Suggested Book List

INCOMING 9TH GRADERS

Americanized by Sara Saedi - Autobiography - This is the author’s adolescent journey
@das an undocumented Iranian immigrant living in the United States. Her memoir
srecounts the discovery of her undocumented status as a teen and the naturalization
process in her early adulthood. Saedi paints a clear picture of the financial hurdles
‘her family faced as they rebuilt a life in a new country, the legal implications of not
\havmg a Social Security number, and the sharp contrast between her mother's teenage
jyears and her own. The author portrays her awkward high school experiences and the
zjanxiety that comes with the constant fear of deportauon The memoir tackles complex
‘topics of immigration, sex, alcohol, cultural stereotypes, and what it means to
= navigate life between two cultures.

HiDivergent by Veronica Roth - Science fiction/Dystopia - In the future, you are born
dinto one of five factions, each of which has its strength and focus: Abnegation
(service), Candor (truth), Erudite (intellect), Amity (friendship), or Dauntless
d(fearlessness). But on your sixteenth birthday, you can choose a new faction if you
are so compelled, and that is what happens to Tris, who shocks everyone by
@cxchanging the drab gray robes of Abnegation for the piercing and tattoo stylings of
Dauntless. What follows is a contest, where only the top 10 initiates are accepted
into the final group. Tris and her new friends—and new enemies—go through a
series of emotional and physical challenges akin to joining the marines.

I Rise by Marie Arnold - Realistic fiction - Fourteen-year-old Ayomide struggles
to balance life as an activist with her desire to simply be a regular teenager. The
year Ayo was born, her mother, Rosalie, founded See Us, an influential grassroots
civil rights group. Like Black Lives Matter, See Us focuses on issues impacting
Black people: police brutality, racial profiling, and an unjust prison system.
Despite being raised in the movement, Ayo is ready to move on and experience
life like any kid her age. After an emotional conversation, her mom lets her step
away from See Us.

One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus - Mystery - This debut novel follows
four high school students thrown together in detention with the creator of their
school's gossip app. All of them come out of detention alive. The creator of the
app does not. And now they are all suspects in his murder. Each student takes a
turn at narrating, and tension builds as secrets are revealed in a way that
mirrors the gossip app. Who is telling the truth? Who is lying?

Rated by Melissa Gray - Science fiction/Dystopia - Six mismatched students fight
Magainst the societal rating system that rules every aspect of their lives. Access

" to food, hospitals, and education are all regulated by a person’s rating. A mixed
group of students at Maplethorpe Academy are urged into action when someone
graffities, “THE RATINGS ARE NOT REAL,” onto the front door of their school. All
six receive personal messages. Unsure of who is sending them, the students
investigate, uniting to fight the tyranny of the school princess and destroy the
oppressive rating system.



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13335037-divergent?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58311954-i-rise?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_19
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30309366-americanized?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_12
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/58679358-one-of-us-is-lying?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_9
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41473847-rated?ref=nav_sb_ss_2_5
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Signs of Survival: A Memoir of the Holocaust by Renee Hartman with Joshua M. Green -

{ Biography - A true story of two sisters—one Deaf and one hearing—and how they endured a
perilous childhood in Nazi-occupied Europe during World War II. Herta Myers, 8, and
Renee, 10, are sisters living in Bratislava, the capital of what was then Czechoslovakia,
~during World War II. Renee is her family’s ears, as Herta and both of their parents are Deaf.
™ They all communicate using sign language. Renee becomes so good at recognizing the sound
1of soldiers” boots outside the window that she can warn her family of any danger. With
fnarration traded between the girls, readers learn that the sisters are hidden on a farm with
a couple who are also Deaf. Eventually, separated from their parents, the sisters’ journey
leads them to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where their collective resolve is
endlessly tested.

The Door of No Return by Kwame Alexander - Historical fiction - A boy’s life is turned upside
“down in this verse novel following a wrestling match in West Africa’s Asante Kingdom in 1860.
Eleven-year-old Kofi loves his family, admires his friend Ama, and tries to avoid his bully of a
g cousin. Kofi’s teacher, Mr. Goodluck Phillip, who canes him for speaking Twi, is convinced the
d#students must learn the Queen’s English, but Kofi prefers the stories of Nana Mosi, his
grandfather, and the village storyteller. The place he truly feels at home is the river, where
he practices swimming and dreams of defeating his cousin in a race. But before that can
happen, all attention turns to the Kings Festival, which features highly anticipated wrestling
contests against representatives from their rival village. This year, Kofi’s older brother,
Kwasi, has been chosen to compete. During the match, Kwasi accidentally kills Prince Yaw
Boateng, his opponent and the nephew of the King of Lower Kwanta, changing the direction of
their lives when the king retaliates.

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya - Realistic fiction/Adventure - Thirteen-year-
old Arturo Zamora is part of a large, Miami-based extended family led by matriarch Abuela.
As a young woman, Abuela emigrated from Cuba with her husband (now deceased) and founded}
a family restaurant. La Cocina de la Isla is a famous establishment in the Miami food scene
and a mainstay of the neighborhood. Now in failing health, Abuela has passed the
management of the restaurant to Arturo’s mother. Arturo is looking forward to his first job in
the family business, but he is embarrassed when he finds out that it is washing dishes. He
would rather spend the summer hanging out with his best friends, Bren and Mop; flirting with
his first crush, Carmen, and learning the poetry of José Marti to impress her. But when
'scheming real-estate developer Wilfrido Pipo proposes to build a high-rise development that
would close La Cocina, the entire Zamora family mobilizes to win the neighborhood’s support.

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes - Mystery - This Cinderella story
gets its twist when Avery Grambs, a teen living out of her car and dreaming of a
financially stable future, inherits billionaire Tobias Hawthorne's fortune. Avery
is sure she has never met a Hawthorne in her life. Forced to move into the
irambling Hawthorne House to retain the inheritance, Avery discovers that
hidden passageways are not the only secrets on this estate. She strives to learn
lall about the enigmatic Tobias Hawthorne-and discovers this inheritance game
was decades in the making. Armed only with the letters Tobias left his four
grandsons; Avery becomes determined to solve their riddles if only to answer the
bquestion: Why her?

wamlurning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the Selma Voting Rights March
*—=8by Lynda Blackmon Lowery - Biography - One of the youngest participants in the

+ (1965 voting rights march in Alabama, Lowery provides a moving first-person
account of her experience. Through this thought-provoking volume, the picture of
¥ _.an incredibly courageous young woman emerges. Lowery effectively conveys the
gebadenormity of the injustices in her world and the danger that those she knew
Flencountered daily. She shows what people, including children, are capable of
when they stand together. Readers will appreciate what the author endured,

i Hl including being jailed nine times before she turned 15.
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