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The 2014 New York State Schools of Character award program, sponsored by the Academy for Character Education at Sage College and the 
Character Education Partnership, has recognized Memorial Junior High School as an Emerging School of Character.

The award program recognizes schools or districts that demonstrate outstanding school climate and academic performance. Memorial Junior 
High School was recognized for a number of its character education efforts, including its teacher mentoring, PALS tutoring and World of 
Difference programs, which allow students to engage in activities to broaden their understanding of character education. 

The school was also recognized for its service clubs, which encourage involvement in the community; its scheduling of assemblies to establish 
goals and expectations for student behavior; and its Believe in the Rights and Values of Everyone Committee, which strives to emphasize core 
values in the school. 

North High School senior Samara Ford has 
been named a winner in the 2014 National 
Achievement Scholarship Program.

The NASP exists specifically to honor 
academically talented Black Americans, 
and is conducted by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation. Samara’s award is 

being underwritten by the NMSC and 
provides a single payment of $2,000. 

More than 160,000 students 
entered the 2014 NASP by 
requesting consideration in the 
competition when they took the 
2012 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test as high school juniors. Last 
fall, approximately 1,600 of 
the highest scorers were named 
semifinalists. Some 1,300 students 
advanced to the finalist level, 

and 800 were named National 
Achievement Scholarship winners.

   Samara will attend Harvard 
University in the fall. 

Memorial Junior HS an 

‘Emerging School of Character’

National Achievement 
Scholarship Winner

National Merit 
Scholarship Winner 
North High School student Ritwik Bhatia has 

been named a winner in the 2014 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. Ritwik’s National Merit 
$2,500 Scholarship award will be underwritten 
by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  

From approximately 1.5 million students 
who entered the 2014 National Merit 
Scholarship Program, only about 16,000 were 
named semifinalists. In order to advance in the 
competition, semifinalists had to become finalists 
by fulfilling several requirements, which 
included submitting a detailed scholarship 
application and presenting a record 
of strong academic performance. The 
winners of about 8,000 National 
Merit Scholarships were chosen 
from a group of approximately 
15,000 distinguished finalists. 

This designation places Ritwik 
in the top 0.5 percent of all 
students nationwide. The district 
congratulates him on this fine 
accomplishment.

 Ritwik will attend Cornell 
University this fall. 
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Dear Parents, Students, and Community 
Residents:

As we approach the conclusion of the school 
year, it has been a joy to see many of you at the 
district’s ceremonies, performances and end-of-
year concerts at our schools. 

As you will see in this issue of the Observer, 
our students have been incredibly hard at work 
and involved in their respective schools. This year 
has been marked by a number of outstanding 
achievements and local, national and state 
recognitions. We have national achievement and 
merit winners, and I would be remiss if I did 
not note that several of our teachers received 
distinguished honors as well.

 Year after year, our educational leaders 
continue to challenge and encourage our 
students. In turn, students continue to raise the 
bar and reach new levels of academic excellence, 
which is why I can say with confidence that we 
indeed have much to look forward to in the years 
to come. 

Very soon, students will be engaged in their 
Regents exams and finals. During this time, we 
ask all parents to ensure that their young adults 
remain well rested and eat healthily. For those 
students who feel they need extra help and 
preparation before exams, we ask that you please 
contact your school’s guidance department. 

Soon summer will be upon us, and our 
students, after a full year of hard work, will be 
able to relax during the summer vacation and take 
a break from their routine of school life. 

I encourage students, parents, staff and 
community residents to join the district at our 
Community Concerts listed on page 8. They offer 
a wonderful opportunity for something to do 
during the pleasant summer nights. 

I look forward to seeing you at graduation and 
during the summer break. Our summer edition of 
the Observer will be reaching homes shortly, and 
will include a number of photos from each of our 
high school graduations and a message addressing 
our recent budget vote.

Sincerely,
Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the

Students, teachers and 
administrators from all 14 
Valley Stream elementary 
and secondary schools 
participated in the Valley 
Stream Council of PTAs’ 
53rd annual Lights On For 
Education event in April 
at Memorial Junior High 
School. Memorial Junior 
High School Assistant 
Principal John Squadrito 
served as program 
coordinator.

The annual event 
features displays and 
presentations on the 
academic, performing arts, 
visual arts and physical 
education programs 
in the 14 elementary 
and secondary schools 
comprising elementary 
districts 13, 24, 30 and 
the high school district. 
Presentations rotate each 
year so that each school 
district has an opportunity 
to showcase its students’ 
achievements in each of the 
four areas. 

The Washington Post announced its ranking of the most challenging high schools 
nationwide, placing South High School No. 46, North High School No. 55 and Central 
High School No. 60 among more than 120 ranked schools in New York State.

In addition, South High School ranked No. 588, North High School ranked No. 
616 and Central High School ranked No. 680 out of more than 1,900 high schools 
nationwide.

South High School, North High School and Central High School received index scores 
of 2.831, 2.777 and 2.644, respectively. The index score represents the number of college-
level tests, including Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Advanced 
International Certification of Education, given at a school in the previous calendar year 
divided by the number of graduates for that specific year.

High Schools Ranked by 

The South High School Cultural Society performed a Chinese lion routine for attendees.

Students from the District’s cosmetology program painted the nails of guests throughout the night.

 For Education Lights On 
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Featured Teacher: 
Sharon Zovich, North High School 

A physical education teacher at North High 
School for the past 20 years, Sharon Zovich 
has always believed in the importance of 
overall health and wellness, and has remained 
dedicated to ensuring that her students remain 
active, happy and healthy in her classes.

Ms. Zovich, who was born in West Islip and 
raised in Medford, earned her bachelor’s degree 
in physical education at SUNY Cortland, and 
went on to earn her master’s degree in health 
education at the school as well. 

“I always loved sports, I loved physical 
education,” she said, noting she always wanted 
to go into teaching.  

Ms. Zovich, who teaches physical education 
classes for grades seven through 12, explained 
that students are constantly engaged in a 
variety of activities, from flag football and 
volleyball to yoga lessons. Every year, she 
explained, her goal is to incorporate fun, 
interactive events to ensure that all students 
remain active in class and learn the value of 
health and wellness in life.   

“My goal is to make it fun for those 

students who don’t love competitive sports,” 
she said, adding that physical education 
promotes teamwork and social interaction 
among students. 

Ms. Zovich is also the advisor for the school’s 
Physical Education Leadership Program, 
where older students visit elementary students 
to discuss health and wellness, and make 
presentations about the five major food groups 
and the importance of exercise and eating well. 
The program offers high school students the 
opportunity to develop their leadership skills 
and share their expertise, while helping to 
inform Valley Stream’s younger students about 
the benefits of regular fitness and eating well.

“We allow them to understand that if 
you don’t have your health, you can’t do 
anything else.”

Over the years, she said, her role as an 
educator at North High School has continued 
to be a rewarding experience, one that has 
allowed her to make a difference in the lives 
of students. 

“The students have been fantastic — and 

when I can help a student, whether with sports, 
developing a skill or a personal problem, it’s 
gratifying,” she said. “I want everyone to be 
happy. When they’re happy, I’m happy.”

Ms. Zovich resides in Merrick, and has two 
daughters.

“When I can help a 
student, whether with 

sports, developing 
a skill ... it’s 
gratifying.”

North High School 
science teacher Kim 
Libertini is one of 42 
Long Island teachers 
recently named a New 
York State Master 
Teacher in April, 
making her one of the 
first educators on Long 
Island to receive the 
recognition.

The New York State 
Master Teacher program encourages educators to mentor 
their peers and deepen their own scholastic and professional 
development. To be considered for the honor, Ms. Libertini 
went through a lengthy, rigorous application and interview 
process. In accepting the honor, she is making a significant 
commitment to mentor other teachers and to participate 
in Master Teacher-sponsored programs each school year, in 
addition to other professional development responsibilities.   

Ms. Libertini has served as a science teacher at North 
High School for 12 years. She described her experience as an 
educator as deeply rewarding, and said being named a Master 
Teacher is a fine honor.

The Harvard Club of Long Island recently recognized Central High School teachers Mario 
Bakalov, Robert De La Cruz and Tara Zamorano in its “Distinguished Teacher 2014” category. 

The Harvard Club of Long Island recognizes outstanding seventh- through 12th-grade 
Long Island teachers who have made a difference in the lives of students. 

Mr. Bakalov, an art teacher, Mr. De La Cruz, a physics and astronomy teacher, and Ms. 
Zamorano, an orchestra and Advanced Placement music theory teacher, were nominated 
by recent Central High School graduates and current Harvard University students for the 
Distinguished Teacher honor.   

“This is a prestigious honor that highlights the dedication and passion these teachers have 
in providing students with a quality education,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich. “I congratulate them on this noteworthy, well-deserved achievement.”

North HS 
Master Teacher 

Central HS Teachers Honored
(From left) Pictured are Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich, Central High School teachers Mario Bakalov, Tara 
Zamorano and Robert De La Cruz, and Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio. 
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Central High School 
students in the district’s 
Performing Arts Program 
Acting Concentration 
participated in the 65th 
annual Shakespeare 
Festival and Scene 
Competition at Hofstra 
University.

Under the direction of 
Elizabeth Kott, Central 
High School students 
competed against several local high schools and won the Best Ensemble award for their 
presentation of Act 4, Scene 1 of “Much Ado About Nothing.” 

In addition, students participated in a variety of workshops led by Hofstra 
University faculty, such as “Voice and Diction” and “Improv and Stage Combat.” 
Students also viewed a performance of “Something Wicked This Way Comes,” the 
theater department’s adaptation of “Macbeth.”

Members of Central High 
School’s chapter of the Future 
Business Leaders of America recently 
participated in the New York State 
FBLA State Leadership Conference 
in Rochester. 

Students displayed great 
confidence, poise and maturity as 
they competed against students from 
across the state. Congratulations to 
the following winners: 

North High School students participated in the 
Charles Duggan Long Island Science and Engineering 
Fair (LISEF), a competition that provides participants 
with the opportunity to present high school projects 
to professionals in their subject areas. 

North High School student Samara Ford captured 
third place for her project in medicine and health 
sciences, and Timothy Sarro and Isaiah Paige received 
an honorable mention for their project on behavior 
and social sciences. 

The district congratulates these students on 
representing North High School in this prestigious 
science competition.

Hofstra Shakespeare 
Competition Award

Central FBLA Place 
in State Competition 

Honors in 

First Place: Public Speaking 1 
 Ryan Andres

First Place: Digital Design and 
Promotion – Madeline Grunin 

First Place: PSA – Peter Marin

First Place: Basic Decision Making  
Jason Paz

First Place: Job Interview  
Randi Ruderman

First Place: Business Presentation  
Jeffrey Chance and Ronald Pritipaul 

First Place: Business Plan  
Ramya Gopalakrishnan and  

Monik Walters

Second Place: Client Service  
Nina Nwade

The team is preparing for the National FBLA competition in Nashville, Tennessee, 
this summer.
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The South High 
School boys varsity 
basketball team won 
its first-ever county 
championship with a 
66-56 victory against 
Hewlett in the Nassau 
Class A final at Adelphi 
University in March.

 South High School 
head coach Matt 
Johnsen described the 
event as an outstanding 
achievement that 

unfolded because of contributions from all team members. 
“This was a complete team effort,” Johnsen said. “They’ve worked really hard and 

play great together. We really have achieved a good balance.”
Congratulations to the team on their historic season!

Students, faculty 
and community 
residents were 
in bright, lively 
spirits when 
they participated 
in South High 
School’s first 
Falcon 5K Run. 

A total of 115 
participants crossed the finish line in the race. A Fun Run was also held 
for children ages 10 and younger. Approximately $800 was raised for 
the Chris Schroeder Scholarship fund.

The top three overall male and female finishers were awarded 
trophies and the top three individuals in each male and female category 
received medals. 

South HS Makes History South HS Hosts 
First 5K Run 

At the April Board of Education meeting, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich and school officials recognized the outstanding performances 
of student-athletes, coaches and teams during the winter sports season. Those being acknowledged were bestowed with certificates of recognition for their 
achievements.

“This was a very exciting winter sports season in our schools,” said Dr. Heidenreich. “We had a number of successful students, teams and coaches.”
The district congratulated the following winter season athletes, coaches and teams:

Nassau County Conference A-3 Coach of the Year: 
Matthew Johnsen, South High School

All-State Athletes:
1500-meter racewalk:  
Allison McConville, North High School
Long Jump: Anointing Onuoha, North High School 

All-Long Island Athlete:
Fencing (Foil): Sabrina Decopain, South High School

Nassau County Class “A” Champions:
Boys Winter Track Team, North High School 
Girls Winter Track Team, North High School 
Boys Varsity Basketball, South High School 

Nassau County Coaches Association — All-County 
Awards:
55-meter Hurdles: Isaiah Paige (County Champion), 
North High School

600-meter: Brandon Green, South High School; 
Thomas Magno, North High School

4x800-meter Relay: Jake Catalano, Matthew 
Cinnamo, Peter Wilk (County Champions), North 
High School; Yohance Basdeo, Michael Gordon, 
Brandon Green, Joseph McCarty, South High School

1500-meter Racewalk: Yasmin Dubissette, Allison 
McConville (County Champion), North High 
School

1600-meter: Peter Wilk, North High School

Air Rifle:
Jurell Wilson, Central High School; Kristen Mantel 
(County Champion), North High School

Boys Basketball:
Winston Jones, Eriq Williams, Central High School; 
Dana King (Nassau County Conference A-3 Player 
of the Year), William Knight, South High School

Fencing:
Jeryvelle Andres, Samantha Lohier, Central High 
School; Sabrina Decopain (County Champion, first 
team All-County), Chantelle Duncan, South High 
School

Girls Basketball:
Naomi Bolasingh, Brianna Hendrick, Central High 
School

High Jump:
Angeli Andre, Elaina Hobbs (County Champion), 
Zavier Jean-Charles, North High School

Long Jump:
Elaina Hobbs, Anointing Onuoha (County 
Champion), North High School

Triple Jump:
Elaina Hobbs, Stephan Jean-Charles, Anointing 
Onuoha (County Champion, Nassau County Field 
MVP), North High School

Winter Sports Athletes Recognized 

Pictured are Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich; 
North High School All-State athlete (1500-meter racewalk) Allison 
McConville; Scott Stueber, District Coordinator of Physical Education 
and Athletics; and Board of Education President Elise Antonelli. 

Scott Stueber, District Coordinator of Physical Education and 
Athletics, is pictured with Central High School All-County air rifle 
student-athlete Jurell Wilson, Board of Education President Elise 
Antonelli and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich.

Pictured from left are South High School boys varsity basketball players 
Hall Elisias, William Knight, Dana King, Andrew Labeck, Dimitri 
Badette and head coach Matt Johnsen. 
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North High School student Jeanette Freeman, South High School student 
Lillian Smith and Central High School student Ryan Milano were honored as 
this year’s recipients of the district’s annual music scholarships. 

The students received their awards at the 57th annual District Music Festival 
held at Central High School’s Keller auditorium in March. Proceeds from ticket 
sales for the annual concert, which is sponsored by the Valley Stream PTA and 
PTSA Council in conjunction with the district’s music department, are used to 
fund the scholarships. The scholarships recognize students who have excelled 
throughout their music careers in the district. 

The festival consisted of remarkable performances by the district festival 
symphonic orchestra, led by conductor Victoria Alaimo; district festival mixed 
chorus, led by conductor Kyle Hayden; and district festival concert band, led 
by conductor Michael Morris.

The event made for an outstanding evening of music that was well-received 
by friends, family, school officials and the community.

The Valley Stream Council of PTAs held its 18th annual Legislative Breakfast 
in March in the Memorial Junior High School cafeteria. A number of notable 
dignitaries were on hand for the event.

The breakfast, a community-based outreach meeting that brings together 
elected officials and the residents they represent, was attended by Valley Stream 
Mayor Edwin Fare, Town of Hempstead Councilman James Darcy, Nassau 
County Legislator Carrie Solages, New York Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages, 
New York Assemblyman Brian Curran, and Tom Locascio, district chief of staff for 
New York State Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, along with school officials 
from each Valley Stream district.

The Valley Stream community has long enjoyed a special rapport with state 
legislators, and the hope is for the good relations to continue well into the future. 
The gathering of community members, state legislators and school officials at the 
breakfast stands as a true testament to the continued priority that residents and 
their representatives have placed on educating the community’s most precious 
asset – its children. The event gave legislators the opportunity to listen and 
respond to concerns and suggestions from Valley Stream residents.

“Valley Stream is a place where every child is worthy of respect, a place where 
great teaching matters, a place where true appreciation of difference is essential for 
a quality education, and a place where we are all learners,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich. “The members of the Valley Stream Boards 
of Education are universally committed to identifying actionable solutions to 
improve education in order to better meet the needs of our students while also 
respecting our taxpayers.”

a Night of Music
Celebrating 

 18th Annual Legislative Breakfast
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As part of South High School’s foreign language week celebration in 
March, the school hosted a visit from the Phyllis Rose Dance Company. 

The company provides arts-in-education experiences in the areas of 
dance, music and folklore to young audiences through performances and 
workshops.

More than 300 students in foreign language classes, grades seven 
through 12, enjoyed a celebration of those areas of interest from Spain 
and Latin America, and embraced interactive dance lessons with 
instructors. 

Juniors from North High School visited each of the four elementary 
schools in Valley Stream Union Free School District 13 to provide a lesson 
on healthy living and wellness.

The 11th-graders, who volunteered their time as part of North High 
School’s Physical Education Leadership Program, taught District 13’s 
second-graders about wellness and health. A presentation was made about 
the five major food groups and the importance of exercise and eating well. 
In addition, there were several interactive stations for student learning, 
including a dance station where students exercised and a station where 
younger students observed the amount of sugar commonly found in soda.

The program offers high school students the opportunity to develop 
their leadership skills and share their expertise, while helping to inform 
Valley Stream’s younger students about the positives of regular fitness and 
eating well.

As part of Memorial Junior High School’s CARE (Caring, Acceptance, 
Respect and Empathy) Week, 92.3 NOW radio personality Zann visited 
the school to host an assembly for her Love Yourself NOW campaign. The 
initiative is geared toward helping young adults love themselves for who 
they are.

During the assembly, Zann spoke with eighth-grade students about the 
importance of confidence and how to address issues with body image, self-
esteem and bullying. Memorial Junior High School is the first school Zann 
has visited on Long Island for her campaign.  

Central High School hosted its first-ever Wayne’s Walk in March. 
The event was held in an effort to raise community awareness about the 
dangers of prescription drugs. 

The event was coordinated by social studies teacher Mary Parisi and 
several senior students, including Nicole Borman, Lucia Cicchetti, Jessica 
D’Elia, Ashley Muscatelli, Allison O’Brien and Brianna Ricotta.  

Representatives from a number of agencies, including the Long 
Island Crisis Center, Long Island Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependence, Oceanside Counseling Center, Peninsula Counseling 
Center and Southeast Nassau Guidance Center, were on hand to 
speak with students and faculty members about the dangers of abusing 
prescription drugs. 

Approximately 125 people participated in the walk, which worked its 
way from Central’s gymnasium around Hendrickson Park. Afterward, 
participants signed the Wayne’s Walk banner, pledging their support for 
the cause, and wrote “letters of hope” to themselves or someone in need.

The school’s student council promoted the event by selling Wayne’s 
Walk bracelets and hosting a bake sale. The school raised more than 
$1,700, which was donated to the agencies that participated in the event. 

Celebrating Culture 

Health and Wellness

Radio Personality Visits MJHS

Central HS Wayne’s Walk



Dates to Remember
Tuesday, June 10: 

Board of Education Business  
Meeting 8 p.m.  

CHS Senior Department Awards  
8 a.m. @ Library

Wednesday, June 11: 
CHS Spring Concert 7 p.m. @ Auditorium 

Thursday, June 12: 
CHS Sports Ceremony 6 p.m.  

@ Auditorium SHS Alumni Meeting 7 p.m.

Tuesday, June 17: 
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 24 
SHS Prom 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 25: 
NHS Senior Prom 7:30 p.m.

CHS Graduation 3 p.m. C.W. Post

Thursday, June 26: 
NHS/SHS Graduation 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 1: 
Summer School Registration (Tentative) 

Community Band Concert @ Village Band 
Shell – Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and Band 

8 p.m.

Monday, July 7: 
Summer School Begins (Tentative)

Tuesday, July 8: 
BOE Reorganization Meeting  

8 p.m. @ MJHS 

Community Band Concert  
@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  

7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 10: 
Community Orchestra Concert @ Village 
Band Shell – Organ Music 7:30 p.m. and 

Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 15: 
Community Band Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 17: 
Community Orchestra Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 22: 
Community Band Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 24: 
Community Orchestra Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, July 29: 
Community Band Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 31: 
Community Orchestra Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Orchestra 8 p.m.

Tuesday, August 5: 
Community Band Concert  

@ Village Band Shell – Organ Music  
7:30 p.m. and Band 8 p.m.

Friday, August 15: 
Summer School Graduation 5 p.m.  

@ Keller Auditorium (Tentative)

Tuesday, August 26: 
CHS 10th Grade Parent’s Orientation  

@ Keller Auditorium 

Wednesday, August 27: 
CHS Incoming 10th Grade Orientation  
NHS Incoming 7th Grade Orientation 
SHS Incoming 7th Grade Orientation

Thursday, August 28: 
MJHS Incoming 7th Grade Orientation  

9 a.m.
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Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio

Hon. Carolyn Torres
Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs

Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. Donna LaRocco
Hon. Lawrence Trogel

Hon. Elise Antonelli, President Hon. Frank Chiachiere, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Mary Colgan at colganm@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Memorial Junior High School united for its “Day of Sunshine” event this 
winter. The annual event, coordinated by the Believe in the Rights and Values 
of Everyone (BRAVE) Committee, is held to brighten the spirits of students, 
faculty and staff during the dreary, frigid winter season. 

Students and faculty wore Hawaiian and brightly-colored shirts, while 
cafeteria tables were decorated with fun-colored tablecloths and summer music 
played during lunch periods. Hawaiian leis were available for $1. All funds 
raised went toward assisting typhoon victims in the Philippines.

A Day of Sunshine 


