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Welcome Back to School!



The Valley Stream Central High School District welcomes its new teachers and staff for the 2023-2024 school year. In total, 
17 new teachers—including part-time instructors—as well as 15 new counselors and psychologists are joining the Valley 
Stream Central High School District community. 

First-year teachers went through a series of orientation sessions on August 28, 29 and 30. Through a number of presentations, 
the District welcomed the new teachers and began the process of acclimating the group to District procedures ahead of the 
students’ arrival. 

On the first day, District Director of Instructional Services Dr. Jennifer DiMaio led a general introduction and orientation. 
This was followed by a lunch provided by the Valley Stream Teachers’ Association, and then a presentation on student social-
emotional learning led by David Hymowitz, Director of #SameHere Schools.

On day two, model schools trainer for Nassau BOCES, Chrissy Breglia, gave primers in the various technology platforms the 
teachers would need to be familiar with throughout the year including Microsoft Teams. The new instructors then broke out 
into their respective home buildings for departmental staff development sessions. 

The last day began with a presentation on active learning strategies and learning targets by Central and Memorial World 
Language Chairperson Dr. Dan Saitta. The teachers then headed to their respective classrooms to continue their departmental 
staff development sessions. 

“Giving our new instructors a warm and comprehensive introduction is of twofold importance,” Dr. DiMaio said. “It not only 
provides them the tools and familiarity needed to begin instruction with their students, but we hope it also makes them feel 
comfortable to be a part of the Valley Stream Central High School District family.” 

Jamie Accardi (LaPorte)
Florence Abanda
Grace Albert
Gina Brick
Janna Brodman
Andrew Celauro
Lee DeStefano
Russell Garcia

Deeangelo Guevara
Meaghan Hynes
Smriti Kapur
Anthony Malizia
Neha Marolia
Ryan McKean
Joanne Philippe
Alyssa Picillo

Matthew Rothenberg
Alixandrya Santos
Yvette Sanchez
Kiahna Scala
Camile Shaw
Gina Susino
Dana Schimmenti
Caterina Teta

Deidre Tantillo
Samia Tariq-Farooq
Cassandra Vargas
Jeanine Verderosa
Jacqueline Winslow
Kaitlyn Zaremba

New additions for the 2023-2024 school year (listed alphabetically)

VSCHSD Welcomes New Staff  
to the District 



The Valley Stream Central High School District is proud to announce the 
rollout of a new, transformative initiative in our schools: restorative practices. 
This innovative approach is designed to foster healthier relationships, enhance 
communication, and create a more inclusive and supportive environment for all. 
Restorative practices offer a healthy avenue to address conflicts that may arise 
between students as well as students and staff, and provide a holistic and all-
inclusive alternative to traditional methods of student discipline.

Led by Director of Restorative Practice and Community Engagement, Nakeshia Smith-Farnum, and a team of eight newly hired 
counselors specialized in this cutting-edge field, this initiative provides a framework to build community, strengthen relationships, 
improve school climate, and mitigate harm when conflicts arise. The team will be engaging with both students and staff throughout 
the school year to provide training in restorative practices and provide support when the need arises.

“We are always looking for new and innovative ways to engage our students and provide them with as many avenues as possible 
to positive outcomes in their high school careers,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper. “As with any school setting, 
conflicts inevitably arise between students as well as between students and staff. Restorative practices offer a healthy and proven way 
to address these conflicts while fostering mutual understanding and forging new relationships. I look forward to seeing the positive 
results of this new initiative.” 

Restorative Practices Strengthen 
Community Bonds

Automotive Repair Program  
Finds a Permanent Home 

Last year, the Valley Stream Central High 
School District rolled out a new automotive 
repair program alongside new trade programs 
in the nursing and medical assistant fields. 
This year, we are proud to announce that our 
automotive repair classes have found a new, 
permanent home at Valley Stream Central 
High School. 

Up until now, the automotive repair students 
were working out of a temporary facility at 
Memorial Junior High School, and while 
the program has already seen great success, 
the plan was always to have it housed at a 
dedicated garage facility. 

Our District prides itself on providing as 
many avenues to student success as possible, 
and our trade programs are one way we 
do that. We look forward to seeing our 
automotive repair students in their brand-new, 
hands-on classroom facility.     

Photos: Page 2-3 Collage Central, South, North, 
Twilight (Need at least one from each school)
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Follow Us on
Social Media!

Like us on Facebook:
Valley Stream Central High School District

Instagram:
@ValleyStreamCentralHSDistrict
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To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Mary Colgan at colganm@vschsd.org or 872-5628.
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Christina Miceli and Mike Favuzzi 
have worked as 7th grade math co-
teachers at Memorial Junior High 
School for a decade now, and both 
agree that their teamwork has only 
strengthened over the years, giving 
them the opportunity to adapt and 
grow alongside their students. 

“There are times when we stop and 
ask ourselves, ‘what are some ways we can engage and motivate 
the students?’ but then we put our heads together and we figure it 
out,” Mr. Favuzzi said of their partnership. “We are veterans now 
at this point. We are the definition of good teamwork.” 

“We are always evolving with the times, and we are able to do it 
together,” Ms. Miceli said. 

Mr. Favuzzi has spent the entirety of his teaching career of ten 
years working alongside Ms. Miceli at Memorial. Ms. Miceli has 
been teaching for 18 years, 17 of which were at Memorial. Mr. 
Favuzzi received his bachelors in mathematics education and 
masters in special education at Molloy University. Ms. Miceli 
received her bachelors in mathematics education at SUNY New 
Paltz and her masters in special education at Hofstra University. 

The two said they were drawn to teaching by a love for mentoring 
and having a positive impact on students. “I have wanted to be 
a teacher ever since I was young,” Ms. Miceli said. “I was part 

of the future teachers club and a peer mentoring program in high 
school. My parents, too, were teachers and I enjoyed watching 
what they were doing. I just enjoy helping make a difference for 
my students lives.”

“Growing up I was always into helping people,” Mr. Favuzzi 
said. “I was always good at math, and I have always wanted to 
have an impact on students and be like the role models I had 
when I was in school. As a teacher you have an impact on every 
student—even the ones you wouldn’t expect.” 

The two said that while the curriculum has largely stayed the 
same over the years, the students have not. “Every student has 
their own personality, and they’re looking for you; they want to 
get to know you and you have to be there for them,” Mr. Favuzzi 
said. “We are role models and that’s an important role.” 

Of chief importance, they said, is finding ways to connect with 
the students and help them understand the subject matter. “Math 
does not always come easy to every student, and it is important 
to make it fun and help them understand the concepts,” Ms. 
Miceli said. “It is so rewarding when you see their enjoyment and 
appreciation for learning.”   

The teachers said working together has been one of the chief 
highlights of their job and they hope to continue as a team for 
many more years. “My first teaching job I started with Christina, 
and we’re still going together,” Mr. Favuzzi said. “We push and 
we push, and we only get stronger together.”

FEATURED TEACHERS: 

Christina Miceli and Mike Favuzzi,
Memorial Junior High School Math Co-Teachers


