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Suggested Book List

INCOMING 10-1ZTH GRADERS: FICTION

All My Rage by Sabaa Tahir

This heartbreaking novel in three voices tells the interconnected stories of
Misbah, who emigrated years ago from Pakistan to Jupiter, California with her
husband to own a motel; her son Salahudin, who struggles with his mother’s
illness, his father’s alcoholism, and his own powerlessness as a teen facing adult
problems; and Noor, rescued from an earthquake by her uncle when she was a
baby in Pakistan—an action for which he will never consider the debt she owes
him paid. This is one of those YA novels to share with adults as well as teens.

Gideon Green in Black and White by Katie Henry

In this humorous spoof of hardboiled detective stories, Gideon, who solved
crimes back in middle school, has outgrown all of that now he is in high
school. But when he joins the school paper, he finds he has not lost his knack
for investigation.

I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys

In 1989 Romania, with dictator Nicolae CeauSescu in power, Cristian is
blackmailed into spying on his friends, family, and neighbors—a task he twists
into a rebellion in homage to his beloved grandfather.

Man Made Monsters by Andrea L. Rogers

Chilling stories tell about generations of a Cherokee family’s encounters with
the supernatural and violence. Beginning on the Trail of Tears, when Ama is
turned into the Undead, and continuing through 2039, the stories of Ama’s
various family members and descendants are told.

"1 Solo by Kwame Alexander and Mary Rand Hess

Through the story of a young Black man searching for answers about his life,
Solo empowers, engages, and encourages teenagers to move from heartache to
healing, burden to blessings, depression to deliverance, and trials to triumphs.
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The Getaway by Lamar Giles

Jay has a job at Karloff Country, a world-famous resort where the problems
of the outside world don’t intrude. But when wealthy resort-goers arrive to
await the end of the world in style, Jay and his fellow employees want to
know what’s going on.

The Girl Who Fell Beneath the Sea by Axie Oh

Waking in the Spirit Realm, Mina must reunite with her lost soul while
figuring out how to save her earthly people. In combining historical
folklore, magical elements, and fantastic creatures, Oh invents her own
affecting myths.

The Life and Crimes of Hoodie Rosen by Isaac Blum -

When Hoodie’s Orthodox Jewish community makes a new home in a small,
mostly non-Jewish town, antisemitic violence erupts. And Hoodie, attracted
to the most definitely non-Jewish daughter of the mayor, seems to be on the
wrong side of the controversy.

The Summer of Bitter and Sweet by Jen Ferguson

Lou, a member of the Canadian Metis tribe, will be working at her family’s
ice cream stand with two former friends for the summer. Then her father,
who has been in prison for most of Lou’s life, says he wants to see her.
And bad things start happening.

The Sunbearer Trials by Aiden Thomas

In this Mexican-inspired fantasy, Teo must unexpectedly compete against
eight of Reino del Sol’s brightest young Heroes and one unlucky 13-year-old
in a competition to become the next Sunbearer, carrying light to all the
temples of Reino del Sol and keeping away the evil Obsidian gods for another
few years. While the rewards are great, competing has a high cost: the loser
of the trials will be sacrificed in order to replenish the Sun’s power.
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Victory. Stand! Raising My Fist for Justice

by Tommie Smith, Derrick Barnes, and Dawud Anyabwile

While receiving awards for track at the 1968 Olympics, Tommie Smith and
another runner raised their black-gloved fists in protest against racial
injustice. In this memoir, Smith recalls his youth in Texas, his athletic
career, and what was going through his mind as made his life-changing
protest.

Abuela, Don’t Forget Me by Rex Ogle

Ogle’s free verse memoir is a series of vignettes, chronologically capturing
the soft and dark moments of his childhood through post-college as the
shared memories with his maternal grandmother (abuela) dim because of her
dementia.

American Murderer: The Parasite That Haunted the South by Gail Jarrow
Jarrow continues her “Medical Fiascoes” series with this concise yet
fascinating history of hookworm disease in the American South. For the first
half of the book, with her usual flair, Jarrow highlights the science of
hookworms, which has plenty of gross appeal to keep readers engaged. The
second half is equally intriguing as she focuses on Stiles’ tire-less efforts
along the cultural and historical aspects of the period.

A Face for Picasso: Coming of Age with Crouzon Syndrome by Ariel Henley
Ariel and her twin sister were born with a syndrome that caused the bones in
their heads to fuse prematurely. In an earlier time, they would have died;
they are the first to have survived, after many surgical procedures, and
much emotional pain from the reactions of people around them. If you liked
Wonder, this book is for you.

Unequal: A Story of America by Michael Eric Dyson and Marc Favreau
Racial inequality has been a part of America’s history. What has already
been done about it, and what will it take to change “the way things are.”
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