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The Valley Stream Central High School District is
proud to recognize the Class of 2016 valedictorians

‘ O ‘ | O | ' O r S ¢ and salutatorians. These students have demonstrated
° their skills, talents, determination and capacity for
/ . é? éé g s . learning throughout their high school careers, and

are now preparing to move ahead, experience the
broader world and achieve their goals.

Central High School

Jason Paz — Valedictorian

North High School

Thomas Elbert — Valedictorian

Headed off to Georgetown University’s School
of Foreign Service with career goals that involve
international politics, Thomas has already proven
himself to be an exceptional leader. He served as
student liaison for the PTSA and was involved with F
the Leadership Academy and Physical Education
Leadership program. Through participation in the |
Student Peer Organization, he presented to students |
on various topics.

Thomas was designated an AP Scholar with
Distinction and was also granted membership to
various honor societies. A talented musician, he was accepted to NYSSMA’s All County
Band/Jazz Band for six years. Thomas is also an athlete and has been a valuable asset to
North’s track and cross-country teams.

“I feel that we all have a debt to do service for our country,” he said. “I want to help
change the image of America in other people’s eyes.”

With Yale University on the horizon, Jason plans
to study biomedical engineering and economics, m
with aspirations to conduct research on stem cell
development and artificial organ growth. “Science
is a lot of hard work and research, but after you
finish the inquiry it feels great to have your work be

shown,” he said.

Jason also has a propensity for business,
evidenced in his active FBLA involvement
that included a role as vice president and first-place win at the New York State FBLA
competition.

During his years at Central, Jason also served as National Honor Society vice president,

cross-country track co-captain and member of various honor societies and clubs.

Morgan Foster — Salutatorian

Academics, the arts and athletics all came together for Morgan, who has been strongly
involved in each. A member of multiple honor societies and AP Scholar with Distinction,
Morgan is also an All-State and All-County musician. On the field, she played varsity
soccer and ran cross-country.

Morgan served as president of the Interact Club, treasurer of the LOTE Honor Society
and additionally participated in North’s Leadership Academy and Physical Education
Leadership program.

Set to attend Northeastern University’s Universal Scholars Program, Morgan plans to
study engineering, with a possible music minor. “There is a sense of community at North,”
she said. “Everyone knows they have a support group of teachers around them. It’s a really
nice place to be.”

Tiffany Longarzo — Salutatorian

Tiffany will be majoring in mathematics when she heads to St. John’s University in the
fall, and is looking forward to engaging in challenging classes.

“In math, there is always an answer at the end of any problem,” she said. “It’s very
definitive.” Her post-collegiate goal is to become an actuary and help people in the
business world.

At Central, Tiffany served as president of both the National Honor Society and History
Honor Society and captain of the varsity softball team and marching band. She also
participated in a number of other honor societies as well as jazz band, Class of 2016 club,

Crier newspaper and Student Council.

Allyce Yang — Valedictorian Ashton Dacon — Salutatorian

A senior year filled with honors and distinctions has set Ashton has held important roles with an assortment of
Allyce on a bright path for the next phase of her education. ~ organizations at South, serving as president of the Math
A National Merit finalist, AP Scholar with Distinction, Honor Society, treasurer of the Falcon Report and secretary
Optimum Community’s Hispanic Heritage Month Essay of the Class Council. He is a talented violist and participated

in Chamber Orchestra, and also ran track and cross-country.

With the goal of eventually working with children,
Ashton has already made himself into a successful role
model. He held a summer internship last year at a school for
2-4 year olds that helped to solidify his future aspirations. As
part of another program, he traveled to Spain to help teach
students the English language.

Ashton will be attending the Massachusettes Institute of
Technology to study biochemistry with a possible minor in
computer sciences. “I believe that set of abilities will keep
and want them to succeed,” Allyce said. me connected with future generations,” he said.

Contest grand prizewinner and Martin J. Kelly Writing
Contest of the Irish Cultural Society second-place winner
and Girl Scout Gold Award recipient, Allyce will be
attending Minerva Schools at KGI majoring in Natural
Sciences.

In addition to her academic success, Allyce plays the
viola and has performed in the All-State Orchestra and Long
Island Sering Festival and was District Principal Violist.

South High School

“South’s teachers really care about each individual student
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The week of June 19 brought
excitement and pride to Class of 2016
FROM STUDENTS TO (GRADS:  scusisirougnon e vt

* Stream Central High School District.
Joined by families and friends,
along with members of the Board of
Education and administration, seniors
from Central, North and South high
schools concluded one phase of their

educational journeys to embark upon
the next.

Central’s ceremony took place
on June 22 at the Tilles Center,
while North and South held their

commencement exercises on June 23
at their respective buildings. All three

events featured inspirational remarks
from principals, valedictorians,
salutatorians, senior class presidents
and student council presidents,
among other individuals. The students
took opportunities within their
speeches to reflect on memories
from their years in Valley Stream and
share words of advice, while musical
interludes featured songs fitting for
the occasion.

Diploma presentations signified
the achievements and success stories
of the Class of 2016 as the new
graduates entered the next phases of
their lives.
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Featured Teacher:

Benjamin TANGNEY

As he wrapped up his eighth year as a valuable
member of the Valley Stream Central High School
District staff, Benjamin Tangney reflected on
the fulfillment and lasting impact of his role as a
science educator. “One of the things that’s most
rewarding is when I am able to see a student who’s
been struggling succeed, and the joy that it brings
them,” he said.

Mr. Tangney has taught various science courses
at Memorial Junior High School, including
seventh-grade science, earth science, eighth-grade
science and 7A science research. He noted that the
sciences are far-reaching and encompass an array
of fields and careers. “There are so many passions
students can find in science,” Mr. Tangney said.
“Even if not now, something we discuss may pique
their interest later on in life.”

As a teacher of a subject that is ever-evolving,
Mr. Tangney spends time researching the Next

Generation Science Standards and the goals

of these learning processes. He also focuses on
integration of technology into the classroom as a
tool to enhance the content. Edmodo, for example,
provides cloud-based research opportunities, while
integration of Surface Pro helps students to make
the most of online information.

An alumnus of the district, Mr. Tangney
graduated from South High School. He always had
a passion for science and, at the same time, knew
he wanted to work in education after volunteering
as a tutor. He completed his undergraduate
college education at SUNY Oneonta and obtained
his masters degree in Educational Technology
and Leadership from the American College of
Education.

In addition to being a leader in the classroom,

Mr. Tangney has coached junior varsity and junior
high football, Memorial Junior High School girls

L-R: Brian Fraser, Michelle Vikse, Krystal Barrera, Taylor Connolly, Robin Small and Christopher Weidlein.

basketball and Central High School’s varsity track
teams. He has also been involved in outreach
projects at the Hewlett House, where students
applied the knowledge they obtained in school

to make repairs and renovations to a facility that
serves cancer patients.

As for advice he would offer to students, Mr.
Tangney shares the following: “It is the work ethic
you put in that will stay with you for the rest of
your life.”

Celebralion

Seven staff members were granted tenure at the May 10 Board of Education
meeting, prior to which they were honored with a reception attended by
administrators and Board of Education members. The celebration of this career
milestones was made complete thanks to dinner and musical entertainment
provided by students.

Congratulations to department chairs Robin Small and Taylor Connolly,
teachers Michelle Vikse, Christopher Weidlein, Krystal Barrera and Brian Fraser
and teaching assistant Jeannine Giberti.
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Park

Performers

Students from Central High School, Memorial Junior High
School and South High School participated in Music in the Parks
events at Kutztown University in Kutztown, Pennsylvania and
Dorney Park in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Central’s Choir placed

first and student Kristen Smith was awarded the “most outstanding

soloist” distinction, Memorial’s musicians earned three first-place trophies and South’s Wind Ensemble placed first in its division for the second consecutive year.
North High School’s Junior High Jazz Ensemble and Senior High Breakfast Club String Ensemble participated in the High Note Music Festival at Six Flags,

Great Adventure in New Jersey, where both groups received a superior rating for their performance.
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Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Hon. Kenneth Cummings Hon. William Stris

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.




