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The district’s Career and Technical Education 
Department provides unique opportunities for 
students to delve into specific areas of interest 
beyond general academic subjects. With college 
and career readiness being an underlying objective, 
specialized courses are designed to provide a head 
start. Cosmetology and Culinary Arts are three-
period courses housed at Central High School and 
open to students from North and South as well, 
while a variety of business classes are offered across 
the buildings. 

In-house cosmetology programs are rare among 
most public high schools, but with three senior 
high schools, Valley Stream benefits significantly 
from the opportunity. The classes teach all the 
basics and techniques that outside professional 
cosmetology courses would provide, but without 
the high admission fees. Participants are equipped 
with the skills and knowledge necessary for the 
New York State Cosmetology Licensing Exam 
and can go into an extensive world beyond salon 
employment, such as specific areas of theater 
makeup or magazine work.

Approximately 50 juniors and seniors are 
enrolled. Juniors learn and practice manicures, 
facials, conditioning treatments, blow-drying and 
roller sets, while seniors study chemicals and do 
perm-care, hair color, lightening and chemical 
relaxing. They complete four haircuts in a school 
year, on mannequins with human hair, and 
experiment with color using mock supplies before 
advancing to actual treatments. The processes 
also involve lessons in sanitation, skin disorders, 
bacteriology and more. 

The cosmetology learning environment features 
a typical classroom section as well as a salon studio. 
Students use textbooks and study the theory 
components and then put their knowledge to 
the test, completing techniques on one another 
and alternating days so that everyone has an 
opportunity. This format prepares them for the 
licensing exam, which contains both written and 

practical portions. 
The licensing exam requires 1,000 

training hours, which students complete 
through class time as well as project work 
and salon visits. Some students already 
have part-time jobs in salons, and graduates 
boast numerous success stories. One 
alumnus is now the head colorist at Cactus 
Salon in Plainview, and another does bridal 
work all over the world. 

The classes attend the International 
Beauty Show at the Javits Convention 
Center every spring and participate in a 
competition each May at the Long Island 
Cosmetology Teacher’s Guild, where three 
Valley Stream students won awards last year. 

“This is important, it gives them 
a focus,” teacher Barbara Liotti said 
of the program. “Once they practice 
on a live person you see the sense of 
accomplishment. It’s a confidence boost and 
makes such a difference.” 

There are plenty of opportunities for 
others at Central and within the district to 
take advantage of the talents and resources 
available in the cosmetology studio. Salon 
Days are held every Thursday and Friday 
from October through May at 8 a.m., no 
appointments necessary. Customers may 
come in for manicures, facials, conditioning 
treatments, cut or color, and are charged 
only for the products that are used. 

The Culinary Arts Program, taught 
by Peter Augello, involves sophomores, juniors 
and seniors and is comprised of several courses. 
The hands-on kitchen atmosphere was designed 
to mimic a restaurant and, like cosmetology, 
also features a classroom section with desks. 
Collaboration is key, and safety is a priority. 

The Commercial Foods course provides 
students with a culinary background comparable 
to what they would acquire at the college 

level. Gourmet Food focuses on ingredients, 
food groups, nutrition and trends, while the 
International Food class explores the impact of 
geography. Students also learn about budgeting a 
restaurant, taking care of equipment and safety. 
They study food allergies and health and sanitation 
protocol. 

On a typical school day, students in the kitchen 
might be found studying proper knife techniques 

Career and Technical Education Department  
Builds Strong Future Workforce

“The benefits of these programs 
speak for themselves whenever 

we have a chance to witness 
the expertise that is being 

cultivated within our students.”

(continued on page 2)



2 V a l l e y  S t r e a m  C e n t r a l  H I G H  S ch  o o l  d is  t r ic  t

Dear Residents,

The 2017-18 school year had a great start! I 
was proud to witness smooth openings and an 
eagerness to learn in all of the buildings. Many 
of our staff members dedicated portions of 
their summers to professional development that 
supports the forward movement of our programs. 

We are especially excited about the launch of 
the AP Capstone initiative, which has been 
well-received by students and staff members at 
Central, North and South. We look forward to 
presenting our first set of AP Capstone diplomas, 
which are highly regarded by colleges, starting in 
2020.  

This year brings some staffing increases as 
budgeted for back in May, with the addition 
of several teaching positions, supervisory aides 
(security guards) and part-time athletic trainers 
at Central, North and South high schools. Our 
district has already celebrated a number of 
outstanding achievements including National 
Merit Commended students at Central, North 
and South. Our AP Scholars numbers continue 
to climb, with a total well over the 300 mark. 
Accomplishments in areas beyond academics have 
been coming in consistently as well with All-State 
musicians and a Scholar-Artist, among other 
prestigious recognitions. 

Discrepancies over the Green Acres Mall PILOT 
(Payment in Lieu of Taxes) matter continue. 
As we announced in the summer, the Town of 
Hempstead Industrial Development Agency 
(IDA) revoked the financial assistance provided to 
the Green Acres Mall and Green Acres Commons 
in the form of a PILOT agreement. The IDA 
and mall owners just recently returned to court 
in October. We are very concerned about the 
tax burden that our homeowners will face and 
continue to be in close communication with our 
fellow advocates in hopes to restore the properties 
to their previous taxable status.

Thank you for your continued interest and 
support in the education of our students.

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the

by cutting onions as a prelude to making sauce, 
or learning to separate eggs and use folding 
procedures while making angel food cakes. 
Countless other lessons are encompassed within 
units involving cakes, breads, stocks, soups, 
sauces, pies and cookies. 

Students run a breakfast club three times a 
week and cater school and district events. The 
Culinary Classic is a highly anticipated occasion 
that serves as a practical exam for every last 
detail, from napkin folding to food serving. The 
group also visits colleges with culinary programs 
each year for those interested in pursuing the 
field after high school. One graduate went into 
the Navy and then into the culinary industry, 
and now cooks on an aircraft carrier. Another 
works in a Vermont-based cheese company, and 
several have gone into the pastry and bakery 
industries. 

The culinary and cosmetology students alike 
make significant contributions to the district 
and community and raise funds to support 
their programs. Cosmetology classes do makeup 
for theater production cast members, provide 
hairstyles and makeup for Central’s annual Pink 
Fair, and offer manicures and hair treatments at 
the districtwide Lights on for Education event. 
The culinary classes cook food for Central’s pep 
rally, which serves approximately 300 students, 
and also prepare refreshments for Back to School 
Night, parent-teacher conferences and bake 
sales. They also sell and serve lunch and baked 

goods to faculty members. 
The Business Education program also fits 

into the CTE scope, and provides students with 
knowledge that will be used in almost every 
career. Students make use of technology in 
authentic experiences through courses offered 
as electives. Several are available for college 
credit in addition to high school credit, and 
CTE-endorsed diplomas can be earned if certain 
criteria are met. 

To be eligible for the special diploma, 
students are required to take Career and Money 
Management and Computers for Business. They 
must also choose either College Accounting, 
Business Law, Marketing or Criminal Justice 
and must additionally select two courses that 
fall within the information processing, financial 
or marketing categories. These are more specific 
and present opportunities for students to 
explore their own interests and goals through 
classes such as Virtual Enterprise, Sports and 
Entertainment Marketing, Criminal Justice, 
Business Law and College Learning Strategies.

“We are very proud to offer so much to 
our students and give everyone a chance to 
find their niche,” said Director of Instruction, 
Funded Programs, Grants and Adult Education 
Christian Bowen. “The benefits of these 
programs speak for themselves whenever we have 
a chance to witness the expertise that is being 
cultivated within our students.” 

Career and Technical Education Department  
Builds Strong Future Workforce

(continued from cover)
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STUDENTS

Central, North and South high schools 
are each proud to congratulate seniors 
who were identified as National Merit 
Commended Students based on their 
Preliminary SAT results. This distinction 

is presented through the National Merit 
Scholarship Program, an academic 
competition for recognition and scholarships. 

Aianne Urgel from Central, Chole 
Cossentino and Mohammad Qadri from 

North, and Joseph Campbell, Nicholas Chen, 
Adejuwon Fasanya and David Manikas from 
South are all dedicated scholars who have 
contributed significantly to their schools and 
classes. 

2017-18 
Board of Education

7

The Valley Stream Central High School District 
welcomed several new Board of Education members 
as the 2017-18 school year began. The Board, 
pictured with Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich, is comprised of President William Stris, 
Vice President John Maier and Trustees Kenneth 
Cummings, Dr. Sean Douglas, Armando Hernandez, 
James Lavery, Lisa Pellicane, Toni Pomerantz and 
Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon.

Central High School senior and National 
Merit Commended Student Aianne Urgel with 
Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio. 

North High School senior 
Rebekah Buon has been selected 
as a Long Island Scholar Artist 
for the 2017-18 school year. 
This distinction, presented by 
the Long Island Arts Alliance, 
recognizes students who excel 
academically and in one of 
several artistic categories. 
Rebekah was awarded in Media 
Arts for her photography.

Two students have been selected to 
participate in the New York State School 
Music Association’s All-State ensembles, 
and seven were accepted as alternates. 
Performers will take the spotlight at the 
2017 NYSSMA Winter Conference in 
December. 

From Central, senior Kristen Smith 
will participate in the Mixed Chorus, 
and North High School senior Chloe 
Cossentino joins the Symphonic 

Band. Seniors Naima Alakham and 
Dominique Coppin were chosen as 
alternates for Chorus. Representing 
North as alternates are junior Kailyn 
Fan for Orchestra, seniors Jessica 
Buontempo and Geralyn Jones for 
Chorus and junior Amelia Cossentino 
for the Symphonic Band. South 
High School senior Nicole Pellman 
was selected as an alternate for the 
Symphonic Orchestra. 

National Merit Commended Students from South High School, Joseph Campbell, David 
Manikas, Adejuwon Fasanya and Nicholas Chen, with Principal Maureen Henry. 

Chole Cossentino and Mohammad Qadri from North High 
School were named National Merit Commended Students. 

National Merit Commended Students

Earn All-State Honors Scholar-ArtistMusicians



Spirits were high for families and 

fans at Central High School during its 

homecoming festivities on Saturday, 

Oct. 21. Held at Fireman’s Field, the 

football game placed the Eagles 

against Garden City’s Trojans for a 

tough and exciting match. 

Festivities began the day prior, 

when a pep rally held at the high 

school boosted enthusiasm for 

the subsequent game. Community 

members of all ages came out and 

packed the stands with blue in support 

of their home team. Senior football 

players were walked out onto the field 

by their parents, to the applause of 

cheerleaders and teammates. 

Adam Birch and Nazia Seelochan 

were named homecoming king and 

queen, and halftime featured a 

banner parade based on the 

event’s “Decades” theme. The 

band and cheerleaders kept 

spectators and athletes filled with 

energy and determination. 

4 V a l l e y  S t r e a m  C e n t r a l  H I G H  S ch  o o l  d is  t r ic  t

Homecoming 2017
Central School Spirit Shines 

The Valley Stream North High School 
Spartans took a 35-16 victory over the Roslyn 
Bulldogs in an exciting 2017 homecoming game 
on Sept. 16. Spectators and cheerleaders were filled 
with spirit as they rooted for their home team. 

As is a tradition at North, a Varsity Breakfast 
honored senior athletes. A parade presented 
banners created by and representative of students 
in grades 7-11, all based on this year’s “Around 
the World” theme. The classes displayed their 
well-designed, carefully constructed banners in a 

A homecoming win for North HS Spartans 

 at Homecoming
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Spirit, Pride and Tradition Homecoming 2017

friendly competition that was won by the ninth-
graders. 

The game kicked off at 2 p.m. and included 
a halftime show that featured the cheerleaders, 
kickline and marching band. The bleachers were 
packed with fans wearing green in support of 
North. 

A pep rally was held the day prior and 
included the crowning of Shane Johnson and 
Megan Restivo as homecoming king and queen. A 
dance followed later that evening. 

South High School celebrated its 
annual homecoming festivities on 
Friday, Oct. 20 and Saturday, Oct. 
21. The two days featured several 
traditional occasions, including two 
pep rallies, dances, a festival, a parade 
around the track and a victorious 
football game.

The student classes and clubs 
displayed banners as the marching 
band provided music. The marching 
band received spotlight again during 
halftime, along with the talented 
and spirited colorguard, cheerleaders, 
kickline and step squad. Seniors Tiara 
McDougle and Nick Hernandez were 
crowned 2017 homecoming queen and 
king.

The Falcons demonstrated 
their athletic skill and excellent 
sportsmanship in a strong game against 
the Oyster Bay Baymen that ended 
in a 32-14 win. Applause and cheers 
rose from the bleachers in support of 
South High School throughout the four 
quarters. 

A homecoming win for North HS Spartans 

South Rejoices Over 
Homecoming Triumph
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Valley Stream CHSD Honors AP Scholars

National AP Scholar (granted to 
students who receive an average 
score of at least 4 on all AP 
exams taken, and scores of 4 or 
higher on eight or more of these 
exams)

Central High School: 
Islam, Aamir K.
You, Jesse
Zaki, Jeenia

North High School: 
Canny, Tara
Danna, Trevor G.
Fornells, Lauren
Lotlikar, Piyusha S.
Qadri, Mohammad M

South High School: 
Bricker, Nelson
Brunner, Christopher M.
Campbell, Joseph D.
Manikas, David
Tarrant, Nicholas J.
Tsai, Wesley
Vulaj, Amberley K.

AP Scholar with Distinction 
(granted to students who receive 
an average score of at least 3.5 on 
all AP exams taken, and scores 
of 3 or higher on five or more of 
these exams) 

Central High School: 
Balkaran, Bianca A. 
Barnwell, Samantha
Bassaragh, Deanna K.
Bhatti, Mutahira T.
Birch, Adam A.
Caramihai, Nicholas
Chukwuma, Ogochukwu C. 
Ciceron, Raylana H.
Demas, Eleni
Diaz, Matthew R. 
Erazo, Adrian M. 
Estinville, Mayer
Farrell, Christopher Z.
Garcia, Valery N. 
Guilbaud, Rachel N. 
Gutierrez, Alesha
Gutierrez, Hjalmar 
Heeralal, Melanie 
Islam, Aamir K. 
Lyallpuri, Robby 
Mirville, Amanda E. 
Nin, Justin 
Oconnell, Hayley T.
Okoli, Chinonyelum F. 
Osmani, Tasnova A.
Parola, Claude B. 
Presto, Aaron J. 
Robles, Roderick B. 
Santana, Dayra N. 
Shaikh, Mena
Singh, Partik
Val, Jonathan P. 
Victor, Alisha P. 
Wardak, Rowaida N.
You, Jesse
Zaki, Jeenia

North High School: 
Barone, Angelena V.
Bernier, Bianca A.
Canny, Tara
Chen, Jonathan
Cossentino, Amelia M.
Cossentino, Chloe
Danna, Trevor G.
Darshan, Tristan T.
Disibio, Jessica R.
Fornells, Lauren
Grand-Pierre, Gabriella
Hernandez, Pablo j.
Irving, Tyesha D.
Johnson, Shane
Ladino, Valeria S.
Lotlikar, Piyusha S.
Qadri, Mohammad M.
Raja, Hassan
Russo, Michael A.
Saracino, Cassie
Schoenfeld, Rebecca
Seelan, Nithin
Shapiro, Jared J.
Testani, Benjamin M.
Thomson, Benjamin      
Thomson, Sophia

South High School: 
Ballesteros, Ann Denise H.
Bricker, Nelson
Brunner, Christopher M.
Campbell, Joseph D.
Chen, Nicholas T.
Farias, Nicolas i.
Fredericks, Emilio P.
Harnanan, Ryan R.
Ma, Jessica
Maloney, Virginia F.
Manikas, David
Nelson, Eric L.
Possidel, Christopher J.
Rodriguez, Kelly
Rogers, Thomas E.
Tarrant, Nicholas J.
Tsai, Wesley
Vargas, Ricky
Voytelmgum, Maya
Vulaj, Amberley K.
Wallace, Brian H.

AP Scholar with Honor (granted 
to students who receive an 
average score of at least 3.25 on 
all AP exams taken, and scores 
of 3 or higher on four or more of 
these exams)

Central High School: 
Bisnar, Ayana
Bonilla, Kyle J.
Burchell, Stephanie M.
Clegg, Leah N.
Colgan, Rebecca G.
Demas, Lena C. 
Elhoriny, Omar
Emefiele, Charles
Fernandez, Che h.
Gonzalez, Yamileth
Grunin, Sophia C.
Ilyas, Hajra 
Mendoza, Sasha N.
Mian, Asadullah

Mitto, Christopher H.
Morataya, Melissa
Roldan, Hannah R.
Sarwar, Fatimah
Shahid, Suleman
Urgel, Aianne

North High School: 
Augustin, Ashley
Basile, Christopher S.
Blain, Jacqueline N.
Chalmers, Christian
Chan, Karen S.
Donaldson, Nina
Dutt, Rahul
Foster, Alexa E.
Iqbal, Arshia
Kearney, Kathleen E.
Leyendecker, Clara G.
Pareja, Christian A.
Parmar, Harshvir
Santiago, Steven
Schwabe, Christopher R.
Tsu, Alicia
Vincent, Sierra
Woracek, Justine E.

South High School: 
Almonte, Matthew J.
Ayora-Gonzalez, Nicole S.
Bertiz, William S.
Dar, Noor U.
Dass, Amrita
Ebert, Jacob H.
Espinal, Robert
Fasanya, Adejuwon J.
Libsman, Jacob G.
Pascuzzi, Valerie F.
Prashad, Ryan
Renois, Sophie-Anais
Roche, Claude C.
Sackichand, Shane C.
Schultz, Aaliyah L.

AP Scholar (granted to students 
who receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP exams)

Central High School: 
Adams, Meaghan P.
Alakham, Naima A.
Alvarez, Walter G.
Brackenridge, Justine-Just V.
Caceres, Skarlett m.
Castillo, Julian J.
Chowdhury, Anika M.
Copo, Lisett A.
Cruz, Anthony
Davis, Chelsea I.
Delia, James D.
Dhanraj, Natasha A. 
Dock, Khole
Duran, Genesis L.
Enderica, Anthony S.
Espinoza, Ariana V.
Feliciano, Franklin
Finn, Kiera J.
Gandasegui, Isabella A.
Giral, Miguel A.
Gopalakrishnan, Rahul
Grosvenor, Genesis Z. 
Gutierrez, Ashley M. 
Hammond-Young, Deanna S.

Howard, Alexis S. 
Jean-Louis, Antoine G. 
Karran, Nadia C. 
Lancaster, Grey C. 
Liang, Cathleen
Lopez, Emily A.
Mendez, Bryant
Nwade, Jeannine O.
Okafor, Ogechi J.
Oliveros, Derrick A.
Pal, Ankush
Paracha, Mahnoor       
Pascual, Jerry
Paul, Ashley A.
Portu, Nicole M.
Previl, Olivier
Puca-Mendez, Benjamin A.
Rangoonwala, Shaffan
Reyes, Gabriella
Reyes, Nicholas A.
Rose, Zachari J.
Shahid, Naina
Shaukat, Amber N.                                                                                                                                               
Singh, Amrit
Singh, Jasmine
Singh, Sukhdeep
Tanoy, Joshua
Thomassini, Giovanni J.
Trajan, Alexander H. 
Voltaire, Jeffrey F.
Williams, Brianna M.  

South High School: 
Aama, Yasmin M. 
Abdullah, Amaan 
Ali, Sheza 
Assefa, Bayza L. 
Assefa, Brook 
Ayaz, Maham 
Baig, Maria
Blake, Christopher C. 
Bojorge, Jodie 
Charles, Michael G. 
Chen, Wayne
Cortez, Justin Z. 
Dabbiru, Lokin 
Decopin, Allendy 
Dunn, Britney E. 
Edwards, Christian A.
Espinal, Noelia 
Eugene, Jonathan 
Eyssalenne, Alyssa N. 
Francis, Janez A. 
Franzino, Jack E. 
Garay, Brian E. 
Henao, Sarah E. 
Hernandez, Joshua W. 
Hicks, Chelsea A. 
Ingber, Melanie F.
Jamil, Faizan 
Jeffrey-Wilensk, Julian 
Khan, Jane F.
Kielan, Nicole
Kipnis, Randy B.
Konieczny, Filip 
Lazzara, Andrew M. 
Lentini, Julianna C. 
Lopeck, Caitlyn E. 
Luyun, Seancris R.
Mclean, Tyana A. 
Mozawalla, Ibrahim 
Nash, Priscilla
Oza, Osama A. 

Pascual, Kayla 
Patel, Charni B. 
Ramos, Maximo A. 
Robles, Jason M. 
Sadhukha, Saptadip 
Seager, Kristen G.
Shah, Imman
Sheinin, Sophia E.
Starling, Joshua
Sterling, Brian V.
Taylor, Jeffrey A.
Tormey, Liam P.
Trager, Michelle F.
Villarreiz, Aihra Patric F.
Walawender, Natalia 
Yeh, Preston Y. 

North High School: 
Acosta, Daniel J.
Azeem, Ayesha
Biegler, John H.
Brockington, Ayele S.
Bugge, Jake R.
Buon, Rebekah
Cason, Nicholas
Celis, Angelica M.
Chalmers, Christina
Connolly, Sabrina       
Coyle, Brendan M.
Crimi, Daniela
D’Aulisa, Audrey V.
Drosman, Laila G.
Fagbemi, Anna
Fan, Kailyn
Ferro, Christopher J.
Fitzsimmons, Daniel
Fleurima, Naomi
Ford, Ylisha
Fornells, Jessica I.
Frances, Gustavo A.
Franco, Anthony C.
Hernandez, Laura S.
Jones, Geralyn T.
Lafontant, Annaelle C.
Lewis, Kiersten
Lima, Corinne P.
Malik, Shozab A.
Mashkow, Alexandra
Megherian, Shant K.
Milone, Brian V.
Moonsammy, Hailey B.
Munson, Joseph
Nadeem, Wajeeha
Narain, Hannah
Pastore, Frank
Peredo, Mia
Rogers, Sean M.
Romano, Justin M.
Sabini, Ryan M.
Schoenfeld, Justin G.
Siddiqui, Abdulsamad
Siddiqui, Sameen
Sossi Romano, Nicholas
Taormina, Nicholas
Tartamella, Nikolas M.
Taylor, Courtney J.
Telab, Layla
Terzulli, Anthony
Villegas, Karime
Vulpis, Matthew J.
Winslow, Jacqueline N.
Winslow, Michael L.

Every fall, the district’s Board of Education and administration recognize AP Scholar Award recipients from the current 
senior class and most recent graduating class. 
AP Scholar recognitions are presented by the College Board based on students’ Advanced Placement examination 
performances. The district provides an assortment of AP courses, which are of college-level rigor, at Central, North and 
South high schools. This year, the AP offerings have been expanded in the district to include an AP Capstone component. 



AP Capstone, an enterprise of the 

College Board, has been introduced 

and well received at Central, 

North and South high schools. This 

opportunity for students to further 

challenge themselves comprises two 

years of research, collaboration and 

communication in pursuing topics 

of interest in any subject, with the 

prospect of qualifying for the AP 

Capstone diploma. 

Through the program, according to 

the College Board, “students consider 

and evaluate multiple points of view 

to develop their own perspectives on 

complex issues and topics through 

inquiry and investigation.” It 

complements the district’s assortment 

of 23 other AP courses and requires a 

rigorous structured project in addition 

to traditional coursework and exams. 

This year, the schools have 

implemented the first phase, which is 

a seminar course open to 10th-graders. 

They are learning writing and research 

skills as a foundation for next year, 

when a more extensive research course 

will be rolled out. Right now, students 

are exploring different ways of looking 

at problems and analyzing them.

A heavy emphasis is placed on 

collaboration, and the curriculum has 

a vocabulary that the students learn 

as they follow a framework known as 

QUEST. This system equips them with 

the ability to question and explore, 

understand and analyze arguments, 

evaluate multiple perspectives, 

synthesize ideas and use a process 

called “team, transform and transit.”

Capstone is technology-laden, 

as most assignments are submitted 

via computer and classes use a 

combination of school laptop carts 

and computer labs. The district has 

also obtained video cameras for a 

component that involves students 

recording themselves conducting their 

work.

The successful launch of AP 

Capstone is the result of district 

staff members’ extensive planning 

and effort after the district became 

authorized to offer the program 

last year. Social studies and English 

language arts department chairs from 

Central, North and South, as well 

as AP Capstone teachers from each 

school, spent weekends during the 

2016-17 school year 

discussing the initiative, 

with involvement from 

Director of Instructional 

Services Christian 

Bowen and Assistant 

Superintendent 

for Curriculum & 

Instruction Dr. 

Thomas Troisi. 

Teachers 

embarked upon 

curriculum-writing 

projects over 

the summer, 

and the district 

conducted 

site visits to 

observe the program in other schools. 

Professional development was held 

for Capstone teachers, each of whom 

spent a summer week traveling for 

comprehensive, preparative courses. 

Dr. Troisi shared positive feedback 

about the program’s launch. “What has 

really made the difference is people. 

…Our teachers and department 

chairs have enthusiastically embraced 

the program, as evidenced by their 

attendance at summer workshops, site 

visits and curriculum-writing activity. 

I have already observed a few of the 

classes and was impressed by the 

high level of instruction and student 

participation that took place.” 
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AP Capstone Starts Out Strong

• �A two-year program that involves extensive 

studies of specific topics. • Strengthens college-preparedness.
• �The AP Seminar course has been introduced at 

Central, North and South. • �Next year, the AP Research course will be rolled 

out at all three. • �The district offers 23 other AP courses, which this 

program enhances. • �There are six AP Capstone teachers, two from each 

school.
• �Students who complete the program can qualify 

for an AP Capstone Diploma, recognized by 
colleges.

AP Capstone Highlights
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Featured Teacher: Anthony Montemarano

Dates to Remember
Monday, Nov. 20:
SHS U.N.I.T.Y. Week

MJHS Food Drive Ends

Tuesday, Nov. 21:
NHS Parent Conferences Names 

L-Z 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 22:
MJHS Stand Up and Speak Out 

Day

Thursday, Nov. 23:
Thanksgiving Recess, Schools 

Closed

Friday, Nov. 24:
Thanksgiving Recess, Schools 

Closed

Monday, Nov. 27:
MJHS Toy Drive Begins 

Friday, Dec. 1:
MJHS Drama Production 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 2:
NHS/SHS SAT Exam

MJHS Drama Production 7 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 4
VS Council of PTSAs @  

Dever School

CHS Talent Show Auditions @ 
Chorus Room

SHS Parents Club 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 5:
CHS Talent Show Auditions @ 

Chorus Room
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 6:
SEPTA Meeting 7 p.m.  

@ MJHS Library
CHS Winter Concert 7 p.m.  

@ Auditorium

Thursday, Dec. 7: 
CHS Talent Show Auditions @ 

Chorus Room
SHS Tri-M Art Honor Society 

Inductions 7 p.m.
NHS 9th/10th-Grade Winter 

Concerts 7 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 8:
MJHS Poetry Out Loud

SHS PTSA Staff Appreciation 
Breakfast 7 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 11:
SHS JH Concert 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 12:
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 13:
NHS 8th Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 14:
SHS PTSA Holiday Sale

SHS JH Concert Two 7 p.m.
CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.  

@ MJHS

Friday, Dec. 15: 
NHS Jansson Wrestling 

Tournament 5 p.m.
Valley Stream Community Band 

Holiday Concert 7:30 p.m. @ CHS 
Auditorium

Saturday, Dec. 16:
NHS Jansson Wrestling 

Tournament 
MJHS Coffee Talk Bring a Toy  

9 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 18:
MJHS Toy Collection Ends

SHS SH Concert 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 19:
CHS Academic Honor Society 

Induction Ceremony Rehearsal  

3 p.m. and Ceremony 7 p.m. 
NHS 11th/12th Grade Winter 

Concerts 7 p.m.
NHS 7th Grade Winter Concert  

7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 20:
SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

MJHS 8th Grade Concert  7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 21:
NHS 7th Grade Winter Concert  

7 p.m. 
MJHS 9th Grade Concert 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 22:
MJHS 7th/8th Grade Spirit Day

Progress Reports Posted

Dec. 25-29:
Holiday Recess, Schools Closed 

Monday, Jan. 1:
New Year’s Day, Schools Closed

Tuesday, Jan. 2:
Schools Reopen 

CHS Senior Talent Show Rehearsal

Anthony Montemarano 
has had a notably 
positive effect on 
students of varying 
grades, ages and 
interests during his seven 
years at North High 
School. In addition to 
teaching English, he also 
advises the Drama Club, 

coaches the wrestling team and most 
recently became dean of students. 

Mr. Montemarano has instructed all 
levels of English classes at North, and 
currently teaches senior English as well 
as the Theater Class – an English elective 
in its inaugural year. He is involved in 
overseeing the Senior Research Project, 
which all 12th-graders are required to 
complete through their English classes. As 
a dean, he handles disciplinary matters 

for eighth-, 10th- and 12th-graders, as 
well as ASE students.  

A Google Certified Educator, Mr. 
Montemarano feels passionately about 
using technology to complement 
the curriculum. He recently assigned 
a podcast project to seniors, for 
which they worked in groups and 
discussed specific issues. He shared 
his technology expertise with North’s 
staff last year, when he presented at 
a collaborative workshops of teacher-
led professional development. He also 
took his knowledge to the Long Island 
Technology Conference as a speaker 
on Google Hangouts and Podcast 
resources. 

The Drama Club presents three 
productions each year — the fall play, 
spring musical and Shakespeare in the 
Courtyard event. Dozens upon dozens 

of students have auditioned for each, 
and Mr. Montemarano oversees casting, 
directs the shows and builds sets. He 
played an integral part in launching the 
Theater Class as a way to further inspire 
students to experience the field with a 
strong infusion of literature. 

Much of Mr. Montemarano’s 
involvement at North stems from his own 
school years. He has acted in plays and 
participated in local theater, and was 
also a wrestler. He was enthusiastic about 
the opportunity to continue his passions 
and work with a broad range of students 
while teaching. He is working to earn 
his administrator’s degree from Stony 
Brook University, where he achieved his 
Bachelor of Arts and master’s degrees. 

Mr. Montemarano resides in St. James 
with his wife and two-year-old son, and 
enjoys spending time with his family. 

North High School English Teacher

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. James Lavery

Hon. Sean Douglas, Ph.D.
Hon. Lisa Pellicane

Hon. Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon

Hon. Armando Hernandez 
Hon. Toni Pomerantz

Hon. William P. Stris, President Hon. John Maier,Vice President
Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Gina Zaccari at zaccarig@vschsd.org or 872-5628.


