Winter 2014

www.vschsd.org

THE

Carrier Route Presort
RESIDENTIAL PATRON
LOCAL
*****ECRWSS**

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Valley Stream, NY
11580
Permit No. 308

VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH ScHOOL DISTRICT

BSERVER

Vol. 48, No. 2

PUBLISHED BY THE VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH ScHoOL DisTrRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION

BUDGET PROCESS UNDERWAY IN

Central High School District

Valley Stream Central High School
District Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Bill Heidenreich joined the district’s
Board of Education and community
members on Jan. 11 for a tour of each
of the district’s four schools. This
provided a first-hand look at the capital
improvements and building upgrades
being considered for the 2014-15
preliminary budget.

On the table is $1 million worth
of capital projects recommended for
inclusion in the 2014-15 operating
budget. Of these projects, $355,000
worth are considered “Priority 1” -
improvements and upgrades in need of
the most attention.

“The Board of Education and our
administrative team are working closely
on the 2014-15 preliminary budget,
and at the same time, keeping a close
eye on maintaining our facilities for the
future,” Dr. Heidenreich said. “As we
move forward, we will continue to assess
and prioritize items that most affect our
students, while remaining financially
responsible to taxpayers.”

Among the items up for discussion
are districtwide improvements,
including a ceiling replacement
project for classrooms (Priority 1)
and classroom door and lockset
replacements. The districtwide capital
projects have an estimated cost of
$260,000.

At North High School, capital
projects for consideration in the 2014-
15 budget have an estimated cost of
$121,000, which includes a refinishing
of the gymnasium floor, improvement
of the retaining wall for tennis courts
(which involves an engineering study)

and concrete and blacktop repairs, all

of which are considered Priority 1.
Priority 2 upgrades include an improved
sprinkler system for the front field,
electrical service for athletic fields and a
softball field backstop replacement.

At South High School, capital
improvements and upgrades being
considered are a gymnasium locker
spindle replacement, soundproofing
Rooms 111/112 and 210/211 and
concrete and blacktop repairs, all of
which are considered Priority 1. A
choral riser replacement is also being
considered, and is deemed Priority 2.
Total costs of improvements at South
are estimated at $104,000.

Central High School needs $40,000
in building improvements, including
auditorium painting and concrete
and blacktop repairs (both which are
Priority 1), as well as auditorium sound
and auditorium lighting upgrades.

Memorial Junior High School has
$270,000 in capital improvements and
upgrades on the table for consideration,
including concrete and blacktop repairs
and gymnasium ceiling replacement
(both of which are Priority 1 items)
as well as gymnasium bleacher
improvements and a cafeteria table
replacement.

The Valley Stream Central High
School District Board of Education
has not yet made any final decisions
on which capital projects to include in
the 2014-15 operating budget. Budget
discussions will continue as the current
school year progresses, and the board
will adopt a proposed budget later this
year with a public vote to follow in May.

The Valley Stream Central High School District Board of Education and administrators toured
each of the district’s four schools for a close look at the capital projects being considered for the

2014-15 preliminary budget.
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Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations Dr. Wayne Loper discusses capital projects
being considered at North High School during the districts annual building tour.




A Message

from the
Superintendent

Dear Parents, Students and Community Members:

I hope your holiday season was filled with joy
and quality time with friends, family and loved
ones, and I wish you a bright, happy and healthy
new year.

The 2014-15 school budget season officially
began on Saturday, Jan. 11 as the Board of
Education and school administrators conducted a
comprehensive tour of our schools and discussed
budget priorities with district principals.

With continued challenges facing the district,
including limitations of the property tax cap
legislation, the threat of state funding deficiencies,
and slowly recovering national and state economies,
the Board of Education and administrators have
been working closely to develop a budget that is
both fiscally sound and maintains quality programs
and services for our students.

Given these external factors that drive the budget
higher each year, we face many difficult decisions
as we continue to move forward with the budget
process. Please know, however, that we are in the
preliminary stages, and no concrete decisions
have been made. I encourage the involvement of
community members in the process by attending
Board meetings and budget workshops in the
coming months, as your feedback and insight
remain critical and and invaluable to us. We will
keep you updated through The Observer, the media
and other forms of communication.

While we remain focused on creating our 2014-
15 spending plan, we continue, as always, to focus
on quality instruction and educational programs
for students. Now at the midpoint of the 2013-14
school year, teachers, principals and administrators
continue to work in the best interest of our children
and community, and our students continue to
be recognized for their accomplishments in and
outside of the classroom.

As the school year continues, I not only hope
to see you at our Board budget meetings, but also
at many of our district’s upcoming ceremonies,
performances and special events. We have much to
look forward to during the remainder of our school

year.

Sincerely,
Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools

DISTRICT HOSTS
Superintendent’s Conference Day

Faculty and staff throughout the Valley Stream Central High
School District participated in a number of workshops on Nov. 5
during Superintendent’s Conference Day.

Teachers attended workshops that featured activities relating
to the new Common Core Learning Standards for math and
English language arts. Workshop facilitators and teachers also
engaged in discussions on designing instruction and challenging
learning activities to allow students to build upon their
knowledge and understanding of material.

In one workshop at Memorial Junior High School, English
teachers received training on how to use and incorporate an
Edmentum online learning program in their classes. According
to Dr. Thomas Troisi, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction, Edmentum is a leading provider of online
learning programs that address the needs of students. The goal for
the district, he said, is to blend individual teaching approaches
with visual instruction in the classroom to ensure students achieve at higher academic levels.

During the workshop, Edmentum staff instructors Susan and Gary Vance showed teachers how to use
Edmentum’s Plato Courseware program, which includes courses in a wide range of subjects, as well as honors
and Advanced Placement offerings. Teachers also learned how to manage assignments and tests with the

Students Honon

Board of Education

As part of School Board Recognition Week, students
and faculty members of the Valley Stream Central High
School District honored Board of Education members for
their commitment and hard work.

During the Nov. 12 Board meeting at Memorial
Junior High School, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill
Heidenreich lauded Board members for their dedication
and for striving to always lead the district in a positive
direction.
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During Superintendent’s Conference Day on Nov. 5,
instructor Susan Vance, second from right, showed Valley
Stream Central High School District English teachers

how to use the Edmentum’s Plato Courseware program.

program.

Valley Stream Central High School student Joanna Capellan,

Jourth from right, and Central High School faculty members
presented Board of Education President Elise Antonelli,
second from left, with framed photographs of performing arts
program students. Faculty also presented Board members
with an interview segment filmed by Web-based TV network
Longislandny.tv, which focused on Capellan, a member of the
perﬁ)rming art.fpmngm.

“I'd like to take the time to recognize our volunteer
school board members for their service to the children of
the Valley Stream community,” Dr. Heidenreich said.

“They put in countless hours to provide programs and
opportunities for the students we serve.”

Dr. Heidenreich noted that decisions made by Board
members ultimately lead to students in the district
receiving quality education and becoming well-rounded
young adults.

Each of the four district principals, along with students
from their respective schools, presented Board members
with tokens of appreciation, including student-created
artwork, photography and magnets.

North High School Principal Cliff Odell, center, and
students presented the Board of Education with an enlarged
autographed playbill of the schools fall production, “The
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.” Students also :
distributed North High School car magnets to Board members. T > S, B B —
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South High School students and Principal Maureen Henry,
center, presented the Board of Education with a piece of
artwork thanking Board members for their hard work and
commitment to the district.

Memorial Junior High School Principal Anthony Mignella, second from
left, art teacher Darla Carberry, center, and students presented student-

created artwork to Board of Education President Elise Antonelli, left, as
part of School Board Recognition Week.




New Assistant
Principal Appointed

Mathew Pearson was recently appointed
assistant principal at Central High School.

Pearson, who started his new position
on Dec. 2, earned a Bachelor of Science in
therapeutic recreation from Morris Brown
College and a master’s degree in school
building leadership from St. John’s University.
He possesses a wealth of educational
experience, and previously served as a physical
education and health teacher at Bishop
Loughlin High School, a physical education
and crisis intervention teacher at Martin
DePorres Elementary and Junior High, and
as dean of students and assistant principal at
Martin DePorres High School.

Pearson said that he was immediately drawn
to the position, as well as the district, which
he noted has a strong academic reputation
and vibrant community. In the brief period of
time in his new role, he said, he’s been openly
welcomed and generously supported by his

colleagues and administration, and
has enjoyed engaging students, who
he described as having camaraderie
and being outgoing and friendly.
“Professionally, this was a nice
step over,” he said of his new
position. “It’s been a smooth

transition and everyone has been
incredibly helpful.”

Since he began, Pearson has continued to
work toward meeting several goals, including
building relationships with faculty, staff and
students, and learning more about the school’s
culture. He also wants to help support the
school’s solid academic foundation, and to
ensure that students have the best opportunities
to achieve academically.

“I have a passion for working with students
and kids,” he said. “You have to be organized
— you have to have a plan, a mission. What
are the outcomes you're looking for? You have

Featured Teacher:

Marie Romano, Memorial Junior High School

A math teacher at Memorial Junior High
School for the past 30 years, Marie Romano
has always had an affinity for teaching and a
passion for helping children succeed in the
classroom.

Mrs. Romano, who was born in Manhattan
and was later raised in Elmont, graduated from
Elmont Memorial High School and decided
to pursue a career in education. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in education and minored
in math at Adelphi University, and went on
to earn her master’s degree in education at the
school as well.

“I always wanted to be a teacher,” she said.
“I knew I was good at math and I've always
enjoyed working with kids.”

Mrs. Romano, who teaches five classes,
including eighth-grade Regents math and

Algebra 1, believes that it’s necessary to be both

professional and personal in the classroom, but
also stresses the importance of students taking
personal responsibility for their actions and
their education.

“They need to demonstrate responsibility,

and a desire to learn,” she said, noting

that both will ensure student success.
“Responsibility is the most important thing in
life.”

As an educator who cares deeply for her
students, Mrs. Romano explained that for her,
a major goal is to keep students motivated so
they remain engaged in learning.

“The majority of students are receptive in
the classroom,” she said. “They try - they work
hard.” She noted, however, that some students
need to be directly addressed so that they feel
motivated to achieve more.

“I’ll go out of my way if I see a student at
lunch and try to have a conversation and say
“We can do this together,” Mrs. Romano said.
“They see another side of you when you're
communicating with them one on one.”

At the end of each school year, her hope
is that her students have not only excelled
academically, but have also grown as
individuals who have developed character and
learned the importance of commitment and
responsibility, in and outside of school.

to know where you would like to take your
school.”

Pearson, who noted that he was fortunate
to have many influential, caring teachers while
growing up, simply hopes to collaborate with
his new colleagues working as a team to ensure
students excel in a nurturing, but challenging,
learning environment. With this in mind, he
remains excited for what the remainder of the
school year will bring.

“Students are going to be pushed to work
hard,” he said. “You have to work as a team, as
a community, to be successful.”

“My hope for them is that they’re happy;,
and that they have learned what needed to be
learned to achieve,” she said. “But Memorial,
it’s in a wonderful spot academically. And my
career here has been wonderful.”

Mrs. Romano resides in Nassau County with
her husband, Stephen, and has two children.

“My hope for them is
that they're happy, and
that they have learned
what needed to be
learned to achieve.”
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Students Named
All-County Musicians

Nearly 100 students were selected for and participated in the
Nassau Music Educators Association All-County Festival at the Tilles
Center at LIU Post this winter.

This prestigious honor indicates that these student-musicians are
among the top performers in Nassau County. Selection was based
upon their New York State School Music Association solo evaluation
scores and strong teacher recommendations.

The district congratulates the following students on this fine
achievement:

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL:

Kristin Alli — Mixed Chorus, soprano; Anthony Anglin — Chorus,
tenor; Michael Arriaga — Mixed Chorus, tenor; Kayla Diedrick

— Mixed Chorus, soprano; Annie Fitzgerald — Chorus, soprano;
Madeline Grunin — Orchestra, French horn; Maria Mayorga —
Orchestra, string bass; Ryan Milano — Orchestra, trombone; Andrew
Riggio — Band, clarinet; Antonia Roth — Mixed Chorus, soprano;
Derrick Soler — Orchestra, viola; Ethan St. Fleur — Mixed Chorus,
bass; Niko Valentin — Chorus, bass; Monik Walters — Mixed Chorus,
alto

MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL.:

Naima Alakham — Chorus, soprano; Michael Anderson — Chorus,
tenor; Theresa Antoine — Chorus, soprano; Kyle Bonilla — Chorus,
tenor; Alexander Brothers — Chorus, tenor; Steven Dignam — Band,
snare drum; Rahul Gopralakrishnan — Chorus, tenor; Sophia Grunin
— Jazz Band, alto sax; Lauren Jones — Band, clarinet; Kaithlyn
Massiah — Orchestra, violin; Daniel Toy — Band, tuba; Naiyh Waynes
— Orchestra, cello; Corey Windham — Chorus, baritone

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL.:

Gregory Abiuso — Band, clarinet; Ashley Augustin — Chorus, alto;
Selina Barnes — Chorus, soprano; Nicholas Bove — Chorus, baritone;
Jessica Brand — Chorus, alto; Jessica Buontempo — Chorus, alto;
Michael Cabezas — Chorus, bass; Amirah Campbell — Chorus, alto;
Matthew Casserly — Chorus, baritone; Angelica Celis — Chorus, alto;
Jonathan Chen — Chorus, tenor; Amelia Cossentino — Band, tuba;
Dominick Delcarpine — Band, tuba; Rose Diolallevi — Orchestra,
violin; Laila Drosman — Orchestra, trumpet; Thomas Elbert — Band,
trombone; Kailyn Fan — Orchestra, violin; Dylan Feliu — Chorus,
tenor; Jeremy Fontaine — Chorus, baritone; Jessica Fornells — Band,
oboe; Chorus, soprano; Morgan Foster — Band, French horn;
Jeannette Freeman — Jazz Band, trombone; Emilie Genuard — Band,
clarinet; Joseph Gisonda — Chorus, baritone; Isabel Hernandez

— Chorus, alto; Sabreena Jacob — Chorus, alto; Geralyn Jones —
Chorus, soprano; Mary Kalb — Chorus, alto; Adrianna Kapusta

— Orchestra, violin; Colleen Knoblach — Chorus, alto; Luiz Felipe
Lemos — Chorus, baritone; Clara Leyendecker — Chorus, soprano;
Victoria Long — Chorus, soprano; James Mattone — Mixed Chorus,
bass; Corinne Miller — Chorus, soprano; Christian Pareja — Chorus,
baritone; Lauren Quinn — Mixed Chorus, soprano; Sabrina Roy —
Mixed Chorus, soprano; Daniel Sanky — Band, bass clarinet; Chorus,
bass; Michael Sanky — Mixed Chorus, bass; Timothy Sarro — Band,
tuba; Nithin Seelan — Chorus, baritone; Nicholas Sossi-Romano —
Chorus, tenor; Sophia Thomson — Chorus, soprano; Marcello Tripoli
— Chorus, tenor; Allison Vasquez — Chorus, alto; Matthew Wang —
Band, baritone; Justine Woracek — Chorus, alto

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL:

Monu Baijo — Chorus, tenor; Alexandra Fischer — Chorus, alto;
Jordan Herbert — Chorus, baritone; Miranda Menzies — Band,
clarinet; Nicole Pellman — Orchestra, violin; Moises Rodriguez —
Chorus, baritone; Kristen Smith — Chorus, soprano; Lillian Smith
— Orchestra, viola; Lloyd Tanedo — Band, clarinet; Sabrina Villela —
Chorus, soprano; Allyce Yang — Orchestra, viola

Musician Selected for
Macy's Great American Band

Senior and student musician Timothy Sarro from North High
School performed in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade as part of
the 2013 Macy’s Great American Marching Band.

Sarro (tuba) was one of 185 students from across the United
States selected to participate in the famous band. The band played
“Can’t Hold Us” by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, along with a variety
of Christmas numbers, as part of the Thanksgiving Day televised

performance.

In addition, Sarro enjoyed a week’s worth of activities, including
participating in a leadership session, touring New York City, viewing
“Matilda the Musical” and visiting the new World Trade Center
complex. Also factored in were a number of hours of rehearsal time
before the big day.

“It was exciting to be a part of the parade,” Sarro said of his
experience.

A member of the school’s Tri-M Music Honor Society, Sarro was selected for this honor based upon an
audition CD he submitted.

North High School Principal Clifford Odell
congratulates student-musician Timothy Sarro
on being selected for the 2013 Macy’s Great
American Marching Band.

District Reco
Student

At the Valley Stream Central High School District’s Dec. 10 Board of Education meeting,
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich and school officials recognized students who were named
All-State and All-County athletes during the fall season. The athletes were given certificates of recognition
for their achievement.
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“It’s always so nice to recognize our student-athletes,” Dr. Heidenreich said. “Research shows that kids
who are involved in sports excel in school as well, and tend to be very much involved in their schools.
Tonight, we take the opportunity to recognize these students.”

The district congratulates the following All-County athletes:

Central High School: Nataly Aguirre, girls soccer; Boljan Castillo, football; Sheaadante Longford, tennis;
Dayna McNeil, tennis; John Weed, cross-country

North High School: Patrick Brady, football; Brian Carroll, football; Roody Derineau, boys soccer; Alanna
McDougall, girls soccer; Quentin Sathasivam, boys soccer; Peter Wilk, boys cross-country

South High School: Stefan Duda, boys volleyball; Michael Gordon, cross-country; Breanna Knight, girls

soccer

North High School student Alanna McDougall was also recognized for being named an All-State athlete
for girls soccer.

At the Dec. 10 Board of Education meeting, Scott
Stueber, district coordinator of physical education and
athletics, along with school officials, recognized South
High School All-County athletes Breanna Knight,
Michael Gordon and Stefan Duda.

Scott Stueber, district coordinator of physical education and athletics,
along with Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich and Board
of Education President Elise Antonelli, recognized Central High School
All-County athletes Nataly Aguirre, Sheaadante Longford and Dayna
McNeil.

Scott Stueber, district coordinator
of physical education and athletics,
Board of Education President Elise
Antonelli and Superintendent

of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich,
congratulated North High School
All-County athletes Alanna
McDougall, Quentin Sathasivam,
Brian Carroll and Patrick Brady.

VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT




NORTH HS EMBRACES South HS
Beautiful Me’ Program Graduate Named

To develop their friendship- S ta te A P S C h 0 l ar

building skills and self-esteem,
students in the Career and

Michael Yang, a 2013 graduate of South High School, was
recently named a State Advanced Placement Scholar.

Technical Education Honor Society
at North High School participated
in the Hance Family Foundation’s
“Beautiful Me” program.

The prestigious award is presented to one male and one female
student in each U.S. state and the District of Columbia with
Beautiful Me is a three-session scores of 3 or higher on the greatest number of AP exams and then

self-esteem program designed to

the highest average score (a minimum of 3.5) on all AP exams

educate females by promoting
appreciation of their genuine

: = taken. Exams are graded on a scale of 1 to 5.
Hance Family Foundation staff members Peggy Schlechter and Sue Murphy,

.. left, at back, pose with students from the Career and Technical Education )
quahtles’ accurate self-awareness Honor Society and honor society adviser Vanessa Coppeto, right, at the Nov. 14 year of hlgh school, he took 17 AP exams and scored a per fect

and the satisfaction of helpmg “Beautiful Me” program session at North High School. S on 15 of those exams. Of the 17 AP exams he took, he self-
others. taught himself for five of them without taking the course that

According to Yang, from his sophomore year through senior

The Hance Family Foundation was founded to honor the memories of Alyson, Emma and
Katie Hance, three young children who died in a car accident on July 26, 2009. The foundation
is dedicated to providing educational programs for children of all ages.

Vanessa Coppeto, a North High School science teacher and adviser for the Career and
Technical Education Honor Society, helped bring the program to the school. During the

accompanied the exam.

Yang, now a freshman at Cornell University and majoring in
computer science, learned that he had won the award last July
while he was in Europe with his youth orchestra. While he admits

. . . . . to feeling honored, he also was quick to note that the award was
sessions, staff members from the Hance Family Foundation engaged students in discussions & ’ 1

. . . - unexpected.
on a variety of topics to build students’ self-esteem. Students were encouraged to maintain a P

<« b) . . » . <« . b) . .
.. : ) . : I wasn’t trying for this award,” he said. “I didn’t really believe it
positive mindset, remain comfortable with who they are, and focus on their strengths, talents ying ’ y

e at first. But it was a nice surprise.”
and personalities.

As part of their community service project, members of the honor society — students in Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidentreich commended

10th, 11th and 12th grade — taught eighth-grade female students what they learned during
their sessions as a way to empower them and embolden their confidence and individuality.

Yang on his steadfast commitment to academic excellence, and
noted that to the best of his knowledge, no other students in the
district have ever been granted the State AP Scholar award.
“This is a fine accomplishment, and one that has made many
in the Valley Stream Central High School District community

C%tlld@ﬁt@ EXPlOF@ Futufé extremely proud,” said Dr. Heidenreich.

In the future, Yang, who is currently interning with an Ithaca-

in working at an up-and-coming company, which he believes

D th t C 11 F y based tech company, said he would like to work at a major
a 8 a O 6 86 a1f company like Amazon, Google or Facebook. He is also interested

Students planning ' A2
for the future attended a e )
districtwide college fair in

the Central High School

would provide invaluable experience.

“We're confident that Michael will continue to excel and
succeed in his academic pursuits and all that he strives for in the
future,” Dr. Heidenreich said.

gymnasium on Nov. 7.

College-bound students
spoke with admissions
representatives from a
variety of schools in and
outside of New York State.
Representatives from more
than 100 colleges turned out
for the fair. The students

Baruch College admissions recruiter Katherine McCarthy spoke with students
] ) . and parents about the school’s academic programs and course offerings at the
lnqlllred about academic districts college fair on Nov. 7.

programs and course
offerings, student clubs and
organizations, scholarship
opportunities, and tuition.

Representatives fielded
the students” questions,
provided them with
brochures and informational
materials, and encouraged
them to follow up as they
move forward in the college
decision process.

Students throughout the Valley Stream Central High School District spoke with
a number of college admissions representatives and picked up informational
materials at the districtwide college fair.

VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT



South High School

Students at South High School celebrated Unity Week on Nov. 25-27, an
annual event that promotes school pride and encourages students to take a
stand against bullying.

Students engaged in anti-bullying classroom lessons with teachers and
wore school colors to show their commitment to remaining kind, charitable
and understanding toward others. Seventh-graders created a long paper link
of thankfulness, and students throughout the school signed an anti-bullying
pledge.

NHTY

Students and peer mentors interacted in group settings and participated in a variety of activities to

Joster a greater sense of awareness on the subject of bullying.
Seventh-grade students ar South High School stand under the anti-bullying pledge they signed during Unity
Week, an annual event that promotes school pride and encourages students to take a stand against bullying.

Awareness Night
........T.a..k.ia.g..é..é.{é.‘.).d.......... Unites Students
Against Rullving g e o O o e g S o el e

trust, unity and kindness among students while focusing on the issue of
bullying.

Fifty peer mentors, who were nominated by staff, led the five-hour
event, which included a variety of activities to foster a greater sense of
awareness on the subject of bullying. Students also watched a video clip
relating to bullying, and peer mentors led discussions about student
reactions.

Memorial Junior High School hosted its second annual Stand Up and Speak
Out Day on Nov. 27, an event where students unite and pledge to take a stand
against bullying.

Stand Up and Speak Out Day was established at Memorial Junior High
School in honor of Stephanie Ginsberg, a health teacher at the school for 42
years who died in August 2012. Ms. Ginsberg was active in teaching students
the importance of speaking out against bullying and being an upstander, not a
bystander.

Fred Yutkowitz, Ginsberg’s husband, joined administrators, students and
staff for the full-day event. Students and staff wore pledge shirts to send a loud,
nonconfrontational message of resistance to bullies. Students attended open
forums during their lunch periods with visiting Central High School students,
who spoke about the effects of bullying and the importance of being tolerant
and supportive of others.

The event served as an important learning experience for students,
allowing them to build relationships with their peers. At the conclusion of
the evening, students were asked to share all they had learned with their
friends, and to exemplify model behavior in their lives.

e

"] = - 2 A & '
. : — Valley Stream Central High School students in the Peer Mentors Club gathered on Dec. 6 for Awareness
At Memorial Junior High Schools second annual Stand Up and Speak Out Day on Nov. 27, students and staff Night, an event geared toward promoting trust, unity and kindness among students while focusing on
were joined by Central High School students who all took the pledge to take a stand against bullying. the issue of bullying.
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The YOLO-SGD Club at Central High School hosted a fashion show fundraiser on Dec. 13 to benefit Chime for
Change, a global campaign focused on education, health and justice for women.

The YOLO-SGD Club’s fashion show fundraiser featured student models who wore their sweet 16 dresses and
discussed what their special day meant to them. The event raised $300, which was donated to the Chime for
Change campaign.

YOLO Club Hosts Fashion Show Fundraiser

The YOLO-SGD Club at Central High School hosted a fashion show on Dec. 13 to raise funds for Chime for Change, a global campaign focused
on education, health and justice for women.

The community service-based club, whose acronym stands for You Only Live Once — See Greater Differences, hosted its first fashion show in the
school’s auditorium. The event featured student models who wore their sweet 16 dresses and discussed what their special day meant to them. The club
raised $300 through ticket sales and donations, all of which went to benefit the Chime for Change campaign.

Meworial Junior Staff
Avrt Honor Society Gives Grow Mustaches

Back to Community for Good Cavse

On Dec. 13, the Art Honor Society at South High School donated
$500 to Holy Name of Mary Parish’s food pantry in Valley Stream.

Art Honor Society adviser Paulette Lowe recalled that the honor
society held a pumpkin festival fundraiser around Halloween. Students
carved and sold 90 pumpkins at the event, and crafted other Halloween
items for sale, including scarecrows, mummies and ghosts.

Sister Margie Kelly of Holy Name of Mary Parish accepted the

Memorial Junior High School held a mustache challenge fundraiser last
year to raise money for a men’s health charity, as well as for victims of the
devastating typhoon in the Philippines.

Throughout November, several administrators and faculty members grew
mustaches and beards, and students made donations to the participants of
their choice. The school raised $155 for the two causes.

The money was donated to the Movember Foundation, a nonprofit

donation and commended the students for their kindness and generosity. organization featuring men’s health programs focused on combating
“South ngh School has a hlStOf}’ of community outreach, and I thank prostate and testicular cancer, as well as the American Red Cross, to assist
you for this,” she said. typhoon victims in the Philippines.

SHOE"_ 7D

(From left): Memorial Junior High School English teacher Adam Bjellend, science teacher Jason Robbins,
Special Education Department chairperson and Student Activities Director Tracy Alesia, Principal
Anthony Mignella and science teacher Ben Tangney sported mustaches on the last day of the school’s
mustache challenge fundraiser in November, which raised $155.

=y e
Members of the Art Honor Society at South High School are pictured with Sister Margie Kelly (left), Principal
Maureen Henry (third from left) and adviser Paulette Lowe (fourth from left), presenting a donation to Holy
Name of Mary Parish on Dec. 13.

VALLEY STREAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 7



Waiver Requests Due Feb. 15

Valley Stream Central High School District Board of Education Policy 5110 allows
students entering the district for the first time to request a waiver to any school in the district
other than their attendance zone school. The deadline for these requests is Feb. 15, 2014.
Please note that a waiver request will be considered only at the time the student is first

eligible to enter the district, and its approval is subject to space availability.
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If approved, this request does not constitute district approval of any future request made

on behalf of a younger child/sibling.

For additional information, call 516-872-5601.

Residency Hotline

To report suspected illegal attendance, please
call our Illegal School Attendance Tips Hotline at
516-872-5677. Anyone may anonymously report
suspicion that a student is illegally attending
school at Central High, North High, South High,
Memorial Junior High, District 13 or 24.

Dates 10 Remember

Monday-Friday, Feb. 17 - 21:
Winter Recess — Schools Closed

Monday, Feb. 24:
NHS Senior High Trivia Challenge 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 25:
CHS It's Academic 3:30 p.m. @ Café
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 26:
NHS Senior High Sports Challenge 4 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 27:
Districtwide SAT Informational Night 7 p.m.
@ Keller Auditorium
CHS Blood Drive @ Gym

Friday, Feb. 28:
CHS Class Sports Competition 3:30 p.m. @ Gym

Saturday, March 1:
SHS Cultural Dinner Theater 5 p.m.

Monday, March 3:
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 4:
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS

Wednesday, March 5:
SEPTA Valley Stream Schools 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, March 6:
CHS Senior Pasta Dinner 5 p.m. @ Café
NHS National Honor Society Induction 7 p.m.

Friday, March 7:
MJHS Talent Show 7 p.m.
NHS Kickline Fashion Show 7 p.m.
SHS Junior High Talent Show 7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 11:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS
CHS LOTE Spelling Bee 3:30 p.m. @ Library

Wednesday, March 12:
CHS Represent Your Roots Day

Thursday, March 13:
CHS Heritage Night 6 p.m. @ Café and Gym
SHS Alumni Meeting 7 p.m.

Friday, March 14:
District Festival Concert 8 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium
CHS Pi Day Activities 3:30 p.m.
MJHS Pi Day Activities

Saturday, March 15:
NHS 5K Walk/Run 8:30 a.m.
Valley Stream Legislative Breakfast 9 a.m. @ MJHS

Tuesday, March 18:
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 19:
CHS Performing Arts Showcase 6:30 p.m.
@ Keller Auditorium
CHS/MJHS Joint PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, March 20:
NHS Junior High National
Honor Society Induction 7 p.m.
SHS Academic Honor Society Inductions 7 p.m.

Friday, March 21:
MJHS Poetry Slam

Tuesday, March 25:
SHS Intergenerational Day

Wednesday, March 26:
MJHS National Junior Honor Society Induction
Ceremony 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 27:
CHS Career Day and Dress for Success Day
MJHS Winter Athletic Dinner 6:30 p.m.
NHS International Cultural Fair 6:30 p.m.

Friday — Saturday, March 28 - 29:
SHS Musical 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 1:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. @ MJHS

Wednesday, April 2:
SEPTA Valley Stream Schools 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS
SHS Fine Arts Showcase: Art & Tri-M Honor Society
Inductions and Ensemble Concert 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 3:
SHS Parent’s Club/PTSA/SEPTA Budget Meeting
7 p.m.
SHS Senior Remix 7 p.m.

Friday, April 4:
CHS One Act Plays 7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium
SHS Blood Drive
NHS Spring Production 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 5:
MJHS PTSA Car Wash 9 a.m.
NHS Spring Production 7:30 p.m.

Monday, April 7:
CHS Mandatory Parents Prom Meeting 6 p.m.
@ Auditorium
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.
SHS Mandatory Junior Dinner Parents Meeting 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 9:
CHS/MJHS Joint PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, April 10:
“Lights On for Education” 7:15 - 9:15 p.m. @ MJHS

Monday, April 14 — Monday, April 21:
Spring Recess — Schools Closed

Tuesday, April 22:
MJHS Earth Day Celebration
NHS PTSA/Spartan Club Budget Presentation 7:30
p.m.

Wednesday, April 23:
CHS Art Show 6:30 p.m. @ Art Studio

Friday, April 25:
CHS Spring Pep Rally 3:30 p.m. @ Firemen'’s Field
MJHS Musical 7 p.m. @ CHS
NHS Junior Dinner Dance 7 p.m.
NHS Supermarket Sweeps 7:30 p.m.
SHS Parents Club Fundraiser 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 26:
MJHS/Franklin Hospital Health Fair @ a.m. @ MJHS
MJHS Musical 7 p.m. @ CHS

Sunday, April 27:
NHS Intergenerational Dinner 3 p.m.

Monday, April 28:
SHS Mandatory Senior Prom Parent Meeting 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 29:
SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.
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