The district is pleased to announce the appointment

“Excellence in Education” program, which annually

DAVID TRIZANO Appointed North HS Principal

5 "~ of David Trizano as North High School Principal. Mr.
~ Trizano has been an Assistant Principal at North since
~ 1998, and was an Administrative Associate at Central
High School from 1986-1990. In between the two
= roles, he held a principal’s post in Orange County.

During his time at North, in addition to his
responsibilities as Assistant Principal, Mr. Trizano
helped to introduce the school’s pre-prom event,

~ which is held in conjunction with the PTA and Spartan
~ Club and promotes a safe and memorable prom night.
He and social worker Karen Ehrlich initiated the

honors students who contribute to life at North.

Mr. Trizano holds a B.A. and M.S. in english/
education and a professional diploma in school
district administration, all from lona College.

He has led professional development opportunities
in the district and continues to do so at North. He is
very involved in the school and looks forward to his
new role.

“It’s an honor and I’m sure it’s going to be a very
exciting and interesting year,” Mr. Trizano said.

education department.

Mr. Augello has taught various culinary arts and
food courses to 10th-, 11th- and 12th-graders. The
school’s kitchen atmosphere was designed to mimic
a restaurant, and the classes cover food allergies and
the importance of following protocol for safety and
sanitation.

The Commercial Foods course provides students
with the culinary background compared to what
they will see at the college level. Gourmet Food
focuses more on ingredients, food groups, nutrition
and food trends. Students also learn the budgeting

and financial aspects of running a restaurant. The
International Food class has a strong cultural tie-in

Featured Teacher Peter Augello has been a

valuable part of the district for nearly two decades. and explores history, geography and ways in which

Having just completed his 19th year as a culinary things are changing.
arts teacher at Central High School, he has helped

many students uncover their interests, talents and

“The goal is for students to find success at any
level,” Mr. Augello said. “It’s teaching them a
success stories. discipline for something they can find success in
Mr. Augello grew up surrounded by excellent if they apply themselves — it’s a way to make a
living”

This objective is often fulfilled, as indicated

cooks, including his mother and grandmother.
He went to Sullivan County Culinary School and
worked as a chef before taking on his teaching by the range of accomplishments graduates have
career in Central High School’s career and technical | earned. One of Mr. Augello’s former students who

William George Houston graduated from Central
High School in 1944. An athlete and involved
student with bountiful school spirit, he earned the
Long Island Champion title for high jump during
his junior year. While this achievement was a proud
| event in Mr. Houston’s life, one important memento
was missing: a trophy.

While recently reminiscing with his daughter,
Laura Neville, Mr. Houston shared for the first time
that, following his win, he had excitedly anticipated

went into the Navy and then the culinary industry
presently cooks on an aircraft carrier. Another now
works for a Vermont-based cheese company. Several
have gone into the pastry and bakery industries.

Students run a breakfast club three times a week
and cater school and district events. The Culinary
Classic is a highly anticipated occasion that serves
as a practical exam. Administrators, teachers,
parents and other guests attend and experience
students’ expertise in everything from napkin
folding and table setting to serving and cooking.
All work is a team effort and builds collaboration
skills. The group also visits colleges with culinary
programs each year.

When asked about the most rewarding aspects of
his job, Mr. Augello said, “Making the connection
with students. I really want to help them find a
career path.” He keeps in touch with many alumni.

In his spare time, Mr. Augello enjoys playing golf,
fishing, hunting, sports, dining and cooking, and is
passionate about the Yankees and Rangers. He has
coached PAL for baseball and lacrosse and resides

in Mineola.

) An Award Worth the Wait!

receiving his trophy, but was disappointed to learn
that due to metal rationing during the war, trophies
would not be awarded that year as usual. Upon
hearing her father’s story, Ms. Neville contacted the
district.

The Board of Education unanimously decided to
recognize Mr. Houston at its June 13 meeting, when
his award was presented at long last. Joined by his
family, he graciously accepted a trophy that signified

dedication, skill, talent and inspiration.
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Top* Honors:

VALEDICTORIANS AND SALUTATORIAN

VALEDICTORIAN — SOPHIA GRUNIN

Gabby was inducted into every academic
honor society along with the National Honor
Society. She was also a member of SADD,
YOLO, the Class of 2017 and many other school
organizations.

Over the past three years, Gabby competed
with FBLA and earned first- and second-place
awards at the state level and third place in the
district competition. She will attend Ohio State
University in the fall.

The Valley Stream Central High School District is proud to
recognize the Class of 2017 valedictorians and salutatorians.
These students have demonstrated their skills, talents,
determination and capacity for learning throughout their
high school careers, and are now preparing to move ahead,
experience the broader world and achieve their goals.
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SALUTATORIAN — GABBY REYES

Sophia was a key member of FBLA, and during her high
school career, won several prominent distinctions. These
include two first-place awards at the state level as well as
first- and fifth-place awards in the national competition.

She was inducted into every honor society and is an
exceptional athlete, musician and artist. Sophia pursued
a very rigorous AP program and will be attending
the University of South Florida to major in industrial
engineering.

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

VALEDICTORIAN — JONATHAN CHEN

SALUTATORIAN — SAHAR CARAVAN

Jonathan was consistently an active member of his
classes, exhibiting leadership both in and out of the
classroom. He was recognized with science awards in AP
Physics and Chemistry and math awards in AP Calculus AB
and Geometry.

Also a musician and athlete, Jonathan participated in
the 7-10 Downbeats, jazz band, marching band, Physical
Education Leaders group, spring and winter track teams,
varsity volleyball Team (as co-captain) and varsity tennis
(as captain). He will attend Carnegie Mellon University,
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A winner of various awards in Spanish, social
studies and math, Sahar was involved in many
clubs and activities, including the Phi Kappa
Honor Society, Language Honor Society, Math
Honor Society, Science Honor Society and
National Honor Society.

She also participated in It's Academic, the
Ecology Club and the Art Club. She will attend
Hofstra University, where she will begin her pre-

where he will study civil engineering.

VALEDICTORIAN — WESLEY TSAI

Heading to Stony Brook University with
plans to major in applied mathematics,
Wesley has accomplished many things during
his high school career. He served as the It's
Academic Quiz Bowl Team president and
Class Council ambassador and participated
in the National Honor Society, Math Honor
Society and Tri-M Music Honor Society.

Wesley was also a member of the varsity
cross-country team and chamber orchestra.

med studies.

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

SALUTATORIAN — JESSICA MA

Jessica demonstrated leadership qualities as National
Honor Society vice president, Math Honor Society treasurer
and Cultural Society co-president and choreographer, as
well as through her involvement in the Class Council and
Key Club. She was part of the Athletic, Science, Social
Studies and Tri-M Music honor societies.

Also a musician and athlete, she participated in the
district orchestra and chamber orchestra as first chair of the
cello section and played on the varsity tennis team. She will
be attending Princeton University to major in economics
and mathematics.
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Valley Stream Central, North and South high schools honored their Class
of 2017 graduates during the week of June 20. Joined by families and friends
along with members of the Board of Education and administration, seniors
concluded one phase of their educational journeys to embark upon the next.
Central’s ceremony took place on June 21 at the Tilles Center, while North
and South held their commencement exercises on June 23 at their respective

/ buildings. All three events featured inspirational remarks from principals, class
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presidents, valedictorians and salutatorians. The students took opportunities
within their speeches to reflect on memories from their years in Valley Stream
and share words of advice.

Diplomas were presented and each graduate was applauded for their
achievements and years of dedication. The district wishes the newest
Valley Stream Central High School District alumni happiness, prosperity and
excellence as they move forward in their next phase of life.

SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL
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