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After years of diligence and dedication, the district is proud to recognize the following students who rose to the top of their classes. These 
valedictorians and salutatorians embody the district’s educational mission and are continuing their education at the next level in the fall. The 
district and Board of Education wish them great success in their future endeavors. 

With a total of 14 Advanced Placement courses under his belt, 
Christopher has been named an AP Scholar with Distinction. He 
served as president of the MU Alpha Theta (Math Honor Society) 
and History Honor Society, vice president of the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society and held the position of treasurer for the Class 
of 2014 and National Honor Society. He was also a member of 
the English, language and science honor societies, and played on 
the boys’ varsity tennis team. Christopher was also involved in 
the World of Difference Peer Mentors and SADD clubs. He will 
attend Macaulay Honors College at the City College of New York 
in the fall, where he will major in physics. 

Jeanette has served as president of the Tri-M Music Honor Society, 
and has been an integral member in a variety of clubs and school 
organizations.  She was affiliated with the National Honor Society, 
Language, Math and Science honor societies, and also served as a 
student peer organization leader where she supported and guided 
younger students at North. Jeanette was also an active member of the 
senior high school jazz band, district festival band and orchestra, pit 
orchestra and brass choir, and was recognized as an All-County Band 

and Jazz Ensemble musician. She was also one of three recipients of the district’s annual 
music scholarship at the 57th annual District Music Festival. In addition, she was also a 
physical education leader and an athlete on the school’s varsity kickline team. 

With 15 Advanced Placement courses taken, she was named an AP Scholar with 
Honor. She will attend the University of Pennsylvania this fall, where she will study 
biology as she considers entering the school’s pre-med program. “I wanted to take the 
hardest classes to push myself,” she said of her experience at North. “I feel prepared for 
college.”

While at South, Kevin took 13 Advanced Placement courses, and 
was named an AP Scholar with Distinction. He will attend Cornell 
University to study biology in the fall. The top-ranking senior was 
president of the Science Honor Society, secretary of the Math Honor 
Society and treasurer of the jazz band, wind ensemble and marching 
band. He was also a member of the National, language, athletic and 
Tri-M music honor societies and was on the varsity soccer team. He 
was also named a Rensselaer Medalist winner. “Valley Stream has 
prepared me well for college,” he said. 

Having excelled in 10 Advanced Placement courses, Tanisha has 
been named an AP Scholar with Distinction. She was also named 
an Outstanding Participant in the 2014 National Achievement 
Scholarship Program. She was a member of the National Honor 
Society, Class of 2014 and Student Council, and was involved in the 
English, MU Alpha Theta Math, Science, Tri-M Music, and Language 
honor societies. Consistently active at Central, she was a member of 
World of Difference Peer Mentors and You Only Live Once – See 
Greater Differences clubs, and played on the varsity girls’ lacrosse 
team.  She will attend Brown University in the fall, where she will focus in human biology 
and the school’s pre-med program. She is considering becoming a doctor. “Always be 
humble, always strive to be your best self,” she said. 

During his time at North, Michael was active in a number of clubs 
and programs. He was president of the senior high mathletes, Rock 
Solid Prayer Group/Christian fellowship and It’s Academic Trivia Team. 
He was a member of the Language and Tri-M music honor societies, 
president of the Math Honor Society, vice president of the Science 
Honor Society, and secretary of the National Honor Society. He was 
an enthusiastic participant in the pit orchestra, school marching band, 
7:10 Downbeats Acapella Choir, and senior high jazz ensemble, as well 

as the district’s band, orchestra and chorus. He was actively involved with the North Star 
Newspaper and was captain of the varsity volleyball team. 

With a total of 16 Advanced Placement courses completed, he was named a National 
AP Scholar as well as an AP Scholar with Distinction. He was also a Rensselaer Medal 
winner, and won an All-Conference award for Varsity Volleyball. He will be attending 
Harvard University and will focus in mathematics and biomedical engineering in the fall. 

Patrick will be continuing his academic career in the fall at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he will major in 
computer science and engineering. He completed 11 Advanced 
Placement courses at South, and was named an AP Scholar with 
Distinction. In addition, he was also named an Outstanding 
Participant in the 2014 National Achievement Scholarship Program. 
He was president of the Math Honor Society, secretary of the Science 
Honor Society, and a member of the National, Tri-M Music, Cultural, 
Language, and Athletic honor societies. With a passion for athletics 
and music, he participated on the varsity track and soccer teams, and served as president 
for the school band. He was also a member of the wind ensemble, pit orchestra, marching 
band, and district band, and a member of the student council and class council.  

Jeanette Freeman — Valedictorian, North High School

Kevin Li — Valedictorian, South High School

Tanisha Verneus — Salutatorian, Central High School

Michael Sanky — Salutatorian, North High School

Patrick Egbuchulam — Salutatorian, South High School

the Vals & Sals

Christopher Chong — Valedictorian, Central High School



2 V a l l e y  S t r e a m  C e n t r a l  H I G H  S C H o o l  d I S t r I C t

Seniors of North and South high schools proudly walked through the fields of their respective schools and into their bright 
futures on June 26 during the schools’ commencement ceremonies. The previous day, Central High School had once again 

hosted its commencement ceremony at the prominent Tilles Center at LIU Post.  
The ceremonies all included reflections, humor and words of wisdom from this year’s valedictorians, salutatorians and class 

presidents. Principals offered congratulatory remarks and highlighted the positive accomplishments of their classes. Between 
speeches, members of the senior class and accompanying students provided musical interludes for a delighted audience. 

As the seniors proudly crossed the stage to accept their diplomas from members of the Board of Education, they were also 
celebrating the milestone of moving on to the next chapter of their lives.

North High School

Central High School

Graduates!
Congratulations

Class of 2014 looks to the future
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Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. James Lavery
Hon. William Stris

Hon. Lisa Pellicane
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio
Hon. Cristobal Stewart 
Hon. Carolyn Torres

Hon. Lawrence Trogel, President Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Administrators, department chairpersons and teachers were granted tenure at the 
district’s Board of Education meeting in May. Prior to the meeting, the district held 
its annual tenure celebration, where administrators and board members gathered to 
acknowledge the significance of this milestone. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich and Board of Education President 
Elise Antonelli shared some advice with the honorees, encouraging them to stay on 
top of best practices, continually look to grow, and always be conscious of their words 
and actions, as they never know where their influence on a student ends. 

The evening included performances from the North Breakfast Club String 
Ensemble and North High School choral group, The 7:10 Downbeats, as well as an 
art exhibit by Central High School AP art students. Dinner was prepared by students 
in the culinary arts program with teacher/chef Peter Augello.

The following individuals received tenure:
Dr. Tracey Nekulak — Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Administration

Patrice Dobies — District Director of Special Education
Bret Strauss — Memorial Junior High School Assistant Principal

Lorene Bossong — South High School Department Chair
Maritza Tuohy — South High School Department Chair

Susan Girard — Memorial Junior and Central High School Department Chair
Dr. Stephanie Snyder-Haag — Memorial Junior High School Psychologist

Tamra Bloeth — North High School Guidance Counselor
Nicole Maier — North High School Guidance Counselor

Lauren Buchbauer — North High School Teacher
Anthony Montemarano — North High School Teacher

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich and Memorial Junior 
High School Principal Anthony 
Mignella presented at a symposium 
at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. The event commemorated 
the 60th anniversary of the Brown 
v. Board of Education decision, and 
focused on addressing challenges to 
sustaining racially diverse schools and 
communities. 

Amy Stuart Wells, a professor of 
sociology and education at Teachers 
College, invited Dr. Heidenreich and 
Mr. Mignella to present a workshop 
at the symposium, particularly because the district is one of a handful of school 
districts she has studied that does not have an achievement gap when it comes to 
graduation rates. 

Dr. Heidenreich and Mr. Mignella presented a breakout session titled 
“Diversity in Suburban Schools: Achieving Academic Excellence.” The 
presentation focused on the growth in diversity among the district’s student 
population over the years; showcased the increase in the number of high school 
graduates earning Regents diplomas; and highlighted challenges faced by the 
district to ensure that students have opportunities to grow academically, socially, 
emotionally and psychologically.

Dr. Heidenreich and Mr. Mignella also noted a number of structured 
instructional approaches taken by the district to ensure student improvement. 
These included the elimination of tracking, open enrollment in Advanced 
Placement courses, an increase in the number of periods dedicated to math and 
English for middle school students, and providing teachers with a common 
language and framework for instructional planning, among other measures. 

The presentation was well-received, and the district thanks Teachers College 
for the opportunity to participate in the symposium.   

District Tenure Celebration  

 Discussing Diversity 
and Achievement 

Featured Teacher: 
Jeanette Azzaretto, South High School 

While serving as science chairperson at South High 
School for the past seven years, Jeanette Azzaretto has 
always strived to not only make sure her students excel 
in the classroom, but also develop skills they can apply 
in real world situations. 

Ms. Azzaretto, who was born and raised in Valley 
Stream, earned her bachelor’s degree in geology and 
secondary education at Hofstra University, as well as 
her master’s degree in secondary education at the same 
school. 

She currently heads South’s science research program, 
where, she says, she teaches some of the school’s best 
and brightest. And as someone who prides herself on 
being organized and meticulous, she says she demands 
the same of her students, which has resulted in a 
wonderful student-teacher rapport. 

“I work with a very special group of students,” she 
said. “I learn from them and they learn from me.”

Students are frequently challenged in the program, 
which has enabled them to grow academically. Students 
focus on specific areas of interest, endure detailed 
readings for research, including peer-reviewed journal 
articles, and fulfill presentations and rigorous essay-
writing assignments, all while developing a greater 
knowledge of their topics. Topics have ranged from 
animal behavior, to neurology and even psychology. 

But Ms. Azzaretto noted that while it is crucial for 
students to succeed in their academic studies, she also 
believes in aiding in the development of their real-world 
skills, which they can apply outside the classroom. From 
helping to hone their writing skills and public speaking 
methods, to even engaging students in mock interviews 
so they are prepared for potential internship and job 
opportunities, she has always believed in educating 
students in as many ways as possible. 

“Real-life application is so important,” she said. 

“You can’t find that in a textbook. I have a nurturing, 
supportive way about me, and my students recognize 
that.”

With another successful year completed, she says 
that the program continues to grow and benefit more 
students, and she hopes she can continue to provide 
a strong support system for students. “I hope I make 
a difference, and that they put these skills to use,” she 
said. “I want them to succeed.” 

Ms. Azzaretto resides in Seaford with her husband, 
Joe, and has three children.


