Suggested Book List

INCOMING 7TH GRADERS

Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston - Fantasy - Amari Peters is a young
Black girl who believes her brother Quinton is alive, even if no one else does.
Everything is going wrong, and she just got expelled from school, but something
exciting is about to happen. Amari, as recommended by her brother, joins a
summer camp at the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs. She starts to learn a special
skill all her own, and discovers magical creatures exist (fairies, aliens, and
magicians, to name a few) that the Bureau must protect from average people.
Readers follow Amari as she navigates a new magical world, hones her skills, and
searches for her brother who was attempting to track down the Night Brothers-a
mysterious band of magical criminals.

Born Behind Bars by Padma Venkatraman - Realistic fiction - Kadir is a boy born
behind bars. Accused of stealing from the people she worked for, Kadir's mother
was thrown in jail without trial. In jail she learned she was pregnant. For the last
nine years, Kadir has known only life in prison. Suddenly, Kadir is deemed too
old to stay and is thrust out into a world that he has never known. On the hunt to
find his father and free his mother, Kadir must tackle countless obstacles to stay
alive on the streets of Chennai, India.

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson - Non-fictiorn - A multi award
winning author, Jacqueline Woodson recalls her childhood and the joy of
becoming a writer. Writing in free verse, Woodson starts with her 1963 birth in
Ohio during the civil rights movement, when America is "a country caught / /
between Black and White." But while evoking names such as Malcolm, Martin,
James, Rosa and Ruby, her story is also one of family: her father's people in Ohio
and her mother's people in South Carolina.

I Am Malala - Malala (Young Adult Version) - Nor-fiction - Adapted from the

adult bestseller, this inspiring memoir by activist Yousafzai sketches her brave

actions to champion education in Pakistan under the Taliban. Her father runs a

| school in the Swat Valley, where Malala proves an eager student; as the Taliban

gains influence, she increasingly becomes an international spokesperson for

| girls' right to learn. The narrative begins with a prologue in which a Taliban

gunman boards her school bus and asks, "Who is Malala?" The authors then offer
insight into the cultural and political events leading up to the shooting that

. followed and Yousafzai's dramatic recovery.

Maze Runner by James Dashner - Science Fiction - Thomas wakes up in an

4 elevator, remembering nothing but his own name. He emerges into a world of

about 60 teen boys who have learned to survive in a completely enclosed
environment, subsisting on their own agriculture and supplies from below. A new
boy arrives every 30 days. The original group has been in "the glade" for two
years, trying to find a way to escape through a maze that surrounds their living
space. They have begun to give up hope. Then a comatose girl arrives with a
strange note, and their world begins to change.
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Omar Rising by Aisha Saeed - Realistic Fiction - When Omar gets word that he is
a scholarship winner to the prestigious Ghalib Academy, his hopes rise for a
future beyond his life as the son of a loving but poor servant. A skilled soccer

| player, he plans to play on the school team and to join all manner of interesting
=™ clubs, but these aspirations are dashed by the school’s rules for first-year
i1scholarship students—no sports or clubs, plus loads of daily chores! Omar

= persists through exhaustion but cannot understand his low marks until he learns
= that scholarship kids are held to impossible standards to weed them out. Will he
be kept down, or will he fight the system?

4 Roll With It by Jamie Sumner - Realistic Fiction - 12-year-old Ellie dreams of
being a famous baker/chef, instead of being known as the "kid with cerebral palsy
in a wheelchair.” Ellie rises to the challenge of being the new girl in school and
makes new friends through her kindness, as well as her baking prowess. The book
offers a heartfelt and humorous glimpse into the life of a girl who is determined
to make her mark on a world that often perceives her as limited because of her
disability.

The Language of Ghosts by Heather Fawcett - Fantasy - Thirteen-year-old Noa
Marchena, along with her elder brother, Julian, and her little sister, Mite, barely
escaped from the overthrow of their family’s rule of the Florean Archipelago.
Now they plan to retake Julian’s throne from their mobile island base, filled with
invisible cats and guarded by a cake-loving sea serpent. Fortunately, Julian is the
most gifted mage alive; unfortunately, that very power leaves him vulnerable to
becoming an evil Dark Lord—but not if Noa has anything to say about it.

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman - Humorous Fiction - When Mr. Zachary
Kermit, a burnt-out teacher nearing early retirement, is assigned to teach

| Greenwich Middle School's most challenging students, he is unfazed. However,
once Mr. Kermit and his class of so-called "Unteachables" discover their mutual
| frustration with the education system, they start striving to do better on each
other's behalf.

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed - Graphic
™ Novel/Narrative Non-Fiction - Comic book favorite Victoria Jamieson teams up with
| Mohamed, a Somalian refugee, to tell a heartbreaking story inspired by Mohamed's
life. Cared for by kind Fatuma, an older woman who also lost her family, Omar and
his little brother Hassan have lived in the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya since they
4 were small. Their father was killed, and they were separated from their mother
while fleeing civil war. Though Omar loves looking after Hassan, who is mostly
@ nonverbal, life in the camp, where "it felt like all you ever did was wait," is very
UG difficult. When Omar can attend school, he and his friends realize they can

M increase their families' slim chances of being chosen for resettlement.
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