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Valley Stream North High School senior Ritwik Bhatia 
and Valley Stream Central High School senior Archer 
Casimir have been named two of 16,000 semifinalists in 
the 2014 National Merit Scholarship Program.   

Ritwik and Archer represent the top one-third of 
approximately 50,000 high scorers who took the PSAT/
NMSQT. Students are ranked with a selection index score 
based on their combined scores in critical reading, writing 
and math.  

Semifinalists can compete to be named 
finalists and continue on to receive college 
and corporate-sponsored scholarships, 
as well as the prestigious National Merit 
Scholarship. Ritwik and Archer will be 
notified in February of their standing.	

To become finalists, Ritwik and 
Archer must maintain their academic 
records throughout the school year, 
receive recommendations from their 
high school principal and achieve SAT 
scores commensurate with their PSAT 
performances. 

In addition, Samara Ford, a senior 
at North High School, was named a 
Commended Student in the 2014 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. 

Approximately 34,000 
Commended Students throughout 
the nation are being recognized 
for their outstanding academic 
promise. Although they will not 
continue in the 2014 competition 
for National Merit Scholarships, 
Commended Students placed 
among the top 5 percent of the 
1.5 million students who entered 
the competition by taking the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

Samara will be able to share her 
academic accomplishments with 
the colleges and universities to 
which she applies. 

In what administrators and staff described as a noteworthy 
accomplishment, the New York State Education Department named 
South High School as one of only 353 New York State Reward Schools 
recognized for its high performance.

Reward Schools are those schools that have made the most progress 
or have the highest achievement in the state and do not have significant 
gaps in student achievement that are not being closed.

South High School Principal Maureen Henry said that the school was 
honored with this designation based on student performance on state 
assessments. She added that a collaborative effort among staff, parents 
and administrators to ensure that every student can learn to meet his or 
her full potential has played a major role in student achievement.

“No school is successful if the whole school community is not 
involved — everyone has to do their piece,” Ms. Henry explained. “I am 
so proud and excited to know that the efforts of all the students, staff and 
administration are being recognized.” 

Samara Ford, a senior at North 
High School, was recently named 
a semifinalist in the 2014 National 
Achievement Scholarship Program. 

The National Achievement 
Scholarship Program began in 
1964 to recognize academically 
promising black American 
students throughout the nation. 
Nearly 1,600 outstanding black 
American high school seniors 
have earned this honor from 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation each year. Samara has 
the opportunity to compete for one 
of approximately 800 Achievement 
Scholarship awards, to be offered 
in the spring. 

To become a finalist and to be considered for a National Achievement 
Scholarship, Samara must fulfill a series of requirements, including 
maintaining a consistent record of high academic performance. She 
must also receive letters of recommendation and achieve SAT scores 
commensurate with her PSAT performance. 

The district congratulates Samara on her achievement, and wishes her 
success as she strives to become a finalist. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich, left, North High School 
Principal Clifford Odell and Board of Education President Elise Antonelli, 
right, congratulate North High School senior Ritwik Bhatia on being named 
a semifinalist in the 2014 National Merit Scholarship Program.   

Valley Stream North High School Principal 
Cliff Odell congratulates senior Samara Ford 
on being named a semifinalist in the 2014 
National Achievement Scholarship Program. 

Central High School Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio congratulates 
senior Archer Casimir on being named a semifinalist in the 2014 
National Merit Scholarship Program.   

Valley Stream CHSD Students 

Earn National 
Recognition    

South High School Named a 
Reward School by NYSED

National Achievement 
Semifinalist 

North High School senior Samara Ford was 
named a Commended Student in the 2014 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
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Dear Parents, Students, and Community Members: 

The 2013-2014 school year is underway and, 
even though we are only a few months in, we are off 
to a strong start. A tremendous thank you goes out 
to faculty and staff who welcomed students back to 
school and helped them settle into what we expect to 
be another outstanding academic year.

With a new school year come new beginnings, 
opportunities and challenges. This year, we will 
continue our work to review curriculum, instruction 
and assessments to become better aligned with the 
state-mandated Common Core Learning Standards. 
In conjunction with analysis of student performance 
on the ELA and Math assessments, we will use 
Common Core resources to provide academic 
intervention where needed to ensure that all students 
achieve at high levels. 

We will also continue to remain mindful of 
essential resources necessary for our students 
to excel. We completed some important capital 
improvement projects this summer, most notably 
— and visible — is the addition of a new computer 
lab in each of our schools. We will continue to 
assess technology resources to enhance learning 
and, as always, we remain committed to providing 
professional development to all teachers to make 
sure our resources are being utilized to their fullest 
potential. 

Always of paramount importance is the 
continuation of our many educational initiatives, 
which result in exceptional, positive strides in Valley 
Stream. Last spring, all of our high schools were 
recognized as being among the best high schools in 
the nation by the Washington Post, Newsweek and 
US News and World Report. A record number 286 
students earned Advanced Placement Scholar Awards 
for their achievement on AP exams, and our students 
continue to receive college acceptances at Ivy League 
and Tier I schools.  

 As the school year continues, I encourage you to 
remain involved in our District, and look forward 
to seeing you at our schools. We have much to 
be proud of in our District, and, on behalf of the 
Board of Education, I thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the

In an effort to help students firmly grasp the new mathematics curriculum established by the New York 
State Common Core Learning Standards, the Valley Stream Central High School District has invested in the 
Boardworks for Math Program. 

Boardworks, a producer of educational software designed for whole-class teaching on interactive white 
boards and projectors, has a range of programs covering various subjects. The Boardworks for Math Program 
— which encompasses middle school math, high school Algebra I, high school Algebra II and high school 
geometry programs — includes exciting interactive activities, quizzes, graphs and more. 

Boardworks for Math has been implemented districtwide, at all grade levels of math, and is intended to 
motivate middle and high school students to better grasp the new curriculum.   

Dr. Thomas Troisi, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction, said the district remains 
confident that the Boardworks for Math Program will benefit students throughout the district. 

“Teachers can manipulate variables and items on the board by touch, and we can incorporate video into 
presentations,” he said. “It’s really an interactive delivery method for math across grade levels, and this will 
certainly enhance instruction.” 

Valley Stream Central High School District administrators and staff gathered on Oct. 2 for an all-faculty 
Dignity for All Students Act training workshop.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich and Director of Guidance and Chief Information Officer 
Jill Vogel noted that the workshop was held to provide staff development and to stay in line with DASA, 
which was amended on July 1 and established standards for training administrators and employees. 

Specifically, the act requires training about patterns of bullying, cyberbullying, discrimination and 
harassment, and strategies that mitigate such acts. It also requires training to enable staff to prevent and 
respond to incidents, and to understand the effects such behavior can have on students.

Patti Cathers, director of programs and volunteer services at 
Child Abuse and Prevention Services, a private nonprofit based in 
Roslyn, led the workshop and discussions. Ms. Cathers spoke with 
staff about ways to combat bullying, including creating positive 
school climates, addressing aggressive behavior among students 
and paying attention to students’ interactions with one another.   

She also stressed the importance of staff encouraging students 
to reach out to them when they come across bullying and 
harassment, and emphasized that communication among students, 
parents and staff is key in maintaining positivity and mitigating 
disruptive, negative behavior. 

Four students have been selected as All-State musicians and 
will represent Valley Stream Central High School District’s 
music department at this year’s New York State School Music 
Association Winter Conference. The conference, which will take 
place in Rochester, N.Y. from Dec. 5-8, will feature high school 
student-musicians from across New York State. The district 
congratulates the following students who were chosen based 
on their exceptional performances at All-State auditions:

Central High School: Ryan Milano, euphonium, 
symphonic band; jazz trombone, jazz ensemble

North High School: Sabrina Roy, soprano II, mixed 
chorus; Tim Sarro, tuba, symphonic band; Emilie Genuard, 
clarinet, symphonic band

Central High School Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio 
and North High School Principal Clifford Odell noted 
that achieving All-State status as a musician is a major 
accomplishment that exemplifies student commitment. 

New Math Program 
Addresses Common Core 

District Holds DASA Training Workshop

Students Earn  
All-State Honors

Central High School student Ryan Milano 
achieved All-State honors this year. 

North High School students (from left) Emilie 
Genuard, Tim Sarro and Sabrina Roy were selected to 
represent the district’s music department at this year’s 
New York State School Music Association Winter 
Conference.

Patti Cathers, director of programs and volunteer 
services at Child Abuse and Prevention Services, led 
the Dignity for All Students Act training workshop.
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286 AP Scholars in Valley Stream CHSD  
A record-high number of 286 students in the Valley Stream 

Central High School District have earned AP Scholar Awards 
for their outstanding achievement on Advanced Placement 
exams.	  

 Students took AP exams in May 2013 after completing 
rigorous college-level courses at their respective schools. The 
College Board recognizes several levels of achievement based 
on a student’s performance on AP exams. 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program 
provides willing and academically prepared students with the 
opportunity to take college-level courses while still in high 
school. Students can earn college credit, Advanced Placement 
or both based on successful performance on the AP exams. 
Valley Stream CHSD congratulates the following students:

AP Scholar (granted to students who receive scores of 3 or 
higher on three or more AP exams)
 
Central High School: Joseph Abdelmalak, Jegan 
Abraham, Riyaad Ali, Alicia Almonte, Arooba Amjad, Shaffan 
Arshad, Zachary Aurelus, Corey Bonilla, Emily Camacho, 
Vanessa Cannon, Archer Casimir, Kristal Castaneda, Jeffrey 
Chance, Desiree Chase, Colleen Cummings, Danielle Cuomo, 
Stefania Cuomo, Jessica Delia, Sanjay Depoo, Likowsky Desir, 
Cesar Dieguez, Vincent Donato, Jehovahnie Dorcely, Kaushik 
Dudakia, Faith Emmolo-Johnson, Jessica Fare, Christopher 
Galdamez, Andrew Garcia, Kenysha Garcon, Jason Grant, 
Michael Grayson, Nikhil Iyengar, Anisha Jadav, Keicha Jean, 
Karl Jeanbaptiste, David Jimenez, Alex Lamy, Janmarl Mae 
Ligan, Nathalie Lindor, Nicole Lippold, Sheaadante Longford, 
Kiana Louis, Mason Lugo, Veran Madray, Krizzy Mallari, Peter 
Marin, Antoni Marroquin, Pamela Martinez, David Meltzer,  
Ryan Milano, Francisco Montalvo, Sarah Narine, Andrew 

Parkinson, Alexander Prasad, Jessica Prashad, Luis Rodriguez, 
Nicolas Rosario, Michelle Ruiz, Samantha Salvador, Justin 
Sanchez, Noelia Santana, Asim Shahid, Gurpreet Singh, 
Indeep Singh, Tori Smith, Kristen Spencer, Renee Thomas, 
Serge Thomassini, Lucia Vicente, Kevin Wijewardena, Jurell 
Wilson, Keera Wilson, Ashley Wright, Jake Wu, Rida Zaidi, 
Thomas Zedzian  

North High School: Athena Amentas, Chikaodinaka 
Aniagba, Nelsy Badia, Jessica Betts, Katherine Carroll, Paige 
Denton, Robert Donaldson, Michael Ferro, Kaysha Forbes, 
Nicholas Gonzalez, Raquel Hazell, Kenji Japra, Chantel Jones, 
Deirdre Kearney, Anam Khatoon, Kimberly Larco, Mina 
Louis, Nadia Martinez, Sydney Martinez, Curtis Mensah, 
Sarah Miller, Kristen Montana, Rafael Montoya, Jonathon 
Nosowitz, Samantha Pastore, Mateusz Piekut, Kristen Ray, 
Mohammad Shigri, Gabriella Trinchetta, Victoria Valdes, 
Carlos Villegas, Kristen Waldron, Amber Watson

South High School: John Agudo, Azam Ahmed, 
Joyce Ajagbe, Andrew Alegria, Anthony Arnone, Safraz 
Bacchus, Vanessa Bautista, Siobhan Boyle, Robert Briksza, 
Christina Casillo, Pardeep Cattry, Stephen Cumberbatch, 
Alyson Dorsey, Jalissa Douglas, Chantelle Duncan, 
Christopher Faust, Stephen Fiore, Gina Fuchs, Chelsea 
Green, Luis Hernandez, Christopher Infantino, Bension 
Inoyatov, Erik Isaacson, Micah Javier, Marah Jolibois, Aimee 
Kaplan, Ann Kim, Joseph Kinsella, Celeste Knight, Lyra-Joy 
Libot, Dawn Lupeke, Nihal Majumder, Brian Maulick, Erin 
Meaney, Zeba Memon, Jessica Moore, Kayla Neske, Alex 
Newman, Nnamdi Nwaigwe, Melissa Ochoa, Christopher 
Pacres, Stephanie Persaud, Nicole Quaranto, Isabella Reginio, 
Nicholas Ringelspaugh, Jacob Rizzo, Andrew Rozon, Sushmita 
Sadhukha, Vanesa Salinas, Valentino Sammarone, Anmol 
Sarpal, Janine Sicwaten, Theodore Sung, Destiny Thompson, 
Matthew Tringone, Amelia Van-Sertima, Eric Vlesmas, Sean 
Wraith

AP Scholar with Honor (granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams)

Central High School: Thomas Abdelmalak, Nicholas 
Arce, Greg Berard, Simone Boyd, Connor Brosseau, Jadxia 
Carbajal, Breanne Casucci, Khadijah Collins, Julia Cummings, 
Brianna Diaz, Daniel Farrell, Rida Fatima, Caslyn Hope, 
Chazz Inniss, Mohammad Khan, Madelyne Pena, Alexander 
Peralta, Peter Petrauskas, Brandon Prasad, Zakiya Rhodie, 
Alexander Robateau, Jonathan Sabatino, Cristian Salas, 

Yumiko Siev, Jennifer Sorace, Ronald Umatambo, Dipika 
Walia, Brandon Wilder

North High School: Chelsea Alexander-Taylor, 
Drew Beaubian, Jonnell Burke, Tinamarie Cassiano, Christina 
Cinnamo, Oluwafemi Fagbemi, Sara Foreman, Jeanette 
Freeman, Tianna Irving, Rahanna Khan, Matthew Lueckheide, 
Marcella Micillo, Kamilah O’Connor, Krista Oleary, 
Anointing Onuoha, Timothy Sarro, Nawal Shaikh, Ariana 
Ward, Jennifer Zhang

South High School: Matthew Daidone, Sheila Gallo, 
Philip Guariglia, Joseph Leib, Maxime Maurice, Francesca 
McGuire, Rebekah Olson, Isabella Perez, Joanne Sin, Elliot 
Tolkin, Moneba Zaman  

AP Scholar with Distinction (granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams)

Central High School: Jakim Beaufort, Daniel 
Bhatti, Christopher Chong, Andrew Damiani, Kalliope 
Demas, Jonathan Graham, Daniel Hickey, Rida Javaid, Joshua 
Jimenez, Christopher Knightly, Nicholas Kumia, Perry Lafleur, 
Kenneth Liang, Justin Mohabir, Tariq Mohamed, Rohan 
Motwani, Nina Nwade, Victoria Ottomano, Carlos Perez, Ava 
Atana Ramsundar, Yasharah Raza, Zara Shahid, Camile Shaw, 
Chung Shen, Gurkirat Singh, Derrick Soler, Rene Tianco, 
Tanisha Verneus  

North High School: Abigail Balsamo, Ritwik Bhatia, 
Angelica Caluori, Michelle Chen, Carl Colena, Ayokunle 
Fagbemi, Katya Forbes, Samara Ford, Christopher Jurado, 
Alexander Kavourias, Rayaz Khan, Minhal Mahmood, Karla 
Matos, James Mattone, Faith Pappalardo, Simran Parmar, 
Michael Sanky, Matthew Shapiro, Jacqueline Vulpis 

South High School: Michelle Cherian, Stefan Duda, 
Patrick Egbuchulam, Christian Failla, Taylor Famighetti, 
Andrew Hess, Dipana Jain, Lucas Kotz, Kevin Li, Jeanne 
Powell, Keenan Singh, Brian Uzan, Liana Vulaj, Michael Yang

National AP Scholar (granted to students who receive an 
average score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken, and scores 
of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams)

North High School: Michael Sanky

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich, left, as well as South 
High School Principal Maureen Henry and Board of Education 
President Elise Antonelli, right, congratulated South High School AP 
Scholars at the district’s Board of Education business meeting on Oct. 8. 

Assemblyman Brian Curran recently visited Valley Stream South High School, where he spoke with 
seniors in social studies teacher Peter Mastrota’s Participation in Government classes about New York 
State and national politics and fielded a variety of student questions.

Mr. Mastrota explained that the idea for the discussion was to help prepare students for their role as 
eligible voters. “This is an introduction to real government in a sense,” he said. “Students were excited. 
They were dressed up and excited to ask questions and have their voices heard.”  

During the event, Mr. Curran stressed the importance of voting and asked students about why they 
intended to register with particular political parties. He also touched on a number of education-based 
issues, including quality education and funding for school districts. National issues, including gun 
control and recent international tensions with Syria, were also discussed. 

Mr. Curran noted the challenges students will face in the future, including a highly competitive global 
economy. He encouraged students to remain determined in meeting their goals.   

“This is still the best place to live, to grow up, to get an education and to succeed,” Mr. Curran said to the seniors. “You have opportunities here that no one 
else in the entire world has. All you have to do is work hard and you will be successful.”

A Visit With Assemblyman Curran 



4 V a l l E y  S t r e a m  C e n t r a l  H I G H  S ch  o o l  d is  t r ic  t

Students, parents, teachers and administrators 
sporting green and white packed Herman Avenue in 
Franklin Square on Sept. 21 when Valley Stream North 
High School celebrated its 2013 homecoming.

The Spartan-pride day started with the annual Varsity 
Breakfast, sponsored by the Valley Stream North Spartan 
Club. Following the event was the school’s annual 
homecoming parade. With an escort by the Nassau 
County Auxiliary Police and the Franklin Square and 
Munson Fire Departments, students proudly marched to 
the melodic sounds of the North High School Marching 
Band to get pumped for the big game against the East 
Rockaway High School Rocks.

Before the game, the Valley Stream North Spartan 
Club hosted a special recognition ceremony on John 
Miele Memorial Field for the school’s fall season senior 
athletes, where honorees walked between the goal 
posts with their families to celebrate their athletic 
achievements. 

 Those in attendance enjoyed refreshments, purchased 
Spartan apparel and were delighted by the event’s 
halftime show, which included performances by the 
school’s cheerleading and kickline teams and marching 
band.

Just before the second half began, this year’s 
homecoming king Aaron Bonitto and queen Chelsea 
Alexander-Taylor greeted the crowd as they circled the 
field in their Dr. Seuss float. In addition, the school’s 
eighth-grade class was named the first-place winner of 
the 2013 Banner Contest, while the 11th-grade class 
placed second and the ninth-grade class placed third. 

To cap off the day, in a memorable victory, Valley 
Stream North defeated East Rockaway, 35-12.

On an idyllic autumn day with cool weather 
and spotless skies, students, families and teachers 
turned out in great numbers to celebrate Valley 
Stream Central High School’s 2013 homecoming 
on Oct. 5 at Firemen’s Field in Valley Stream. The 
theme for this year’s big event was “Celebrating 
Diversity.”

The afternoon kicked off with a banner parade, 
which featured banners created by several student 
organizations, including SADD, the National Honor 
Society, Peer Mentors, the Japanese Club and the 
student council. Students made their way around 
the field during the procession and later hung the 
banners on the fences surrounding the field. 

The school’s Peer Mentors club was named the 
first-place winner of the banner contest, with the 
student council coming in second and the Japanese 
Club placing third. The FBLA received an honorable 
mention.

Students, parents and administrators were 
on hand for the event. The Central High School 
Marching Band performed a powerful set of tunes 
during the parade, before the Valley Stream Central 
High School Eagles took on the Hicksville Comets. 

During the game’s halftime, Homecoming King 
Vincent Vecchione and Queen Courtney Ofeimun 
were announced to the delight of the crowd, and 
the school’s marching band and cheerleaders 
performed. In the end, Central High School 
crushed Hicksville, 49-6.  

North 
High School 

Central
High School 

Homecoming Ignites School Spirit
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and spotless skies, students, families and teachers 
turned out in great numbers to celebrate Valley 
Stream Central High School’s 2013 homecoming 
on Oct. 5 at Firemen’s Field in Valley Stream. The 
theme for this year’s big event was “Celebrating 
Diversity.”

The afternoon kicked off with a banner parade, 
which featured banners created by several student 
organizations, including SADD, the National Honor 
Society, Peer Mentors, the Japanese Club and the 
student council. Students made their way around 
the field during the procession and later hung the 
banners on the fences surrounding the field. 

The school’s Peer Mentors club was named the 
first-place winner of the banner contest, with the 
student council coming in second and the Japanese 
Club placing third. The FBLA received an honorable 
mention.

Students, parents and administrators were 
on hand for the event. The Central High School 
Marching Band performed a powerful set of tunes 
during the parade, before the Valley Stream Central 
High School Eagles took on the Hicksville Comets. 

During the game’s halftime, Homecoming King 
Vincent Vecchione and Queen Courtney Ofeimun 
were announced to the delight of the crowd, and 
the school’s marching band and cheerleaders 
performed. In the end, Central High School 
crushed Hicksville, 49-6.  

Central
High School 

South
High School 

Homecoming Ignites School Spirit

The last of the Valley Stream high schools 
to celebrate homecoming, South High School 
started off the big day on Oct. 26 with its 
annual indoor festival, which featured a variety 
of activities ranging from bake sales and 
music, to hot apple cider for members of the 
community. 

Following the festival, students, parents, staff 
and administrators gathered for the traditional 
parade around the school’s track. Class floats 
and banners were decorated with the theme of 
“Decades.” Classes and clubs proudly displayed 
their banners as they walked the track, along 
with the school’s marching band, alumni, and 
Homecoming King Shery Waheed and Queen 
Nancy Vasquez. 

Spectators sampled the school’s outdoor 
food court and purchased football merchandise 
before the Valley Stream South High School 
Falcons took the field against the Manhasset 
High School Indians. 

The marching band, cheerleaders, and 
kickline and step teams all performed 
during halftime, keeping spectators engaged 
and excited. The homecoming celebration 
concluded on a high note when the Falcons 
defeated the Indians by a final score of 47-20. 
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Three students have 
been selected as Rensselaer 
Medalists for outstanding 
academic achievement in 
math and science. 

North High School’s 
Michael Sanky, South 
High School’s Kevin 
Li and Central High 
School’s Nikhil Iyengar 
were all named Rensselaer 
Medalists. Each year, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, in conjunction 
with high schools around 
the world, awards the 
prestigious medal to 
academically promising 
students who have distinguished themselves in science and math. 

The medal, first presented in 1916, is intended to both recognize 

academic performances of students and motivate them to strive for 

careers in engineering, science and technology.   
In addition to the award, medalists who are accepted and enroll 

at the institute receive merit scholarships with a minimum value of 

$15,000 per year, guaranteed for four years. 

Six students throughout the district were announced as Outstanding 
Participants in the 2014 National Achievement Scholarship Program.

Of the more than 160,000 students nationwide who qualified for 
the program, only 3,100 were honored with this designation. The 
district congratulates the following students: Chelsea Alexander-
Taylor, Jonnell Burke and Anointing Onuoha (North High School); 
Patrick Egbuchulam (South High School); and Andrew Parkinson and 
Tanisha Verneus (Central High School).  

The National Achievement Scholarship Program started in 1964 
to recognize academically promising black high school students 
throughout the nation and to provide scholarships to a number of 
outstanding program participants. While Outstanding Participants do 
not advance in the competition, their names are shared with many of 
the top colleges and universities across the nation.

Central High School senior Jadxia Carbajal has been named a scholar in the National Hispanic 
Recognition Program, designed to recognize outstanding academic achievement among Hispanic and 
Latino high school students.

The NHRP recognizes 5,000 academically outstanding students of Hispanic and Latino origin each 
year. Qualification for recognition as a scholar is based on the student’s combined math, verbal and 
writing skill scores on the PSAT/NMSQT taken in his or her junior year of high school, as well as a GPA 
of 3.0 or higher. 

Though the NHRP does not offer any financial award, the names of qualifying students are provided 
to admissions offices at colleges and universities throughout the country to encourage schools to recruit 
Hispanic and Latino students and provide financial assistance.

The Valley Stream Central High School District congratulates Jadxia on this fine accomplishment. 

Rensselaer Medalists

National Achievement 
Outstanding Participants 

National Hispanic Scholar 

Central High School Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio 

with Nikhil Iyengar.
South High School Principal Maureen Henry with 

Kevin Li. 

North High School Rensselaer Medalist Michael Sanky. 
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In a strong 
turnout, more 
than 100 
people attended 
the district’s 
Early College 
Information 
Evening, a 
gathering that 
provided ninth- 
and 10th-

graders and their parents with an overview of what colleges look for in 
applicants. 

Director of Guidance and Chief Information Officer Jill Vogel led the 
event, which was held in the Keller Auditorium at Central High School. 
There, four college admissions professionals – Stony Brook University 
Dean of Admissions Judy Burke-Berhanan, Hofstra University Associate 
Dean of Admissions Claire Fitzgibbons, Columbia University Admissions 
Officer Kaitlyn Callahan and City University of New York Admissions 
Representative Jill Goldstein – gave presentations to students and parents. 

As well as providing students and parents with important information, 
admissions professionals spoke about Advanced Placement courses and 
college admissions testing, scholarships, the pros and cons of living at 
home versus living away at school, important high school courses for 
college admission, and the college application process.

In addition, Barbara Madigan, a junior high counselor at Valley Stream 
South High School, discussed various study websites that students can use 
to supplement the material they are learning in school.

In late June, members of Central High School’s chapter of the Future Business 
Leaders of America participated in the FBLA’s National Awards Program held 
at the Hilton Anaheim in California. Under the direction of Mario Bakalov, 
Valley Stream Central High School District students didn’t disappoint in their 
presentations. The district is pleased to announce that two teams earned third-
place honors in the nation. 

In order to qualify, the students had to place in the top two in their state. 
Central High School’s FBLA competed against approximately 80 teams in each 
category at the national level. The district congratulates the following students:

 
•  �Third place in Business Ethics: Ramya Gopalakrishnan and Monik Walters
•  �Third place in Digital Design and Promotion: Victoria Ottomano and Isha 

Walia

The winners of the program’s highly competitive and prestigious awards were 
selected from among a membership of more than 250,000 students and advisers 
and represent some of the best and brightest of today’s youth.

At the Board of Education 
business meeting on Oct. 8, 
outgoing Board President Mr. 
Anthony Iadevaio was presented 
with an honorary plaque for 
his outstanding leadership, 
dedication and work within the 
school district. 

Iadevaio, who has been 
a member of the board for 
more than 30 years and has 
held various titles, including 
president, vice president and 
trustee, thanked administrators, 
board members and residents in 
attendance for what he described 
as a great honor. 

“I’m honored with this award 
because it represents a good 
working relationship with all the 
people here,” he said. “I would like to thank my colleagues for all the work that 
we’ve all been putting in, and hope we can continue it.” 

In addition, Iadevaio also recently received the New York State School Boards 
Association’s Everett R. Dyer Award for Distinguished School Board Service, an 
award presented annually to one current or former school board member in the 
entire state. Iadevaio received the award on Oct. 25 at the New York State School 
Boards Association’s annual meeting in Rochester, N.Y. 

Early College Information 
Night a Success 

Valley Stream Fbla 
Places at Nationals

Board of Education Trustee 
Honored for Service  

Memorial 
Junior High 
School hosted 
its annual 
College Day on 
Oct. 16. At the 
event, guidance 
counselors from 
both the junior 
high school and 
Central High 
School spoke 
with ninth-
grade students 
during their English classes about a number of college-related subjects. 
A group of Central High School seniors was also on hand to speak with 
underclassmen about their experiences in preparing for college. 

Topics ranged from the college application process and the 
importance of taking Advanced Placement courses to maintaining a 
strong GPA and working hard to earn quality SAT scores. Students were 
also encouraged to remain active in their community, join clubs and 
volunteer in order to have strong resumes when it comes time to apply to 
colleges. 

Starting on a 
Path to College

Board of Education trustee Anthony Iadevaio was presented with an 
honorary plaque for his leadership, dedication and work within the 
district by Board President Elise Antonelli.



Dates to Remember
Friday, Nov. 22:

CHS Drama Production 7 p.m. 
@ Keller Auditorium 

NHS Fall Production 7:30 p.m.
SHS South’s Got Talent 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 23:
CHS Drama Production 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

@ Keller Auditorium
NHS Fall Production 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 24:
NHS PTSA Holiday Boutique and Craft Fair 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 27:
MJHS Stand Up and Speak Out Day

Thursday, Nov. 28 – Friday, Nov. 29:
Thanksgiving Recess 

Monday, Dec. 2:
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 3:
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS

Wednesday, Dec. 4:
Districtwide SEPTA “Transition from Elementary to 

Secondary” CSE Workshop
7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

NHS Senior High Winter Concert 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 8:
NHS Spartan Cheerleading Competition

Monday, Dec. 9:
SHS Junior High Concert I 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 10:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS

Wednesday, Dec. 11:
CHS Winter Concert 7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium

CHS/MJHS Joint PTSA Meeting 
7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

NHS Seventh Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 12:
CHS National Honor Society Induction 

7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium 
SHS Junior High Concert II 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 13:
MJHS Winter Dance 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 14:
CHS/MJHS PTSA Holiday Boutique 10 a.m. @ CHS

Monday, Dec. 16:
SHS Senior High Concert 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 17:
MJHS Eighth Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.
NHS Eighth Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 18:
CHS Performing Arts Showcase 
6:30 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium

MJHS Seventh Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 19:
MJHS Ninth Grade Winter Concert 7 p.m.

NHS 9th- and 10th- Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 20:
Community Band Holiday Concert 

8 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium 

Monday, Dec. 23 - Friday, Jan. 3:
Holiday Recess – Schools Closed

Monday, Jan. 6:
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 8:
SEPTA Valley Stream Schools 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

NHS Spartan Club Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 9:
Districtwide Senior High Financial Aid Night 

7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium 

Friday, Jan. 10:
CHS Senior Talent Show 

7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium 
MJHS Seventh Grade Movie Night 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 11:
Annual Building Tour and Budget Meeting

Tuesday, Jan. 14:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS

SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 15:
CHS/MJHS Joint PTSA Meeting 

7:30 p.m. @ CHS Library 
SHS Senior Prom Fashion Show 7 p.m.  

Saturday, Jan. 18:
CHS Winter Sports Breakfast 9 a.m. @ Cafeteria
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Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio

Hon. Carolyn Torres
Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs

Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. Donna LaRocco
Hon. Lawrence Trogel

Hon. Elise Antonelli, President Hon. Frank Chiachiere, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Mary Colgan at colganm@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Featured Teacher: 
Lisa Rutigliano, Central High School 

A science teacher at Central High School for the past 
12 years, Lisa Rutigliano has remained dedicated to her 
profession and passionate about her students achieving 
in the classroom. 

A graduate of Central High School who was born 
in Valley Stream, Mrs. Rutigliano grew up with her 
parents and older brother and learned quickly about 
the importance of a strong work ethic and quality 
education. She earned a bachelor’s degree in biology and 
minored in secondary education at Fairfield University 
in Connecticut, and later went on to earn her master’s 
degree in science education at Queens College. She 
also earned her administration certification through 
the Valley Stream Teachers Center in conjunction with 
SUNY Stony Brook.

Asked if she knew she always wanted to teach, 
after a brief, though indicative smile, Mrs. Rutigliano 
explained that she did. 

“I always loved biology,” she said, adding that 
she did at one time consider genetic counseling as a 
profession. “Teaching was always in the back of my 
mind. It was always something I wanted to do.” 

Mrs. Rutigliano, who teaches four AP psychology 
classes and one child development class, explained that 
her approach in the classroom with students is both 
academic and personal, and that she believes both lead 
to academic achievement. 

“I like to make learning fun and relevant to every 
student’s life,” she said. “It’s about getting to know 
them as people and helping them find their way.”  

She also explained that she has goals in place for 
students, and expects them to excel in a number of 
ways, both academically and personally. “They have to 
work hard and be independent learners,” she said. “I 
also want students to be effective communicators.” 

Mrs. Rutigliano, who also serves as coordinator of 

Central High School’s annual graduation ceremony, said 
that the school maintains an impressive instructional 
foundation for students. Her hope, she said, is that her 
love of teaching can allow her to continue to connect 
with students, and help them excel. 

“What I love the most about teaching,” she said, 
“is to finally get that student who didn’t understand 
something to that ‘aha!’ moment. I want to see them 
going in the right direction.”

Mrs. Rutigliano resides in East Williston with her 
husband, Nick, and their 5-month-old daughter, Emily. 
In her spare time, she enjoys reading, traveling and 
quality time with family. 


