
The Valley Stream Central High School District is saying goodbye to two 
of its longtime principals. Dr. Joseph Pompilio, principal of Central High 
School, and Ms. Maureen Henry, principal of South High School, are retiring 
this summer after a combined 38 years with the District. Throughout their 
leadership tenures at the two schools, they have overseen a number of great 
accomplishments. The District wishes them well in their retirement. 

Dr. Pompilio has spent 22 years as principal of Central. He came to the 
Valley Stream Central High School District from the Eastchester Union 
Free School District. Dr. Pompilio has prided himself on creating a rigorous 
and fair learning environment at Central. “I think the common theme is 
I’ve established a culture of high expectations for everyone in the building 
whether it’s staff or students,” he said. The culmination of his efforts would be 
crystallized in Central being designated as a National Blue Ribbon School for 
academic excellence for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Dr. Pompilio recommends his successor first learn the ins and outs of the 
school before making any major changes. “Spend the first year taking it in,” he said. “Sit 
back and observe, establish professional relationships with people and establish professional 
relationships with the students.”

Ms. Henry came to South High School as principal from the Plainview-Old Bethpage Central 
School District. She has spent 16 years as principal of South. Among Ms. Henry’s highlights 
include South being named a New York State Education Department Reward School, a National 
School of Character and its research department hosting a number of Regeneron and Intel 
science fair winners. She is also proud of a number of service programs and initiatives she was 
able to introduce, including Family Service Day, the Challenger Basketball Program and fundraising efforts to help fellow students who have 
been diagnosed with serious ailments.  

Ms. Henry wishes her successor luck in the new role. “I hope you will love this school as much as I did,” she said. 

“We wish Dr. Pompilio and Ms. Henry the best in their retirement,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper. “It has been a pleasure to 
work with them over the years. The have made indelible marks both on their schools and the generations of students who have walked through 
their hallways.”
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Thank You For Your Support!
We’d like to thank the entire community for your support of the 2023-2024 school budget. Your vote enables us to continue  
to offer new opportunities for students, as well as enhance existing ones at the Valley Stream Central High School District!

VSCHSD Says Goodbye to Two Longtime Principals
Dr. Joseph Pompilio and Maureen Henry Retire After a Combined 38 Years with the District



Central High School

Central High School student Marilyn Sanchez-Zepeda earned honorable mention in round 
two of the 2023 New York State Science and Engineering Fair for her research entitled Plant 
Growth Promoting Genes in Bacillus Altitudinis that Mitigates Drought Stress in Agriculture. 

Her research looked into the ways certain bacteria could be used to promote plant growth 
despite drought conditions. “I could not be prouder,” said her research advisor Krystyna Zajac.  
“Marilyn’s achievement is a reflection of not only her hard work and dedication, but also of her 
personal character.” 

South High School

Valley Stream South High School senior Ibrahim Qadri was selected as a Regeneron 
Science Talent Search Scholar this year. Ibrahim was among 300 students selected as 
scholars in this prestigious contest, which in 2023 drew more than 1,900 applicants  
from 627 high schools across 48 states, Washington D.C., Puerto Rico and four  
other countries.

Ibrahim’s project, The Ability of Vitamin E To Improve the Reproduction and Metabolic 
Respiration of Nicotine-Induced D. Melanogaster, looked into the ways vitamin E might 
lessen the effects of nicotine on the body’s respiratory and reproductive systems.

North High School 

Valley Stream North High School senior Hannah Lee has been named a National Merit 
Scholarship finalist. In addition to earning this prestigious accomplishment, Hannah is also 
North’s valedictorian for the 2022-2023 school year. Of the roughly 1.5 million students who 
apply for the program each year, Hannah is one of only 15,000 to be named finalists.

“Ambitious, meticulous, and passionate—these words truly describe the type of young woman 
Hannah Lee is,” said North Principal Dr. Robin Small. “Hannah works for excellence, paying 
close attention to every detail. She strives to overcome barriers presented to her to achieve 
success. She always looks out for those around her, building connections with teachers and 
peers whenever possible.”

Memorial Junior High School 

Valley Stream Memorial Junior High School’s Science Olympiad team 
recently competed at the western Long Island Regional Finals. Eleven 
students participated, and the competition took place at Kellenberg 
Memorial High School under the supervision of Ms. Vinita Singh and Ms. 
Theresa Iadevaio.

Among the students who took part, Mishaal Hammad and Hala Alhayek 
took home second place in the anatomy and physiology category and 
fifth place in the rocks and minerals category. Additionally, Mishaal and 
Sauliha Ahmed took home third place in the green generation category.

VSCHSD Celebrates Student Achievements



On May 9, Valley Stream CHSD 
gathered to celebrate those members 
of our school district family who 
achieved tenure. To receive tenure is a 
considerable accomplishment; one that 
both confirms the dedication and talent 
of the educator while underscoring their 
long-term commitment to our students 
and schools.

We’d like to congratulate administrators 
who received tenure: Christian Bowen, 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction; Dr. Jennifer DiMaio, 
Director of Instructional Services; 
Thomas Zervas, Assistant Principal for South High School; and Ron Ambrosio, Social Studies Chairperson at Central High School. 
We’d also like to congratulate all of our teachers and teaching assistants who received tenure!

Valley Stream CHSD Celebrates Teachers 
and Staff Achieving Tenure

65th Annual Music Scholarship Festival 
Honors Three Outstanding Students

The Valley Stream Central High 
School District’s Bert Keller 
Auditorium was alive with the sound 
of music this spring, as nearly 300 
students participated in the 65th annual 
Music Scholarship Festival Concert. 
Held on March 24, the performance 
funds a scholarship that goes to a 
graduating senior from each of the 
District’s three high schools. This 
year, the scholarship recipients were 
Central High School’s Lindsay Guerra, 
North High School’s Elyas Layachi 
and South High School’s Aidan 
Dombrosky. They were selected for 
their outstanding musical abilities.

Students in grades 9 through 12 across 
the District performed as a part of the 
orchestra, chorus and concert band. 
Each performance was conducted by a 
member of the District’s music faculty.
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Follow Us on
Social Media!

Like us on Facebook:
Valley Stream Central High School District

Instagram:
@ValleyStreamCHSD
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To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Mary Colgan at colganm@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Valley Stream Central High School District’s Get the 
Advantage Athletic Program Returns This Summer

Congratulations to our Seniors!  
VSCHSD was thrilled to celebrate all of our graduating seniors this month. Ceremonies were held on  
June 21 (South), June 22, (North) June 23 (Central) and June 22 (Twilight) outdoors under the tent. 

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL 
July 11 – July 13 and July 18 – July 20
Session 1: 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
OR  Session 2: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

CENTRAL/MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
July 25 – July 27 and August 1 – August 3
Session 1: 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
OR  Session 2: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL  
August 8 – August 10 and August 15 – August 17
Session 1: 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
OR  Session 2: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Registration is required: 

GAAP Summer Schedule:
The Valley Stream Central High School District’s Get 
the Advantage Athletic Program (GAAP) is returning 
this summer. This newly revamped fitness program 
offers free athletic fitness training for all VSCHSD 
students entering 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade. 

This program provides students training to increase 
strength, flexibility, agility, coordination and overall 
physical mobility in preparation for the incoming 
athletic seasons. All sessions are designed and instructed 
by members of the VSCHSD athletics staff. The course 
takes place over six days divided into two sessions 
over the summer. Students from each school have the 
option of two time slots for each session. Students must 
participate throughout all six days.  


