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Happy Homecoming 
By Maja Papandrea 

 
On the week of October 17th, South 

High School showed its pride! From fun 
events, such as the Homecoming Dance 
and Parade, to Spirit Week, which 
featured students dressing up in 
pajamas, clothing styles from different 
decades and more, many cool activities 
were happening at South. 

Each day of Spirit Week, students 
participated in wearing all sorts of 
creative clothes! During the week, there 
were also some events! At the carnival 
on Tuesday, lots of students came to 
participate in games. Additionally, the 
long-awaited Homecoming Dances 
happened! The hardworking class 
councils & their advisors created 
superhero themed banners, which were 
unveiled and shown at the Pep Rally on 
the Friday of Spirit Week! Having 
teamwork and perseverance in mind, 
the students and staff cheered each of 
the banners on. 

To end this very exciting week, there 
was the Homecoming Parade on 
Saturday morning before the football 
game! The wide range of clubs at our 
school each marched and made three 
cheers for the South Falcons football 
team, and the talented Senior Band 
played music and the Step Squad and 
Kickline performed! Snacks and 
refreshments were served. The 
cheerleaders put on an awesome show! 
The Falcons played against the 
Lawrence Golden Tornadoes and 
defeated them 34-8, which was the 
cherry on top! 

South’s 7th Friday Night Lights 
By Grace Haeun Kim 

 
       On a Friday night, the 14th of 
October, South hosted its very first 
Friday Night Lights game. All South 
students and parents were able to watch 
the football game of South against 
Locust Valley. After the covid protocols 
were lifted, South students were able to 
attend school events normally and see 
each other face-to-face again. We were 
able to come together and enjoy the fun 
events at South. 
       In this event, we saw flashing lights 
on the field, students in their white 
shirts, PTA stands with delicious foods 
and snacks, and special performances 
by the marching band and 
cheerleaders. It was so delightful to see 
the packed stands and everyone 
cheering for our football team. Although 
the weather was a little chilly, many 
students came out and showed South 
spirit. Additionally, Mr. Lipsky narrated 
the game and included fun music for 
everyone to be entertained. Some 
people from the crowd came with 
posters for their friends on the field too. 

At the end, this event was 
successful and will be memorable for 
everyone who attended. Everyone was 
cheerful as they were watching the 
game, and we definitely showed South 
pride as all parents, students, and 
teachers were able to unite for this 
event. I know everyone can’t wait for 
what this year holds! 

South’s 2022 Club Fair 
By Fabia Khandaker 

 
     On September 20th, South High 
School held its annual Club Fair, an 
event hosted after school that provided 
students with an opportunity to learn 
about the many clubs and 
extracurricular activities. Student 
representatives from each club were 
available to answer questions and 
explain to prospective members their 
group’s mission and activities. It was a 
wonderful and informative event for 
South’s students.  
         Participation in extracurricular 
activities is part of a well-rounded high 
school experience and aids in students 
making lifelong friendships and 
engaging with others that have similar 
interests as them.  

      Valley Stream South High School 
has an array of extracurricular activities 
available for students to join, including 
Student Government, honor societies, 
service clubs, special interest clubs, 
athletic clubs, and support clubs. Club 
representatives worked hard to create 
posters and brainstormed ways to 
engage students and be excited to 
engage in clubs throughout the week 
before. New clubs made a wonderful 
first appearance that filled students with 
excitement such as e-sports club. It was 
wonderful to see students’ enthusiasm 
and interest in learning about the many 
opportunities available to them to 
further engage with their individual 
interests and passions! 
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  Spirit Week & South’s 
Homecoming Dances 
By Amina Radoncic 

 
 

The week of October 17th encompassed the fun-filled festivities 
of Spirit Week that would eventually lead up to South’s Homecoming 
football game, which took place during that same weekend. Students 
and staff had the opportunity to truly showcase their South spirit and 
take part in a variety of events, beginning the week with Pajama Day 
on Monday. From simple pajama pants to animal onesies, students and 
teachers alike showed up to school dressed comfortably in outfits that 
they easily could’ve rolled out of bed in. The following day was a blast 
from the past as South everyone showed up to school wearing outfits 
from their chosen time period for Decades Day! After school, South 
students and club advisors gathered in the parking lot for the annual 
Carnival, as many clubs hosted their own individual booths with games 
and food. Next, students wore their finest outfits with a briefcase in 
hand as they took on the roles of their educators for Teacher Student 
Swap Day on Thursday. Finally on Friday, South’s halls were flooded 
with red and white as everyone displayed their Falcon pride 
throughout the day and at the Pep Rallies, but students could not 
contain their excitement for the Homecoming Dances.  

South’s Homecoming Dances made their grand return after two 
years of being shut down as a result of pandemic and they surely have 
been missed. Countless students showed up to participate in the 
events. On the 20th of October, the 7th, 8th, and 9th grader students 
gathered into South Hall and were able to experience their very first 
Homecoming Dance. The 10th, 11th, and 12th graders had their dance 
take place the following day. Students had the opportunity to dress in 
their nicest outfits as they showed at up 7:00 PM for both dances. A 
variety of refreshments were served as everyone danced the night 
away with their friends. In addition, the Homecoming Royalty was 
announced at the Senior High Dance after a week of voting took place, 
ending with the crowning of Sophia Nogueira and Trinity Smiley as 
South’s Homecoming Queen and King for the 2022-2023 school year! 
While it was disappointing to watch the evenings come to an end, 
everyone had a blast and this year’s Homecoming dances were surely 
nights to be remembered by all. 
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The Class of 2028 – 7th Grade Mixer 
By Chloe Dixon 

 
 

 On the electrifying night of October 6th, the 7th grade mixer took 

place. As soon as the 7th graders arrived on this electrifying night dressed 

in one of the variety of colors representing a specific rainbow team, they 

were given a wrist band for which team to join in with. 7th graders were 

then seated with their teams as they waited for the real fun to begin in the 

competitive games. 

The first games of the night began with jump rope, with students 

having to running across the gym and jump rope 5 five times before 

running back and tagging their teammate. Students repeated this until 

everyone had jump roped and sat down when their team finished. The 

first team to sit down won it all!  

 

The fun didn’t stop there with the second game being hula hooping. Just like with the first game, students 

had to run to the other side of the gym, but instead of jump roping they had to hula hoop. But just like the first 

game they had to swiftly run back to their team to tag their teammate and be the first to sit down.  As much as 

the 1st and 2nd games were like one another, the 3rd game was a challenge as well. The students had to carefully 

hold a ping pong ball on a spoon and walk it to the other side of the gym and back, being extra careful to try not 

to drop it. If they walked too slowly, they put their team win in jeopardy. However, as much as it was important 

to be quick it was just as important to be careful in order to win this game.  

Finally, the 4th game was the scooters. Students had to roll themselves on scooters only using their feet, 

around a cone, and back to their team. Although it sounds easy, it was way harder than it appears to be. After all 

of the competitive relay games were completed, it was finally time for the main event: the Crab Soccer Game. 

This game sounds a bit weird but trust me it’s loads of fun. The teams were required to sit together in a circle.  

Each section of the circle had their own teams 

seated by grade. There was a massive ball thrown in 

the middle of the circle and teams had to keep it 

there. If the ball was kicked behind or above 

teammate’s head, they lost a point and whoever had 

the most points in the end won. The winner ended 

up being the yellow team! 

 



5 

 

THE SOUTHERN BELL  

 

- FALL 2022 EDITION- 

 

     

Student Elections Results 

By Sasha Hicks 
 

 
Students need someone that they can look up to, someone that can represent them, and 

someone that can help lead their classes to success. These reasons are why we have people 
who have the bravery to run for class council and student government! Class councils have 
fundraisers and bake sales to support the school classes, help make the banners for the 
year, and organize meeting and events for the year. Students are elected for their class 
councils for each grade and student government that serves to speak for the whole school. 
We have amazing people as officers in each grade as well! For instance, the Class of 2023 
class officers are Sophia Nogueira as class president, Steven Huang as vice president, Kasey 
Chong as secretary, Julien Woodley as treasurer, and Madison Fraser as public relations 

officer. The Class of 2024 officers are Arianna Perez as president, Nyah Warren as vice president, Syedah Ali as secretary, Ethan 
Fazal as treasurer, and Aiden Rosado as public relations officer. Officers for Class of 2025 are Shalini Manbodh as president, Simar 
Bedi as vice president, Caitlyn Gordon as secretary, Momina Ali as treasurer, and Dua’a Baig as the officer for public relations. 
The Class of 2026 officers are Isabella Dombrosky as the class president, Ekaterina Alaverdova as vice president, Brian Cole as 
secretary, Maryum Kazam as treasurer, and Shifa Paracha as public relations officer! The Class of 2027 officers are Sudan Belnavis 
as president, Sasha Hicks as vice president, Michelle Charles as secretary, Syedah Ali as treasure and Tina Huang as public 
relations officer! That’s not all classes though, the 7th grade president is Dzamna Radoncic, Rieley Cohen as vice president, 
Antonina Russum as secretary, Kylah Ide as treasurer, and Fawaz Oyetunde as public relations officer! Keep reading for an in-
depth interview with the Class of 2023 president! 

 

Interview with Senior Class President Sophia 
Nogueira 

By Madeleine Fryling 
 
 

 
 

What made you want to run for class president?  
 
President Sophia Nogueira: “So, before I was class president in 11th and 12th grade, I 
also was vice president in 10th grade, so I feel like the foundation was already there and 
I grew up always wanting to lead and lead by example. I wanted to lead by trying to 
unite everybody. As vice president I worked under Jade Hornick and that was our first 
hybrid year when students were both online and at home, so fundraising was really 
difficult. I knew that moving forward I wanted to step in and try my best to provide 
more normalcy and comfort in 11th and 12th grade. Jade was a great president and I 
wanted to continue the legacy of greatness and continue working towards bringing the 
class together.” 
 

Who has been your biggest supporter throughout this election?  
 
President Sophia Nogueira: “During the election, I would have to say Mr. Baio was 
definitely my greatest supporter not only because he is one of the senior advisors, but 
also because he is my guidance counselor. He always pushed me to join 
extracurriculars, not because it looks good on college applications, but because I 
loved doing it. He really pushed me to run even though this upcoming year it was kind 
of difficult deciding if I wanted to continue the presidency because of so much going on 
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in my life with school and soccer and work. It's definitely a lot to balance, but I knew deep down in my heart this is something I 
love. He reminded me that when you're in tough situations and a lot is happening, you can lose sight of what matters the most to 
you and I feel like that happened to me. He really solidified the fact that leadership is something I want to continue pursuing and I 
love being able to help my classmates.” 

 
What responsibilities come with this role?  
 
President Sophia Nogueira: “So, this year specifically is a lot different than junior year presidency, but the main obligations are 
representing your class and going to meetings with administration. Last year I and all other members of the election board, would 
have meetings with Ms. Henry and talk with her about upcoming events and ways that we could improve class and school unity. 
That was something that carried over from junior year as well when we had to plan junior dinner, that was a feat, and we really had 
a great time. I feel like that was the catalyst for senior year as it reminded everyone, we don't have a lot of time left in high school. 
In terms of official events, we helped to plan homecoming and decorate for the homecoming dance. We also worked in coalition 
with student government to plan the pep rallies and make sure all the teams and clubs were represented. Additionally, I work with 
our treasurer Julian Woodley to make sure all the finances are set. I work with PR, Madison Fraser, to make sure we get all the 
photos, and everything's good for the yearbook. Kasey Chong who’s our secretary, works with getting our minutes done and 
making sure of who's in the meeting, and make sure that it gets on their transcript. So, there's a lot of moving parts and obviously I 
couldn't do it without them, but as president it's overlooking all of that. My vice president Steven Huang and I came up with the 
slogan when we were running for senior year, ‘Your Voice, Our Purpose,’ because we wanted to make sure everybody was 
represented equally and if they had any issues, they could come to us always.” 

 
Are you thinking about pursuing politics in the future?  
 
President Sophia Nogueira: “Currently I am working on college applications, and I really want to go into politics. That’s another 
reason why I wanted to continue doing the presidency, because it gives me a preview into what my future might hold. I'm going to 
be majoring in political science– my top school right now is Georgetown– so I'm going through the application process for all my 
schools, and I'm thinking about taking a pre-law track as well. Wherever I go, I can apply my leadership skills and the duties that I 
have had here at South High School onto any campus and any program that I get into.” 

 
If you could relay one message to the senior class, what would it be?  
 
President Sophia Nogueira: “I feel like this is so cliche, but my message would be to really savor these last few months. Before 
this interview, I was talking to some of my classmates, and we were talking about what schools we’re applying to and who we got 
our college recommendation letters from. I feel this duality in our class where we can have fun and we can come together and 
really enjoy events like homecoming, pep rally, and soon prom, but we can also “get down to business” as they say and focus on 
what's really important. My main message is to savor those fun moments and be sure to take any opportunity you can to have fun 
and enjoy senior year but to also never lose sight of things that are important to you: clubs, class, school, and any sports. Make 
sure you also highlight those responsibilities and make sure you can work those two together and make sure you have a really 
good balance because that's what really matters. I just wanted to give all my luck and my love to all my fellow seniors because, 
you know, without them and without their support and love, I wouldn't be in the position that I am in here today. I'm so happy that 
we are coming together and that I have such a great class to graduate with and looking forward I’m definitely going to miss them. 
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Welcoming New Staff: Personalized Interviews 
 

 
 

Ms. Argon: New Art Teacher  
 

By Nicole Belskiy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What made you want to become a teacher? 
 
“After I graduated college for art, I wasn’t sure what 

I wanted to do but I ended up interning at a museum of 
art and designs. I was working to educate schools and 
families; I realized I liked working with children, so I 
went back to school to learn how to be a teacher. In 
museums I only got to work with children on field trips, 
but I wanted to work with them all year long, so I 
became an art teacher here at South.” 

 
What has been the best part about teaching here 

at South so far? 
 
“Getting to see my student’s artwork.” 
 
What are your goals for the year as a teacher? 
 
“To introduce my students to a lot of artists and help 

them grow as artists.” 
 
What is your favorite part about teaching? 
 
“Hearing about what the students have to say about 

art and seeing their own creativity flourish.” 
 
What would you say makes you unique as a 

teacher? 
 
“Not only am I a practicing artist, but I have also 

taught in museums which is pretty unique for an art 
teacher.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Rosenblum: New Social Studies Teacher  

By Celine Rogers 

 

What made you want to become a teacher?  

“I’ve always enjoyed working with children and young adults. 
Since I was in middle school I volunteered at my synagogue as a 
student teacher in the Hebrew school. I was a soccer referee as 
well as a camp counselor in a few different day/sports camps 
around Long Island. Teaching was a no brainer for me because 
of my natural people skills, patience, and upbeat personality.”  
 

What has been the best part about teaching at South so 
far?  

“The best part about teaching at South is the community. I love 
seeing how active the students are. Whether it’s homecoming, 
sports events, or holidays the students at South really go above 
and beyond to show their school spirit. Especially after COVID it 
is really great to see everyone active and participating in school 
and community events. It also makes teaching more enjoyable 
when I have awesome and active students!”  

  
What are your goals for the year as a teacher?  

“One of my goals for the year is to learn different styles of 
teaching. People learn differently and as a teacher it is important 
to incorporate different styles of teaching into my classroom for 
different learners. Another goal I have is to get more involved. I 
have been doing sports supervisions, and I supervised the 
Senior High Homecoming Dance, as well as being the Girls 
Varsity Basketball assistant coach.”  

 
What is your favorite part about teaching?  

“My favorite part about teaching is interacting with my students. 
I love discussing interesting topics in history with my students 
and hearing their thoughts and perspectives. It is especially 
interesting because I think children and young adults have 
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Welcoming New Staff: Personalized Interviews 
Continued 

 
 

Mr. Berson: New English Teacher  

By Celine Rogers 
 

What made you want to become a teacher? 
 

“I decided to become a teacher because of a professor I had in college at the University of 
Binghamton. This professor showed me how much I could learn about myself and grow 
through studying English. After seeing how much of an impact English had on my life, I 
wanted to share my experiences with others and foster that love for the subject in my future 
students.” 

 
What has been the best part about teaching here at South so far? 

 
“The best part of teaching at South has got to be how friendly everyone is. There hasn't been a day that's gone by since I 
began teaching here that I haven't met someone who left me smiling after we spoke.” 
 

What are your goals for the year as a teacher? 
 

“My goal for this year is to inspire my students to see how beneficial studying literature is and hopefully motivate them 
to continue interacting with literature in the future.” 
 

What is your favorite part about teaching? 
 

“My favorite part about teaching is definitely interacting with students and seeing that moment where they finally grasp 
a concept they have been struggling with. When you see a student's face light up after they finally grasped what was 
being discussed it's an amazing feeling.” 
 

What would you say makes you unique as a teacher? 
 

“What makes me unique as a teacher is my desire not only to have the students understand the content, but also to have 
the students see a way to apply what they learned to their lives outside of school. I hope every student leaves my class 
with at least one new idea or skill that they can use both outside of school and in it.” 

 

 

unique ideas and perspectives that sometimes adults don’t even 
consider.”  

  
 What would you say makes you unique as a teacher?  

“What makes me a unique teacher is my ability to relate to my 
students. I am a well-rounded person with a wide variety of 
interests. I am an athlete, avid fantasy/sci-fi reader, anime 
watcher, and traveler to name a few. I think since I am on the 
younger side, I have a lot of interests that are similar to my 
students. Being able to relate is important because not only can 
I gear my lessons and discussions around pop culture interests, 
but I also can be a great resource when students need help with 
anything or just someone who’s willing to listen because it wasn’t 
so long ago that I was in your shoes!”  
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Ms. Ratner: New Math Teacher 
 

By Ekarterina Alverdova  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What made you want to become a 

teacher?  
   “I always knew I wanted to be a 

teacher, but it wasn’t until high school when 
I realized how much I loved math. I also had 
two of the best teachers for math in high 
school who always went above and beyond 
for their students. They did whatever it took 
to make sure all of us were successful.”    

  
 What has been the best part about 

teaching at South so far?  
 “I love the faculty, staff, and students 

here! Everyone has been so welcoming, 
and the environment feels like family.”  

  
 What are your goals for the year as a 

teacher?  
  “I want my students to be successful 

both inside and outside of the classroom. I 
want them to feel confident in their math 
skills and realize their potential! If they end 
up loving math by the end of the year too, 
then that is just an extra bonus!”  

  
What is your favorite part about 

teaching?  
 “I love showing students how math can 

be used in the real world and making it fun. 
I try to incorporate fun activities so that they 
get to experience the learning rather than 
just taking notes every day.”   

  
 What would you say makes you 

unique as a teacher?  
 “You won’t just see me in the classroom 

teaching math. I will be volunteering at 
numerous school activities, attending 
sporting events, and moderating clubs such 
as the step team this year! I want the whole 
student body to know me and not just those 
lucky to be in my classes.”   

Ms. Mungin: New Science 
Teacher 

By Inshall Mehmood 

What made you want to become a 
teacher? 

“When I first got into high school, I met 
my favorite science teacher Mrs. V and 
she just made science really fun and 
engaging. When we started doing 
labs, I really enjoyed the hands-on 

portion of it, working with specimens and machines. It was an exciting time 
for me in high school and she inspired me so much that I thought wow I 
want to do something like this when I grow older and want to help inspire 
kids to love science.” 

What is the best part about teaching at South? 

“The best part about teaching at South is my students. I have developed 
such good relationships with my students, and it’s been just so fun having 
them participate inside the classroom even walking in the hallways and 
having them call out my name and say ‘hello’ to me it just feels so warm 
and welcoming and I couldn’t honestly wish for more.” 

 What are your goals for the year as a teacher? 

“My goal this year as a teacher is to build up my students to be avid 
science learners. I would like my students to use their critical thinking 
skills, question the natural world as opposed to giving them the answers 
to why the world is the way it is.” 

 What is your favorite part about teaching? 

“My favorite part about teaching is being involved with my students 
whether it is inside the classroom experimenting for chemistry & science 
or working with the step club. Seeing my students do such amazing work, 
having my students motivated, and knowing that they’re doing things for 
themselves. Also, building confidence, friendships and so many beautiful 
things that in other high schools I don’t always see happen.  To be a part 
of the community where the students and the administration are just so 
loving and supportive has just been a total blessing for me. All of these 
things are my favorite!” 

What would you say makes you unique as a teacher? 

“I would say what makes me unique as a teacher is the extraordinary 
amount of love that I have for this profession, every day I wake-up feeling 
super motivated and happy to come to work. Every day I leave feeing so 
accomplished and proud of the work that I’ve done with my students. What 
makes me unique is the bond I have with my students. I feel we identify 
with each other very well and we both mutually respect and motivate each 
other every day. There’s a unique bond that I have with each and every 
one of my students, each one being so different yet so fruitful and honest. 
I just hope that I’m one of those teachers that my students will remember 
for the rest of their lives.” 
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AP Scholars Award Ceremony  
By Bethany Kosinski  

 
 
 

 On Thursday October 11th, family and faculty came 
to celebrate the hard-earned achievements of the AP 
Scholar Award recipients. The College Board 
recognizes students who received 3 or higher on at 
least three of their APs—the more exams a student 
takes and meets such criteria, the more prestigious the 
award. Some students even were awarded as an AP 
Scholar with Distinction, given only to students who 

obtained an average of a 3.5 on five or more exams, and the AP Capstone Diploma was presented to those who 
completed and scored a 3 or higher for both years of the Capstone Program. It’s clear that these students 
worked incredibly hard and showed tremendous dedication to their academics, and this ceremony was a 
perfect opportunity for the scholars to be acknowledged for their accomplishments. South is incredibly proud 
of their devoted students!  

The 2022 Key Club 
By Florence Jalloh 

 
An organization that teaches leadership through service does not only sound great but 

is great as well. While Key Club is an international organization, Key Club in Valley 
Stream South High School is involved and active in helping their community through 
various projects. This year they have been working with the Valley Stream 
Beautification Committee and attending the monthly “community clean-ups,” wrote 
letters for “Letters Against Isolation” which are sent to senior citizens, they attended 
the Valley Stream Breast Cancer Walk sponsored by Assemblywoman Solages’ office, 

and much more! President Caraline Scanlon and Lieutenant Governor Steven Huang gave 
insight into how Key Club shapes the way people view community service along with why it 

may encourage a student to join. Although a lot of what the club does is community-based, Steven voices that it also 
extends out of South, and “by partnering with the mayor’s office or the caking community, it allows us to do 
everything we can to broaden the opportunities given to our members so they choose what services they want to 
perform,” clarifying that the more connections built, the more it provides the members of the club a wide variation 
of choices to choose from. Volunteering should be something positive that YOU want to do, that is why the array of 
options are given. Caroline notes that Key Club makes people see that by enlisting to help out you’re helping 
others and establishing a strong community. Their motto of “we do it for the cause, not the applause” really 
enhances what the club stands for; that to improve one’s community, one must take initiative, while also reflecting 
on themselves. It is true that the club looks good on your transcript, but to be part of an organization that is in 40 
different countries and has over 300,000 members (about half the population of Wyoming) who taught generations 
of students is amazing and gets your name out there. Thus far, Key Club has made a tremendous amount of 
progress, and Caroline lists that they have had “car drives, currently working on a shoe drive, have already worked 
with an organization that employs special needs adults to make granola, have partnered with UNICEF, soles4soles, 
and Alex’s lemonade stand” to name a few. The club is an essential part of South and members are not only diligent 
but actively trying to strive to make a change in their environment.  
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South’s Fall Athletics at a Glance 
\ 
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Fall Recipe: Pumpkin 
Brownies 

By Veronica Chmiel 

 
 
 
 
 
You’re coming back from a long day of Pumpkin picking, and you decide you want to cook a cozy recipe. 

You look at your “Fall recipes” book and you search for a recipe made with pumpkins. Right there, on the 
second page, is the perfect recipe after a long day; pumpkin brownies. 
 
 Ingredients:  

  1/2 cup butter  
 6 oz semisweet or bittersweet chocolate choppe  
 2 cups all-purpose flour  
 1 tsp baking powder  
 1 tsp salt  
 1 1/2 cups sugar  
 4 large eggs (room temperature)  
 1 1/4 cups pumpkin puree not pumpkin pie mix  
 1/4 cup vegetable oil  
 1 tsp cinnamon  
 1 tsp pumpkin pie spice  
 1/3 cup chocolate chips for the top (optional)  

  
Preparation: 
  

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Line a 9×9 baking pan with foil or parchment paper. Spray the bottom 
of a lined pan with non-stick oil.  

2. In a heavy pot on low heat, melt butter and chocolate, stirring until its smooth and melted. Remove it from 
heat and set it aside.  

3. With an electric mixer, combine sugar and eggs and beat until very 
well combined. Add in flour, baking powder and salt and stir until 
combined, but don’t not overmix.  

4. Divide an egg, sugar, and flour mixture evenly into two bowls. To 
one bowl add melted chocolate mixture and stir until combined. In 
the other bowl, add pumpkin, oil and spices to the mixture and stir 
until combined.  

5. Layer pumpkin and brownie batters into the 9×9 pan and use a 
knife to swirl the batters together. If your adding chocolate chips to 
the top, sprinkle them on top of the batter. Bake for approximately 
40-45 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the center comes 
out almost clean. Allow to cool on a wire rack prior to serving.  
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Fall Recipe: Classic Apple Crisp 

By Momina Ali 

 
 

As sweater-weather kicks in, it's time for a fresh start to Fall.  With 
ingredients that you’ve definitely got at home, this apple crisp is easy to 
make and eat!  It consists of freshly sliced apples, topped with crisp and 
buttery cinnamon oats.  The dessert also pairs perfectly with vanilla ice 
cream.  Its sure to satisfy your cravings for a Fall-like dessert.  Enjoy!  
 
Ingredients:  
 
For the Filling-  

 4 lbs. firm-crisp apples or 11-12 medium-sized apples  
 2 tablespoons lemon juice  
 ¾ cup granulated sugar, or to taste*  
 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour   
 1 ½ teaspoons cinnamon  

 
For the Crumb Topping-  

 1 ¾ cups flour  
 ½ cup packed brown sugar  
 ¼ cup granulated sugar  
 ½ teaspoon cinnamon  
 ¼ teaspoon salt  
 1 cup unsalted butter or 16 tablespoons (room temperature)  
 1 cup rolled oats  

  
Preparation:  
 

1. Prep: Butter a 9x13 casserole dish with ½ tbsp butter.  Preheat the oven to 375 F.  
2. Peel, core, and thinly slice apples.  There 

should be 12 cups of sliced apples.  Squeeze 2 
tbsp of lemon juice over the apples and toss to 
coat.  

3. In a separate bowl, mix together ¾ cup sugar, 
3 tbsp flour, and 1 ½ tsp cinnamon then 
sprinkle mixture over apples and toss to 
combine.  Transfer apples into the buttered 
casserole dish.  

4. In a large bowl, use your hands to mix 
together flour, oats, brown and granulated 
sugar, cinnamon, and salt for the topping.  Add 
the diced butter and work it into the mixture 
with your hands until pea-sized crumbs 
form.  Spread topping over apples.  

5. Bake at 375 F for 45-50 minutes or until the 
topping is golden and apples are bubbling at 
the edges.  
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#TRENDING: Show 
By Ivan Hostiuk  

The long-awaited second batch of episodes from the anime adaptation of 
JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure’s sixth part, Stone Ocean, just released on 
September 1st. For anyone who’s unfamiliar with it, JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure 
(JJBA for short) is a long running manga series written by Hirohiko Araki 
that’s been going since 1986, split into multiple parts, all chronicling the 
adventures of the Joestar bloodline. The anime adaptation has been 
produced by David Production, starting in 2012, and the latest season was 
picked up by Netflix. I want to avoid spoiling anything, but the crux of it is 
battles between people with physical manifestations of their fighting spirit 
called stands, which all grant them unique abilities. The fights between the 
stand users work to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of each stand, 
and the abilities are always used in clever and creative ways on both sides 
in order to try and defeat the opponent. Examples of these stands (from 
earlier seasons, not this batch of episodes) include Oasis, which allows its 
user to liquify the ground and swim through it, or Enigma, which lets the 
user fold objects and people into paper. The animation is great, the 
soundtrack is great, and the plot is great, though there’s a catch – it still isn’t 
finished. Netflix prefers releasing shows on a binge-friendly model, 
meaning that instead of doing weekly episode releases you’ll have to wait 
for months on end for the episodes to release all at once. Rumor has it the 
next episodes will release between December of this year and March of the 
next. If you manage to go through every season of JJBA leading up to these 

episodes before then, you’ll either have to switch to reading the manga to continue the story or wait for the 
episodes to release. What’s out now though is great and compelling anime for anyone who wants to see it. 

#TRENDING: Book  
By Bethany Kosinksi 

One Last Stop is author Casey McQuiston's second novel, following her award-
winning debut novel, Red, White, And Royal Blue. The book follows August, a 23-year-
old college student, struggling to figure herself out while finishing college in New 
York City. She moves in with eclectic artist Myla, psychic Niko, and Wes who may or 
may not be in love with the guy next door. August spent her entire life helping her 
mother search for her lost uncle, who went missing before she was even born. But now 
she spends her days going to college, working at "Pancake Billy's House Of 
Pancakes", and swooning over the mysterious girl on the train. The problem is, she 
doesn't know who this girl is, no one does, not even the mysterious girl. One Last Stop 
is about finding your place, the people you love, and yourself. If you love YA and 
contemporary novels this should be at the top of your list, it’s a page turner that you 
won’t be able to put down. 
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#TRENDING: Movie 
By Destiny Anne DeCastro 

On the 30th of September a groundbreaking sequel was released - Hocus 
Pocus 2! If you haven’t seen the first one, which came out in 1993, then you truly 
have no childhood. Unless you live under a bridge or have a strong hatred 
towards Halloween, then you’ve most likely seen the first Hocus Pocus. But if you 
didn’t, then here is a quick recap on the first movie (I’m seriously judging you, 
if you didn’t see the movie): Hocus Pocus is a fantasy comedy film that follows 
the villainous but iconic Sanderson sisters. Without giving too much away, they 
were resurrected by a teenage boy Max Dennison and were given the 
opportunity to wreak havoc on all of Salem Massachusetts, long story short it 
didn’t work out. Hocus Pocus 2 starts off with a back story on how the sisters 
ended up as power hungry witches, the movie based their life in chronology 
with the Salem Witch trials. Years later they were resurrected once again by the 
black flame candle. This candle is very special, if it is lit the witches can roam 
Salem to spread their mischievous evil until it goes out at sunrise aka November 
1st. The movie emphasized the importance of femininity and girl power through 
a girl group that remained the protagonists of the movie. Hocus Pocus is an 
iconic movie, it’s an absolute classic and Hocus Pocus 2 modernizes the movie for newer generations to enjoy. 
Both movies are streaming on Disney+, and even though there is a Halloween theme to the movie, it is a movie 
you can grab a bucket of watch popcorn and blanket to the whole year.   

 

#TRENDING: Movie 
By Dash Alschuler-Pierce 

 

Despite an early May release for Top Gun: Maverick, it manages to 
still surprise and wow audiences, keeping its spot in theaters. The Top 
Gun sequel, directed by Joseph Kosinski, manages to live up to its 
predecessor, with many audiences even claiming it is better than the 
beloved classic. Full of action, heart, and good craft, it is a family friendly 
movie that has brought and will continue to bring eager theatergoers, 
reviving the movies. Top Gun: Maverick documents Lieutenant Pete 
“Maverick” (Tom Cruise) and his final journey as a pilot while protecting 
his deceased best friend's son (Miles Teller). Pete faces the ghosts of his 

past, bringing up broken relationships, past grief, and resentment to those who don’t believe in him. 
Regardless of the complicated story for a blockbuster, Top Gun: Maverick is filled with airplane-action and 
gripping battles, creating one of the most immersive movie experiences of the decade! 
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Word Search 
By Caitlyn Gordon 
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Fall Crossword 
By Faisal Irfan Nageer 
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