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At the Top of Their Class

VALEDICTORIAN – STEVEN HUANG

Steven Huang graduated with a 111.10 weighted GPA. 
He was lieutenant governor of the New York District 
Key Club, and co-president and chairperson of the 
South Key Club. He served as vice president of South’s 
Class Council and public relations representative for the 
student government. He cofounded the nonprofit Elevate 
Project and was part of initiatives such as the Thirst 
Project, Alex’s Lemonade Stand, Luv Michael, UNICEF, 
the March of Dimes and the Pencils of Promise. He 

received the State Youth Leadership Award and the Town of Hempstead 
Youth Leaders of our Community Award. He plans to study biology at 
Columbia University. 

SALUTATORIAN – IBRAHIM QADRI 

Ibrahim Qadri graduated with a 109.88 weighted 
GPA. He earned first place in animal sciences at the 
Long Island Science and Engineering Fair and was a 
semifinalist in the Regeneron Science Talent Search, 
the International Science and Engineering Fair and the 
Junior Science and Humanities Symposium. He served 
as the Key Club treasurer and was treasurer and head of 
news for the Falcon Report. He also earned a certificate 
of recognition from the City Council of New York City. 

He plans to study computer science at Stony Brook University. 

VALEDICTORIAN – HANNAH LEE

Hannah Lee graduated with a 112.14 weighted GPA. 
She was a National Merit Finalist and received a 
perfect score on her AP Seminar exam. At North, she 
was president of the National Honor Society, vice 
president of the Math Honor Society, president of the 
breakfast club and a member of the yearbook club. She 
was a member of the All-County orchestra and Long 
Island String Festival Association. She also played 
varsity tennis and badminton. Hannah plans to study 

mathematics at Dartmouth College.

SALUTATORIAN – ALYSSA GARUFI

Alyssa Garufi graduated with a 110.73 weighted GPA. At 
North she was president of the Science Honor Society, 
vice president of the Grade Council, vice president 
of the National Honor Society and president of the 
Mathletes. She volunteered at LIJ Hospital and was a 
camp counselor at Malibu Beach Camp. She also played 
varsity tennis and badminton. She plans to study pre-
med at The Sophie Davis Biomedical Education Program 
at The CUNY School of Medicine. 

VALEDICTORIAN – MICHAELA SINCLAIR

Michaela Sinclair graduated with 109.54 weighted GPA. 
She took part in programs such as the MIT Introduction 
to Technology, Engineering and Science as well as the 
Columbia Science Honors Program. She was a New 
York Academy of Science Member, a Questbridge 
Scholarship finalist and a Gates Scholarship finalist. 
At Central, she was a member of the National Honor 
Society. She plans to study chemistry at Harvard 
University in the fall. 

SALUTATORIAN – MICHAEL RAMOS

Michael Ramos graduated with a 108.33 weighted  
GPA. He took part in the MedicaZone and Central 
Medical Leaders programs. He was a Hispanic 
Scholarship Fund finalist. At Central, he was a member 
of the National Honor Society and the students 
committed to social justice club. He plans to study 
biology at SUNY Binghamton. 
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Valedictorian – Michaela Sinclair
 
“Our parents, our teachers, our mentors—they’ve 
carried us to where we need to be, and it is time to 
release. Finally, we precipitate. We leave the clouds, 
and we become the people we dreamed of becoming, 
by freefalling from the known into the unknown we 
are caught in the grasp of gravity, hurtling blindly 
to the world below us. Graduation, precipitation; 
the clouds aren’t here to protect us anymore. We’ve 
grown too much to be held by them, but as we hit the 
ground, we can make a difference.” 

 
Salutatorian – Michael Ramos
 
“My fellow graduates, I implore you to embrace this 
discomfort of starting somewhere new in the fall. As 
we step into the unknown, let us replace any feelings 
of apprehension with excitement and anticipation of 
new opportunities. I am proud to stand amongst a 
group of students filled with ambition and an innate 
hunger for success. So, class of 2023, let us not be 
defined by our fears, but by our courage to face them 
head on. It is in the moments of uncertainty that we 
discover our true potential, and unlock the limitless 
possibilities that await us.”

Valedictorian – Hannah Lee
 
“Life is a long game of chess. Our happiness and 
emotional well-being are our personal king. In this 
game, we must focus on both the bigger picture and 
the small details of our daily lives to win. As we focus 
on life’s bigger picture, we learn that the impact of our 
day-to-day actions comes from how we handle them. 
We implement strategies to ensure the stresses of life 
make a minimal impact on our overall happiness. We 
are the players and the pieces on the board are under 
our control.  We must learn to strategize our choices 

with our goals in mind. If we choose our moves correctly, take some losses, and move 
strategically, it will lead to the inevitable checkmate of our opponent: life’s challenges.” 
 
Salutatorian – Alyssa Garufi
 
“Take it from me, do not be afraid to deviate from 
the recipe, tweak it and cook to your own tastes. 
Experience life and find a passion along the way. 
Escape your comfort zone, travel places, meet people. 
Be kind, and do not get lost in the need for perfection. 
Whatever your favorite recipe may be, whether it’s 
your mother’s kimbap, grandmother’s pupusas, or 
even your friend’s brownies, make it yours.”

“ “

“” ”

”

Congratulations, 
Class of 2023
The tent outside Memorial Junior High School was 
filled with excitement during the class of 2023’s 
graduation ceremonies. During ceremony after 
ceremony, the students at Central, North and South 
high schools, as well as the Twilight Alternative 
School, reflected on their high school careers and 
turned the page to a new chapter in their lives. 

At each gathering, graduates were joined by family 
and friends, members of the Board of Education 
and administrators. Principals, valedictorians and 
salutatorians, student representatives and faculty advisors 
shared words of inspiration and reflection. Following the 
distribution of diplomas, the graduates turned the tassels 
on their caps from right to left and then embraced each 
other in celebration of their accomplishments.
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Valedictorian – Hannah Lee
 
“Life is a long game of chess. Our happiness and 
emotional well-being are our personal king. In this 
game, we must focus on both the bigger picture and 
the small details of our daily lives to win. As we focus 
on life’s bigger picture, we learn that the impact of our 
day-to-day actions comes from how we handle them. 
We implement strategies to ensure the stresses of life 
make a minimal impact on our overall happiness. We 
are the players and the pieces on the board are under 
our control.  We must learn to strategize our choices 

with our goals in mind. If we choose our moves correctly, take some losses, and move 
strategically, it will lead to the inevitable checkmate of our opponent: life’s challenges.” 
 
Salutatorian – Alyssa Garufi
 
“Take it from me, do not be afraid to deviate from 
the recipe, tweak it and cook to your own tastes. 
Experience life and find a passion along the way. 
Escape your comfort zone, travel places, meet people. 
Be kind, and do not get lost in the need for perfection. 
Whatever your favorite recipe may be, whether it’s 
your mother’s kimbap, grandmother’s pupusas, or 
even your friend’s brownies, make it yours.”

Valedictorian – Steven Huang
 
“Remember to be the authors of your own vision, never 
be afraid to make mistakes, never let the world tell you 
who you need to be, and never forget to stay bejeweled, 
because when we walk into the room, we can still make 
the whole place shimmer. Remember that if you have 
the chance, take it. Remember that if you have a dream, 
chase it because that dream is not going to chase you 
back. If you love someone, hold them as long, and as 
strong, and as close as you can until you can’t.” 
 

Salutatorian – Ibrahim Qadri
 
“Make your own unique Rubik’s Cube, embark on 
that adventure of color, and do not be afraid to twist 
around greens and blues, yellows and reds and make 
your cube more complex by the day. But this cube can 
hold another meaning; these jumbled colors might not 
make sense for many people, and they may represent a 
complex obstacle or a difficult roadblock to pass, and 
to break this roadblock, to break this obstacle, people 
must solve their cube. While we’re on this journey 
for color or this journey to make sense of our mix of 
colors, we have to remember that we’re not going to 
get it right away.”

“
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Like many working in 
education, Catherine 
Modzelewski had not initially 
considered becoming a teacher. 
After studying English as an 
undergraduate, she decided to 
embark down the path of law, 
but quickly realized it was not 
for her. 

Along the way, however, Ms. 
Modzelewski had done some 
tutoring and volunteer work on 

the side. She discovered a budding passion for teaching. Pivoting 
from law school, she decided to get a masters in secondary 
education at Hofstra University. “Like most educators I had a 
story that didn’t start in education, but eventually landed me my 
dream job,” she recounted. 

Ms. Modzelewski has spent the entirety of her 26-year teaching 
career at North High School. She has seen generations of students 
enter its doors and emerge as graduates. “I feel like I have lived 
through history through the eyes of my students,” she said, noting 
that each year she meets a new cohort of 7th graders and says 
goodbye to another of 12th graders. 

“You see those years of their lives unfold before you, and you 
make a connection,” Ms. Modzelewski said. “I initially thought I 
was going in just to teach them English, literature, grammar and 
writing, but you wind up making the kinds of connections with 
students where you are teaching them basic life etiquette, you 
are helping them make decisions about their own career paths, 

and you are sharing in their life’s joys while also helping them 
through their own difficult times.”

In addition to teaching at North, Ms. Modzelewski serves as the 
advisor of the school’s STOP (Spartans Taking on Problems) 
Club, which she helped found in 2004. This service club 
organizes and carries out various charitable efforts throughout 
the school year, including holiday aid drives and fundraisers 
for communities in need. The STOP Club also partners with 
charities such as Bethany House, which houses and supports 
single mothers, and the Ronald McDonald House, which aids 
hospitalized children. 

In addition to the STOP Club, Ms. Modzelewski most recently 
served as co-advisor for North’s Future Teachers Club, which 
aims to inspire high school students to pursue careers in  
teaching. She also helped organize the school’s inaugural  
THON fundraiser, which raises money for families affected  
by childhood cancer. 

Ms. Modzelewski said she is proud to be part of the North 
community. “I love the students, and I love the community. It is 
really a great place to be,” she said. “We have wonderful families 
and really great students. It has been a privilege to be a part of 
their lives all these years.”

After overseeing so many generations of students, Ms. 
Modzelewski said she occasionally runs into her graduates  
as adults outside of school, and finds it a heartening experience.  
“It is great to see that our students have become productive 
members of society, and it is wonderful to think that we have  
had a hand in that.”

FEATURED TEACHER: 

Catherine Modzelewski, North High School English Teacher


