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Featured Teacher

Darla Collins, Memorial Junior High School Art Teacher

Darla Collins was inspired to pursue
a career path as an art teacher through
her passion for the visual arts and
connections she makes with children.
“I attended Edward R. Murrow High
School in Brooklyn and was always
involved in art events and contests, art
and set design, and I helped the art
teachers,” she said. “My mentor was
my math teacher, and he gave me the
confidence to be a part of something
very large. He was the teacher that
I wanted to model when I became a
teacher”

Mrs. Collins received her associate’s
degree in art and advertising from New

York City Technical College in Brooklyn.

She worked in the advertising field in
New York City for 17 years as an art
director and producer of photo catalog
fashion shoots. She also traveled with
different agencies and freelanced, while
also student teaching at Howell Road
Elementary School of the Valley Stream
13 School District and at Memorial
Junior High School in 2000. She
attended C.W. Post for another seven
years at night to complete her bachelor’s
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degree in art education and master’s
degree in computer graphics.

Her goal as an art teacher, especially
at the middle school level, is to inspire
young students to enjoy the arts and
discover their inner creative abilities.
“Art is a vehicle of expression that can
help all, even if they think they are not
able to,” she said. “This year and a half
has been the most challenging for me
as well as all my colleagues in art and
all subjects. My goal was to keep hands-
on projects ‘the focus’... The students
needed time to use their hands, not
computers for one class out of the day, to
create and stay positive about the world
around them.

What Mrs. Collins enjoys most
about her position is that it allows her
to interact with a third or more of the
student population every year. “I was
the art and scenic director for the school
plays for many years,” she said. “I love to
see kids smile” In addition to loving her
job, she also enjoys working for a district
that’s diverse and that encourages and
displays character education.

Her most notable accomplishments
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as a Memorial Junior High School art
teacher include participating in the
Olympics of the Visual Arts with many
groups of students, being a mentor

to new teachers in the department,
creating many displays for a majority
of Memorial’s events and clubs and
participating in the Memory Project
Portraits.

Mrs. Collins is also part of the New
York State Art Teachers Association.
On her free time, she enjoys outdoor
activities such as kayaking, skiing and
bike riding. She also volunteers at Bobbi
and the Strays in Freeport.

Hon. Toni Pomerantz, President

Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. Patricia Farrell

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Hon. James Lavery
Hon. Lisa Pellicane
Hon. Armando Hernandez

Wayne Loper, Ed.D., Acting Superintendent of Schools

Hon. John Maier, Vice President

Hon. William P. Stris
Hon. Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Kristina Howley at howleyk@vschsd.org or 872-5628.




VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HiGH ScHOOL DISTRICT

SERVER

www.vschsd.org ® Summer 2021

lop Tu;m(LﬂSS

Our district has recognized the Class of 2021
valedictorians and salutatorians districtwide.
These students have demonstrated extraordinary
skills, talents, determination and capacity for
learning throughout their high school careers.

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

VALEDICTORIAN — Peace Oloko

Peace graduated with a 108.9 GPA. She was
involved in the school’s Student Council, SADD
and YOLO club, Eagle Connection and was the
vice president of the National Honor Society.

In previous years, she was also treasurer of the
Japanese Club, vice president of the Chem Club,
and a member of the school’s varsity girls tennis
team, Central Medical Leaders, Future Business
Leasers of America, Tri-M Music Honor Society,
Treble Choir and more. She will attend the
University of Pennsylvania with a QuestBridge
Scholarship.
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SALUTATORIAN — Mary Chong

Mary graduated with a 107.4 GPA. She was the
treasurer for the Class of 2021, vice president of
the Tri-M Music Honor Society, treasurer for the
National Honor Society, and member of the Peer
Mentors and school’s varsity girls tennis team. In
previous years, she was the treasurer for Future
Business Leasers of America, a member of the
VideoTech Club and more. She will be attending
CUNY Hunter College in the fall and will be in

the school’s Nursing Scholars Program.

SALUTATORIAN — Alexandra Wells

Alexandra graduated with a 110.3 GPA. She was
the president of the National Science Honor
Society and chairperson of the Spartan Mini-

VALEDICTORIAN — Swumaiya Ramsaroop
Sumaiya graduated with a 110.5 GPA. She

participated in several extracurricular activities,
including vice president of the Math Honor

Society, Science Honor Society, English Honor
Society, Rho Kappa Honor Society, Language
Honor Society, Ecology Club, Student Council,
Black Student Union and more. She also received
national honors as a member of the National
Honor Society, National Junior Honor Society
and achieved the National AP Scholar. Sumaiya
will attend Brown University in the fall.

THON. She was also a member of the Student
Peer Organization, the Ecology Club, the National
Honor Society, National Math Honor Society,
Language Honor Society, English Honor Society
and more. Alexandra participated in other
extracurricular activities including the girls varsity
soccer, winter track and spring track teams. She
will attend University of Georgia in the fall.

SOUTH HIG

VALEDICTORIAN — Amzrit Kaur Pabla
Amrit graduated with a 109.4 GPA. She participated

in several extracurricular activities, including the
Science Honor Society, the National Junior Honor
Society, president of the National Honor Society,
Math Honor Society, Language Honor Society,
History Honor Society, vice president of the Key
Club, Student Government and more. Amrit is also a
National AP Scholar with Distinction, AP Capstone
Diploma, and a Junior Science and Humanities
Symposia Semifinalist. She will be attending
Macaulay Honors at Queens College in the fall.
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SALUTATORIAN — Zhi Lin

Zhi graduated with a 108.6 GPA. He’s part of
several organizations, including the National
Honor Society, Science Honor Society, Math
Honor Society and History Honor Society. He
was also a National AP Scholar. In addition,

he was part of the school’s Wind Ensemble, Pit
Orchestra, District Band and Orchestra, Nassau
All-County Band, Long Island University Festival
Band, New York All-State Symphonic Band and
New York All-State Wind Ensemble. Zhi will be
attending Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
in the fall.



Valedictorian — Peace Oloko

“Even though this was not the
senior year that we expected, we
made it work out. Rather than
focusing on the negative, it is
important that we realize what
we gained. While the pandemic
might have impacted us in diverse
ways, I believe that in between
the challenges we must recognize
the upside. At the very least we
can all say, “Wow, we survived a
pandemic.”
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Salutatorian — Mary Chong

“For many people, this past year
has been the most impactful in
their lives. We have yet to stop to
take a breath. Healing begins with
remembrance. Reflect on the past
year and the memories we made
to cope with lost time. Healing
begins with taking care of ourselves
by stepping back from the stirring
wheel and giving ourselves time to
recuperate.”

CONGRATUI

Our Memorial Junior High School field |
was filled with excitement during the Class
of 2021 graduation ceremonies. Although 5
the events for Central, North and South ]
high schools were held on different days, l
the students started a new chapter of their

lives.

Graduates were joined by families and 1
friends, members of the Board of Education
and administrators at each gathering. z

Vale
“Co
Stay
its
spa
arer
any
all «
I an
wal
pro

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Salutatorian — Alexandra Wells

“Our distinctive commitment to :
and constant consideration for otl
remarkable. We will continue to v
change, we will continue to create
and we will not for a second ever
believing that we can. Move forw:
with courage, be bold, weird and -
Remember that no matter how ol

get, you will always be a kid. So b
and, above all else, be kind.”
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Principals, valedictorians and salutatorians,
tudent representatives and faculty advisers
shared words of inspiration and reflection.
Musical performances were also provided
>y members of the Class of 2021.

Following the distribution of diplomas,
he graduates turned the tassels on
heir caps from right to left and then
>mbraced each other in celebration of their
iccomplishment.

Valedictorian — Amrit Kaur Pabla
“Instead of focusing on what has
happened, we should focus on what
is coming and what our future will
hold. I know every single one of
you have the potential to achieve all
of your goals and be the person you
want to be in life. I know it seems
like the good times are coming to
an end but graduation is not the
end; it’s a new beginning into the
world.”

dictorian — Sumaiya Ramsaroop
ntinue to shape and be shaped.

7 soft in a world that will go out of
vay to harm you and revel in all the
e you contain and can take up. We
't forgetting anything, nor leaving
thing behind. We remain bound by
f the ways we shaped each other.

1 proud to know you and to have
ked alongside you, and I'm even
nder to have been shaped by you.”
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Salutatorian — Zhi Lin
dvocacy “Unfortunately, there might be some
1ers is personal goals and expectations we fail
relcome to meet, but I implore everybody to
it continue to give it your all. As long as
stop we continue to put work into the system,
wrd we’ll eventually reach the transition
silly. state, and all will have been worth it.”
d you

e a kid




