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High Schools Ranked Highly by Washington Post
The Washington Post has announced its ranking 

of the most challenging high schools nationwide, 
listing South High School as No. 47, North High 
School as No. 52 and Central High 
School as No. 63 among the ranked 
schools in New York State. In addition, 
South High School ranked No. 600, 
North High School No. 656 and 
Central High School No. 802 out 
of more than 2,000 high schools 
nationwide.

The rankings are based on the number of college-
level tests, including Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate, given at a school in the 

previous calendar year divided by the number of 
graduates for that specific year.

“Our district is proud to once again be recognized 

by The Washington Post for having some of the most 
challenging high schools in the state and nation,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Bill Heidenreich. “It is 

impressive to have our schools ranked in the upper 
half of eligible schools statewide, and in the top 
third of those schools nationally. We have a strong 

academic program in the district, 
one that challenges and supports our 
students. And each year, students 
continue to reach new levels of 
academic excellence. I congratulate all 
of our high school building principals 
and respective faculty and staff for 
their continued efforts in fulfilling 

the district’s educational mission and ensuring our 
students continue to receive the finest education in 
our Valley Stream schools.”

Memorial Junior High School has been 
named a 2015 New York State School of 
Character by Character.org, a national 
advocate and leader for the character 
education movement in collaboration with 
the Academy for Character Education at 
the Sage Colleges. North and South high 
schools were designated with honorable 
mentions. 

Founded in 1993, Character.org is a 
national nonprofit based in Washington, 
D.C., that works with schools and districts 
to inspire, educate and empower young 
people to be ethical and engaged citizens.

The School of Character 
application process is an 
opportunity for schools and 
districts to receive thoughtful 
feedback for growth and 
excellence in the area of 
character development and is 
also a method of recognizing 
exemplary schools and 
districts in the nation.

Memorial was 
recognized as a school 

that has demonstrated its use of character 
development to drive a positive impact on 
academics, student behavior and its school 
climate. The State School of Character 
Review Committee was impressed by 
“the high quality of work represented in 
Memorial’s application and portfolio.” 

“This is a tremendous recognition for 
our school community,” said Memorial 
Principal Anthony Mignella. “Utilizing 
components of character education is a 
large part of our students’ and staff ’s daily 
routines at Memorial. We are grateful 
for Character.org and the Academy for 

Character Education at 
the Sage Colleges for their 
efforts to create a state and 
national discussion on the 
importance of character in 
education. Our school is one 
on which our administration, 
faculty and students pride 
themselves. We are honored 
by this designation and are 
eager to carry this distinction 
for years to come.”

Central High School students 
Kayla Diedrick and Charles 
Luca were named finalists in 
the 2015 National Achievement 
Scholarship Program. They are 
among only 800 students to be 
named finalists.

Conducted by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation, 
the National Achievement 
Scholarship Program began in 
1964 to recognize academically 
promising African-American 
students throughout the nation.

Both students were 
selected as recipients of 
$2,500 in National 
Achievement 
scholarship 
awards.  

“We are 
thrilled that 
Kayla and 

Charles were recognized for this 
outstanding achievement,” said 
Central High School Principal 
Dr. Joseph Pompilio. “Their 
industrious demeanor and 
commitment certainly resulted 
in great success, which has 
made the Central High School 
community proud.”

The district and Central 
High School administration 
congratulate Diedrick and Luca 
on this outstanding recognition.

Memorial Named 
2015 State School of Character  National Achievement 

“We have a strong academic program in the 
district, one that challenges and supports our 
students. And each year, students continue to 

reach new levels of academic excellence.”

Central High School Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio congratulated National Achievement 
Scholarship Program finalists Kayla Diedrick and Charles Luca. 

 Finalists

 Our school is 
one on which our 
administration, 

faculty and students 
pride themselves. 

We are honored by 
this designation and 
are eager to carry 
this distinction for 
years to come.

“

”
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Dear Parents, Students and Community Members:

As you will see in this issue of the Observer, 
the 2014-15 school year has been one filled with 
various student achievements and successes. 
The ongoing trend of our students receiving 
distinguished honors — whether on the local, 
state or national level — comes as no surprise, as 
I, along with administrators and faculty, witness 
firsthand the diligence, commitment and tenacity 
of our students on a regular basis. 

As we approach the conclusion of yet another 

school year, it has been impressive to see our 
students thrive academically in the classroom, as 
well as through activities, clubs and sports outside 
of the classroom. It is also always a pleasure to 
see so many of you at our district’s performances, 
spring concerts and events. As our students 
continue to excel in various ways, with guidance 
from teachers and staff who are with them every 
step of the way, our school community continues 
to become more close-knit, and our culture of 
tradition and excellence grows stronger. 

As this year draws to a close, students will be 
taking their Regents exams and finals. As always, 
we ask parents to ensure that students maintain 
healthy practices during this time, including 
getting proper amounts of sleep and eating well 
so that they are grounded and effective during 
testing. Students who are in need of additional 
help in preparing for exams are encouraged to 

reach out to their school’s guidance department 
with questions. 

Though it is spring, we have seen glimpses 
of summer, which will soon arrive. During that 
time, while students regroup and rest after a year 
of hard work, I encourage students, parents, staff 
and community residents to join the district at our 
community concerts listed on page 8. 

I look forward to seeing you all at our 
graduation ceremonies and during the summer 
break. It has been a wonderful year in our Valley 
Stream Schools, and I am confident this will be 
the case for years to come. 

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

Students, teachers and administrators from Valley Stream’s elementary and secondary 
schools participated in the Valley Stream Council of PTAs’ 54th annual Lights On for 
Education event on April 30 at Memorial Junior High School. Memorial Junior High 
School Assistant Principal John Squadrito served as program coordinator.

The annual event features displays and presentations on the academic, performing 
arts, visual arts and physical education programs in the Valley Stream elementary and 
secondary schools comprising elementary districts 13, 24, 30 and the high school district. 
Presentations rotate yearly so that each school district has an opportunity to showcase its 
students’ achievements in each of the four areas.

A Message
Superintendent

from the

Education
On for 

Lights
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AdministrativeAnnouncements
Principal Named Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Administration     

New North HS Principal Appointed 

North High School Principal Cliff Odell has been 
appointed the district’s new assistant superintendent 
for personnel and administration, effective July 1.

Odell, who has served as principal at North High 
School for 10 years, previously served as an interim 
principal, assistant principal and guidance counselor 
at Harborfields High School. All of these experiences, 
he explained, especially his time at North, have 
prepared him well for his new role. 

“As a principal, you’re in charge of everything that 
goes on in your school building, including hiring, 
training and evaluation of staff,” he said. “The 
personnel piece has prepared me for the next step. 
That being said, I’m sure there’s still a lot for me to 
learn.”

What drew Odell to the position, he said, was 
that it is a people-driven role, and the personnel 
component is something he has always had an eye 
on. “We are a people-driven field, and personnel 
oversees all of those inner workings,” he said. “The 
fact that it deals with the people component in the 
field of education is what has always been the most 
intriguing part.”

Over the years, he has been able to make 
important observations relative to how the district 
manages its personnel. He has several goals in mind 

that he will strive to focus on in his new role. 
“I want to make sure we streamline our 

administrative processes and maximize our 
resources,” he said. “After we do that, we will focus 
on how we can recruit the best and brightest faculty 
and staff for our students. That is always going to be 
the goal.”

Odell noted that while he is moving on to a new 
chapter in his professional career, he will miss North 
High School and his regular interactions with faculty, 
staff and students. The connections he fostered with 
students over the years are something he remains 
proud of and will never forget.  

“When students feel connected to their school, 
they are more willing to participate in activities,” 
he said. “I believe they perform better academically 
and have a much more positive overall educational 
experience. Unequivocally, the thing I will miss is 
the opportunity to interact with the students on a 
day-to-day basis. I enjoy making connections with 
the students, and that’s something I’m very proud of 
at North. The staff recognizes how important that 
is and they’re making connections with students as 
well. It’s truly been a wonderful partnership between 
me, the staff and students.”

James Bolen was appointed the new principal of 
North High School, effective July 1, at the district’s 
Board of Education meeting on May 12.

Bolen holds a bachelor’s degree in political science 
and communications from Boston College and a 
master’s in education with a focus in social studies, 
grades seven through 12, from Fordham University, 
where he also earned his New York State certification 
in social studies, grades seven through 12. He earned 
his School Building Leader ACD at Stony Brook 
University. 

He possesses a wealth of educational experience, 
including nine years as a classroom teacher. He 
served for a number of years as a social studies 
teacher, teaching courses ranging from AP U.S. 
history to government and economics. He has also 
served as executive vice president of the Herricks 
Teachers’ Association and is currently assistant 
principal at Plainview-Old Bethpage JFK High 
School.

Bolen said he was drawn to the district in part for 
its impressive academic reputation. He looks forward 
to becoming immersed in North High School, which 
he described as a diverse and vibrant school with 
a strong academic focus. He noted that significant 
factors in his new role include becoming acclimated 
to the school’s culture, developing a strong rapport 
with faculty, staff and central administrators, and 
being accessible to students. 

“This is an exciting opportunity,” said Bolen. “To 
be called on by a district like Valley Stream Central 
High School District is truly an honor. It’s vital to 
get a sense of the needs of the students, parents and 
faculty and of the shared goals and visions they have, 
and to implement those in my first year. Any time 
there’s change, you’re looking for a smooth transition. 
You want to make sure everyone is comfortable 
and united. I believe tremendously in classroom 
experiences that are robust and give students the 
ability to delve into work. That has been happening 
already, and that’s something I want to further 
expand upon.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich 
said Bolen was the candidate most qualified for 
the position, noting that he possesses a strong 
pedagogical background and an impressive focus on 
student-centered learning. As someone who is also 
well-versed in staff development, sound instructional 
practices, the Common Core State Standards and 
running the day-to-day operations of a high school, 
he was a great fit for North High School.

“The Board of Education and central 
administration are pleased to have Mr. Bolen as 
the new principal of North High School,” said 
Dr. Heidenreich. “With an impressive educational 
background and proven track record of success, we’re 
confident he will continue and expand upon the 
tradition of excellence at North.”

“I want to make sure we 
streamline our administrative 
processes and maximize our 

resources...”

“To be called on by a district 
like Valley Stream Central 

High School District is truly 
an honor...”
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Pictured are Valley Stream Mayor Edwin Fare, South High School 
students Stessy Louis, Priscilla Nash and Sophie Renois and South High 
School Principal Maureen Henry at the Theodore Roosevelt Executive 
and Legislative Building in Mineola.

HIGH
South HS PSA Contest Winners    

Central Student’s Essay Earns Recognition 

Central FBLA Honors

Central HS Art Winner

Several students from South High School were named top winners in Nassau County’s second annual High School 
Drug Awareness Public Service Announcement Contest. 

Congratulations to the following South High School students on their winning video entries:

Second place — “End the Stigma – Seek Help” by Priscilla Nash
Second place — “End the Stigma – It Always Gets Better” by Sophie Renois
Third place — “End the Stigma – Call 227-TALK” by Stessy Louis

These students were honored at a special ceremony at the Theodore Roosevelt Executive and Legislative Building 
in Mineola.

 As part of Red Ribbon Week, the contest asked students in grades nine through 12 to create a 30-second public 
service announcement. To raise awareness about the dangers of illegal and prescription drugs, 125 students from nine 
different high schools, as well as Nassau BOCES Westbury Center, participated in the contest. 

Congratulations to these South High School students for earning top honors in the contest!

Central High School senior Amanda Johnson was 
recognized for her essay on immigration and President 
Barack Obama’s use of executive action at Hofstra 
University’s fourth annual student symposium with 
University Senior Presidential Scholars Howard Dean 
and Ed Rollins.

Amanda was one of five students representing schools 
from Nassau and Suffolk counties and New York City 
to receive this distinction. The symposium was co-
sponsored by Hofstra’s School of Education and the Peter 
S. Kalikow Center for the Study of American Presidency. 

All Central High School students in Mr. Gorman’s 

Advanced Placement Government and Politics classes 
wrote an essay in response to one of three questions; 
Amanda’s was: “What are the costs and benefits of 
President Obama’s decision to pursue immigration 
reform by executive order, and how can he make progress 
with Congress on this issue in 2015?” She and 24 other 
Central High School students attended the symposium, 
which included a question-and-answer session with Mr. 
Dean and Mr. Rollins related to presidential leadership. 

The symposiums have offered students meaningful 
experiences that promote civic engagement and 
collaboration with local colleges and universities.

Central High School students earned top honors for 
their recent participation in the Future Business Leaders 
of America New York State Leadership Conference at 
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center.

More than 600 students from across the state 
competed in a variety of events and workshops.  
Seventeen Central students participated in business 
events and all but two made it through their respective preliminary rounds and into the finals. They were 
all successful, and conducted themselves with dignity and professionalism. Congratulations to the following 
students:

 
First Place: Public Speaking I — Stephanie Burchell

First Place: Sales Presentation — Isaac Cruz 
First Place: Digital Design and Promotion — Madeline Grunin and Sophia Grunin  

First Place: Public Service Announcement — Claude Parola and Paola Parola
First Place: Website Design — Ronald Pritipaul 

Second Place: Public Speaking II — Ryan Andres
Second Place: Business Ethics — Jonathan Logan and Jason Paz

Second Place: Client Service — Gabriella Reyes
Third Place: E-Business — Ramya Gopalakrishnan and Monik Walters

 
These students qualify to represent Central and New York State at the National Championships in 

Chicago this summer.

Central High School student Alyssa Rodriguez recently 
won first place in the portrait category of the Youth 
Photography Showcase, sponsored by the Photographic 
Federation of Long Island.  

Her print, “The Guitarist,” was selected from more than 
100 entries and will now advance to the national level of the 
competition, run by the Photographic Society of America, 
this summer.
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United for Education
The Valley Stream Council of PTAs held its 19th 

annual Legislative Breakfast, which was attended 
by a number of notable dignitaries, in March in the 
Memorial Junior High School cafeteria. 

The breakfast, a community-based outreach 
meeting that brings together elected officials 
and the residents they represent, was attended 
by Valley Stream Mayor Edwin Fare, Town of 
Hempstead Councilmen Edward Ambrosino 
and Bruce Blakeman, Nassau County Legislator 
Carrie Solages, New York Assemblywoman 
Michaelle Solages, New York Assemblyman Brian 
Curran, New York State Sen. Dean Skelos, U.S. 
Congressman Gregory Meeks and a representative 
from U.S. Congresswoman Kathleen Rice’s office. 
School officials from each Valley Stream district 
were also in attendance. The continental breakfast 
was prepared by the Valley Stream Central High 
School District Culinary Program. 

The Valley Stream community has long enjoyed 
a special rapport with elected officials, and the hope 
is for the good relations to continue well into the 

future. The gathering of political leaders, school 
officials and community members at the breakfast 
stands as a testament to the continued priority that 
residents and their representatives have placed on 
educating the community’s most precious asset – its 
children. The event provided political leaders with 
the opportunity to listen and respond to concerns 
and suggestions from community residents.

“The Valley Stream Central High School 
District was pleased to assist the Council of PTAs 
in hosting this important event at Memorial this 
year,” said Valley Stream Central High School 
District Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich. “The event unites our legislators 
and school district leaders with the community, 
and allows for valuable, open dialogue about our 
schools, students and the future of education. It 
also allows for input for members of the Valley 
Stream Boards of Education, who are and will 
continue to be committed to identifying solutions 
to improve education.”

North High School student Adrianna 
Kapusta, South High School student Maria 
Fredericks and Central High School student 
Madeline Grunin were honored as this year’s 
recipients of the district’s music scholarships. 

The students received their awards 
at the 58th annual District Music 
Festival at Central High School’s Keller 
auditorium. Proceeds from ticket sales for 
the annual concert, which is sponsored 
by the Valley Stream PTA and PTSA 

Council in conjunction with the district’s 
music department, are used to fund the 
scholarships. The scholarships recognize 
students who have excelled throughout their 
music careers in the district. 

The festival consisted of performances 
by the district festival symphonic orchestra, 
led by conductor Tara Zamorano; district 
festival mixed chorus, led by conductor 
Adam Thorn; and district festival concert 
band, led by conductor Adam Erdos. 

The event unites our legislators and school district leaders with the 
community, and allows for valuable, open dialogue about our schools, 

students and the future of education.“ ”
A Night 

ofMusic 
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South High School hosted its second annual Empty Bowls Fundraiser 
on April 27. The event, sponsored by the school’s Art Honor Society, raised 
money for Holy Name of Mary Church food pantry.

Empty Bowls is an international grassroots effort to fight hunger. Art 
students donated bowls they made out of clay, and those in attendance 
made donations in exchange for a variety of soups. A local Panera Bread 
donated soup and bread. Soup was also made by students and teachers and 
donated by Valley Caterers in Franklin Square.

Entertainment for the evening included performances by the school’s 
Step Squad and Cultural Society. The student cast of the school’s musical 
production, “Leader of the Pack,” was also on hand, and several student-
actors performed “Be My Baby.”

Central High School was 
the recent recipient of a new 
scoreboard donated by the 
LaBarbera family. The scoreboard 
honors the memory of John 
LaBarbera, a former Central High 
School student who passed away 
in 2005 during an after-school 
basketball clinic from a sudden 
cardiac arrhythmia. 

At a special ceremony at the 
school, Central High School 

Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio, 
joined by John’s parents, John and 
Susan LaBarbera, as well as faculty 
and students, unveiled the new 
scoreboard. 

“This scoreboard offers 
invigoration and distinction to 
this gym,” Dr. Pompilio said. 
“John was an invigorating young 
man who carried himself with 
distinction. He was a scholar and 
an athlete, and we must remember 

his contribution to this 
school and community.”

After the ceremony, 
John’s parents offered 
their thanks to Dr. 
Pompilio and the entire 
Central High School 
community.

“I’m happy to see his 
legacy will live on here 
at Central High School, 
a place he loved,” said 
John LaBarbera. “We try 
to give back as much as 
possible. It’s great to see 
the scoreboard up there, 
and I know it’ll be up for 
a long time to come.” 

Students from South High 
School visited elementary students 
at Brooklyn Avenue and William L. 
Buck schools in Valley Stream School 
District 24 to host lessons on health 
and wellness.

The South High School students, 
who are members of the Athletic 
Honor Society, were selected to 
participate in wellness training 
sessions at Adelphi University held 
by the Nassau County School 
Wellness Coalition. They interacted 
with doctors and wellness trainers 

and went on to create health lessons.
When visiting District 24, South 

High School students taught lessons 
on health and wellness to second-
graders. They organized several 
learning stations for the younger 
students, including a tasting station 
to teach them the benefits of whole 
foods, a fitness and exercise station, 
and an ingredient label reading 
station, where students learned about 
healthy and unhealthy ingredients in 
foods and beverages. 

Students in North High School’s Physical Education Leadership Program 
recently volunteered at the Interfaith Nutrition Network in Hempstead.  

The INN addresses hunger and homelessness on Long Island by providing food, 
shelter, long-term housing and supportive services for those who seek help. The 
INN is a not-for-profit, volunteer-based organization.  

As part of the leadership program, North High School students develop a sense 
of service to the community while helping those less fortunate. They found the 
visit to be a rewarding and memorable experience.

Empty Bowls Fundraiser

Scoreboard Honors 
Student’s Memory  

Teaching Health 
and Wellness   

North HS Gives Back

Helping Hands
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At the April Board of Education meeting, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich, Board of Education members and school officials recognized the 
impressive performances of student-athletes, coaches and teams during the winter 
sports season. Those being acknowledged were presented with certificates of 
recognition for their outstanding achievements.

“We were very fortunate to have a number of faculty members, coaches and 
student-athletes recognized for their athletic performance,” said Dr. Heidenreich. 
“Congratulations to all of our student-athletes. The Board of Education is so proud 
of you and is pleased to offer opportunities to all of our students, both in the 
classroom and on the playing field, so we can produce well-rounded students and 
citizens. I congratulate all of our student-athletes on another terrific season filled with 
many successes and achievements.” 

The district congratulates the following winter season athletes, coaches and teams:

As part of C.A.R.E (Caring; Acceptance; Respect; Empathy) Week, American 
paralympian, wrestler and motivational speaker Rohan Murphy visited Memorial Junior 
High School.  

Murphy, who lost both of his legs at birth, spoke with eighth- and ninth-graders about 
his personal story. He wrestled in high school and later at Penn State University, and also 
went on to become an accomplished powerlifter. He has been featured in publications 
including Sports Illustrated, and even his own Nike commercial.

Murphy spoke with students about overcoming obstacles and always remaining true 
to themselves. He encouraged students to work hard and live a healthy lifestyle. He also 
emphasized the importance of remaining positive and caring, and being accepting of others. 

Newsday Nassau County Coach of the 
Year:
Matthew Johnsen, Boys Basketball – 
South High School

Nassau County Coaches of the Year:
Timothy Boyens, Boys Winter Track – 
North High School
Michael Frazer, Girls Winter Track – 
North High School

Long Island Champions:
South High School Boys Basketball

Nassau County Class “A” Champions:
North High School Boys Winter Track Team
North High School Girls Winter Track Team 

Nassau County Champions:
4x100-Meter Relay Team: Geoffrey 
Canada, Blaine Fisher, Cory Parrish, 
Genesis Yates – Central High School

All-Long Island Athletes:
Fencing (Foil): Sabrina Decopain – 
South High School
Basketball: Dana King – South High 
School
Fencing (Foil): Samantha Lohier – 
Central High School

Nassau County Coaches Association – 
All-County Awards
Bowling
Maria Lucente – North High School
Alexa Messina – Central High School

Boys Basketball
Hall Elisias – South High School
Winston Jones – Central High School
Mahlik McLeod – North High School

Boys Winter Track
Felipe Custodio, Cory Parrish – Central 
High School
Koby Altine, Jesse DiMeglio, Edem 
Ekpe, Stephan Jean-Charles, Zavier Jean-
Charles, T.J. Magno, Isaiah Paige, Billy 
Paraszczuk, Jarred Times, Peter Wilk – 
North High School
Michael Gordon – South High School

Girls Basketball
Naomi Bolasingh – Central High School

Girls Winter Track
Angeli Andre, Florencia Desir, Shantavia 
Destinoble, Anna Fagbemi, Elaina 
Hobbs, Tyesha Irving, Luz Nin, Chelsea 
Polanco – North High School 

Principal Maureen Henry commended 
South High School’s boys basketball 
team and their coaches on their Long 
Island Championship this year, as well 
as a historic season that was marked by 
a great showing of community pride. “It 
was heaven for us at South,” she said. 
“The pride that not only the basketball 
team had, but the entire school had, was 
great. Being able to experience the team’s 
run this year was incredible.”

Winter Sports Athletes 
Honored by District 

Paralympian Visits Memorial Junior HS 

District Coordinator of Physical Education and Athletics Scott Stueber, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill  
Heidenreich and Board of Education Vice President Jeanne Greco Jacobs are pictured with members of the North 
High School girls winter track team. The team was recognized as Nassau County Class “A” Champions. 

District Coordinator of Physical Education and Athletics Scott Stueber, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill  
Heidenreich and Board of Education Vice President Jeanne Greco Jacobs congratulated members of the Central High 
School 4x100-meter relay team, who were named Nassau County Champions.

South High School Principal Maureen Henry, District Coordinator of Physical Education and Athletics Scott 
Stueber, South High School boys basketball coach Matthew Johnsen, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich 
and Board of Education Vice President Jeanne Greco Jacobs recognized the South High School boys basketball team 
for their historic season.
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Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. James Lavery
Hon. William Stris

Hon. Lisa Pellicane
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio
Hon. Cristobal Stewart
Hon. Carolyn Torres

Hon. Lawrence Trogel, President Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please email or call District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Dates to Remember
Monday, June 8:

NHS Spartan Athletic Dinner 6:30 p.m.
CHS Senior Awards Ceremony @ Auditorium 7 p.m.

SHS Varsity Dinner and Awards Night 6 p.m.

Tuesday, June 9:
CHS Senior Departmental Awards @ Library 8 a.m.

BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, June 10:
CHS Spring Concert @ Auditorium 7 p.m.

NHS Senior BBQ

Thursday, June 11:
NHS Small Ensembles Concert 7:30 p.m.

Friday, June 12:
SHS World Culture Night 6 p.m. 

Saturday, June 13:
ACT @ NHS

Tuesday, June 16–Thursday, June 25:
Regents Exam Week

Tuesday, June 16:
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 18:
CHS/MJHS PTSA Installation Dinner

Friday, June 19:
MJHS Ninth-Grade Promotion Party 

Tuesday, June 23:
SHS Pre-Prom Celebration 5 p.m.

SHS Senior Prom 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 24:
NHS Mandatory Graduation Rehearsal 9 a.m.

NHS PTSA Pre-Prom Celebration 5-7 p.m.
NHS Senior Prom 7 p.m.

SHS Graduation Rehearsal 12 p.m.
CHS Graduation @ Tilles Center, LIU Post 3 p.m.  

Thursday, June 25:
Last Day of School

NHS Yearbook Pictures 
NHS/SHS Graduation 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 7:
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 9:
Community Orchestra Concert @ Village Band Shell 

– Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 14:
BOE Reorganization Meeting 7:30 p.m. Business 

Meeting @ MJHS 8 p.m.
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 16:
Community Orchestra Concert @ Village Band Shell 

– Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 21:
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 23:
Community Orchestra Concert @ Village Band Shell 

– Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 28:
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 30:
Community Orchestra Concert @ Village Band Shell 

– Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4:
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Tuesday, August 11:
Community Band Concert @ Village Band Shell – 

Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Wednesday, August 26:
NHS Incoming Seventh-Grade Orientation 9 a.m.
SHS Incoming Seventh-Grade Orientation 9 a.m.

Thursday, August 27:
MJHS Incoming Seventh-Grade Orientation 9 a.m.

Featured Teacher: 
Rosemarie Scaglione, North High School

North High School Italian teacher 
Rosemarie Scaglione, who has taught at 
the school for 14 years, has always been 
passionate about her students learning 
a foreign language and achieving in the 
classroom. 

Born in Queens and raised in the 
Five Towns, Ms. Scaglione attended 
and graduated high school in Italy and 
later returned to the Five Towns. She 
attended Queens College, where she 
earned both her bachelor’s degree in 
Italian and Spanish with a minor in 
secondary education and her master’s 
degree in Italian language and literature. 
She currently teaches six classes, 
including Advanced Placement Italian.

Her teaching style, she explained, 
involves open and clear dialogue with 
students and being involved as much as 

possible in their learning process. “You 
have to be available in every aspect to 
help them along and provide additional 
support,” she said. 

As an educator, interaction and 
working alongside students, as well 
as establishing goals, are essential to 
success. Her goal is for her students to 
be bilingual, expand their vocabulary 
base and learn to speak the language 
with others. Delving into the Italian 
culture and its rich history is also 
necessary for academic growth. This 
has not only strengthened her rapport 
with her students, but has also resulted 
in student success and understanding of 
the material. 

“There is nothing more rewarding 
than when I get an email or phone call 
from a parent saying their child went to 

study abroad in Italy or is now studying 
at the college level,” Ms. Scaglione 
said. “I don’t want students to simply 
be able to pass a test; I want them to 
understand how a language works.”

What she hopes at the end of each 
year is that her students not only thrive 
academically in the classroom, but also 
apply what they have learned long after 
they’ve graduated. 

“As a teacher, you have a big 
responsibility,” she said. “You’re 
preparing students for the future. With 
language, you’re shaping the way they 
speak and the words they use. I hope 
they have an enriching educational 
experience when they take my classes.” 	

Ms. Scaglione resides in Valley 
Stream with her husband and two 
children. 


