Suggested Book List

INCOMING BTH GRADERS

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team by

0 Christina Soontornvat - Non-fiction - A unique account of the amazing Thai cave
% rescue told in a heart-racing, you-are-there style that blends suspense, science,
=== and cultural insight. On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars

. soccer team and their coach enter a cave in northern Thailand seeking an
“afternoon's adventure. But when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block their
path out. The boys are trapped! Before long, news of the missing team spreads,

Zz launching a seventeen-day rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from
“around the globe. As the world sits vigil, people begin to wonder: how long can a
group of ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no food or clean water?

4 Bystander by James Preller - Realistic fiction - Eric Hayes has moved from Ohio to
JdLong Island, NY, with his mother and younger brother. Eric soon meets Griffin
Connelly, a handsome boy with natural leadership, lots of charisma, and a mean

i streak. While Griffin is the perfect bully, David Hallenback is the perfect victim
s beaten down and willing to do anything to get Griffin's approval. At first, Eric is
a bystander, not participating in the bullying but not doing anything to stop it.
Several events move Eric out of this passive role, and he rea]ixes that his silence
makes him complicit.

City Spies by James Ponti - Adventure - Caught hacking into the NYC juvenile
justice system's computers, 12-year-old Sara Martlne/ faces years in detention
centers, but a British secret agent rescues her and takes her to Scotland. There
she joins his small, top-secret team of gifted young spies, each recruited from a
different continent. Sara, renamed Brooklyn, trains with Paris, Rio, Kat, and
Sydney for a few short weeks before joining the team for a mission in Paris.
Working undercover as students attending a summit on the environment, they
plan to break into a secret research facility and outwit an evil genius.

Fast Pitch by Nic Stone - Mystery/Sports fiction - Twelve-year-old Shenice "Lightning"
has been playing "base-related ball" her whole life-just like her father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather before her. Now captain of the Fulton Firebirds, the first all-
Black team in Georgia’s Dixie Youth Softball Association, her goal is to lead her team
to the championship and send a message about girl power. When that goal sees a
setback, Shenice’s father gives her Great-Grampy JonJon’s mitt "as a reminder of what’s
lin you." When Shenice meets her great-uncle Jack, JonJon’s brother, she learns that herj
great-grandfather was almost one of the first Black MLB players-until he was kicked out
of the league for a crime he was framed for. Considering her family legacy, Shenice

name.

Legend by Marie Lu - Sciernce Fiction - In the distant future, the western half of the
United States has seceded and is ruled by an oppressive totalitarian regime. Fifteen-
" year-old Day is one of its most wanted criminals, but all he wants is to save and

~ Iprotect his friends and family. When he breaks into a hospital to steal medicine for
his ailing younger brother, he is severely injured and nearly captured. Fifteen-year-
old June is one of the Republic's brightest prodigies, but when her older brother is
killed by Day during the hospital break-in, she vows to hunt him down and kill him.
When their paths cross by chance, June is attracted to Day's good looks, charming
personality, kindness, selflessness, and courage. She is torn when she discovers his
@ i identity, and as she discovers the dark secrets of the Republic, she reconsiders her
dec151on to turn him in.

: _-,l':i

gstruggles to maintain her focus as captain while following Jack’s clues to clear Jonjon’s =g
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i Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya - Realistic - Fourteen-year-
% old “gentle giant” Marcus Vega is devoted to his mom and younger brother,
paiis% Charlie, who has Down syndrome. One way he “helps out” is earning extra cash by
| charging schoolmates protection money to keep them safe from bullies. But when
| ™ one of those bullies calls Charlie “retarded,” Marcus uses his immense strength

4 to put the bully in his place. The fallout from Marcus’s violent act leads to his
s suspension from school and a family crisis. Marcus’s mother decides the family
needs a week in Puerto Rico to figure things out.

Stamped (For Kids) by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi - Non-fiction -
Adapted from the award-winning, bestselling Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and
You, this book takes readers on a journey from present to past and back again.
Kids will discover where racist ideas came from, identify how they impact
America today, and meet those who have fought racism with antiracism. Along the
way, they will learn how to identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their own
lives.

The Marvellers by Dhonielle Clayton - Fantasy - Eleven-year-old Ella Durand is excited to be
the first Conjuror to attend the Arcanum Training Institute for Marvelous and Uncanny
Endeavors. At the institute in the sky, aspiring Marvellers from all over the world study
and hone their skills with the hope of being sorted into one of five paragons: touch, vision,
spirit, sound, and taste. Unfortunately, Ella must contend with her classmates' preconceived
notions of Conjurors being unnatural, bad, and untrustworthy. Despite a few missteps, Ella
makes new friends, excels in her class, and learns from her favorite teacher and mentor.
Things take a turn for the worse when the Ace of Anarchy, an infamous criminal, escapes
from prison. It is up to Ella and her friends to get to the bottom of things and prove once
'land for all that she belongs.

The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called Life by
Kwame Alexander - Non-fiction - This book of poems provides advice and life
lessons to young readers drawn mostly from the world of sports. Instead of
chapters, the work begins with a preface called “Warm-up: The Rules” and is then
/divided into the four quarters of a game, each having a theme: “grit,”
“motivation,” “focus,” and “teamwork and resilience.” "Passion” is included as a
ihalf-time consideration, and there is an “overtime” look at Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
There are brief profiles of athletes Wilma Rudolph, LeBron James, Pelé, and
Venus and Serena Williams, along with personal anecdotes from both male and
jfemale sports figures. A few nonathletes, including Maya Angelou, Nikki
Giovanni, Sonya Sotomayor, and Nelson Mandela are also included.

Two Degrees by Alan Gratz - Adventure - This fictional story about climate change
was inspired by the activism of Greta Thunberg. The story is told through the eyes
| of four middle school students battling climate disasters in North

America; In Nevada, Japanese American Akira Kristiansen witnesses giant
sequoias catching fire, which seems impossible. She is separated from her family
as she struggles to survive the extraordinary wildfire. In Manitoba, eighth grade
boys Owen Mackenzie and George Gruyere face ravenous polar bears. In Miami,
Puerto Rican Florida resident Natalie Torres is washed away by a hurricane. All

| characters suffer losses. The kids learn that what is happening around them is
not in isolation but affects the entire world.
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