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Kicking Off the School Year Strong

The Valley Stream Central High School District was thrilled to welcome its students back
for the 2024-2025 school year. With classes back in session, we cannot wait for
what the coming year has in store for our wonderful students!




Recognized for Their Service

VSCHSD Staff Members Honored for Decades of Dedication to Students

Superintendent’s Conference Day is an opportunity for our District’s staff to take stock and prepare for the highlights and challenges
of the upcoming school year. This year, however, was a little different. In addition to the typical presentations and introductions, the
Valley Stream Central High School District also proudly recognized its staff members who have dedicated decades of their lives in

service of the District and its students. We thank all of these staff members who have given so much of themselves to this honorable

cause: supporting generations of students to achieve their dreams and goals.

20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Demetrios Adrahtas
Victoria Alaimo
Debra Albrecht
Tracy Alesia
Rosanna Ali
Kristin Anglin
Dolores Ayuso
Annette Badome
Mario Bakalov
Julie Baker
Janine Balducci
Reyna Batista
Jeanne Battaglia
Lori Belbol
Kim Benedict
Nicole Bertrami
Gita Bhairam-Raza
Adam Bjelland
John Brennan
Joshua Brodsky
Paul Brower
Sumitra Bruce
Jessica Buffalin
Jennifer Buonagurio
Michael Buonagurio
Christine Burke
Virginia Calderaro
Stephanie Calzetta

Vonda-Kaye Campbell

Laureann Candreva
Cristina Canle
Kathleen Canle
James Casella
Justine Chan
Darla Collins
Nikki Cordova
Gina Corrigan
Daniel Creegan
Edward Curran
Alphonso Daddino

Vincenza D’ Alessio
Ellen Daniels
Robert DeLaCruz
Nikki DeStio
Carla Diaz
Rita DiFano
Michael DiGiovanna
Jennifer DiMaio
Christopher DiMaio
Santo DiSclafani
Rafaela Doherty
Ada Dolan
Daniel Drumm
Maureen Duda
Dana Dunham
Kristin Edgar
Adam Erdos
Michelle Eubanks-Reshard
Rosemarie Filippi
Benjamin Fiore
Danielle Fiorentino
Leonardo Fiorentino
Keith Flynn
Elina Fomina
Roni Fornabia
Patricia Franco
Immacolata Goldman
Bryan Goldman
Jack Gorman
Karen Grant
Kathleen Gray-Paolillo
Deborah Green
Caryn Greenman
Stephanie Guzowski
Kerri Guzzardo
Kathleen Hardy-Travalee
Melissa Hayden
Richard Hoffman
Jeffrey Hsi
Joanne Hundertmark
Rafael Infante

Michele Jackson
Fabian Jara
Michael Joyce
Audrey Keany
Melissa Keegan
Jennifer Kehoe
Coreen Kelly
James Kenney
David Kim
Elizabeth King-Giordano
Elizabeth Klamkin
Britt Klein
Helen Kontoleon
Elizabeth Kott
Edward Lee
Kelly Leftwich
Ross Lipsky
Holly Lopez
Tara Lupo
Madonna Lynn
Caterina Madonia
Michael Mahler
Kimberly Mangieri
Christopher Mannino
Kristin Martine
Kristi Massaro
Peter Mastrota
Anna Matheos
Cassie Maturando
Michael McQuillan
Fran Melluso
Laura Mesa
Robert Milani
Julia Monaghan
Eileen Mundy
Danielle Munsch
Allan Nafte
Amy Neuner
Deirdre Norris-Gordon
John Novello
Kelli O’Donohue-Maggio

Marie O’Rourke
Stephen Parrinello
Dana Peterson
Jennifer Polletta
Joseph Powers
Erin Primm
Michelle Quintero
Stephanie Restuccio
Maryann Riccio
Alison Rudin
Lisa Rutigliano
Maria Santa
Elsie Santiago
Lynn Sarne
Debra Schneider
Corey Seeley
Mary Silkisi
Frances Smith
Nakeshia Smith-Farnum
Michael Sollenne
Patricia Spadola
Abigayl Spinner
Bret Strauss
Elizabeth Swinton
Dara Szwejkowski
Joseph Tagliaferro
Touhida Talukder
Adam Thorn
Malyssa Thorngren
Patrick Tirino
Daniel Tronolone
Maritza Tuohy
Andrew Unterweiser
Jennifer Valis
Christopher Viggiano
Regina Visone
Francesco Visone
Laurie Whalen-McCarthy
Lisa Whitacre
David Wolfstein



Staff at South, Central, Memorial, and North high schools (clockwise from top left)
were honored for dedicating at least 20 years of service to their respective students.

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Hayward Alfred Douglas Coleman Denise Hellmann Michael Paolillo
Joseph Atania Lauren Cote Amy Italiano Grace Pariti
Jeanette Azzaretto Jennifer Darougar Doreen Kealey Anne Marie Passaretti
Adam Barone Regina DeMarinis Alisa Kovalsky Mary Pica
Melanee Bedell Douglas Derosa Susan Krause Michelle Puleo
Kathleen Bock-Kearns Marisa Diaz Y Diaz Amy LaPersonerie Ronald Rini
Timothy Boyens Carmen Durdaller Steven Laquidara Filomena Riviezzo
Jill Brady Julian Farrell Anne Larkin Jason Robbins
Susan Brodsky Janine Ferranti Corinne Larsen Nicole Ryan-Sternberg
Jennifer Buonaspina Michael Frazer Christy Mansfield Jennifer Scallan
Kerry Butler Elaina Garces Catherine Modzelewski Donna Sonkin
Colleen Byrne John Gorelczenko Mary Moeller Angelo Stanco
Georgeann Christiansen Suzanne Greene Joseph Moniaci Lori Tintella
Matthew Clarke Joseph Guastafeste Marianne Montemiglio Angela Trager
Brenda Coleman Rebecca Hayden Kathryn Moran
Kyle Hayden Sara Nichols
30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Chris Bottjer John Bruzzo Denise Marasco Daniel Saitta
Richard Boyd Sharon Dillahunt Eva Ouwendijk Thomas Schiavo
Nancy Bresnan Jennifer Douglas Donna Pandaliano John Squadrito
Josephine Evola Laura Pokorny

35 YEARS OF SERVICE

Donnalue Rawlins ¢ Arthur Thomson ¢ Karen Wallace

40 YEARS OF SERVICE

James Burke ¢ Jerry Calabria ¢ Terence Meaney

Longtime District Facilities Director James Burke,
center, was recognized for 40 years of service to the
Valley Stream Central High School District.
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VSCHSD Welcomes New Staff

The Valley Stream Central High School District welcomed
its new slate of staff and faculty for the 2024-2025 school
year with a series of orientation sessions this summer. A
total of 30 new teachers, part-time instructors, counselors,
and administrators are joining the District’s team. Through
various presentations and tours, District leaders introduced
the new staff members, briefed them on major instructional
and social-emotional initiatives, and familiarized them with
their respective buildings. Please welcome the District’s
new staff members for the 2024-2025 school year.

Central High School Teacher’s Research
Published in Academic Journal

Longtime Valley Stream Central High School Master Physics
Teacher Robert De La Cruz recently had his research published
in The Physics Teacher journal. In his article, he offers an
innovative model for teaching the inverse-square law concept
to students.

De La Cruz’s article, “Exploring Illumination and the Inverse-
Square Law with Arduino,” outlines his lesson plan and its
effectiveness in explaining the sometimes-counterintuitive
concept of the inverse-square law. His lesson stands out for
incorporating computer programming, requiring students to
program light and distance sensors to measure the relationship
between brightness and distance, thereby demonstrating the
inverse-square law in action.

This prestigious achievement stems from De La Cruz’s
involvement in the New York State Master Teacher Program, a
professional development network for experienced teachers that

provides resources to further
refine their skills. One of those
resources was a course on
writing for trade and research
publications, which inspired
him to publish his lesson plan
for others to use and emulate.
De La Cruz, who has spent his
entire 20-year teaching career
at Central, said the program has
been invaluable, helping him
continue to grow as an educator,
even at this stage of his career.

“It almost feels like a revival of my career,” he said. “At this
point, I should be on autopilot, but I’'m still learning new things,
and I’m able to pass those on to my students thanks to being a
Master Teacher.”
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