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A Season of
Wintry Delight

This past season saw the return of the Valley Stream

SERVER

Central High School District’s annual winter concerts.

These productions were the culmination of months of
hard work for student musicians at all grade levels,
and the payoff proved to be a delight for parents, staff
and students in each of our four buildings.




The Valley Stream Central
High School District Introduces its
Brand-New Robotics Club

The Valley Stream Central High School District is proud to
announce that its brand-new robotics club for the 2023-2024
school year is well underway, giving our students another
opportunity to flex their STEM skills while gaining a sense of
teamwork and camaraderie along the way.

The formation of the VSCHSD robotics club was included in the
budget for the 2023-2024 school year, and all juniors and seniors
Districtwide are welcome to join. The club follows the VEX
Robotics line of components, which gives students a set of tools
to design, program, and construct their own robotic creations.
VEX robots have been used in competitions across the country
and worldwide and give students a robust and wide toolset to
demonstrate their creativity and come up with innovative designs
for a variety of tasks.
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Students have already flocked to take part in this new offering
in our District, and their goal for the remainder of the school
year is to build their first robot, with competitions in store for
the following school year. The students meet bimonthly, and the
club is located in the District’s brand-new auto repair career and
technology education garage, where they can take advantage of
the classroom’s cutting edge repair tools and technology.

“We are constantly striving to provide as many opportunities
as we can for our students to pursue their interests,” said
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper. “Additional
offerings in STEM, and in particular robotics, was one area
where we knew we wanted to expand. I am glad to see students
already taking advantage of this exciting new opportunity in
our District.”

ways our District is working to bridge those gaps.

Free SAT Test Taking for All Students

As members of the Class of 2024 begin to hear back from their chosen colleges and universities, the Valley Stream Central
High School District is proud to say that this year was the first in which they were able to take the SATs free of charge.

Research has shown that reducing or eliminating as many barriers to higher education as possible is key to closing

opportunity gaps among students, and offering free SAT test taking and SAT preparation to our seniors are some of the many

In addition to free SATs, our District also began administering free PSATs in the 2022-2023 school year, which offers
students a valuable opportunity to become accustomed to the SAT format.




VSCHSD Board of Education
Welcomes New Student Liaisons

The Valley Stream Central High School District is proud

to introduce its Board of Education student liaisons for the
2023-2024 school year. Gunand Thind, from North High
School; Ashley-Ann Francis, from South High School; and
Mary Youssef, from Central High School will serve pivotal
roles on the Valley Stream Central Board, acting as liaisons

between the student body and school leadership.

Gunand, Ashley and Mary were selected by their senior
high school building principals, and their nominations
mark a shift from the previous VSCHSD Board policy of
selecting a single student liaison on a yearly rotating basis

from each school to serve on the Board. For this year and
going forward, a student representative from each senior high school will sit on the Board simultaneously and relay concerns and

requests from their respective student bodies as the Board works to develop District policy.

The Valley Stream Central High School District Board of Education with its new student
liaisons, front row from left, Gunand Thind, Mary Youssef, and Ashley-Ann Francis.

“The Valley Stream Central High School District Board of Education has for years prided itself on incorporating student voices into
our decision-making process,” said VSCHSD Board of Education President Milagros Vicente. “We welcome Gunand, Ashley-Ann and

Mary to the Board, and look forward to working with them for the remainder of the year.”

Gunand Thind -
North High School

The president of North’s ecology club
and National Honor Society, Gunand
is also a member of the grade council;
senior high school student council;
Mathletes; student peer organization,
and the language, math, science, social
studies and English honor societies.

“Gunand is an exceptional young lady
whose intellectual creativity and
motivation sets her apart as a truly
remarkable scholar and individual.
Academically, Gunand shines in
her diligence, commitment, and
tenacity, and beyond academics she
is distinguished by her character and
leadership qualities.”

— North Principal Dr. Robin Small

Mary Youssef -
Central High School

Mary is in the top 1 percent of her class
and has taken numerous Advanced
Placement classes, including statistics,

calculus BC, English literature,
government and politics, French language
and culture, and psychology. This fall,
she was recommended as an AP Scholar
with Distinction and received an AP
Capstone diploma. She is the current
president of the student council; president
of the History Honor Society; treasurer of
the National Honor Society; and member
of the Key Club, library squad and math,
science, and English honor societies.
Additionally, Mary has taken part in the
Districtwide music festival for the past
two years.

“Central is so proud of Mary, and I have
no doubt she will serve the Board of
Education well as our student liaison.”

— Central Principal Candace Hugee

Ashley-Ann Francis -
South High School

Ashley-Ann is currently in the top

2 percent of her class. She has been
awarded an AP Seminar in Research
certification as well as an AP Scholar
with Distinction award from College

Board. At age 16, Ashley-Ann conducted
three separate research studies and
earned AP Capstone in Independent
Research recognition and has had her
work published in a science journal

and exhibited at various fairs and
symposiums. She is the secretary of

the National Honor Society and the
treasurer of the Ro Kappa National Social
Studies Honor Society. Ashley-Ann also
helps oversee 11 Key Club chapters

on Long Island as the secretary of the
New York District Key Club Division

7. Additionally, she is the president of
Youth Voices, a regional, student-led
social justice organization that meets
with local elected officials to discuss
issues and advocate for students. Outside
of extracurriculars, Ashley-Ann is also
active in her church.

“South is proud of Ashley-Ann's
numerous accomplishments both in and
out of the classroom. I know she will
continue her advocacy work for our
students at South as a new Board of
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Education liason.’

— South Principal Matthew Swinson
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Follow Us on
Social Media!

YLike us on
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Like us on Facebook:
Valley Stream Central High School District

Instagram:
@ValleyStreamCentralHSDistrict
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VSCHSD Musicians Take Partin

NYSSMA Wint

The Valley Stream Central High School District was proud to
have three student musicians selected for the 2023 New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) All-State Festival.
They participated in concerts held at the Eastman Theatre in
Rochester, NY during the annual NYSSMA Winter Conference
in December.

Violinist Tinatin Narimanidze was selected for the All-State
Symphony Orchestra’s first violin section. Born in Brooklyn,
Tinatin attended Wheeler Avenue Elementary School and is
currently a senior at Central High School. She has been playing

the violin since she was six years old. She also participated in the AE

2022 All-State Festival as a junior and intends to pursue music
performance at the university level next year.

Additionally, two Central students were selected as alternates for
the festival. They were senior Alessandra Espocia, a violinist, and
junior Sahana Benny, a soprano.

Alessandra started playing the violin in fourth grade, and studied
under Victoria Alaimo’s program at Memorial Junior High
School. She currently plays in the orchestra at Central under
teacher Tara Zamorano, as well as in various outside performing
groups in the area.

Sahana sang in the chorus under teacher Helen Kontoleon at
Memorial and has been working with Amy Neuner at Central for
the last three years in the school’s chorus and select choir. All
three of these outstanding musicians have been regular NYSSMA
participants since elementary school and have participated in All-
County Festivals for years.

er Conference
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From left: Tara Zamorano, Tinatin Narimanidze, Alessandra Espocia,
Sahana Benny and Amy Neuner.

“These three standout student musicians are among the very best,
most accomplished, and brightest in the Valley Stream Central
High School District,” said Dr. Adam Erdos, District Director of
Fine & Performing Arts, and NYSSMA’s All-State Instrumental
Jazz Chairperson. “Their talent, dedication and hard work are
evident in this achievement and in all that they do. They will be
excellent representatives of our community, our District and our
music department.”

NYSSMA is the largest state affiliate of the National Association
for Music Education. The mission of NYSSMA is to advance
music education across New York State for its membership and
students in member school programs.
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