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VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
NAMED A 2022 BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

This fall, Valley Stream Central High School
earned the exemplary distinction of being named
a 2022 National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S.
Department of Education. Central was one of
only three high schools on Long Island and one
of only 20 schools across New York to earn this
accolade. It is one of the highest recognitions of
academic excellence that can be bestowed upon a
school in the United States, and is a testament to
the rigorous academic standards Central has set
for its students.

“I am so proud of the work the staff at Central
has put into creating such an outstanding learning
environment,” said Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Wayne Loper. “This achievement comes on
top of many at Central, and is a direct result of
the dedication our students, teachers and families
have shown.”

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
recognizes public and private elementary,

middle and high schools based on their overall
academic excellence or their progress in closing
achievement gaps among student subgroups. This
year, just 297 schools nationwide were given the distinction.

“Central is honored to be designated as a Blue Ribbon School,”
said Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio. “The honor is a testament to
our hard-working faculty and students. The Blue Ribbon award
magnifies Central’s excellence in teaching and learning.”

In its 21 years under Dr. Pompilio’s leadership, Central has
set a culture of high expectations for its students and teachers
and has put in place a support system to help them meet those
expectations. The school has a guidance staff consisting of
one part-time and two full-time school psychologists, two
social workers and five school counselors who are always
available to address the social and emotional needs of students
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within Central’s culture of high expectations. In addition,
Central’s teachers consistently attend professional development
conferences to keep current on best instructional practices. “I am
thankful for the abundance of resources the District provides to
ensure the academic success of our students,” Dr. Pompilio said.

“This is such a huge accomplishment for all the faculty,
administration, staff, and families of all in Valley Stream Central
High School,” said Kenneth Cummings, President of the Valley
Stream Central High School District Board of Education. “The
Board has always known what great schools we have, and now
all Long Island and beyond knows that as well. Congratulations
to all and to Dr. Pompilio, who has led the school for 21 years to
bring it to this point.”



VSCHSD Welcomes New Teachers
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The Valley Stream Central High School District welcomed

new teachers for the 2022-2023 school year with a series of
orientation sessions on August 25, 29 and 30. In total, 40 new
teachers—including part-time instructors—are joining the
faculty. Through a series of presentations, the District welcomed
the new teachers and began the process of acclimating to District
procedures ahead of the students’ arrival.

On the first day, District Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction Christian Bowen and Director of Instructional
Services Dr. Jennifer DiMaio led the introduction and provided
devices and necessary applications to successfully start the
school year. The orientation also included senior District officials
who explained the various responsibilities and tools available

at their disposal. The teachers then headed to their respective
buildings for building orientations.

On day two, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper offered
his welcoming remarks alongside visiting veteran school district
administrator Dr. Mara Bollettieri, who offered cultural and
competence training to the group. The new instructors then
headed to their respective classrooms to begin setup. After
lunch, Central and Memorial World Language Chairperson Dr.
Dan Saitta gave a presentation on active learning strategies and
learning targets.

On the last day, Mr. Bowen and model schools trainer for
Nassau BOCES, Chrissy Breglia, introduced the teachers to
the Microsoft Teams platform. The group members then broke
out into their respective home buildings for departmental staff
development sessions.

“Our teachers are the most valuable resource we have for
guiding our students through their educational careers,

and ultimately, to success,” Mr. Bowen said. “With these
introductions, we hope to give our new educators all the tools
they need to provide supportive learning environments for their
students—in many cases for the first time in their careers—and

thrive in the classroom.”
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VSCHSD ATHLETICS LAUNCHES
NIGHT GAMES FOR FALL ATHLETES

For the first time this year, fall varsity athletes in the Valley
Stream Central High School District were treated to evening
outdoor games with the full “Friday Night Lights” experience.

Typically, the boys and girls varsity soccer and football games
would begin at 5 p.m., when there is plenty of daylight, but this
season has been different. Light towers were placed on the fields
at South, North and Memorial Junior High School and the games
started at 6:30 p.m. just as the sun began to set.

The special contests gave Valley Stream athletes the exciting
opportunity to play in a new atmosphere under the bright

floodlights. “With only the field, opposing team and lights visible
to the players, there are few things more exciting than a night
game,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper. “We
wanted to replicate the feeling of playing in a major commercial
stadium for our student athletes, and with just the placement of a
few lights, we were able to do that.”

“The idea for this was brought to me by Dr. Loper and

members of the Board,” said District Athletic Director Brett
Kornblum, who came to the District in July. “When I arrived, we
immediately began preparing for the events, and so far, they have
been a huge success.”

District Adopts New Official Logo

This summer, the Valley Stream Central High School District Board of
Education adopted a new District logo. Taking inspiration from submissions
made by District art students, the new logo incorporates elements from all four
buildings—including the official colors of red, blue and green—into a sleek and

modern new emblem for our schools.

“While it may not be as consequential as how we continuously update our
curriculum, buildings and technology infrastructure to stay on the cutting edge
of education, as a front-facing piece of artwork for our District, we thought
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it would be nice to update our logo to reflect the modern approach we take to

learning,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper. “Not only does it
cleverly incorporate elements from all of our schools, but it brings some updated

aesthetics to how our District is represented.”

HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Among the places the new logo can be found includes our newly updated District website at VSCHSD.org.
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Follow Us on
Social Media!
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Like us on Facebook:
Valley Stream Central High School District

@ Instagram:
@ValleyStreamCHSD

FEATURED TEACHER:
William Miller, Central High School Social Studies Teacher

Growing up in Valley Stream, Valley Stream Central
High School social studies teacher William Miller
had a number of teachers who had a big influence

on him. But it wasn’t until he was a young adult,
however, that he realized his true calling of becoming
an educator.

After earning an undergraduate degree in
communications from Adelphi University in 2008,
Mr. Miller went into sales, but it wasn’t the right
fit. “I knew it wasn’t my calling,” he recounted. “I knew it was
something else and sure enough, teaching was it.”

Mr. Miller went back to school and earned his teaching
certification in social studies and his master’s in social studies
education from Queens College in 2012 and 2016, respectively.
He has spent the entirety of his teaching career—almost 10
years—at Valley Stream Central High School District schools,
serving as leave social studies teacher replacements at Valley
Stream North and Central high schools until 2018, when he was
given a permanent teaching position at Central.

“My students always ask about teaching, and I

tell them all the time that it’s a profession that’s
extremely rewarding,” Mr. Miller said. “I have

now had the opportunity to hear from students who
have graduated and moved on, and it is such a great
feeling seeing the success the students have had and
hearing about the impact I had on their lives. It is
super rewarding; nothing beats it.”

In addition to teaching, Mr. Miller has been active
in coaching for the District, serving as a varsity coach for Boys
Soccer and Winter Track; assistant coach for Varsity Girls
Basketball; and junior varsity coach in Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer,
Girls Basketball, Track and Field and Softball.

“It is a tremendous feeling to be able to coach in a high school,”
Mr. Miller said. “The athletes get to see you in a different light
outside of the classroom, and on the flip side, I get to see the other
side of the student athlete, and the opportunity to teach them about
responsibility and commitment. These are things that will pay off
in life for them, and to play that role is just a great feeling for me.”

VSCHSD Launches New Trade Programs

The Valley Stream Central High School District was proud to
launch new programs in career and technical education this fall.
These programs in the automotive repair, nursing and medical
assistant fields come in addition to those already available in the
commercial culinary arts and cosmetology fields, just to name a
few, and are available to all District students.

“We are always striving to provide resources for all Valley Stream
Central High School District students to pursue their interests

and passions,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wayne Loper.
“These career and technical education programs offer even more
avenues for student success on top of those in the liberal arts,
sciences and athletic fields.”
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