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Central High School senior Katie 

Mazalkova has been named a regional 

finalist in the highly prestigious 2014 

Siemens Competition in Math, Science 

and Technology. 

Mazalkova and her research partner, 

Jericho High School student William 

Crugnola, submitted their research 

project, “Aortic derived mesenchymal 

stem cells: A novel treatment for 

atherosclerosis cessation.” At Molloy 

College laboratories, Mazalkova 

studied the immune response of 

macrophage cells that causes plaque 

buildup and can ultimately contribute 

to the development of heart disease. 

Understanding the interaction between 

this response and a specific line of 

stem cells found in the heart can be 

used to discover new ways to treat and 

cure atherosclerosis. 

Mazalkova, an aspiring cardiologist, 

described the recognition as a 

tremendous honor. She will now have 

the opportunity to present her research 

to leading scientists at Carnegie Mellon 

University on Nov. 21-22. Regional 

winners will be invited to compete 

in the national competition at The 

George Washington University in 

Washington, D.C. in December. 

The Siemens Competition is a highly 

competitive national contest that 

recognizes remarkable talent early in 

students’ scientific careers, fostering 

individual growth for high school 

students who are willing to challenge 

themselves through science research. 

“This is an outstanding recognition 

– Central’s administration, faculty and 

students are extremely proud of Katie,” 

said Central High School Principal 

Dr. Joseph Pompilio. “As someone 

who is active and very engaged in 

the Central community, and equally 

remains steadfast and industrious 

in her academic endeavors, Katie is 

a superstar at Central. Her research 

project is quite a commendable 

undertaking, and we wish her 

continued success as she continues on 

in this prestigious competition.”

Central HS Senior Named 
Siemens Regional Finalist

“...Her research 
project is quite a 
commendable 
undertaking, 
and we wish her 
continued success 
as she continues 
on in this prestigious 
competition.”

continued on page 2

In continuing its educational 
mission to provide a challenging, 
rigorous curriculum for all students 
to prepare them for college, the 
district has implemented Advanced 
Placement Human Geography in all 
four of its schools. 

This new course focuses on 
the human impact on Earth, and 
introduces students to the study 
of patterns and processes that have 
shaped human understanding, 
use and alteration of the earth’s 
surface and atmosphere. Through 
the course, students develop a 
geographic understanding of 
historical and current events while 
learning about and employing 
methods used by geographers, 
including observation, data 
gathering and reporting, technical 
writing, mapmaking and more.  

The course, which provides 
students with the opportunity 
to earn college credit, advanced 
placement or both, is available to 
students in grades nine through 12 
and explores a number of issues, 
including natural resource depletion, 
sustainability and alternative fuel 
technology, among others. 

 “This is a unique course of study 
in that it will provide our students, 
especially our ninth-graders, 
with an opportunity to challenge 
themselves with rigorous college-
level coursework,”said Dr. Thomas 
Troisi, assistant superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Bill Heidenreich echoed those 
sentiments, noting that the course 
enables students to refine their 
analytical and problem-solving 

skills by engaging 
in coursework that 
calls for creative and 
critical thinking. 
The implementation 
of the course, he 
explained, comes 
as more students 

District Introduces 
AP Human Geography 

“We are pleased that more students 
continue to embrace the college-level 

courses available to them.”
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Dear Parents, Students and Community Members: 

The 2014-2015 school year is off to a strong and 
exciting start. Our students, with support from our 
faculty and staff, have quickly settled into routines 
and are hard at work in what we anticipate will be 
another successful year in Valley Stream.  

In continuing our primary mission of quality 
instruction and educational initiatives for our 
students, I’m pleased to note that this year, the 
district has a number of new instructional initiatives 
that are both research-based and engaging for our 
students. In a year that includes many firsts, our 
district is offering Advanced Placement Human 
Geography, a unique, college-level course of study 
that can be defined as a sociological study of the 
human environment. The district has also fostered a 
science research partnership with Hofstra University, 
where freshmen enrolled in the Introduction to 
Science Research elective have traveled to Hofstra 
and worked under the guidance of the school’s 
students and faculty for the course. 

With the Common Core Learning Standards in 
full implementation, our teachers can now utilize 
resources to establish a learning environment 
that allows our students to flourish in math and 
English language arts. We remain confident in our 
comprehensive academic program that supports 
individual students and assists them in reaching their 
full potential.

We have also had much success in terms of our 
capital projects and technological infrastructure. 
Many of our capital projects, including the 
renovation of Memorial Junior High School’s parking 
lot and the resurfacing of the running track at South 
High School, have been completed. We have also 
upgraded classroom workstations and have outfitted 
several rooms with Smart Boards or Promethean 
Boards, and our classrooms have ceiling-mounted 
projectors that are capable of displaying a 72-inch 
image on our front boards or screens.

We remain committed to our mission to provide 
educational opportunities for our students while 
focusing on their social-emotional development. This 
continues to result in positive strides: our schools 
continue to be recognized as among the best high 
schools in the nation, and our students continue 
to be accepted to top Ivy League colleges across the 
country. A record 290 students earned AP Scholar 
Awards for their achievement on AP exams. 

We have much to look forward to this school year, 
and on behalf of the Board of Education, I thank you 
for your continued support.

Sincerely, 
Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 

A Message
Superintendent

from the

continue to embrace AP courses. 
 “I commend Dr. Troisi and our teachers and social studies chairs for their commitment in 

bringing this course to our classrooms,” said Dr. Heidenreich. “We are pleased that more students 
continue to embrace the college-level courses available to them, and remain confident that this new 
course will be well-received throughout the district.”

As the district’s new director of guidance and chief information officer, Tara Richards brings 
a wealth of educational and counseling experience to the district. 

Richards previously served as the district’s director of guidance as well as a high school 
counselor at the Mount Vernon City School District. She earned her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology with a minor in black studies at SUNY New Paltz, and her master’s degree in 
education, guidance and counseling at Hunter College. She earned another master’s in 
educational leadership at the College of New Rochelle. 

“Everyone has been very welcoming, very friendly,” she said. “For me, it’s about making 
a difference in students’ lives and connecting students to the resources they have in school so 

they achieve.”  

Nakeshia Smith Farnum, previously a math teacher at Central High School for 10 years, 
was recently named mathematics chairperson at Memorial Junior High School.

Smith Farnum, who began her new position in September, earned both her bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics and her master’s in math education at Lehman College. 

One of her main goals for this year, she said, is to ensure that teachers continue to build 
strong bonds with students so that, with help from teachers as well as parents, students can 

make successful academic strides.

Taylor Connolly has been appointed new English department chairperson of both 
Central High School and Memorial Junior High School. She is also serving as an English 
teacher at Memorial. 

Connolly previously served as a literacy coach and teacher at Dr. Sun Yat Sen Middle 
School 131. She earned her bachelor’s degree in English from College of the Holy Cross 
and her master’s degree in English Education at Teachers College at Columbia University.

With 13 years of educational experience, Mary Parisi was named the new social studies 
department chairperson at North High School. She previously served as a social studies 
teacher and department head at Central High School. She has a bachelor’s degree in social 
studies from Molloy College and a master’s degree in American history and literature from 
Queens College.

New Faces
Around VSCHSD

continued from page 1

District Introduces 
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Schools throughout the district recently 
garnered various recognitions, speaking to 
the high level of a Valley Stream education 
and further establishing the district’s ongoing 
tradition of excellence and achievement.

Considered an exceptional recognition by the 
district, The Daily Beast has ranked Central High 
School No. 436 in the nation on its list of Top 
High Schools for 2014. 

More than 700 high schools throughout 
the nation were selected based on six different 
indicators from surveys submitted to the 
publication, with a specific focus on graduation 
and college acceptance rates. According to The 
Daily Beast, Central High School is listed as 
having a graduation rate of 94 percent and a 
college-bound rate of 95 percent.

In past years, The Daily Beast has teamed up with 
Newsweek to compile the national rankings; however, 
this is the first year that The Daily Beast has provided 
its own list. 

In what made for another outstanding recognition 
for the district, the New York State Education 
Department named South High School one of 
only 354 New York State Reward Schools for high 
performance. 

Reward Schools are those schools that have made 
the most progress or have the highest performance 
in the state with no significant gaps in student 
achievement. 

The district congratulates Central and South high 
schools’ administrations, faculties and staff on these 
accomplishments. 

Central High School students Charles Luca and Ronald Pritipaul, and North High School students 
Michelle Dziedzic and Elizabeth Mashkow, have been named National Merit Scholarship Commended 
Students.

About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation have been recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise demonstrated by their outstanding performance on the qualifying test used for 
program entry. 

Although they will not continue in the 2015 competition for National Merit Scholarship awards, 
these students placed among the top 5 percent of more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2015 
competition by taking the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Central High School students Kayla Diedrick 
and Charles Luca have been named semifinalists 
in the 2015 National Achievement Scholarship 
Program. 

The NASP began in 1964 to recognize 
academically promising black American students 
throughout the nation. Nearly 1,600 outstanding 
black American high school seniors earn this honor 
from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
each year. Diedrick and Luca now have the 
opportunity to compete for approximately 800 
National Achievement Scholarship awards, to be 
offered in the spring. 

To become finalists and be considered for 
a National Achievement Scholarship, they 
must fulfill a series of requirements, including 

maintaining a consistent record of high academic 
performance. Both students must also receive 
letters of recommendation and achieve SAT scores 
commensurate with their PSAT performance. 

In addition, North High School student 
Osariemen Ogbemudia and Central High 
School student Monik Walters have been named 
Outstanding Participants in the NASP. 

Both students are among the top 3 percent 
of approximately 160,000 black Americans who 
entered the scholarship program when they 
took the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

A roster of the selected 3,100 Outstanding 
Participants was referred to approximately 1,500 
colleges and universities throughout the nation. 

Students Earn
National Recognition

National 
Achievement  Honors 

Schools Earn State, National Accolades 
The rankings break down their 
numbers on the strength of six 
criteria: 

•  Graduation rate
•  �College acceptance rate
•  �AP/IB/AICE tests taken per 

student
•  �Average SAT/ACT test scores
•  �Average AP/IB/AICE test scores
•  �Percentage of students enrolled in 

at least one AP/IB/AICE course

Pictured are Ronald Pritipaul, Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio 
and Charles Luca. 

Michelle Dziedzic and Elizabeth Mashkow are congratulated 
by Principal Cliff Odell.

Top Row (From left): Monik Walters, Osariemen Ogbemudia
Bottom Row (From left): Kayla Diedrick, Charles Luca
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At North High School, 
homecoming kicked off with 
the annual Varsity Breakfast, 
sponsored by the North Spartan 
Club. Following the event was 
the school’s annual homecoming 
parade, where students 
marched to the music of the 
North High School marching 
band. Students also proudly 
displayed their banners, which 
were aligned with this year’s 
theme, “Carnival.” In addition, 
the North Spartan Club hosted 
a special recognition ceremony 
on John Miele Memorial Field 
for the school’s fall season senior athletes, where honorees walked between the 
goalposts with their families to celebrate their athletic achievements. 

North High School spectators turned out for the big game against Hewlett 
High School and welcomed this year’s homecoming king, Blake Benitez, and 
queen, Elizabeth Rossi. The halftime show included performances by the school’s 
cheerleading and kickline teams and marching band. In the end, North defeated 
Hewlett, 22-8. 

Central High School’s 
homecoming was held at 
Firemen’s Field in Valley Stream. 
The theme for this year’s 
celebration was “Game On.” 

The afternoon kicked off with 
a colorful banner parade, which 
featured banners created by 

student clubs and organizations. 
Students made their way around 

the field during the procession 
and hung the banners on the 

surrounding fences. 
At Central High School, students, 

parents and administrators gathered to show their school spirit, before Central’s 
Eagles took on East Meadow High School. 

During Central’s halftime event, homecoming king Winston Jones II and queen 
Gigi Panier were announced, and the school’s marching band and cheerleaders 
performed. Though the Eagles were defeated in the game, the celebration served 
as a day of pride for students, faculty, administrators and community residents.

North 
High School 

Homecomings Showcase
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Central High School’s 
homecoming was held at 
Firemen’s Field in Valley Stream. 
The theme for this year’s 
celebration was “Game On.” 

The afternoon kicked off with 
a colorful banner parade, which 
featured banners created by 

student clubs and organizations. 
Students made their way around 

the field during the procession 
and hung the banners on the 

surrounding fences. 
At Central High School, students, 

parents and administrators gathered to show their school spirit, before Central’s 
Eagles took on East Meadow High School. 

During Central’s halftime event, homecoming king Winston Jones II and queen 
Gigi Panier were announced, and the school’s marching band and cheerleaders 
performed. Though the Eagles were defeated in the game, the celebration served 
as a day of pride for students, faculty, administrators and community residents.

Central
High School 

South
High School 

Homecomings Showcase

South High School began its 
homecoming celebration with 
its annual indoor festival. 
Afterward, students, parents, 
staff and administrators 
gathered for the traditional 
parade, themed “Disney/
Pixar” this year, around the 
school’s track. Classes and 
clubs proudly displayed 
their banners as they 
walked the track, along 
with the marching band 
and homecoming king 

Christopher Oliveira and queen Kimberly Oliveira. 
Attendees took to the bleachers to witness the South High School Falcons 

face off against Cold Spring Harbor. They also enjoyed performances by the 
marching band, cheerleaders, and kickline and step teams during halftime. The 
homecoming celebration was one to remember, as the Falcons defeated Cold 
Spring Harbor, 38-20. 

School Spirit  
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District Commends 290 AP Scholars  
A record-high number of 290 students in the 

district have earned AP Scholar Awards for their 
outstanding achievement on Advanced Placement 
exams.	  

 Students took AP exams in May 2014 after 
completing rigorous college-level courses at their 
respective schools. The College Board recognizes 
several levels of achievement based on a student’s 
performance on AP exams.

The College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program provides willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take college-level 
courses while still in high school. Students can earn 
college credit, advanced placement or both based on 
successful performance on the AP exams. The district 
congratulates the following students:

AP Scholar (granted to students who receive scores of 3 
or higher on three or more AP exams) 

Central High School: Muqadas Ali, Adrian 
Ballesteros, Corey Bonilla, Zachary Bua, Inyaah 
Burrell, Kristal Castaneda, Andrew Chacon, Jeffrey 
Chance, Reggie Ciceron, Sanjay Depoo, Brianna Diaz, 
Sophia Diaz, Vincent Donato, Kaushik Dudakia, 
Madeline Espin, Josh Eugene, Kajae Francis, Christian 
Garcia, Jasmin Garden, Nicholas Girardi, Simone 
Glover, Wendy Gonzalez, Michaela Grillo, Caslyn 
Hope, James Hunter, David Jacob, Karl Jeanbaptiste, 
Laura Kersaint-Paultr, Hannah Kim, Alex Lamy, Edric 
Leung, Sheaadante Longford, Kiana Louis, Mason 
Lugo, Romi Lyallpuri, John Mahadeo, Krizzy Mallari, 
Peter Marin, Antoni Marroquin, Jessica Massiah, 
Robert Mckee, Ryan Milano, Ryan Mohamed, 
Daisy Najera, Chukwunonso Okoli, Alexa Ortega, 
Monisola Oyelola, Elijahblaise Panaligan, Qurratulayn 
Paracha, Jasmine Passade, Caitlin Praimnath, Jehron 
Pura-Bryant, Nigel Pura-Bryant, Joele Rivera, Randi 
Ruderman, Daniel Saint Louis, Rachelle Saint-Preux, 
Samantha Salvador, Samantha Sancho, Noelia Santana, 
Shaheer Shakil, Indeep Singh, Kristen Spencer, Faye 
Steele, Mikee Villanueva, Naya Whitehall, Jurell 
Wilson, Genesis Yates, Thomas Zedzian

North High School: Olukemi Adebanjo, Maham 
Asfand, Bensky Belizaire, Yveline Blot, Rebecca 
Brawley, Elisa Buttafuoco, Wagma Caravan, Brian 
Carroll, Tinamarie Cassiano, Casey Craig, Paige 
Denton, Melissa Dinucci, Robert Donaldson, Atim 
Ekpe, Kara Filippi, Kaysha Forbes, Juan Guerrero, 
Zijun Guo, Gabrielle Hiss, Maleeka Holdson, Natalie 
Iannone, Aaima Ikram, Zaara Irshad, Brianna James, 
Tatiana Keeby, Zeki Kural, Anthony Loffredo, 
Nadia Martinez, Deandre Meikle, Marcella Micillo, 
Corey Miles, Sarah Miller, Annie Nelson, Jonathon 
Nosowitz, Isaiah Paige, Mateusz Piekut, Mikolaj 
Piekut, Kristen Ray, Andres Salcedo, Daniel Sanky, 
Timothy Sarro, Nicole Semos, Nawal Shaikh, 
Mohammad Shigri, Victoria Valdes, Carlos Villegas, 
Peter Wilk, Ziwen Wu

South High School: Kyle Agpalo, John Agudo, 
Andrew Alegria, Joseph Andracchi, Anthony Arnone, 
Safraz Bacchus, Xavier Bohorquez, Cristina Brea, 
Jessica Brocher, Linai Dacon, Bridget Dolan, Chantelle 

Duncan, Brett Feaser, Stephen Fiore, Sara Gomez, 
Zainab Hakim, Ambreen Jamil, Ann Kim, Joseph 
Kinsella, Andrew Kratenstein, Robin Lazzara, Danielle 
Longo, Dawn Lupeke, Brian Maulick, Zeba Memon, 
Brian Morales, Soren Olson-Paul, Daniel Palacio, 
Sabrin Patankar, Jonathan Persaud, Dylan Poje, Nicole 
Quaranto, Lavannia Raguthu, Vincent Rak, Jacob 
Rizzo, Steven Soler, Lloyd Tanedo, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Crystal Udo, Hannah Wong, Katy Xu, Zachary Zemel

AP Scholar with Honor (granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more 
of these exams)

Central High School: Kristin Alli, Nicholas Bizzarro, 
Simone Boyd, Connor Brosseau, Kayla Brown, Jadxia 
Carbajal, Karey Curtin, Christopher Deguilla, 
Likowsky Desir, Jose Carlo Escober, Daniel Hickey, 
Sahar Ilyas, Samantha Lohier, Ekaterina Mazalkova, 
Jasmine Miles, Andrew Parkinson, Michelle Ruiz, 
Cristian Salas, Asim Shahid, Ronald Umatambo

North High School: Chelsea Alexander-Taylo, Koby 
Altine, Chineme Aniagba, Michael Antonucci, Jesse 
Dimeglio, Oluwafemi Fagbemi, Tara Franco, Phillip 
Inguanta, Kimberly Jelich, Adrianna Kapusta, Rayaz 
Khan, Amanda Lee, Christopher Leichtle, Thomas 
Magno, Elizabeth Mashkow, William Paraszczuk, 
Nicholas Rossetti, Elizabeth Rossi, Samantha Shaffie, 
Rajendra Singh, Stacy Stephen

South High School: Maria Fredericks, Erica 
Galluscio, Nicolas Javier, Celeste Knight, Lucas 
Kotz, Joseph McCarty, Isabella Perez Pecchio, Hamza 
Sadhra, Sushmita Sadhukha, Keenan Singh, Callestie 
Wong, Allyce Yang, Moneba Zaman

AP Scholar with Distinction (granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams)

Central High School:  Shaffan Arshad, Archer 
Casimir, Breanne Casucci, Christopher Chong, 
Mary Cruz, Jessica Delia, Kalliope Demas, Jordan 
Diaz, Kayla Diedrick, Ramya Gopalakrishnan, 
Madeline Grunin, Jonathan Harris, Chazz Inniss, 
Nikhil Iyengar, Joshua Jimenez, Amanda Johnson, 
Christopher Knightly, Charles Luca, Nina Nwade, 
Alexander Peralta, Jessica Prashad, JeffMichael Presto, 
Ronald Pritipaul, Jerry Rivera, Alexander Robateau, 
Justin Sanchez, Camile Shaw, Dimitrios Siamos, 
Derrick Soler, Jennifer Sorace, David Velandia, Tanisha 
Verneus, Monik Walters, Jeeon Zaki

North High School: Athena Amentas, Ritwik Bhatia, 
Jonnell Burke, Aaron Chiang, Rishi Dutt, Michelle 
Dziedzic, Samara Ford, Sara Foreman, Jeanette 
Freeman, Tianna Irving, Jonathan Kwan, Minhal 
Mahmood, Rubab Malik, James Mattone, Osariemen 
Ogbemudia, Krista Oleary, Anointing Onuoha, Julian 
Osorio, Faith Pappalardo, Lauren Quinn, Michael 
Sanky, Matthew Shapiro, Jacqueline Vulpis, Ariana 
Ward, Richard Zhang

South High School: Daniel Briksza, Brian Carvajal, 
Emily Chen, Matthew Daidone, Stefan Duda, Patrick 
Egbuchulam, Christian Failla, Siddhant Garg, Philip 
Guariglia, Jefferson La Poserio, Adela Li, Kevin Li, 
Demi Moore, Fatimah Mozawalla, Oscar Orozco, 
Garrett Pagonis, Vanesa Salinas, Kelvin Tsai

National AP Scholar (granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken, and 
scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams)

Central High School: Christopher Chong, Nikhil 
Iyengar, Alexander Peralta, Tanisha Verneus

North High School: Ritwik Bhatia, Samara Ford, 
Michael Sanky, Jacqueline Vulpis

South High School: Patrick Egbuchulam, Christian 
Failla, Kevin Li
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Several students have been selected as All-State musicians and will represent the district’s music 
department at this year’s New York State School Music Association Winter Conference. 

The conference, which will be held in Rochester from Dec. 4-7, will feature high school 
student-musicians from across New York State. The district congratulates the following students 
who were selected based on their remarkable performances at All-State auditions:

Central High School:
Annie Fitzgerald – Soprano II – Mixed Chorus

  
South High School:

Maria Fredericks – Flute – Symphonic Band 

North High School:
Sabrina Roy – Soprano II – Women’s Chorus 

Matthew Wang – Euphonium – Symphonic Band 

In addition, the following student was named an alternate for the conference. An “alternate” 
status puts students on a waiting list for participation in the conference. A final decision on his or 
her status is made by the organization at a later time. Congratulations to: 

South High School:
Allyce Yang – Alternate – Viola

As part of School Board Recognition Week, 

students in the district honored Board of 

Education members for their commitment and 

hard work.

During the Nov. 4 Board meeting, 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich 

commended Board members for their 

dedication and for striving to always lead the 

district in a positive direction. 

Dr. Heidenreich noted that decisions made 

by Board members ultimately lead to students 

in the district receiving quality education and 

becoming well-rounded young adults. 

Students from their respective schools 

presented Board members with tokens of 

appreciation, including student-created artwork 

and photography. 

Students Earn

Students Honor 

All-State Honors

South High School students Chris Oliveira, Gina Capone, Joelle 
Hessing and Samantha De La Cruz presented a beautiful piece 
of student artwork to Board of Education President Lawrence 
Trogel.

In recognition of School 
Board Recognition Week, 

North High School student 
Nicholas Rossetti, who is 

president of the school’s 
Senior High Student 

Council, presented a framed 
photograph of the school’s 

Leadership Academy students 
to Board of Education 

President Lawrence Trogel.

Pictured from left are Memorial Junior High School students 
Leidy Blum, Emma Buckhout, Mutahira Bhatti, Raylana 
Ciceron, Afeefah Bacchus and Lynette Soler, who presented the 
Board of Education with a shadowbox themed after the Music 
in the Parks Festival, consisting of student photos from last 
year’s event.

Central High 
School student-
artist Crisoula 
Lazaridus 
presented Board 
of Education 
President Lawrence 
Trogel with her 
sculpture of Central 
High School.

Board of Education



Dates to Remember
Monday, Dec. 1:

NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.
CHS Talent Show Auditions @ Chorus Room
VS Council of PTAs Meeting @ Buck School

Tuesday, Dec. 2:
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.

CHS Talent Show Auditions @ Chorus Room

Wednesday, Dec. 3:
NHS 11th/12th Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m. 

CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS
SEPTA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, Dec. 4:
CHS Talent Show Auditions @ Chorus Room

Saturday, Dec. 6:
SAT Exam @ Central/North 

Sunday, Dec. 7:
NHS Spartan Cheerleading Competition

Monday, Dec. 8:
SHS Junior High Concert One 7 p.m.

MJHS Toy Collection Begins

Tuesday, Dec. 9:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 10:
CHS Winter Concert 7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium

NHS 8th Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 11:
CHS Academic Honor Society Induction Ceremony 

Rehearsal 3 p.m. and Ceremony 7 p.m. 
@ Keller Auditorium 

SHS Junior High Concert Two 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 12:
MJHS Poetry Slam 3:15 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 13:
MJHS Coffee Talk 9 a.m. (Tentative)

Monday, Dec. 15:
SHS Senior High Concert 7 p.m.

MJHS Holiday Gram Sale

Tuesday, Dec. 16:
MJHS 7th Grade Concert 7:30 p.m.

NHS 7th Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 17:
MJHS 8th Grade Concert 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 18:
MJHS 9th Grade Concert 7:30 p.m.

NHS 9th and 10th Grade Winter Concert 7:30 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 22 - Sunday, Jan. 4:
Holiday Recess - Schools Closed

Monday, Jan. 5:
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 6:
MJHS Coat Drive Begins

Wednesday, Jan. 7:
SEPTA Program 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, Jan. 8:
Districtwide Senior High Financial Aid Night 7 p.m. 

@ Keller Auditorium 
SHS Parents Club Meeting 7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 9:
CHS Senior Talent Show 7 p.m. @ Keller Auditorium 

SHS Class of 2014 Alumni Luncheon Periods 4-7

Saturday, Jan. 10:
Annual Building Tour and Budget Meeting

Tuesday, Jan. 13:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 14:
SHS Senior Prom Fashion Show 7 p.m.  

SHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.
NHS Spartan Club Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 15:
MJHS 3-3 Basketball Tournament 3:15 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 17:
CHS Coffee Talk @ Library 10 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 19:
Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Schools Closed

Tuesday, Jan. 20:
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 21:
CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ CHS Library

Thursday, Jan. 22:
Districtwide 10th Grade College Information Night 

@ SHS South Hall 7 p.m.
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Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. James Lavery
Hon. William Stris

Hon. Lisa Pellicane
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio
Hon. Cristobal Stewart
Hon. Carolyn Torres

Hon. Lawrence Trogel, President Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Featured Teacher: 
Barbara Liotti, Central High School

A cosmetology teacher in the 
district for 31 years, Barbara Liotti has 
always emphasized to her students the 
importance of applying the skills they 
develop in the classroom to real-world 
settings. 

Mrs. Liotti, who was born and raised 
in Oceanside, earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education at the City College of 
New York, and later went on to earn 
her master’s degree in liberal studies at 
Stony Brook University. She also holds 
a New York State cosmetology license 
and is a member of the Long Island 
Cosmetology Teachers Guild.  

From an early age, when she would 
play with makeup and nail polish, Mrs. 
Liotti said she always had a passion for 
beautification, and she continues to 
bring that same passion to every lesson. 
The districtwide cosmetology program, 
currently held at Central High School, 

has continually seen great success over 
the years.

Students are constantly engaged in 
hands-on, interactive classes, learning 
how to perform haircuts, as well as 
different methods of hair styling, 
manicures, facials and more. On a 
weekly basis from October through 
May, seniors in the program gain 
real-world experience by completing 
different beauty techniques for actual 
clients.

“They have to learn to deal with 
clients and the work involved in a 
salon,” said Mrs. Liotti. “It’s a personal 
business. They have kits with tools and 
everything they need. You can see how 
they glow when they know their clients 
are happy – they can’t stop smiling.”

A consistent highlight in Mrs. Liotti’s 
extensive career, she said, has been 
witnessing firsthand her students achieve 

and take pride in their accomplishments. 
Many of her students have gone on to 
obtain jobs in the field while still in 
school, as well as after they’ve graduated.

And while her goal each year is to 
teach students the fundamentals of 
cosmetology and to ensure they receive 
hands-on learning experiences, an 
important factor, she explained, is to 
challenge them to be critical thinkers 
while developing a strong work ethic, 
which will serve them well after their 
years in Valley Stream. 

“This is a class that allows students 
to become self-sufficient — to rely on 
themselves and to support themselves,” 
she said. “This [program] has been 
my life, and it’s been a rewarding 
experience.” 

Mrs. Liotti resides in Oceanside 
with her husband, Jerry. She has three 
children.

“This is a class that 
allows students 
to become self-

sufficient — to rely 
on themselves and to 
support themselves.”


