
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 

At the Top of Their Class

VALEDICTORIAN – ETHAN FAZAL

Ethan has a weighted GPA of 111.72. He captained 
the “It’s Academic” Quiz Bowl team; was treasurer 
of the class council; secretary of the Science 
Honor Society; officer for the Cultural Society; 
and member of the Falcon Report, literary art 
magazine, varsity baseball team, chamber orchestra, 
and student government. Ethan was also a member 
of the Math, History, Language, National, Tri-M 
Music honor societies.  

SALUTATORIAN – EMILY NOTHDURFT

Emily has a weighted GPA of 108.12. She was 
president of the Falcon Report, vice president 
of student government, and secretary of the 
“It’s Academic” Quiz Bowl team. She was also 
a member of the Cultural Society; Key Club; 
Southern Bell; class council; air rifle and track 
teams; and National, Math, Science, History, and 
Language honor societies.

VALEDICTORIAN – CHARLES WU

Charles has a weighted GPA of 113.59. He was 
co-president of Science Honor Society, as well as 
a member of the cross-country and track teams 
and the Math, Rho Kappa Social Studies, English, 
Foreign Language, and National honor societies. 

SALUTATORIAN – BARNIT KAUR

Barnit has a weighted GPA of 113.11. She has 
been a volunteer blood drive organizer for the 
Gurdwara Sant Sagar Group for the past eight 
years, an intern at DSS Urology, and a science 
researcher at the Mayo Clinic. She played varsity 
tennis and served as president of North’s Students 
Against Destructive Decisions Club. Barnit is also 
a certified emergency medical technician.  

VALEDICTORIAN – KARINA RAMNAUTH

Karina has a weighted GPA of 112.03. She has 
been a member of Central’s Library Squad; 
the Central Future Medical Leaders Club; the 
ninth grade student council, senior high student 
council, and senior high student government; the 
junior varsity tennis team; and the English, Math, 
National, Science, Language, National Junior, and 
Music honor societies. Outside of school, Karina 
is a Silver Award Girl Scout, hospital volunteer, 

summer camp counselor and community volunteer. She has also been a 
delegate to the council of the Girl Scouts of Nassau County.

SALUTATORIAN – MARY YOUSSEF

Mary has a weighted GPA of 109.05. She has 
served as Central’s student council president 
and Board of Education student liaison and was 
additionally a member of the varsity badminton 
team, Key Club, Future Medical Leaders Club, 
Library Squad, PAL Tutoring Program, and 
Eagle Video Club. Mary was also a member of 
the English, History, Language, Science, Junior 
and National honor societies. Outside of school, 

Mary is a volunteer at Long Island Jewish Valley Stream Hospital and a 
member of her church orchestra.
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Valedictorian –  
Karina Ramnauth
 
High school is such a strange concept because we 
are all trying to understand ourselves and each 
other simultaneously. But honestly, that’s what life 
is truly about: trying to make the best of whatever 
you have despite the circumstances. High school 
was just the beginning on the path of the many life 
lessons that will follow. But truly, we owe it all to 
our teachers, guidance counselors, dean, assistant 
principals, principal, and our loved ones. Without 

their guidance and dedication, none of this could be possible.
 
 
Salutatorian – Mary Youssef
 
As you go off to college, a trade school, start a 
new job, or simply move forward in life in general, 
there are going to be bumps in the road, yet do not 
let these mishaps prevent you from realizing your 
dreams. Remember to continually adapt to the 
curveball life throws at you, take time to pat yourself 
on the back, and be proud of your accomplishments 
that will allow you to walk across this stage tonight 
and in the future.

Valedictorian – Charles Wu
 
My relationship with food this past school year has taught me 
about balance and knowing when you reach an extreme. You’ll 
know you’re stuffing yourself when you start eating cereal 
bombs. And you’ll know you’re nourishing yourself when 
eating a mountain of food doesn’t make you want to fall asleep. 
Unfortunately, to the magnificent creative innovators in front 
of me, your caring parents and wonderful educators can only 
guide you towards a balance between avoiding starvation and 
super satiation for so long. I wish for the best for the class of 
2024, and your admirable futures. Thank you.

 
 
Salutatorian – Barnit Kaur
 
Life resembles a day at the beach—where the flow of the 
tide mirrors our experiences. Some moments are marked by 
towering waves, while others gently ripple along the shore. As 
the sun sets on our time at North, our presence becomes like 
footprints in the sand, gradually fading. I reflect on the shells 
I’ve gathered and put in a jar—memories and the life-long 
friendships I formed. Our journey to this point has been made 
possible by the unwavering support of our personal lifeguards. 
Thank you for being our compass and anchor, ensuring we 
never lost our way.

Best of Luck,  
Class of 2024
This June saw the conclusion of our class 

of 2024’s journeys at Valley Stream North, 

Central and South high schools and at the 

Twilight Alternative School. We wish them 

the best of luck in their lives after graduation, 

and we hope they come back to visit! 
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Life resembles a day at the beach—where the flow of the 
tide mirrors our experiences. Some moments are marked by 
towering waves, while others gently ripple along the shore. As 
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Valedictorian – Ethan Fazal
 
For those of us who aren’t sure about our futures 
yet: Find your passions. It can be so easy to give 
up searching for what you’ll enjoy, but I can 
assure you there is something out there. Be a 
doctor because saving lives will make you happy. 
Research astrophysics because you’ve always loved 
space. Start your law firm because you adore the 
complexities of argumentation. Find the path that 
you’ll enjoy, and class of 2024, I beg of you. Don’t 
wait, start walking.  

 
 
Salutatorian – Emily Nothdurft
 
I’m sure many of you can relate to having what 
I describe as “Aha!” moments: a feeling of 
excitement because everything suddenly makes 
sense. Something clicks inside of us and it feels like 
we’ve cracked open a tiny piece of the universe. So, 
keep asking questions, keep learning, but don’t stop 
at that answer. Find another question, embrace the 
annoying little kid within you who won’t stop asking 
why, why, why?
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Early on, South High School biology teacher Elaina Garces discovered she enjoyed working with 
kids. She used to babysit, volunteered at her local YMCA and donated her time to her local library. “I 
just had a knack for it,” she said. 

Ms. Garces also held an interest in science, and earned her bachelor’s degree in biology from SUNY 
Cortland before becoming a teacher’s assistant at South, where she has spent the entirety of her 27-
year teaching career. “South is a place where I get the opportunity to work with amazing groups of 
students and alongside a great team,” she said. “Our principal is phenomenal, and working with my 
department chair and alongside my fellow teachers is a pleasure as well.” 

After receiving her bachelor’s, Ms. Garces earned her master’s in teaching and technology from St. 
John’s University. In her classroom, Ms. Garces has primarily worked with eighth and ninth graders 
throughout her time at South. She loves working with her students so much, she said, that despite 

earning a degree in school administration from Stony Brook University, she decided she wanted to continue teaching instead of 
moving into an administrative role. “I prefer to be in the classroom,” she said.  

Among her favorite aspects of South include its diverse student body and the variety of events, such as plays, fundraisers, and special 
community activities the school hosts. “I think it’s such an awesome community,” Ms. Garces said, adding that it is one of the many 
reasons she has stayed at South for as long as she has. “We have such a depth of culture here, and the kids are just so very special.”  

During her time at the school, Ms. Garces has seen a number of student cohorts come and go, and she has stayed in touch with many. 
She looks forward to members of the current class of 2024 returning, and hearing about their lives after graduation.  
In particular, she enjoys hearing about the kinds of successes they have met since graduation. “It’s amazing to hear what they’re 
doing,” she said. “Whether it’s working in labs, as physician’s assistants, nurses or auto mechanics, it’s always incredible to hear 
about the things they have accomplished.” 

FEATURED TEACHER: 

Elaina Garces, South High School Science Teacher

Have a great summer!


