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The Valley Stream Central High 
School District’s Performing Arts 
Program offers an enriching set of 
opportunities for students to pursue 
aspects of the arts and develop poise, 
speech skills and confidence that will 
benefit them in all walks of life. It 
started with one level and an attendance 
of 60, and has expanded to a multiyear 
experience with an enrollment that 
continues to exceed 100.

The program is comprised of two 
levels; the first is open to anyone in 
grades 9-12 and serves as a starting 
point that provides an overview of 
the performing arts. Students commit 
four periods and rotate through 
movement (various genres of dance 
and its connection to society), theater 
arts, theater production and musical 
theater level one classes. Those who 
choose to continue can audition at 
the end of their first year with the 
prospect of being placed into an area 
of concentration – acting, dance or 
musical theater. This second level is 
also four periods with time specifically 
allotted to the concentration area. 
Acting and musical theater students 
spend one period each day involved in 
their specialty, while dance students 
have a double period every other day. 

Students can continue within the 
same concentration up until their 
graduation, or switch each year for a 
broader experience. Senior Gabrielle 
Phanord-Alexis has been in all three 
concentrations. “I’m thinking about 
going into professional work as a 
dancer, but I wanted to learn other 

aspects in addition to just dance,” she 
said. 

Niki King, also a senior, 
participated in musical theater as a 
sophomore and junior and is currently 
invested in acting. “It’s a whole 
different thing to explore,” she said. 
“It’s giving me a lot of confidence 
overall and building character.” Skills 
in both areas are useful for her goals 
to major in cinema and go into a film 

and directing career. 
The dance component was first 

initiated as a collaboration with the 
American Ballet Theatre. Students 
learn vocabulary and basic technique 
and explore ballet, jazz, modern, 
contemporary, and African and 
social dance fundamentals, as well 
as dance history. The concentration 
prepares students for studio and 
college-level work and affords them 

opportunities to choreograph. They 
focus on technique, building strength, 
agility, flexibility, form and advanced 
choreography, and the roles that dance 
has had in culture and society. Dance 
concentration students present three 
showcases each year; the next one will 
take place on March 21 and the final 
show is scheduled for May 30. 

Kayla Ferguson, a junior, was 
interested in the more in-depth focus 

(continued on page 3)

“We teach them how to take on the challenges 
of life and not give in, to keep trying.”

 – Mr. Tirino

Performing Arts students LeArn to

Reach for the Stars
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Dear Residents,

This has been an exciting school year for us here 
in Valley Stream. I am excited about our new 
online learning program; we are ahead of the 
curve in offering opportunities that will only 
grow in the future. We had a very successful first 
round, and look forward to hearing feedback 
after the second. Equally impressive is the success 
of another program, Virtual Enterprise, which 
was piloted at North as a new business learning 
experience last year and has really taken off and 
expanded. Both of these programs are further 
spotlighted in this publication. 

We are very proud to celebrate a variety of 
achievements that students have accomplished 
in academics, arts, and athletics. The assortment 
of awards reflects our commitment to cultivating 
well-rounded students dedicated to what they 
do. Our students also show great compassion and 
concern for others through their service efforts. 
Groups within each building took time during 
the fall and winter to fundraise and provide 
support to those affected by Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria, and also conducted food, clothing and 
toy drives for local people in need around the 
holidays.

Our plans for the bond projects are progressing 
as scheduled, with renovation work set to 
commence soon. South’s field work will begin this 
spring, and roofs at North and Memorial will be 
repaired this summer. As you may recall, science 
labs at all four school buildings will be updated 
to meet today’s learning standards, and bathroom 
replacements, electrical panel upgrades and 
masonry repairs throughout the district will also 
be addressed. 

Thank you for your support of our district and 
involvement in our mission to provide students 
with an excellent education. I wish you all a 
happy and safe winter recess. 

Regards,

Dr. Bill Heidenreich
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the After a successful introduction in 2016-17, 
the Virtual Enterprise program at North High 
School has expanded to include two classes and 
two business ventures, as a result of increased 
student interest.  

Using real-world business structure, students 
developed the idea for UFit, a personalized 
fitness subscription box service that provides 
customers with hand-selected health and fitness 
products on a monthly basis. They created 
Stirvana as a ready-to-blend smoothie business 
that provides customers with single-serve 
smoothie containers and a machine that blends 
the contents. Students took on various jobs, 

ranging from chief executives to marketing 
and sales roles, to carry out the plans for their 
concepts. 

The classes competed at the Long Island 
Trade Show, held in Farmingdale on Jan. 9 and 
10. They sold their products at booths as one 
component of the competition, and presented to 
potential “investors” as another.

This past November, senior John Ruddick 
received a full scholarship from LIU after 
meeting with the dean of business, continuing a 
trend started last school year when three Virtual 
Enterprise students received equally impressive 
scholarships. 

The Residency Advisory Committee met in late November to review residency statistics and legal 
updates relative to residency regulations. All Valley Stream school districts, as well as the Village of 
Valley Stream, were represented at this session, as was the residency investigator, Newville Roberts.

In an open dialogue, committee members reviewed residency statistics and addressed associated 
questions. In addition, residency hotline numbers were shared. A second meeting to take place in 
the morning is being planned for later this spring. For updates and to view information regarding 
residency policies, please visit the district’s website, www.vschsd.org, and click the “New Student 
Registration” link.  

Virtual Enterprise Grows

Residency Advisory Committee Meeting
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(continued from cover)

Performing Arts students LeArn to

Reach for the Stars
on technique after having danced 
when she was younger. Now, she will 
strive for a profession in dance. 

“We learn and grow together,” she 
said of the concentration. “Everybody 
learns something no matter what 
level they are at.” The Theater Arts 
class provides a foundation for on-
stage performance and encourages 
students to explore improvisation, 
monologues, scenes and ensemble 
work. Theater 

Production, just added this 
school year, probes lighting, sound 
equipment, costume design, 
set design, stage makeup, stage 
management and technical crew 
operations. Students gain experience 
directing and writing their own pieces 
collaboratively. For one unit, class 
members created period costumes out 
of trash bags and duct tape. 

The acting concentration is very 
ensemble-based and encompasses 
acting, movement, voice and speech 
methods; play and playwright 
studies; analysis and criticism 
skills; exploration of directing; and 
developing original work. Many 
presented their own directed pieces 
at the Evening of One Acts, held 
on Jan. 19, and the students are 
currently preparing for the annual 
Shakespeare Scene Competition at 
Hofstra University. They will present 
a selection from “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” and have spent time 
practicing the physicality of fairies, 
nobles and other characters from 
the story and discussing the specific 
factors involved in different types of 
movements, such as direction and 
where to lead from.

“In the future I want to be a 
performer, so I use this as a way 
of learning the arts via singing, 
acting and dancing,” said Jeremy 
Mallari, a junior who is in the acting 
concentration. He noted the positive 
impact that support from the teachers 
gives the students. 

The musical theater concentration 
consists of two facets, vocal and 
movement. Techniques are designed 
to improve posture, resonance, 
diction and breath support, and 

students learn to practice stage 
presence and character portrayal. 
Maham Khan, a sophomore with a 
passion for singing, described her 
favorite project in which students 
discussed and related to a song from 
the Broadway musical “Dear Evan 
Hansen.” 

“We’re building students’ 
confidence so that they feel better 
in their skin,” said teacher Patrick 
Tirino. “We teach them how to take 
on the challenges of life and not give 
in, to keep trying.” 

 “I think this program is probably 
really different from other high 
school theater programs,” senior 
Kristen Smith said. “They’re not 
training us to be a star, just getting us 
to make our presence known. It takes 
you out of your comfort zone and 
pushes you to do things you never 
thought you could.” She hopes to 
attend Carnegie Mellon University 
and aspires to be on Broadway as well 
as do film and television work. 

There are also two half-year 
electives within the Performing 

Arts Program. Shakespeare and the 
Stage engages students in reading, 
writing about, analyzing, interpreting 
and modernizing Shakespeare’s 
works, while Intro to Film covers 
film’s history, techniques, criticism 
elements and relation to literature. 
Next year, an Audition Prep class 
will be added as well as a Scene 
Study course that focuses on two-
person scenes. Every Performing Arts 
student can receive automatic entry 
into the Thespian Honor Society 
and Dance Honor Society, and many 
participate in extracurricular events, 
including Central’s musical, drama 
production, One Acts (short scenes 
and plays) and annual dance concert 
and dance ensemble.

The Performing Arts Program has 
produced numerous success stories, 
with alumni who have professions 
in acting, dance, stage management, 
entertainment law, costume and 
events and promotions. One graduate 
has a role in the Prime series, 
“Marvelous Ms. Maisel.” Another did 

a national Broadway tour in addition 
to TV, print and commercial work. 

In addition to the impressive 
careers that have been launched, 
students have expressed they are 
better prepared in college as a result 
of the exercises and concepts they 
practice. The program teaches 
them how to present themselves, 
with emphasis on posture, vocal 
projection, speaking and reading 
aloud. The students, teachers say, 
take the courses very seriously. “We 
want them to appreciate the amount 
of work that goes on backstage,” 
Kristen said. “There are more jobs 
backstage than on stage.” 

Moreover, participants value 
the connections they develop from 
the experience. Students from each 
concentration expressed that they 
feel like a family, close-knit, with a 
support group they have gotten to 
know well. The concentrations bring 
students from different buildings 
together, where they establish lasting 
bonds.



4
V a l l e y  S t r e a m  C e n t r a l  H I G H  S C H o o l  d I S t r I C t

Around Achievements

Valley Stream schools have had a triumphant year in 
the area of athletics thus far. Programs, individual athletes 
and teams alike earned recognitions for their exemplary 
sportsmanship and determination. 

For the first time in district history, all three senior high 
schools were acknowledged by the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association as Schools of Excellence 
for their athletic programs’ commitment to promoting 
good sportsmanship. Athletic Directors Joanna Katz, 
Michael Frazer and John Kostkowicz of Central, North and 
South, respectively, lead their departments in emphasizing 
many positive initiatives. 

Central High School junior Christina Mui was named a first place/Best in Show winner for 
her colored pencil drawing in the Nassau County High School Student Juried Art Competi-
tion and Exhibition. She created her piece, “Cee-Cee and Penny,” as part of her AP Studio Art 
portfolio. Last year, she won the Promising Young Artist Award from the Heckscher Museum as 
part of the Long Island’s Best Young Artists Exhibition.  

North High School student Slaed St. Paul won second place in the American Association of 
Teachers of French Nassau County Chapter’s Annual French Poetry Competition. This annual 
contest allows students learning French to compete in either recitation of famous French poetry 
or the composition of original poetry. 

Slaed entered Level 5, the most challenging category. His poem “L’Amour,” explored the 
theme of love and how it can be found in the world around us. He was also invited by two of 
the event’s leaders to work as an assistant for the recitation competition. 

Slaed St. Paul with Valley Stream North High School Principal David Trizano and ENL Teacher Melissa Mazzeo. 

South High School eighth-grader Keren Dial was named a winner in the Shanti Fund’s 2018 
Peace Poster Contest. She was awarded $701 and her artwork will appear in the organization’s 
calendar. Keren entered the competition last school year. Her illustration, which was created 
with markers, was also selected as the cover for volume five of South’s Trials of Society literary 
art magazine. 

South High School eighth-grader Keren Dial with Principal Maureen Henry. 

Shining

Central student wins top art award

north student wins seCond plaCe for 
frenCh poetry

south art student wins Contest for 
peaCe design

District Director of Health, Physical Education and Athletics Scott Stueber, Central High School 
teacher Britt Klein, Adam Birch, Theodore Savitt, Nicholas Hernandez, Caitlyn Lopeck, Cassie 
Saracino, Rebecca Colgan, North High School teacher Sharon Zovich and South High School 
teacher John Kostkowicz. 

Sports Arena
in the 
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Around the District
Numerous achievements have taken place throughout the 

district this fall and winter. Students have proven themselves 
to be dedicated learners who invest time and effort into their 
endeavors. As a result of their commitment, talent and interest, 
Valley Stream programs continue to flourish and the schools 
celebrate awards and honors.

Memorial Junior High School’s entire seventh-grade class acknowledged everyday heroes dur-
ing Hero Day, held on Jan. 11. This celebratory gathering served as an opportunity to acknowl-
edge the role models who make a positive impact and provide inspiration. 

Leading up to this event, seventh-grade ELA classes discussed questions that focused on 
identifying heroes in society and ordinary life. Students wrote essays paying tribute to their own 
heroes and then wrote invitations to the event.

Hero Day was developed as a way to promote and appreciate the positive behavior and values 
that heroes exhibit, as well as provide students with an opportunity to realize the value of cel-
ebrating relationships. 

Valley Stream schools have had a triumphant year in 
the area of athletics thus far. Programs, individual athletes 
and teams alike earned recognitions for their exemplary 
sportsmanship and determination. 

For the first time in district history, all three senior high 
schools were acknowledged by the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association as Schools of Excellence 
for their athletic programs’ commitment to promoting 
good sportsmanship. Athletic Directors Joanna Katz, 
Michael Frazer and John Kostkowicz of Central, North and 
South, respectively, lead their departments in emphasizing 
many positive initiatives. 

Six students were recognized as Outstanding Physical 
Education Students by the New York State Association 
of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance - 
Nassau Zone. Rebecca Colgan and Adam Birch of Central, 
Cassie Saracino and Theodore Savitt of North, and Caitlyn 
Lopeck and Nicholas Hernandez of South were nominated 
for this distinction based on their demonstration of 
qualities such as physical activity and fitness, leadership, 
community involvement and good sportsmanship. 

Athletes from North and South high schools competed 
in the Conference 5 Winter Track championship. North’s 
boys and girls teams both won their respective conference 

championships while numerous athletes won their events. 
North’s Ariana Paul, Isabellah Paul and Caryn Martin along 
with South’s Tiara McDougle, Jessica Sierzega and Lindsey 
Smith dominated the long jump, which Tiara won. 

Other conference champions included, from North: 
Dan Araneo, Javier Blyth, Blain Candelario, Juel Charles, 
Ugonne Erondu, Gavin Gray, Timothy Hutchinson, Shane 
Johnson, Marissa McCaffery, Chrys Philemon, Danielle 
Phillip, Jacob Schoenfeld, Idalis St. Juste and Lenz St. Vil.

Champions from South included Ismail Abdullah, 
DeAnna Martin, Chibugo Obichere, Christopher Peralta, 
and Lindsey Smith.

The 2016-17 publication of South High School’s literary magazine, Trials of Society, has 
been selected to receive a rank of Recommended for Highest Award in the National Council 
of Teachers of English’s 2017 Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary Magazines. 
This is the top distinction that can be achieved through this program and South’s first time 
earning the title. The publication also fared well in the American Scholastic Press Association’s 
program, winning First Place with Special Merit. Alumni Ricky Vargas and Chelsea Hicks were 
presented with “Outstanding Overall Artist” and “Outstanding Art” recognitions, respectively. 

Sophomore Tazein Shah, Staff Artist; junior Imman Shah, managing editor; eighth-grader Keren Dial, Cover Artist with 
teacher Lorene Bossong and Principal Maureen Henry.

An award-winning team of seven science research students from Central High School had 
the incredible opportunity of witnessing a surgery at Northwell Franklin Hospital. The group, 
which secured the $9,000 grand prize at Northwell Health’s Spark! Challenge competition last 
spring, was invited to visit the hospital and observe an actual medical procedure.  

Juniors Aleena Abraham, Maheen Babar, Kayla Dhanipersaud, Melisha Gonseka, Patricia 
Joseph, Ronie Rocca and Khadija Zahid scrubbed up, stood 4 feet from the operating table 
and watched a gallbladder removal and a hernia repair take place right before their eyes as they 
experienced the world of science and medicine.  

Central’s grand prize winners observe 
MediCal proCedures

south’s literary Magazine takes top 
press awards

MeMorial’s suCCess starts with role 
Models
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This past fall, a new world of possibilities was 
introduced to Valley Stream students through 
an Online Learning Academy partnership with 
Nassau BOCES. This initiative, which was in the 
planning phases since last spring, presents a new 
menu of half-credit electives without requiring 
the classroom space, scheduling or budgeting that 
would ordinarily come with in-school courses. 

The district experimented with online learning 
for credit recovery several years ago, and after 
witnessing its success, decided to expand this 
platform to the general population as a means to 
offer opportunities that students otherwise would 
not have. At this point, Valley Stream Central High 
School District is the only Nassau County school 
district providing such a program, free of charge. 
For Nassau BOCES, it serves as a pilot experience 
to potentially open doors for more collaborations. 

In the first semester, approximately 30 juniors 
and seniors enrolled in the online electives and 
expressed positive feedback. Veterinary Science was 
the most popular the first semester, while other 
courses included Entrepreneurship: Starting Your 
Business and Introduction to Social Media. Game 
Design I, Health Sciences: The Whole Individual 
and Music Appreciation: The Enjoyment of 
Listening have been added for the second semester. 
Many students stated, upon completion, that the 
entire experience also helped them develop time-

management and organization skills as they took 
responsibility for checking assignments posted by 
teachers and staying on track with their attendance. 

Students can take the classes at their 
convenience and are even able to attend virtual 
extra-help sessions. Most log in and work from 
home, but they can do so anywhere that a 
computer and internet are accessible and are 
welcome to use their buildings’ libraries. 

Prior to the second semester, Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
Dr. Thomas Troisi and Director of Instructional 
Services Christian Bowen visited 11th-grade 
English classes at each of the high schools to 
present an overview of the program and its 
benefits. The district offers an extensive array 
of in-school courses, and the online learning 
capabilities enable students to delve deeper into 
their interests, further expand their knowledge and 
investigate specific areas of study without any travel 
or expenses. 

Students can uncover the factors involved in 
operating a business, learn to create video game 
plans from scratch, understand complex medical 
challenges and solutions, explore ways to maximize 
the benefits of social media, discover ways to 
connect with music and receive coaching in how 
to care for and diagnose conditions in a variety of 
animals. 

Senior Nicholas Lohier, who aspires to become 
a vet, was excited to participate in the Veterinary 
Science course. “It helped me better understand 
veterinary science, and I got to learn new things,” 
he said. “It offered information that is useful to 
anyone.” 

The online instructors are all certified New York 
State teachers. North High School teacher Anthony 
Montemarano taught one class, and the district is 
hoping to recruit more of its faculty members. 

The current catalog of online electives was 
selected specifically based on the district’s goal to 
present online courses that differ significantly from 
those offered in the buildings. Nassau BOCES 
has a more extensive catalog of courses that 
may become available to students in the future, 
depending on the progress and direction of the 
program. 

The Online Learning Academy is opening up 
new doors – a student who took the social media 
course became eligible for an internship, and 
overall, students have opportunities to learn about 
subjects beyond those typically offered in high 
schools and can get a head start in determining 
their areas of interest for the future. 

“The world of college and work is changing,” 
said Dr. Troisi. “In order to keep students 
competitive, we felt the opportunity to take online 
courses would serve them well.” 

VSCHSD Launches Online Learning Academy 

Online electives provide:
•  Half a credit per course.
•  A head start on college majors and careers.  
•  Stronger time-management skills.
•   Communication with teachers and extra 

help sessions.
•   Convenient login from any computer with 

internet.
•   Potential for opportunities such as 

internships.

“In order to 
keep students 
competitive, 
we felt the 
opportunity 
to take online 
courses would 
serve them well.” 

- Dr. Troisi. 
6
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As the district enters the preliminary phase of 
the budget development process each year, a day 
of building tours is held as an opportunity to 
review potential capital improvements and facility 
upgrades. Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich and other administrators, along with 
members of the Board of Education and residents, 
gathered on Jan. 6 and walked through each of the 
four schools. 

Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
Operations Dr. Wayne Loper guided the group 
and discussed the facilities’ current conditions 
and areas for consideration. School principals also 
explained the buildings’ issues and possibilities 
for improvements. Dr. Loper also noted that the 
district is finishing up an Energy Performance 
Contract that has reduced electric bills by close to 
40 percent. 

Twenty-six capital projects identified as Priority 
1 (highly critical) are being recommended for 
the 2017-18 budget at a total estimated cost of 
$896,000. This year, there is a budget line item 
for new classroom furniture at each building to 
encourage more collaborative learning. A multiyear 
$100,000 plan to start replacing instrument 
inventory has been put in place, as approximately 
one-third of the current items are from prior 
to 2000. Elevator replacements are on the list 
for North, South and Memorial, and furniture 
upgrades and miscellaneous concrete and blacktop 
repairs are slated for all four schools. 

North High School’s $247,000 project proposal 
includes weight room upgrades, wrestling mat 
replacements, choral risers, renovation of several 

classrooms and the Dean’s Office, and piano 
replacement.  

For South High School, a total of $290,000 
in improvements was identified. This includes 
gymnasium flooring repair, the creation of a 
research room in the library, weight room upgrades 
and pole vault padding accessories. 

A total of $119,000 in recommended capital 
projects for Central High School would cover 
conference room furniture and carpeting, 
gymnasium flooring repair and wrestling mat 
replacement. 

The improvements and upgrades at Memorial 

Junior High School amount to $140,000 and 
include conference room furniture and carpeting, 
pole vault padding accessories and gymnasium 
flooring repair.

In addition to these items, several others 
will be recommended within a separate capital 
reserve proposition for the 2018-19 school year. 
The Board of Education will continue to discuss 
and consider the improvements that have been 
presented as the May budget vote approaches. At 
this point, no final decisions have been made as 
far as items that will be included in the operating 
budget for next year. 

Priority Projects Reviewed During Building Tours
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Featured Teacher: Jeanne Stack

Dates to Remember
Feb. 19-Feb 23:

Winter Recess, Schools Closed

Monday, Feb. 26:
Schools Reopen

NHS Senior High Competition Week
MJHS Foreign Language Week

NHS Trivia & Sports Challenge 4 p.m.
District Music Festival Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
District Music Festival Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 28:
MJHS Heritage Night 6 p.m.

District Music Festival Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Friday, March 2:
NHS Class Acts 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 3:
SHS World Cultural Night 5:30 p.m.

Monday, March 5:
SHS Foreign Language Week
District Music Festival Chorus 

Rehearsals 7-9 p.m.
SHS Parents Club 7:15 p.m.

Tuesday, March 6:
District Music Festival Orchestra 

Rehearsals 7-9 p.m.
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, March 7:
NHS All Honor Societies Induction 

Dress Rehearsal 3 p.m.
District Music Festival Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Thursday, March 8:
CHS Senior Pasta Dinner 5 p.m. @ 

Café
NHS All Honor Societies Induction 7 p.m.

Friday, March 9:
Progress Reports Posted

SHS PTSA Supermarket Sweeps 7 p.m.
MJHS Sports Night 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 10:
CHS/NHS SAT Exam

Valley Stream Legislative Breakfast  
9 a.m. @ MJHS

Monday, March 12:
District Music Festival Band Rehearsals 

7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, March 13:
District Music Festival Chorus 

Rehearsals 7-9 p.m.
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, March 14:
MJHS/SHS Pi Day

CHS Pi Day 3:30 p.m. @ Gym
SHS Family Math Night 6:30 p.m.

NHS Spartan Club Meeting 7:30 p.m.
District Music Festival Orchestra 

Rehearsals 7-9 p.m.

Thursday, March 15:
SHS PTSA Bake Sale

MJHS Basketball Tournament 3 p.m.
District Music Festival Dress Rehearsal 

6-9 p.m.
NHS PTSA Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Friday, March 16:
District Music Festival Elementary 

School Concert 9:45 a.m.
District Music Festival Scholarship 

Concert 8 p.m. @ CHS Aud.

Saturday, March 17:
Weather Date District Music Festival 8 

p.m. @ CHS Aud. 

Monday, March 19:
CHS/NHS Foreign Language Week

CHS Express Yourself 4 p.m.
SHS National Honor Society Induction 

7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 20: 
CHS LOTE Spelling Bee 3:30 p.m. @ Library

Wednesday, March 21:
CHS Performing Arts Showcase  

6:30 p.m. @ Aud. 

Thursday, March 22:
CHS Represent Your Roots Day 

MJHS Winter Athletic Dinner 6:30 p.m.

Friday, March 23:
CHS LOTE Heritage Night 6 p.m.

NHS International Cultural Fair 6:30 p.m.
SHS JH Talent Show 7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 27:
SHS Honor Societies 7 p.m.

CHS National Honor Society Induction 
7 p.m.

Thursday, March 29:
MJHS Career & Dress for Success Day

Friday, March 30:
Good Friday, Schools Closed

April 2-April 6:
Spring Recess, Schools Closed

Monday, April 9:
Schools Reopen

CHS National Library Week
VS Council of PTAs Meeting @

Brooklyn School
NYSESLAT Speaking Exams Begin
MJHS Autism Awareness Kickoff

SHS Parents & PTSA Budget Meeting 
7:15 p.m.

Tuesday, April 10:
NHS National Junior Honor Society 
Induction Dress Rehearsal 3 p.m.

CHS Mandatory Parent Prom Meeting 
7 p.m. @ Aud.  

BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, April 11:
ELA Exam Grades 7 & 8

CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m. @ CHS
SEPTA Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ MJHS Library

Thursday, April 12:
SHS Science Symposium

NHS National Junior Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony 7 p.m.

Friday, April 13:  
Third Marking Period Ends

CHS Drama Production 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 14:
CHS Drama Production 2 & 7 p.m.

MJHS Coffee Talk 9 a.m.

A special education teacher at South 
High School since 1981, Jeanne Stack 
will retire this year, leaving behind a 
legacy. The life skills teacher runs a 
job development program that she was 
integral in building as a way to equip 
students with skills beyond those that are 
acquired in a classroom. 

The program, which has expanded 
substantially since Ms. Stack started it 
about 10 years ago, enables students 
to develop interpersonal and job skills. 
They go off-site for job training at 
locations including De Palma Florist, 
Staples, Trader Joe’s, Valley Caterers and 
others, where they spend three hours at 
a time anywhere from one to three days 
a week. Some have been hired by the 
businesses they served. They learn how 
to socialize, help customers and fulfill 

workplace responsibilities. 
“The rewarding part is giving students 

a direction,” Ms. Stack said. 
The school-business partnerships 

were all established through Ms. Stack, 
who has developed a comprehensive 
schedule each year. She reached out to 
the local establishments, initiated the 
opportunities and sustained positive 
relationships that benefit both the 
district and community. Every June, she 
has helped to coordinate a Community 
Breakfast at which South takes the 
time to express appreciation to the 
participating businesses.

As a life skills educator, Ms. Stack 
teaches practical English, math and 
health. Students learn to understand 
discounts and money-related topics so 
that they will be prepared for tasks such 

as food shopping, eating healthy, and 
how to call a doctor and describe medical 
symptoms. Her class is reading the book 
“Crenshaw” by Katherine Applegate and 
applying it to lessons.

The group takes numerous field trips 
and does travel training, so that students 
are prepared to use public transportation 
as adults. Ms. Stack also supports them 
in activities like Center Stage and 
Challenger Basketball.  

Ms. Stack is passionate about giving 
back to the community and involves 
students in initiatives such as cleanups at 
Hewlett House. Her class also conducts 
an annual holiday gift wrapping event 
for South staff members in exchange for 
donations, which they use to purchase 
items for the Toys for Tots charity. 
Her goal for students is to “help them 

become the best person they can.” 
A Holtsville resident and mother of 

two, Ms. Stack attended Farmingdale 
State College and SUNY Geneseo for 
her bachelor’s degree and obtained her 
master’s degree from Adelphi University. 
She enjoys reading, gardening, cooking 
and is active within her church. She 
hopes to do some traveling in her 
retirement.

South High School Special Education Teacher 
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