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TWILIGHT PROGRAM OFFERS ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS
It is a well-accepted truism in the field of education that no one 
educational path is right for all children. Some students thrive in a 
competitive environment, while others need more individualized 
attention. Some students enjoy and excel in the traditional high 
school environment while for others, a smaller, less intimidating 
school setting is what propels them to achieve their full potential. 
The impact of the pandemic, for many students, has resulted in 
a myriad of challenges for our students; for example, for some 
students, it has been the need to find employment to help with 
family finances, making attendance at high school during the 
typical school day impossible. So the question naturally arises, 
what can be done for these students? How do we make sure they 
do not fall through the proverbial crack? 

For the Valley Stream Central High School District, the  
answer comes in the classrooms of the District’s innovative 
Twilight Program. Providing a smaller, more intimate setting,  
low student-to-teacher ratio, individualized instructional plans, 
and taking place in the evening hours, the Twilight Program 
offers a personalized educational pathway for these students to 
achieve academic success and earn a high school diploma.  

“We believe the Twilight Program can be a game-changer 
for students who find the traditional high school educational 
environment overwhelming or may not be afforded the 
circumstances to attend high school during the day,” said Dr. 
Wayne Loper, Acting Superintendent of Valley Stream Central 
High School District. “Each student comes from a different 
background. They each have different challenges away from 
the school setting. This individualized program supports these 
students in a way that ensures they are given the best opportunity 
to achieve to their highest potential in their high school journey.”

The Twilight Program started on October 4. Students attend 
classes on a schedule of Monday through Thursday, from  
3:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.  The Twilight’s Regents-based curriculum 
includes all required learning subjects, broken up by days. 
Mondays and Wednesdays are English, history and art while 
Tuesdays and Thursdays are math, science and physical 
education. The program takes place at Memorial Junior High 
School, and is open to all District students in grades 10-12. 

Interested students should speak to their guidance counselor 
about the Twilight Program to see if it’s a good fit for them. 

“I am extremely excited about the Twilight Program,” said 
Danielle N. Williams, Director of Alternative Programs and 
Principal of the Twilight Program. “As a proud mother of two 
boys with specific educational needs, I know the potential 
this program has to positively impact students. It is taking the 
academic rigor of our high school program and adapting it to a 
smaller and more focused setting. By offering it in the evening,  
it is open to our young community members who would not  
be attending high school otherwise. That alone makes this 
program invaluable.”   
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In August, we welcomed 18 new staff members to the Valley 
Stream Central High School District to help kick-off our fall 
2021 school year. Orientation, which was held in August, 
welcomed new teachers and school psychologists to the 
District through a day of warm introductions and talks of 
District goals and visions for the year.

The day started with welcoming and introductory remarks 
from the Acting Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Wayne Loper, 
followed by brief presentations from Mr. Clifford Odell, 
Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Administration 
and Mr. Emmanuel Glasu, Assistant Superintendent for 
Finance and Operations. Each department director of the 
District also had the opportunity to introduce themselves 
while giving fun and exciting overviews of the offerings in 
their particular department.

“It was such a great pleasure welcoming all of our new staff 
members,” said Dr. Loper. “I enjoyed getting to know a little 
bit more about our new staff and I look forward to witnessing 
the valuable interactions between them and our District’s 
students this year.” The orientation session concluded 
with Mr. Christian Bowen, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction and Dr. Jennifer J. DiMaio, 
Director of Instructional Services, hosting a Microsoft Teams 
training overview to ensure all new staff members were 
aware of classroom expectations, professional development 
opportunities, and overall District goals.

Don’t hesitate to reach out to these new staff members and 
show them a warm Valley Stream CHSD welcome!

Welcome to All Our New Staff Members!



The Valley Stream Central High School 
District is excited to announce that all 
of its Wellness Centers opened this fall 
at each of the District’s four schools. 
These Wellness Centers, which are open 
every Tuesday from 3:30 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m., provide a safe space for students 
to freely discuss the issues facing them. 
Additionally, through a partnership with 
Northwell Health, every member of the 
community has access to the Behavioral 
Health Center in Rockville Centre to 
address issues concerning mental health.

“We are pleased to offer our students 
a supportive space to open up and 
feel comfortable to speak about 
anything,” said Dr. Wayne Loper, Acting 
Superintendent of Schools. “The pandemic has highlighted the importance of mental health for children as well as adults, and these Wellness 
Centers are an important part of how we are addressing these issues.”

At each Wellness Center during the Tuesday sessions, social workers, counselors and psychologists are available to work with anyone - student, 
faculty, staff member, or community member - who feels they would benefit from the services offered or just needs to talk to someone. Each 
month there are various themes based on the feedback received from District stakeholders regarding those issues most important to the Valley 
Stream community. The District is considering new ways of supporting mental health in the Valley Stream community, which could mean 
expanding the number of days the Centers are open each week

Mental Health Wellness Centers Opened 
At Each School This Fall

For two talented Valley Stream Central High School students, their musical capabilities have awarded 
them the opportunity to participate in NYSSMA’s All-State Winter Conference in Rochester. The 
conference, which takes place each November, selects 900 students to participate out of over 7,000 
statewide who audition each year. 

Senior Emily Monfort, a violinist, and senior Christine Ng-Leyba, a trombonist, were among 
those 900 students selected, placing them in the top 12 percent of musically talented students 
throughout the State. Both students prepared a NYSSMA Level VI solo that won them seats to 
perform at the Winter Conference alongside others from 15 regional zones.

“I am so proud of these two passionate and hard-working students who were selected by the All-
State Committee for the NYSSMA All-State Conference,” said Dr. Adam G. Erdos, Director of Fine & 
Performing Arts for the Valley Stream Central High School District. “I am excited to see these students participate in something they 
worked so hard for. They truly deserve it.”  

The NYSSMA All-State Conference is broken up into eight separate performing ensembles. Congratulations to Emily Monfort and 
Christine Ng-Leyba, of Central High School, for being selected to perform at the All-State Conference! 

TWO VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS SHOW OFF ALL-STATE LEVEL TALENT

On Tuesday, September 21st, the Valley Stream 
Central High School District celebrated the grand 
opening of its new Wellness Centers by having a 
Wellness Kick-Off. In these photos, students and 
staff from each school show support for mental 
health and wellness through various wellness 
oriented activities
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Wouldn’t it be great if high school students were given the 
opportunity to work in college-level science laboratories? Well, 
for students in the Valley Stream Central High School District, 
this is an every-day reality! The science labs in each of our 
schools have now been completely renovated.

“Watching our science labs be completely renovated was  
like an episode of extreme makeover—science lab edition,”  
said Jeanette Azzaretto, Chair of the South High School  
Science Department. “These new labs, equipped with modern 
safety features and lab equipment, give our students the 
preparation they need to be successful when taking college-level 
science courses.” 

“These new state-of-the-art science labs are the real deal,”  
said Angelo Stanco, Chair of Central High School and Memorial 
Junior High School Science Departments. “We had constant 
conversations with the teachers to see what would work best for 
the success of our students. We really thought of every detail.”

“The new state-of-the-art science labs allow our students to 
benefit from the professional lab setting and seating while 
integrating the newest technology into classroom lessons and 
lab activities,” said John Pandolfi, Chair of the North High 
School Science Department. “The new labs have been designed 
with professional style setups, utilizing group lab tables spaced 
out across the room while maximizing the teaching area for 
instruction. Each classroom included enhancements such 
as more counter space, storage, safety equipment, and were 
designed to support the curriculum such as new dishwashers, 
sinks, gas, and fume hoods for chemistry.”

Laura Byrne always knew she was 
meant to work with students with special 
needs. Working as a special education 
teacher in the Valley Stream Central High 
School District for 33 years, her fuel has 
always been the students and their drive for 
learning. 

Ms. Byrne started her career in 1983 as a special education 
teacher at Nassau BOCES. In 1988, she moved to the Valley 
Stream Central High School District, where she has worked as a 
special education teacher at North High School ever since. 

Over her three decades in the District, Ms. Byrne has been 
a driving force behind several innovative programs for the 
District’s special needs students, including a co-op program 
in which special needs students would go to school one day 
and then work at local businesses in order to help immerse 
them in life after school. Currently, in addition to her teaching, 
Ms. Byrne serves as the Club Advisor of Students Against 
Destructive Decisions (SADD) and is part of the team that 
launched North High School’s Wellness Center. 

“Helping to get our kids–not just special needs students, but 
all our students–to be excited about school again after all the 
challenges of these past two years is my biggest goal,” said Ms. 
Byrne. “I am very appreciative of this District and all the support 
the administration and my colleagues in North High School 
have always given me in my work. There is absolutely no place 
I would rather be teaching than right here.”  In her free time, 
Ms. Byrne enjoys spending time with her first granddaughter, 
traveling with her family, and reading a good book. 

Valley Stream Students Use  
College-Level Science Labs
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Laura Byrne, Special Education


