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Students throughout the district 

have many opportunities to enhance 

their knowledge in the areas of STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and 

math) and develop valuable skill sets 

that will help them achieve success 

in their educational and vocational 

pursuits. Each school provides STEM-

related experiences in which students 

may participate. 

Central High School offers a 

STEM class, which is currently in its 

official pilot year after a well-received 

introduction in 2014-15. The course, 

taught by Robert DeLaCruz and 

Christopher Mannino, is open to 

juniors and seniors and incorporates 

STEM components through an 

assortment of features. 

STEM students are expanding 

their engineering and technological 

capabilities as they familiarize 

themselves with the Blender 

rendering program and design 

items to create with a 3-D printer 

obtained last spring. Their first 

project was to produce models of 

their school building. Class members 

also participated in bridge building 

challenges, for which they used balsa 

wood and glue to construct bridges 

that they later tested and revised as 

needed. 

Programming is a major area 

of focus in the class, and students 

practice assignments using basic 

electronics and various types of 

hardware and software. Robotics is 

another part of the curriculum, as 

VEX and programmable robots are 

used to complete specific tasks. 

Mathematics has an important role 

and is tied in through the course’s 

unit on creative math problems, 

and STEM students intend to put 

their scientific studies to the test by 

entering competitions. Central High 

School students enrolled in the science 

research program have already begun 

submitting their work to esteemed 

competitions.

Mr. DeLaCruz described the value 

of exploring the STEM subjects in 

depth in high school and the paths 

that it can lead to. “A lot of the 

students are interested in pursuing 

the sciences,” he said. “This helps 

them get their feet wet. The best way 

to learn is to do some research and 

teach yourself to make discoveries.” 

He further explained that much of 

the content is self-taught, as students 

experiment and learn through both 

individual and team activities. 

Branch Out Through
Learning Opportunities 

continued on page 2...
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Dear Residents,

We had a smooth and successful start to the 
2015-16 school year – a good indicator of many 
excellent months ahead! I visited all of the schools 
on opening day and was impressed with how 
quickly our students fell back into the routine 
and rhythm of learning. 

It was equally rewarding to see the enthusiasm 
among our staff members, many of whom 
spent time during the summer participating in 
professional development initiatives that will take 
our instruction to the next level. Teachers worked 
on curriculum projects in AP World History, 
Common Core algebra courses and geometry, 
among other areas, in preparation for the year 
that is now underway. 

All four of our schools have restored co-
curricular activities, and we are pleased to 
continue the programs that were introduced 
last year, such as AP Human Geography and 
the science research partnership with Hofstra 
University. 

A number of capital projects for which we had 
budgeted in May were completed at each school 
prior to starting day. These projects include 
restroom renovations, door and fan replacements, 
and security system enhancements, among other 
facility upgrades. 

Our district has already celebrated a number 
of outstanding student achievements. At our 
October Board of Education meeting, we 
were pleased to recognize two National Merit 
Semifinalists, three National Merit Commended 
Students and a record-breaking 305 AP Scholars. 

The AP distinctions, presented by the 
College Board, are based on the numbers of AP 
examinations that students take in combination 
with their scores. Central, North and South high 
schools all offer an assortment of AP courses, 
which carry college-level academic rigor. 

We look forward to sharing more positive 
news as the year progresses. Thank you for your 
continued interest and support in all that we do 
to provide Valley Stream students with a quality 
education that will lead them to bright futures 
filled with opportunity. 

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

...continued from page 1

A Message
Superintendent

from the

At North High School, STEM is at the heart 

of the science research programs. As Science 

Department Chairperson John Pandolfi said, 

“Science research has always been a leader in 

STEM education.” 

Seventh-grade science research classes are in 

their second year of applying a new STEM-based 

curriculum that presents opportunities for students 

to build, create, explore and think like scientists 

and science professionals.  

Ninth-grade science research students have been 

busy developing products that have the potential 

to make a difference in mainstream society, which 

they will enter in the National Science Teachers 

Association Exploravision project.  

The science research program for grades 10-

12 works in association 

with SUNY Albany and 

provides opportunities for 

students to study under 

college and university 

professors. The students 

are conducting research 

on topics that range 

from molecular “lab 

bench” science to social 

science and technology. 

Seniors continue to enter 

prominent competitions, as 

well as local contests. 

 “With the upcoming changes associated with 

the Next Generation Science Standards in grades 

K-12, North High School will continue to develop 

and implement curricula and activities that will 

help reinforce STEM learning and discover new 

ideas to foster more STEM initiatives in all science 

areas,” Mr. Pandolfi said. 

South High School has been integrating STEM 

into the science curriculum in several ways, one 

of which involves the use of electronic probes 

that enable students to delve further into their 

physics and chemistry lessons. Temperature probes, 

motion sensors and other tools provide live data 

that is transferred straight to technological devices 

such as smartphones for students to analyze both 

mathematically and scientifically. Having these 

resources available at their fingertips prompts 

students to employ techniques and strategies that 

are used in professional and university labs. 

Ninth-grade students investigated earthquake-

proof buildings and engineered their own 

prototypes with Legos. They tested their projects 

and will collaborate with Central High School to 

eventually have one of the designs produced by the 

3-D printer. South High School is also planning to 

incorporate more of a STEM focus into the science 

research program. 

“It all ties in with the Next Generation Science 

Standards,” said Science Department Chairperson 

Jeanette Azzaretto. “We’re really trying to stay 

ahead of the game so that when it is implemented, 

we will have already been doing it.” 

STEM is emphasized at Memorial Junior High 

School as well, opening doors 

of possibilities for students in 

grades 6-9 as they approach 

their high school years. A 

STEM club incorporates all 

four elements of the overlying 

theme. 

Led by technology teachers 

Chris Viggiano and Melissa 

Hayden, the club explores the 

use of computers, apps and 

other technological resources, 

and takes on engineering 

design assignments that involve 

the use of wood, electronics and technology. 

The club hosts a STEM fair each year as an 

opportunity to showcase the products that these 

students create. Memorial Junior High School is 

in the process of acquiring a 3-D printer for the 

STEM club and technology classes to use, which 

will expand the range of innovative projects that 

students work on. 

 Memorial Junior High School has also 

reinforced a connection between STEM and 

science research. The 7A science research classes 

were restructured to revolve around STEM 

activities. Students may be asked to solve a 

problem for which they are given a set amount of 

materials. Collaborative learning is incorporated as 

students work with partners to design, build and 

eventually test their solutions.

STEMBranch Out Through
Learning Opportunities 

Students throughout 
the district have many 

opportunities to enhance 
their knowledge in the 

areas of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and math) and develop 
valuable skill sets that will 

help them achieve success 
in their educational and 

vocational pursuits.
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Five of the district’s seniors, representing 
Central, North and South high schools, 
have earned distinctions in the National 
Merit Scholarship Program. Two students 
were named National Merit Semifinalists 
and three received the Commended Student 
designation. These honors were all based on 
the seniors’ Preliminary SAT scores. 

Approximately 1.5 million students across 
the country enter the competition each year 
when they take the PSAT. Ryan Andres of 
Central High School and Allyce Yang of 
South High School are among approximately 
16,000 top scorers who were recognized as 
semifinalists. North High School seniors 
Joseph D’Elia, Michael Schwartz and 
Matthew Wang were identified as National 
Merit Commended Students, an honor that 
went to about 34,000 students.

Ryan is a member of the CHS National 
Honor Society, Class of 2016 club, E-TV 
video technology club and Future Business 
Leaders of America, in addition to playing 
the clarinet and participating in the band. 
Allyce plays the viola in the orchestra and has 
earned a number of musical achievements. 
Last year, she won the National Council of 
Teachers of English Writing Award. 

Joseph is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Math Honor Society, Science 

Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society 
and student council. He plays baritone 
horn in the jazz band and is on the varsity 
cross-country and track teams. Michael is 
a member of the National Honor Society, 
Math Honor Society and Spanish Honor 
Society, as well as the varsity football and 
track teams. In addition, he runs a landscape 
design company that specializes in ski park 
terrain features. Matthew is a National 
Honor Society, Math Honor Society, Science 
Honor Society, Italian Honor Society and 
Tri-M Music Honor Society student. He 
plays euphonium in the jazz band and has 
achieved several musical accolades.

North High School student Daniel 
Sanky and South High School student 
Allyce Yang were selected to perform 
at the 2015 New York State School 
Music Association Winter Conference 
in Rochester from Dec. 3-6. North 
High School senior Morgan Foster was 
chosen as an alternate. 

Daniel was accepted to the All-State 
Wind Ensemble for bass clarinet. He 
has participated in All-County groups 
several times, as well as the District 
Music Festival and Community 
Band. He is a member of the Tri-M 
Music, National, Science, Math 
and Languages Other Than English 
honor societies. He also plays varsity 
volleyball. 

Allyce plays the viola and was 
selected for the All-State String 
Orchestra, for which she was an 
alternate last year. She is a four-time 
participant in All-County concerts, 
as well as Long Island String Festival 
Association concerts. She was also 

featured in the District Music Festival 
for three years and has performed 
with the South Shore Symphony as 
principal violist. 

Morgan plays the French horn 
and has a history of All-County 
and District Music Festival 
performances. She is a member of 

the Tri-M Music, National, Science, 
Math and Languages Other Than 
English honor societies, as well as 
the cross-country team. 

 “Selection to All-State groups, 
either as a member or as an 
alternate, is one of the greatest 
honors that a high school musician 

can achieve and is a testament to 
the effort, dedication, and hours 
of practice that these students and 
their teachers consistently make to 
attain it,” said Dr. Adam Erdos, the 
district’s coordinator of fine and 
performing arts.

National Merit Honors

All-State Musicians to Take the Stage
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The Valley Stream North High 
School Spartans took on the 
Hewlett High School Bulldogs 
for an energy-filled 2015 
homecoming game. School spirit 
radiated throughout John Miele 
Memorial Field, where supportive 
spectators of all ages rooted 
for their home team on the 
afternoon of Oct. 17. 

At halftime, the cheerleaders, 
kickline team and marching band 
presented an entertaining show. 
A two-week-long Coaches vs. Cancer campaign was announced during halftime to 
raise funds for the American Cancer Society, and 187 seconds were placed on the 
clock representing 187 people who are diagnosed each hour. Cheerleaders and 
kickline members sold as many bracelets in that time as they could.

This year’s homecoming continued North High School’s pre-game traditions of a 
Varsity Breakfast, sponsored by the North Spartan Club, and a parade of “decade”- 
themed banners that represented the grades and student organizations. 

A pep rally, which boosted excitement, was held the day prior and included the 
crowning of Vincent Russo and Nia Brockington as homecoming king and queen. A 
dance followed later that evening.

Valley Stream Central High School celebrated its 2015 homecoming with a 
football game and annual parade on Sept. 26. The stands at Fireman’s Field were 
filled with school spirit as students and other members of the community cheered 
on the Eagles in their match against the Herricks Highlanders.  

The parade featured banners that student organizations created based on a 
Candyland theme. After marching a lap around the field, the students assembled 
their bright and creative banners on the fence bordering the sports complex. 
Homecoming king Mario Birch and queen Natalia Erazo donned their crowns, which 
were presented during a pep rally on 
the evening prior to the game. 

The game kicked off with a supportive 
audience and, although it did not end 
in a win, provided for an action-packed 
afternoon that brought the community 
together. Halftime festivities included 
a performance by the Central High 
School dance team, The Streamers, and 
the marching band provided musical 
entertainment throughout the event. 

NHS Homecoming Honors 
Traditions, Raises Funds for Cancer

Central High School Celebrates Homecoming

Valley Stream Pride 
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Valley Stream Central High School celebrated its 2015 homecoming with a 
football game and annual parade on Sept. 26. The stands at Fireman’s Field were 
filled with school spirit as students and other members of the community cheered 
on the Eagles in their match against the Herricks Highlanders.  

The parade featured banners that student organizations created based on a 
Candyland theme. After marching a lap around the field, the students assembled 
their bright and creative banners on the fence bordering the sports complex. 
Homecoming king Mario Birch and queen Natalia Erazo donned their crowns, which 
were presented during a pep rally on 
the evening prior to the game. 

The game kicked off with a supportive 
audience and, although it did not end 
in a win, provided for an action-packed 
afternoon that brought the community 
together. Halftime festivities included 
a performance by the Central High 
School dance team, The Streamers, and 
the marching band provided musical 
entertainment throughout the event. 

Central High School Celebrates Homecoming

Tributes and Traditions at South HS Homecoming

Homecoming
South High School’s homecoming 

continued several annual traditions, 
including a festival and parade around 
the track prior to the game. Banners 
representing the student classes 
and various clubs were on display as 
students paraded to the sounds of the 
marching band. Brian Morales and 
Bobbi Brivia donned their crowns as 
homecoming king and queen. 

The Falcons faced off against the 
Mineola Mustangs in an intense match. Although it did not end in a victory for 
South High School, the football players displayed excellent teamwork and athletic 
abilities. 

At halftime, Town of Hempstead Councilman Bruce Blakeman presented 
resident Bill Benson, an avid South High School supporter, role model and fan, 
with a proclamation on behalf of Mayor Edwin Fare in acknowledgment of his 
contributions to the students and community.

Following the recognition, the cheerleaders, kickline, step squad and marching 
band delivered a series of entertaining performances that garnered applause from 
the stands.

Valley Stream Pride on Display at 
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305 AP Scholars
A total of 305 students received various levels of distinction from 

the College Board based on their Advanced Placement examination 
performances.	 

 Central, North and South high schools all offer an assortment 
of AP courses, which carry college-level academic rigor. Students 
took the AP exams last May as the final step in completing the 
corresponding courses in which they were enrolled. 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program provides 
willing and academically prepared students with the opportunity to 
take college-level courses while still in high school. Students can earn 
college credit, advanced placement or both based on successful 
performance on the AP exams. The district congratulates the 
following students:

AP Scholar (granted to students who receive 
scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams)

Central High School: Jesenia Adamson, Alexis Ali, 
Musk Ali, Shereene Amin, Reyna Bellot, Matalia 
Bermeo, Mario Birch, Naomi Bolasingh, David 
Bolocboloc, Samantha Bua, Zachary Bua, Inyaah 
Burrell, Janay Clegg, Paola Darbouze, Christopher 
Deguilla, Kayla Diedrick, Susan Dominguez, 
Christmead Dorcely, Josh Eugene, Laura Fabien-
Rojas, Andrew Fare, Nicholas Girardi, Michaela 
Grillo, Elijah Guzman, James Hunter, Zahra Jean, 
Tychelle Jenkins, Joshua Jennerjahn, Jalani Johnson, 
Winston Jones, Mohammed Khan, Christopher 
Kwok, Kervans Lerouge, Edric Leung, Samantha 
Lohier, Romi Lyallpuri, Nathaniel Mahadeo, 
Jessica Massiah, Joseph Mcgee, Robert Mckee, 
Gabrielle Mendoza, Jasmine Miles, Amanda Miller, 
Raphael Muni, Chukwunonso Okoli, Alexa Ortega, 
Monisola Oyelola, Eligahblaise Panaligan, Omaer 
Paracha, Jasmine Passade, Caitlin Praimnath, 
Matthew Rivadeneira, Rashaan Robe, Antonia Roth, 
Randi Ruderman, Corey Salzman, Victor Siev, Arlyn 
Sorto, Faye Steele, Eric Travis, Shayna Usher, Mikee 
Villanueva, Harisson William, Cameron Williams, 
Genesis Yates, Fatima Yousaf. 

North High School: Olukemi Adebanjo, Koby 
Altine, Michael Antonucci, Maham Asfand, 
Sara Balsamo, Bensky Belizaire, Blake Benitez, 
Michael Cabezas, Tara Canny, Sahar Caravan, 
Alina Castelluzzo, Jonathan Chen, Sarah Chin, 
Casey Craig, Jesse Dimeglio, Melissa Dinucci, 
Keana Dubose, Victoria Dugan, Tina Echeverria, 
Atim Ekpe, Annamaria Esposito, Jessica Floyd, 
Juan Guerrero, Gabrielle Hiss, Maleeka Holdson, 
Phillip Inguanta, Anthony Izzo, Tatiana Keeby, Zeki 
Kural, Diana Laukamg, Samantha Leone, Alyssa 
Lombardi, Matthew Luzarraga, Kaitlyn Manzi, 
Deandre Meikle, Corey Miles, Annie Nelson, 
David Olivo, Julian Osorio, Isaiah Paige, William 
Paraszczuk, Mikolaj Piekut, Andrew Quintero, 
Samuels Quintero, Richard Rinaldi, Vincent Russo, 
Samantha Shaffie, Rajendra Singh, Jessica Sixt, Stacy 
Stephen, Jarred Times, Mariah White, Christian 
Wilenski, Peter Wilk, Christine Ye

South High School: Jordani Badette, Damani 
Basdeo, Cristina Brea, Gina Capone, Juliana 

Caputo, Navdeep Cattry, Gonzalo Colarte, 
Stephanie Danisi, Harrison Dickler, Bridget Dolan, 
Samori Emmanuel, Andre Fabro, Vruyr Galstyan, 
Michael Gordon, Katherine Grygierczyk, Syeda 
Hasan, Joelle Hessing, Nicholas Javier, Imani 
Johnson, Alexis Kellar, Robin Lazzara, Seakwoo 
Lee, Elijah Leone, Adela Li, Aubrey Luna, Dioncris 
Luyun, Francis Matamoro, Jordan Meleschi, James 
Milne, Brian Morales, Teresa Morales, Naleine 
Meebar, Uju Nwaigwe, Tatiana Ochoa, Michael 
Okoronkwo, Sabrin Patankar, Dylan Poje, Liza 
Poserio, Danielle Quaranto, Lavannia Raguthu, 
Vincent Rak, Jared Razack, Melissa Rodriguez, 
Justin Sampson, Christina Serpa, Alyssa Stallone, 
Elisa Starling, Zayyan Swaby, Elizabeth Taylor, 
Sheeban Tobria, Crystal Udo, Luis Urra, Emma Van 
Sertima, Callestie Wong, Hannah Wong, Katy Xu, 
Isabel Yeo, Zachary Zemel, Brendan Zimmerman

AP Scholar with Honor (granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or 
more of these exams)

Central High School: Nataly Aguirre, Caemom 
Jemil Alcantara, Kristin Alli, Zainab Baig, Brian 
Buckout, Edward Chung, Sophia Diaz, Jennifer 
Dignam, Kajae Francis, Jasmin Garden, Ramya 
Gopalakrishnan, Sara Guagliano, David Jacob, 
Hannah Kim, Tiffany Longarzo, Matthew Lugo, 
Justin Mirville, Ryan Mohamed, Kenneth Nwade 
Jr., Brandon Paillere, Natalie Portu, Andrew Riggio, 
Jerry Rivera, Ann-Renee Rubia, Christina Steele, 
Vikash Tewari, Monik Walters, Naya Whitehall

North High School: Chineme Aniagba, Candice 
Biegler, Samantha Bugge, Julia Cincotta, Finian 
Deunha, Alayna Depalo, Shahzeel Farooqi, Dylan 
Feliu, Tara Franco, Kimberly Jelich, Thomas Magno, 
Gina Maniscalco, Matthew Martini, Alexa Mytko, 
Krishna Pandit, Nicholas Rossetti, Daniel Sanky, 
Megan Trentacosta, Andrew Vasquez, Matthew 
Wang, Ziwen Wu

South High School: Daniel Briksza, Emily Chen, 
Linai Dacon, Maria Fredericks, Demi Moore, Soren 
Olson-Paul, Penelope Ramos, Cristina Russo, Olivia 
Ryan, Hamza Sadhra, Carolina Ulloa

AP Scholar with Distinction (granted to students 
who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all 
AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five 
or more of these exams) 

Central High School: Ryan Andrews, Kayla Brown, 
Joanna Capellan, Jordan Diaz, Sylvette Diaz, Jose 
Carlo Escober, Annie Fitzgerald, Ayanna Gittens, 
Wendy Gonzalez, Madeline Grunin, Jonathan 
Harris, Sahar Ilyas, Amanda Johnson, Justin 
Lazaar, Jan Marvin Ligan, Charles Luca, Ekaterina 
Mazalkova, Luisanny Molina, Nadira Narain, 
Nicole Noel, Jason Paz, JeffMichael Presto, Ronald 
Pritipaul, Rachelle Saint-Preux, David Velandia

North High School: Matthew Brand, Jake 
Catalano, Aaron Chiang, Joseph Delia, Rishi Dutt, 
Michelle Dziedzic, Thomas Elbert, Katharine Eng, 
Morgan Foster, Zijun Guo, Seelia Jacob, Adrianna 
Kapusta, Patrick Kearney, Jonathan Kwan, Amanda 
Lee, Christopher Leichtle, Rubab Malik, Elizabeth 
Mashkow, Osariemen Ogbemudia, Carla Perez, 
Lauren Quinn, Damian Rodriguez, Elizabeth Rossi, 
Michael Schwartz, Nicole Semos, Guycarlos Villette, 
Richard Zhang

South High School: Brian Carvajal, Mark 
Cherepashensky, Ashton Dacon, Erica Galluscio, 
Siddhant Garg, Kierra Laube, Fatimah Mozawella, 
Garrett Pagonis, Jefferson-La Poserio, Vanesa 
Salinas, Kelvin Tsai, Victoria Webb, Allyce Yang

National AP Scholar (granted to students who 
receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight 
or more of these exams)

Central High School: Jonathan Harris, Sahar Ilyas, 
Charles Luca, Ekaterina Mazalkova

North High School: Aaron Chiang, Michelle 
Dziedzic, Zijun Guo, Rubab Malik, Elizabeth 
Mashkow, Lauren Quinn

South High School: Siddhant Garg, Fatimah 
Mazawalla, Jefferson-La Poseria, Allyce Yang
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North High School senior Carla Perez is 
among only 20 Long Island Scholar-Artists 
identified by the Long Island Arts Alliance. 
According to the LIAA’s website, this 
awards program identifies students judged 
to be “the best of the best” on Long Island 
in both academics and the arts. 

Carla was selected for this honor based 
on her portfolio of work, which included 
paintings and drawings, along with an essay 

that focused on how the arts have enriched 
students’ lives. She also met the academic 
requirement of a 90 or above GPA. 

Carla was previously named a winner 
in the Congressional Art Competition, is 
a member of the high school’s Art Club, 
Olympics, Visual Arts Club and Grade 
Council, and volunteers at the Creative Art 
Space for Kids studio. 

Abiezer Regino, a Central High 
School junior, was elected as a New York 
State Thespian Officer and is helping 
to fulfill the missions of the New York 
Thespians, International Thespian 
Society and Educational Theater 
Association. 

The group of seven State Thespian 
Officers meets monthly to plan events 
and discuss ideas for helping schools in 
need of improved theater programs. 

Abiezer’s new role afforded him 

the opportunity to participate in the 
Broadway Back to School benefit, which 
supported the International Thespian 
Society’s efforts to provide theater arts 
education for underserved students and 
schools. The STOs are currently planning 
the New York Thespians’ state festival.

Abiezer is involved in Central High 
School’s various theater and musical 
activities and is a member of the 
International Thespian Honor Society, 
chorus, band and jazz band. 

NHS Student Carla Perez 
Named Scholar-Artist

CHS Student Selected as 
State Thespian Officer

South High School’s 12th-grade Participation in Government classes 
further explored the topics they have been studying during a presentation 
and discussion session with New York State Assemblyman Brian Curran. 

The public leader has visited the school each year as a way to provide 
students with a deeper understanding of various issues that affect society 
and to look at these matters from broad perspectives. 

Assemblyman Curran touched on a number of political and 
governmental topics, and students asked questions and shared their 
own views. Students in the Life Skills program generously treated 
Assemblyman Curran and all other attendees to a breakfast that they had 
prepared specially for the visit.   

SHS Government Students Inspired by Assemblyman

Aroundthe Schools
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Hon. Joseph DiSibio
Hon. James Lavery

Hon. Lawrence Trogel
Hon. Lisa Pellicane

Hon. Anthony Iadevaio
Hon. William Stris 

Hon. Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon

Dr. Frank Chiachiere, President Hon. Cristobal Stewart,Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Featured Teacher: 
Vanessa Coppeto

While high school might be first 
associated with the core academic subject 
areas, the life skills that Career and 
Technical Education classes such as those 
taught by Vanessa Coppeto at North 
High School emphasize help students 
make the transition into their college and 
adult years. 

Ms. Coppeto began her role as a 
member of the North High School 
faculty in 2001, although her history in 
the building spans back far beyond that. 
She is an alumna of the school, having 
graduated in 1995, and now gives back 
by serving as a mentor, role model and 
positive influence to current students. 

With a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and education from Hofstra University 

and a master’s degree from Stony Brook 
University, Ms. Coppeto is certified to 
instruct students in a variety of areas 
and helps to foster responsible learners 
with well-rounded skill sets. She works 
with a range of populations at North 
High School, teaching an assortment of 
courses, including eighth-grade Home 
and Career Skills, Gourmet Food, Food 
and Nutrition, Child Development (for 
college credit) and Vocational Life Skills.

Earlier in her career, Ms. Coppeto 
taught kindergarten at a private school. 
She was presented with an opportunity 
to move up to the high school level at 
North, and embraced it with enthusiasm. 
“When I saw the curriculum, I loved it,” 
she said. “I realized then that I wanted to 

teach middle school and high school.” 
The highlight of Ms. Coppeto’s job, 

as she expressed, is the ability to interact 
with so many individuals and groups. 
“I work with wonderful people,” she 
said. “I get to collaborate with many 
different teachers in other subject areas.” 
Ms. Coppeto often teams up with other 
faculty members for specific lessons 
in order to further enrich the learning 
experience. 

Since building resumes and developing 
employability skills fall within the 
curriculum of some of her classes, Ms. 
Coppeto has become known  
among students as a support they can 
turn to for assistance with resumes and 
job applications. 

Ms. Coppeto serves as the advisor 
of the Career and Technical Education 
Honor Society, acting department head 
of the CTE Department at North and 
co-advisor of the Leadership Academy. 
She also brought the Hance Family 
Foundation’s “Beautiful Me” program, 
which builds self-esteem and self-
awareness in young women and girls, 
to the school. She resides in Island 
Trees with her 10-year-old son Michael 
and 5-year-old twin daughters Ava and 
Isabella. 

Dates to Remember
Thursday, Nov. 26 & Friday, Nov. 27:

Thanksgiving Recess 

Monday, Nov. 30:
MJHS Toy Drive Begins

Tuesday, Dec. 1:
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.

CHS Talent Show Auditions  
@ Chorus Room

Wednesday, Dec. 2:
NHS 11th/12th Grade Winter Concert 

7:30 p.m. 
CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.  

@ MJHS
SEPTA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, Dec. 3:
CHS Talent Show Auditions @ Chorus 

Room
SHS Parents Club Meeting 7:15 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 5:
SAT Exam @ Central/North 

Monday, Dec. 7:
VS Council of PTAs Meeting 

 @ Buck School
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.
SHS Junior High Concert One 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 8:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 9:
CHS Winter Concert 7 p.m.  

@ Auditorium
NHS 8th Grade Winter Concert  

7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 10:
MJHS Poetry Out Loud 3:15 p.m.

SHS Junior High Concert Two 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 11:
2nd Mid-Marking Period

SHS PTSA Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast 7 a.m.

Saturday, Dec. 12:
SAT (Tentative)

MJHS Coffee Talk 9 a.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 13:
NHS Spartan Cheerleading 

Competition

Monday, Dec. 14:
SHS Senior High Concert 7 p.m.

MJHS Holiday Gram Sale

Tuesday, Dec. 15:
MJHS 7th Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 16:
MJHS 8th Grade Concert 7 p.m. 
NHS 7th Grade Winter Concert  

8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 17:
CHS Honor Society Induction 

Rehearsal 3 p.m. 
MJHS 9th Grade Concert 7 p.m.
CHS Academic Honor Society 

Ceremony 7 p.m. @ Auditorium
NHS 9th and 10th Grade Winter 

Concert 8:15 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 18: 
MJHS Toy Collection Ends
Progress Reports Posted

SHS South’s Got Talent 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 24 - Sunday, Jan. 3:
Holiday Recess – Schools Closed

Monday, Jan. 4:
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 5:
MJHS Coat Drive Begins

Wednesday, Jan. 6:
SEPTA Program 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS

Thursday, Jan. 7:
SHS Parent’s Club Meeting 7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 8:
CHS Senior Talent Show 7 p.m.  

@ Auditorium 
SHS Class of 2015 Alumni Luncheon 

Periods 4-7

Saturday, Jan. 9:
Annual Building Tour and Budget 

Meeting

Monday, Jan. 11
SHS National Honor Society Inductions 

7 p.m. 
Spring Adult Ed. In-Person Registration 

7-8:30 p.m. @ MJHS Café

Tuesday, Jan. 12:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13:
NHS Spartan Club Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 14:
Districtwide 10th Grade College Info 

Night 7 p.m. @ SHS

Saturday, Jan. 16:
CHS Harold Earl Tournament 9 a.m. 
CHS Coffee Talk @ Library 10 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 18:
Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Schools 

Closed

Tuesday, Jan. 19:
SHS PTSA Meeting 7:15 p.m. 
NHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 20:
CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

 @ CHS Library

Thursday, Jan. 21:
Districtwide Financial Aid Night 7 p.m. 

@ CHS Auditorium

Friday, Jan. 22:
MJHS 7th Grade Battle of the Classes

MJHS End of Coat Drive
NHS Senior High Talent Show 7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 23: 
SAT Exam @ Central

MJHS Coffee Talk 9 a.m.
CHS Alumni Basketball Tournament  

2 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 24:
SHS BRAVO/Parent’s Club Fundraiser 

Comedy Show

Monday, Jan. 25:
Spring Adult Ed. Begins This Week

Districtwide Music Festival Auditions  
3 p.m. 

Regents Exam Week

Thursday, Jan. 29:
Rating Day No Student Attendance

2nd Marking Period Ends


