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The carefully developed 2016 bond 
referendum is revealing positive results 
for members of the Valley Stream Central 
High School District. Students, staff and 
community members have begun to enjoy 
improved facilities as the first few projects 
reached or are nearing completion. The 
first items to be finished were South 
High School’s field and track, which were 
under construction during the summer 
and through the start of the school year. 
On Oct. 13, before South’s homecoming 
game, members of the Board of Education 
and administration gathered with students 
for a ribbon-cutting ceremony that formally 
unveiled the new playing grounds. 

Memorial Junior High School’s new track 
and field are expected to enter their final 

phases by the end of December, weather 
permitting, and will be shared with Central 
High School. North’s will be installed 
starting in the spring. All of the new 
multisport fields are synthetic turf, coated 
with CoolFill.

In other developments, Memorial and 
North’s roofs are nearly complete and 
bathroom renovations will commence in 
all buildings this winter as we enter the 
new year. For the next phase of the bond, 
science labs will be renovated at all four 
school buildings. The entire bond scope 
of work is anticipated to be a two-year 
process, as the majority of the classroom 
work can only be conducted during the 
summer. More updates will be shared as 
the school year continues. 

The First New Facilities Receive Special Welcome
Congratulations to 

South High School 
2018 graduate and 
salutatorian Joseph 
Campbell for being 
identified as the 
top male Advanced 
Placement scholar in 
New York State. He 
earned this title based 
on his outstanding AP 
class participation and 
test results during his 
high school years. The 
district is also proud 
to recognize North 
High School’s Amelia 
Cossentino as the only 

student to earn the 2018 National AP Scholar 
status prior to her senior year. See page 6 for 
more AP Scholar news!

Top AP ScholarsBond Projects Progress
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Dear Residents,

The 2018-19 school year had a great start! I 
was proud to witness smooth openings and 
an eagerness to learn in all of the buildings. 
A number of our staff members dedicated 
portions of their summers to professional 
development and curricular initiatives that 
support the forward movement of our 
programs. 

We are especially excited about the progress of 
our 2016 bond referendum, which has begun 
to come to fruition with some completed 
projects and others underway. South’s 
homecoming was a gratifying event in which 
the community and district came together to 
support students on their new field, and we 
are looking forward to seeing the new fields at 
Memorial and eventually North. 

Our AP Capstone initiative continues at 
Central, North and South. We look forward 
to presenting our first set of AP Capstone 
diplomas, which are highly regarded by 
colleges, starting in 2020. While on the 
topic of AP, it is with extreme pride that we 
recognize 368 AP Scholars for 2018. Every 
year, our students continue to impress us with 
their determination and success. 

Our district has celebrated a number of other 
outstanding achievements, including National 
Merit Semifinalists and Commended 
students. Accomplishments in areas beyond 
academics have been coming in consistently as 
well with All-State musicians and a Scholar-
Artist, among other prestigious recognitions. 

Thank you for your continued interest and 
support in the education of Valley Stream 
students.

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the
Memorial Junior High School is one of 

the first on Long Island to pilot the Virtual 
Enterprise Junior Ventures Career Academy, 
which serves the middle school level. Introduced 
in September, the two-year opportunity equips 
students first with skills that are needed in the 
business world, then with actual entrepreneurial 
experience. It is provided through Virtual 
Enterprise International, a nonprofit 
organization that brings the workplace into 
the classroom. Teachers were trained under 
the Career and Technical Education Technical 
Assistance Center of New York. 

In its introductory year, the program is 
building a foundation for the future. The two 
sections at Memorial, which have a collective 
enrollment of 52 students, are focusing on 
different forms of communication and key 
technology applications that are useful in the 
field as well as other areas of life. Seventh-
graders are learning Microsoft Office, Adobe 
Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator software and more, 
along with reviewing the components of various 
promotional materials. Next year, when students 
are in eighth grade, they will delve into the 
process of creating a business in which everyone 
has a specific role. 

The Virtual Enterprise classes meet every 
other day. On Oct. 24, students spent time 
discussing the difference between advertisements 
and announcements. Teacher Hudson Georges 
reviewed features of Microsoft Word, such as 
text boxes and shapes. The following week, 
students developed flyers and by the end of 

the year they will be able to design their own 
websites. 

Career-readiness among students is a major 
goal of the Virtual Enterprise program. “We 
want them to have these skills so that they are 
able to be employed,” said teacher Susan Krauss. 
“It’s all about informing students’ decisions 
about future educational and career options,” 
said CTE Technical Assistance Center associate 
and former Valley Stream educator Ellen 
Palazzo.

Juniors and seniors at North High School 
were introduced to Virtual Enterprise in 2016 
with the prospect of earning college credits. 

Virtual Business Experience
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Students from Central, North and South high schools 
have all received distinctions in the 2019 National Merit 
Scholarship Program as a result of their Preliminary 
SAT results.  Central senior Johan Mercedes is among 
approximately 16,000 National Merit Semifinalists 

nationwide, while senior Aleena Abraham was recognized as 
a National Merit Commended Student. North High School 
senior Ayesha Azeem and South High School senior Josh 
Rajan each earned this title as well, which was bestowed 
upon approximately 34,000 high scorers. 

A total of eight students in the district have received 
acceptances to the New York State School Music 
Association’s All-State ensembles. Performers will take 
the spotlight at the 2018 NYSSMA Winter Conference 
in Rochester from Nov. 29-Dec. 2. 

Central High School juniors Santina Leone and 
Emmett Conway will participate in the mixed chorus 
and wind ensemble, respectively. Arianna Picillo, also 
a junior, was selected as a mixed chorus alternate. 
From North High School, seniors Selina Barnes and 

Luiz Felipe will join the mixed chorus, senior Amelia 
Cossentino will play tuba in the wind ensemble and 
senior Kailyn Fan will participate in the string orchestra 
as a violinist. South High School senior and clarinetist 
Tessa Yan was selected for the symphonic band. 

Central High School senior Christina 
Mui achieved a Scholar-Artist Award from 
the Long Island Arts Alliance in the area of 
visual arts. Scholar-Artists were selected based 
on their exemplary talent and ability in art 
as well as academic achievements across the 
curriculum. Christina has won numerous 
awards in the past several years, including the 

Promising Young Artist Award from the Heckscher Museum’s Best Young Artists Exhibition, 
first place/best in show in the Nassau County High School Student Juried Art Competition and 
Exhibition, and first place in the Congressional Art Competition. 

North High School student Joseph Gisonda had a tremendous junior 
baseball season in 2018, during which he led North to a 15-win season, 
including playoff wins over Island Trees and Plainedge. Gisonda was 
selected as a New York All-State player and a finalist for the Diamond 
Award, which is given to the best player in Nassau County. He batted 
.457 with seven home runs, 35 runs and 19 RBIs.  

STUDENTS

National Merit 
Successes

Eight Musicians Earn All-State Honors

Christina Mui 
Named Scholar-
Artist

All-State Baseball Player



Central High School pride soared during 
the 2018 homecoming festivities on Oct. 13. 
Held at Fireman’s Field, the football game 
placed the Eagles against Elmont Memorial 
for an action-packed match. 

Celebrations began the day before, 
when a pep rally held at the high school 
generated excitement for the game. 
Community members came out and filled 
the stands with blue in support of their 

home team. As a continuation of an 
honored tradition, senior football players 
were walked out onto the field by their 
parents to the applause of teammates. 

Micheal Bennett and Lauren Jones were 
named homecoming king and queen, and 
halftime featured a banner parade. The 
band and cheerleaders kept spectators 
and athletes filled with energy and 
determination. 
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HOMECOMING 2018:

The Valley Stream North High School 
Spartans played a strong football game 
against Roosevelt High School on Sept. 29, 
when the community gathered in the sun 
for the 2018 homecoming celebrations. The 
stands radiated with support from fans and 
cheerleaders rooting for their home team. 

In keeping with North tradition, a 
Varsity Breakfast honored senior athletes. 
A parade presented banners created by and 
representative of students in grades 7-11. 
The classes displayed their well-designed, 
carefully constructed banners in a friendly 

 North Honors Homecoming Traditions

Central’s Homecoming Highlights 
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Celebrating New Beginnings 
and Shining FuturesHOMECOMING 2018:

The Valley Stream North High School 
Spartans played a strong football game 
against Roosevelt High School on Sept. 29, 
when the community gathered in the sun 
for the 2018 homecoming celebrations. The 
stands radiated with support from fans and 
cheerleaders rooting for their home team. 

In keeping with North tradition, a 
Varsity Breakfast honored senior athletes. 
A parade presented banners created by and 
representative of students in grades 7-11. 
The classes displayed their well-designed, 
carefully constructed banners in a friendly 

competition that was won by the ninth-
graders. 

The game kicked off at 2 p.m. and 
included a halftime show that featured the 
cheerleaders, kickline and marching band. 
The Spartans’ mascot also got the crowd 
excited and offered high fives. 

A pep rally was held the day before 
and included the crowning of Bernadin 
Fleurima and Nicole Hadoulis as 
homecoming king and queen. A dance 
followed later that evening. 

South High School’s annual 
homecoming festivities had an extra 
level of shine this year, as celebrations 
included the unveiling of the brand-
new synthetic turf field. On Oct. 13, 
before the senior walks and football 
game, Board of Education members, 
administrators and students gathered 
for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
commemorate the completion of the 
improved athletic playing grounds. 

The day kicked off with a parade of 
banners from student classes and clubs 
to the sound of the marching band. 
Other rousing events, including pep 
rallies, were held on Oct. 12. Seniors 
Chibugo Obichere and Michael Hicks 
were crowned 2018 homecoming 
queen and king.

The Falcons put on a strong 
demonstration of skill and 
sportsmanship as they faced off against 
Levittown’s Division Avenue High 
School. The game’s halftime show 
was a spectacular showcase of talents 
from the marching band, color guard, 
cheerleaders, kickline and step squad. 

 North Honors Homecoming Traditions

South Homecoming Unveils New Field



6
V A L L E Y  S T R E A M  C E N T R A L  H I G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Valley Stream Honors 368 AP Scholars

AP Scholar (granted to students who 
receive scores of 3 or higher on three 
or more AP exams)

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL: 
Naima Alakham, Minaal Ali Khan, 
Afeefah Bacchus, Ayan Baig, Glenn 
Deo Balanay, Ayana Bisnar, Lucas 
Camacho, Tommy Cano, Malcolm 
Carter, Cassandra Castillo, David 
Contreras, Emmett Conway, Melissa 
D’Elia, Rachel Dautruche, Brianna 
Davis, Kayla Dhanipersaud, Steven 
Dignam, Angelique Dorcely, Shruti 
Dudakia, Genesis Duran, Gissell 
Duran, Nadia Ernest, Eleazar 
Felipe-Eligio, Jonathan Ford, Will 
Germaine, Jerry Gonzaga, Paula 
Guevara, Rachel Guilbaud, Angie 
Hinestroza-Guer, Amber Hosein, 
Hajra Ilyas, Ashley Inoa, Christelle 
Jean-Baptiste, Antoine Jean-Louis, 
Lauren Jones, Joshuah Joseph, Alexia 
Kellarakos, Trinity Kellarakos, Niki 
King, Simon Kwok, Kajoldeep Lally, 
Kirandeep Lally, Narayani Leonardo, 
Jada Locke, Emily Lopez, Katelyn 
Marcia, Kaithlyn Massiah, Jerahmeel 
Mendoza, Julian Mohammed, 
William Morales, Jeannine Nwade, 
Ogechi Okafor, Christopher 
Ovalle, Andrew Peik, Jonathan 
Prashad, Charlize Quezada, Shaffan 
Rangoonwala, Arthur Registre, 
Rachell Rivera, Hannah Roldan, Joel 
Rosario, Zachari Rose, Brent Roth, 
Keely Sanchez, John Sandoval, Nazia 
Seelochan, Safiyah Seelochan, Jenna 
Shakur, Amber Shaukat, Duncan 
Sheen, Gregarios Siamos, Amanda 
Singh, Amrit Singh, Ankit Singh, 
Lynette Soler, Joshua Tanoy, Amisha 
Tewari, Kayta Thomas, Daniel Toy, 
Alexander Trajan, Matthew Tulloch, 
Lauren Ward, Halle Williams, Corey 
Windham, Lauren Wright, Eyanna 
Young-Edwards, Ayesha Zahid.  

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Daniel Acosta, Courtnae Alves, 
Ashley Augustin, Brianna Augustin, 
Bianca Bernier, Javier Blythe, Jenna 
Boccasini, Rebekah Buon, Amirah 
Campbell, Nicole Cassiano, Thomas 
Chen, Christian Cicilia, Nina 
Crawford, Daniela Crimi, Alexa 
D’Arienzo, Audrey D’Aulisa, Reian 
Daniels, Tristan Darshan, Dana 
Dipaoli, Andrew Ditusa, Rahul Dutt, 
Brianna Egan, Jessica Erlich, Michael 

Filippi, Daniel Fitzsimmons, Bernadin 
Fleurima, Jessica Fornells, Alexa 
Foster, Anthony Franco, Abdulahad 
Ghuman, Aladen Gulmohamad, 
Alice Hackman, Vladjann Jean-
Baptiste, Shane Johnson, Geralyn 
Jones, Kathleen Kearney, Colleen 
Knoblach, Nathalia Ladino, Corinne 
Lima, Maria Mahmood, Lauren 
Marturano, Matthew Mazza, Marissa 
McCaffery, Shauna Mcelroy, Brian 
Milone, Sausan Moledina, Wajeeha 
Nadeem, Isabellah Paul, Mia Peredo, 
Christina Reddy, Stephen Rettagliata, 
Sean Rogers, Victoria Rossetti, Justin 
Schoenfeld, Sameen Siddiqui, Jessica 
Sossi Romano, Francesca Strojan, 
Marisa Tartamella, Nikolas Tartamella, 
Anthony Terzulli, Benjamin Testani, 
Alicia Tsu, Allison Vasquez, Casey 
Wells, Alexander Wilenski, Jacqueline 
Winslow, Michael Winslow, Alex 
Wong, Nicole Wykes.  

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Amaan Abdullah, Tayeeba Ahmed, 
Sheza Ali, Keaira Arthur, Brook 
Assefa, Maham Ayaz, Nicole Ayora-
Gonzalez, Maria Baig, Thaismel 
Bencosme-Acosta, Yelena Bolante, Isis 
Bricker, Justin Cange, Yajvin Dabbiru, 
Allendy Decopin, Dylan Dial, 
Christian Edwards, Jonathan Eugene, 
Nicolas Farias, Janez Francis, Jack 
Franzino, Emilio Fredericks, Brian 
Garay, Isabella Grasso, Sarah Henao, 
Ashley Hernandez, Joshua Hernandez, 
Melanie Ingber, Meron Ippolito, 
Julian Jeffrey-Wilensk, Victoria Kellar, 
Autumn Knight, Filip Konieczny, 
Victoria Konieczny, Andrew Lazzara, 
Jillian Ledesma, Johanna Lee, 
Raymond Leveille, Caitlyn Lopeck, 
Seancris Luyun, Nathalie Melo, 
Zakir Memon, Brandon Menke, 
Manal Moid, Ibrahim Mozawalla, 
Lianna Moze, Chubugo Obichere, 
Nicole Pellman, Shane Pierre, 
Julian Quezada, Maximo Ramos, 
Zainab Rasheed, Sara Rehman, 
Sebastian Rios, Jason Robles, Dylan 
Roca, Denise Rubenstein, Renuka  
Sackichand, Shane Sackichand, Tazein 
Shah, Sophia Sheinin, Andrea Singh, 
Joshua Starling, Brian Sterling, Joseph 
Strangis, Lesly Tapia-Ramos, Liam 
Tormey, Jhanel Marti Venturina, 
Yasmin Voytelmgum, Natalia 
Walawender, Dahlia Woodley. 

AP Scholar with Honor (granted 
to students who receive an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on four or more of these 
exams)

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL: 
Mark Bastos, Julian Castillo, Leah 
Clegg, Christine Contreras, Jenelle 
Crawford, Haire Delarosa, Adrianna 
Diaz, Alesha Gutierrez, Patricia 
Joseph, Mark Justice, Amanda 
Mirville, Christopher Mitto, Kevin 
Mohamed, Neil Ramasray, Vanessa 
Reyes, Ronie Rocca, Megan Sharma, 
Alisha Victor, Cassidy Williams,  
Khadija Zahid. 

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Adam Amin, Ryan Badello, Kayla 
Brown, Shanell Burke, Kaitlin 
Garofalo, Pablo Hernandez, Hannah 
Indiviglio, Arshia Iqbal, Yousef 
Khan, Nabeel Khimji, Luiz Felipe 
Lemos, Joseph Munson, Michael Ott, 
Christian Pareja, Angelina Perrone,  
Christopher Schwabe, Lilianna 
Tasovac. 

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Zane Amray, Brandon Catanzaro, 
Jonathan Cruz, Robert Espinal, 
Caitlin Gilroy, David Huang, Paige 
Manini, Evan Miller, Osama Oza. 

AP Scholar with Distinction 
(granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.5 on 
all AP exams taken, and scores of 
3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams) 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL: 
Aleena Abraham, Nader Ahmed, 
Briana Ali, Bianca Balkaran, Micheal 
Bennett, Mutahira Bhatti, Adam 
Birch, Rahmir Burrell, Ogochukwu 
Chukwuma, Raylana Ciceron, 
Rebecca Colgan, Anthony Cruz, 
Lena Demas, Victoria Dunn, Omar 
Elhoriny, Adrian Erazo, Miguel Giral, 
Deanna Hammond-Young, Melanie 
Heeralal, Tyler Hwang, Syaad Khan, 
Nyah Laurent, Robby Lyallpuri, 
Johan Mercedes, Asadullah Mian, 
Christina Mui, Chinonyelum Okoli, 
Tasnova Osmani, Gwyneth Pascual, 
Jessica Paul, Aaron Presto, Suleman 
Shahid, Bryan Shivram, Sophia Steele, 
Feyza Urer, Aianne Urgel, Aina Urgel, 
Jonathan Val. 

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Ayesha Azeem, Angelena Barone, 
Christopher Basile, John Biegler, 
Jacqueline Blain, Angelica Celis, 
Christian Chalmers, Christina 
Chalmers, Karen Chan, Sabrina 
Connolly, Amelia Cossentino, Chloe 
Cossentino, Kailyn Fan, Christopher 
Ferro, Abigail Fitzsimmons, Gabriella 
Grand-Pierre, Sabreena Jacob, 
Valeria Ladino, Annaelle Lafontant, 
Lajae Langford, Sameen Latif, Clara 
Leyendecker, Mohammad Qadri, 
Hassan Raja, Michael Russo, Steven 
Santiago, Cassie Saracino, Nithin 
Seelan, Jared Shapiro, Courtney 
Taylor, Sophia Thomson, Anna 
Westfall, Justine Woracek. 

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Nathan Agpalo, Matthew Almonte, 
Omer Amray, Nicolette Auld-
Griffith, Ann Denise Ballesteros, 
William Bertiz, Christopher Blake, 
Joseph Campbell, Nicholas Chen, 
Wayne Chen, Jacob Ebert, Adejuwon 
Fasanya, Jessica Femenias, Richard 
Gonzalez, Ryan Harnanan, Anne 
Hwang, Erin Laxton, David Manikas, 
Jonathan Martin, Joshua Paley, 
Christopher Possidel, Ryan Prashad, 
Joshua Rajan, Aaliyah Schultz, Imman 
Shah.  

National AP Scholar (granted to 
students who receive an average 
score of at least 4 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 4 or higher on 
eight or more of these exams)

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL: 
Ogochukwu Chukwuma, Tasnova 
Osmani.  

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL:
Amelia Cossentino, Abigail 
Fitzsimmons, Jared Shapiro.  

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL: 
Joseph Campbell, Nicholas Chen, 
Adejuwon Fasanya, David Manikas.

AP International Diploma (granted 
to students who receive scores of 3 or 
higher on five or more AP Exams in 
three or more subject areas)

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL: 
Victoria Dunn

The Valley Stream Central High School District is proud to congratulate 368 Advanced Placement Scholar Award recipients. 
These recognitions are presented by the College Board based on students’ Advanced Placement examination performances. 
While many of the district’s AP achievers graduated this past June, a number of them are current juniors and seniors who were 
honored at the Oct. 9 Board of Education Meeting. Congratulations to the following AP Scholar Award recipients:  
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With college-preparedness among 

its top priorities, the Valley Stream 

Central High School District presents a 

variety of opportunities and programs to 

support students through the exploration, 

application and decision processes. In 

addition to cultivating study habits and 

skillsets that are useful beyond high 

school, the schools provide students with 

early exposure to college options and 

requirements and navigate them through 

each step of the complex, exciting and 

sometimes daunting procedures. 

The annual districtwide College 

Fair was held on Nov. 1 in Central High 

School’s gymnasiums and was open to 

students of all grade levels from Central, 

Memorial, North and South. 

“The sooner they begin thinking about 

college, the better,” said Central Guidance 

Counselor Ronald Rini, who organized the 

event. 

More than 110 colleges and 

universities were represented, ranging 

from Ivy Leagues to community schools. 

Students and parents toured an expo of 

booths, spoke to the presenters about their 

respective colleges and took home various 

informational publications. 

The schools introduce students and 

parents to the college application and 

search processes with annual College Day 

and College Night events, and guidance 

counselors visit senior classes at the start 

of each school year to present an overview 

of the college process. They help students 

set up their Common Applications and 

Naviance accounts so that they can use 

the many online features available for 

exploring schools, organizing letters of 

recommendation, creating a common 

application and more. Freshmen in the 

district receive advice and inspiration from 

the seniors, who visit ninth-grade classes at 

points throughout the school year to share 

their perspectives on the experience. 

Central successfully continues a college 

clinic program that it piloted several years 

ago to provide further assistance from the 

counseling department in a nurturing 

environment. Counselors Amy La 

Personerie and Kathryn Sciocchetti provide 

support with the different applications, 

essay writing, scholarships and everything 

else from start to finish.

 This past summer, the district 

launched a new College Writing seminar 

open to all senior high school students set 

to graduate in 2019. Based on Central’s 

clinic, the three-week long initiative 

concentrated on the college essay and also 

touched on résumé-building and aspects of 

the common application.

The district has also developed a guide 

to the college admission process, which is 

available under the Guidance tab on the 

website, www.vschsd.org. This publication 

breaks down all aspects of college 

preparation and helps students identify and 

narrow down their interests and options. 

It provides information on financial aid, 

diploma types, graduation requirements 

and more; organizational tools such as 

application checklists, planning calendars, 

comparison charts and résumé worksheets; 

and helpful resources such as email 

etiquette, questions to ask and packing 

suggestions. 

Setting the Stage 
for College



North High School’s featured 
teacher Joseph Moniaci, now in 
his 21st year in the district, teaches 
students in the same classroom that he 
used to present his first demo lesson in 
the late ’90s. A social studies educator, 
he has taught Advanced Placement 

United States History and United 
States History and Government, as 
well as several electives. These include 
Psychology, which he originally taught 
as an AP course, 1945 to Present, 
Current National Issues and a new 
African-American Studies offering 
that will launch this coming spring. 

Mr. Moniaci was pegged as a high 
school history teacher early on by one 
of his own teachers, who recognized 
his talent and interest in the subject. 
He went on to study history at 
Binghamton University, where he 
obtained his bachelor’s degree, 
then pursued his master’s degree at 
Columbia University. 

“You get kids interested in 
learning history and the study of 
history, and also get them interested 
in becoming civically engaged so 
that they think about the world they 
live in and the positive impact they 
can make,” Mr. Moniaci said of his 

profession. “That’s probably the most 
gratifying part about teaching.” 

He has also found reward in 
feedback from graduates regarding the 
useful study skills that they developed 
while in his classes. Quite a few of his 
former students are now colleagues in 
the district – one was even his student 
teacher. Another, Sam Catalano, 
opened up the unique opportunity for 
Mr. Moniaci to host a television show. 

The program, “What History 
Forgot,” aired in 2015 and 2016 on a 
national cable channel and ran for two 
seasons. While interning at a media 
company, Sam pitched the show with 
a focus on different topics in history 
and lesser-known facts. He asked 
Mr. Moniaci to serve as the host, and 
the idea was accepted and became a 
success. Mr. Moniaci met historians, 
traveled around the country and 
spoke to people involved in historical 
events. He has been able to share these 

experiences in the classroom to help 
bring history to life for his students. 
He also utilizes many technological 
resources, such as EdPuzzle, MyTeams 
and Nearpod, to engage students and 
make lessons interactive. 

“My goal is not to make every 
student become a historian, but to help 
them see that if there is a subject area 
or interest that they are passionate 
about, that is worth pursuing,” he said.  

In addition to teaching, Mr. 
Moniaci has served as Drama Club 
adviser since 1999 and has overseen 
scores of productions. The group 
presents two shows each year, a 
musical and either a drama or comedy. 
This year, North will bring “Anne of 
Green Gables, The Musical” to the 
stage.

A self-proclaimed foodie, 
Mr. Moniaci enjoys cooking and 
restaurants. He resides in Brooklyn 
with his wife and two daughters. 
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Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. Sean Douglas, Ph.D.

Hon. Lisa Pellicane
Hon. Armando Hernandez 

Hon. Toni Pomerantz

Hon. William P. Stris
Hon. Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon

Hon. John Maier, President 		  Hon. James Lavery, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Kristina Howley at howleyk@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Featured Teacher: Joseph Moniaci 
North High School

Dates to Remember
Monday, Nov. 19:
SHS U.N.I.T.Y. Week

MJHS Food Drive Ends
CHS Cap and Gown Sales

Tuesday, Nov. 20:
SHS Parent Conferences Names L-Z 7 p.m.

CHS Cap and Gown Sales
CHS National Honor Society 

Inductions 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 21:
MJHS Stand Up and Speak Out Day

Thursday, Nov. 22:
Thanksgiving Recess, Schools Closed

Friday, Nov. 23:
Thanksgiving Recess, Schools Closed

Monday, Nov. 26:
MJHS Toy Drive Begins 

Thursday, Nov. 29:
NYSSMA All-State Music Conference
MJHS Parent Teacher Conferences 

Names L-Z 7 p.m.
NHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

CHS/MJHS Book Fair @ MJHS

Friday, Nov. 30:
NYSSMA All-State Music Conference

Saturday, Dec. 1:
CHS/NHS/SHS SAT Exam

NYSSMA All-State Music Conference

Sunday, Dec. 2:
NYSSMA All-State Music Conference

Monday, Dec. 3
VS Council of PTSAs @ Wheeler School

CHS Talent Show Auditions @  
Chorus Room

SHS Parents Club 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 4:
CHS Talent Show Auditions @  

Chorus Room
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.

CHS Parent Conferences Names A-K

Wednesday, Dec. 5: 
SEPTA Meeting 7 p.m. @ MJHS Library

CHS Winter Concert 7 p.m. @ 
Auditorium

Thursday, Dec. 6: 
CHS Talent Show Auditions @  

Chorus Room
SHS Tri-M Art Honor Society Inductions 

7 p.m.
NHS 9th/10th Grade Winter Concerts 

7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 7:
MJHS Drama Production 7 p.m.

SHS PTSA Staff Appreciation Breakfast 
7 a.m.

Saturday, Dec. 8:
MJHS Drama Production 7 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 10:
SHS JH Concert 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 11:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 12:
NHS 8th-Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 13:
SHS JH Concert Two 7 p.m.

CHS Parent Conferences Names L-Z

Friday, Dec. 14: 
MJHS Poetry Out Loud

NHS Jansson Wrestling Tournament 
5 p.m.

Valley Stream Community Band 
Holiday Concert 7:30 p.m. @  

CHS Auditorium
MJHS 7th- and 8th-Grade Spirit Day

Saturday, Dec. 15:
NHS Jansson Wrestling Tournament 
MJHS Coffee Talk Bring a Toy 9 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 17:
MJHS Toy Collection Ends

SHS SH Concert 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 18:
CHS Academic Honor Society 

Induction Ceremony Rehearsal 
3 p.m. and Ceremony 7 p.m. 

NHS 11th/12th-Grade Winter Concerts 
7 p.m.

MJHS 7th-Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 19:
MJHS 8th-Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 20:
NHS 7th-Grade Winter Concert 7 p.m. 

SHS PTSA Holiday Sale
MJHS 9th-Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 21:
Progress Reports Posted

Dec. 24-Jan. 1:
Holiday Recess, Schools Closed 

Wednesday, Jan. 2:
Schools Reopen 

CHS Senior Talent Show Rehearsal

Thursday, Jan. 3:
CHS Senior Talent Show Rehearsal

Friday, Jan. 4: 
CHS Senior Talent Show 7 p.m. 

@ Auditorium
SHS Class of 2018 Alumni Luncheon 

Periods 4-7

Saturday, Jan 5: 
BOE Annual Building Tour and Budget 

Meeting


