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Throughout the Valley 
Stream Central High School 
District, students can make 
their educational experiences 
multidimensional through a 
unique assortment of programs, 
courses and activities. Clubs are 
among the outlets for learning 
and exploration of interests. These 
groups, which generally meet after 
school, specialize in various areas. 

Central High School’s YOLO 
and SADD clubs have been 
combined to bring greater 
awareness about certain issues 
and the benefit of contributing 
to the community. YOLO/SADD 
activities enhance students’ 
characters by encouraging them to 
be good citizens in our community. 
Members went around the 
neighborhood picking up garbage, 
donated hundreds of books for 
distribution to low-income areas, 
organized drives for those in need, 
collected donations for disaster 
relief and helped clean up Valley 
Stream State Park. 

Weekly meetings consist of 
various discussions about specific 
issues that affect teenagers today. 
The group has organized the Day 
of Silence event, which supports 
the LGBT community, and the 
Charity Water benefit show that 
raises funds for underdeveloped 
countries that need clean water. 

“It is a community-based club, 
plus a place where students feel 
comfortable to discuss current 
topics that affect them,” adviser 
Reyna Batista said. 

Central’s BRAVE Club, overseen 
by Joanne Hundertmark, brings 
students together to spread 

kindness and promote positive 
messages. It was initiated in 
memory of Stephanie Ginsberg, 
who founded the BRAVE Club at 
Memorial Junior High School, by 
students who wanted to continue 
the mission. The club at Central 
organizes programs such as 
Positivity Week, which encourages 
positive attitudes through 
announcements, posters and 
other materials.The two schools 
collaborate every fall, when 
Central’s BRAVE students present 
at Memorial’s Stand Up Day and 
discuss ways to make a difference. 
The senior high school students 
are currently planning another 
visit this spring to help with their 
younger peers’ CARE Week.

Central’s Key Club, advised 
by Lana Plinto, is in its inaugural 
year and already has more than 
35 members. The club, which 
also works closely with the Valley 
Stream Kiwanis Club, enables its 
members to provide service to 
the school and community, build 
character and develop leadership 
skills. The Key Club has started 
a newsletter, accessible on the 
school website, to build a bridge 
between school, community 
and administration. Key Club is 
currently sponsoring the Only Love 
Foundation, which builds schools 
in underdeveloped areas. 

At North, members of the 
Students to Oppose Prejudice 
Club strive to raise awareness and 
aid causes that they are passionate 
about. Under the guidance of 
adviser Catherine Modzelewski, 
the club has adopted families 
during the holidays and provided 

them with gifts purchased through 
fundraising proceeds. Over this 
past December break, many 
members volunteered their time 
at the Social Services of Nassau 
County Foster Child Holiday Party. 
The club has also visited and 
brought home-cooked meals to 
the Bethany House in Baldwin, and 
their annual book drive promotes 
literacy while collecting donations 

for charities. Another cause that 
the club supports is Operation 
Underground Railroad and its 
mission to end human trafficking. 
The club has raised awareness 
by creating flyers, posters and 
PSAs and organized events that 
garnered donations.  

“Actions are guided by 
the students’ passions,” Ms. 
Modzelewski said. “If the students 

Clubs Among the Many Faces of Education

Members of the Students to Oppose Prejudice (STOP) Club at North strive to raise 
awareness and aid causes that they are passionate about.

Member of South’s Falcon Report Club broadcast a weekly news program.

continued on page 3...
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Dear Residents,

With 2019 upon us, we are about halfway 

through the school year and celebrate many 

accomplishments that have taken place over 

the last few months. Our bond projects are 

progressing steadily and students and staff 

members are enjoying seeing the plans unfold. 

The field at Memorial will be completed in 

the late spring, and some interior building 

renovations have commenced. We are excited 

for the next steps and will keep you apprised 

of updates. 

In the classrooms, students are excelling. 

It is with great pride that we celebrate 

achievements in academics, the arts and 

athletics, which no doubt are the results of 

extraordinary dedication and effort. We have 

applauded a QuestBridge scholar, soccer state 

champions, a Coca-Cola Scholar Program 

semifinalist and All-Eastern musicians, among 

other outstanding honorees.  

Now we are heading into budget season and 

expect to maintain all programs. Budget 

information will be shared on our website, 

www.vschsd.org, as we approach the May 

vote. We also invite the public to attend our 

Board of Education meetings to hear budget 

presentations and share input. 

Thank you for your continued interest and 

support in the education of Valley Stream 

students.

Sincerely,

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools

A Message
Superintendent

from the
Valley Stream 

Central High School 
District Board of 
Education members, 
administrators and 
residents walked 
through each of the 
four schools on Jan. 5 
during building tours. 
This annual series of 
visits is an opportunity 
to review potential 
capital improvements 
and facility upgrades. 

“This is the time 
of year when we 
kick off our budget season and look at 
capital projects of past, present and 
future,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich said. “Our Board of Education 
remains committed to providing our 
students with world-class facilities.”  

Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
Operations Dr. Wayne Loper guided the 
group and discussed the facilities’ current 
conditions and areas for consideration. The 
district’s new director of security through 
Wisdom Protective Services security firm, 
Dave Buxbaum, explained that the exterior 
door alarms at all schools were completed 
and shared information about security 
enhancements for the future. School 
principals also explained the buildings’ 
issues and possibilities for improvements. 

Twenty-nine capital projects identified 
as Priority 1 (highly critical) are being 
recommended for the 2019-20 budget. 
On a districtwide level, this includes 
the addition of bulletproof security 
vestibules, ScholarChip equipment for 
visitor passes and identification scans, 
as well as continuation of the multiyear 
music instrument replacement plan. Water 
fountains will be replaced, furniture will be 
upgraded, concrete and blacktop will be 
repaired at all schools and faculty lounges 

will be redesigned at North and South high 
schools. 

Additional proposed projects at North 
include locker repairs, pole vault padding 
and renovations to the chorus room. 
Among those at Central High School are 
upgrades to room 114, auditorium stage 
and wall curtain improvements, installation 
of a batting cage in the gymnasium, 
upgrades to the weight room, repair and 
refinishing of wrought iron fencing, and 
replacement of exterior digital signs. The 
improvements at Memorial Junior High 
School include additional countdown 
hallway clocks, an auxiliary gymnasium 
sound system and installation of a kiln in 
room 117A. 

Several other items will be recommended 
within a separate capital reserve 
proposition, and a school lunch fund 
expenditure proposition would use already 
existing monies for kitchen projects. The 
Board of Education will continue to discuss 
and consider the improvements that have 
been presented as the May budget vote 
approaches. At this point, no final decisions 
have been made as far as items that will be 
included in the operating budget for next 
year. 

Building Tours Highlight Past, 
Present and Future Projects

The 2016 bond referendum is moving forward, and the district is excited 
at the anticipated late spring completion of the new turf field and track at 
Memorial Junior High School. These athletic grounds will also be utilized by 
Central High School teams. South’s track and field were unveiled this past 
fall, and construction on those at North are expected to commence after the 
winter. 

Also making progress are the roof projects at Memorial and North, which 
are substantially complete. Next up will be Central High School and South, 
following 2019 graduations. Restroom renovations have begun in each of the 
schools and an end-of-summer finish line is anticipated. Science classroom 
plans are awaiting review and permits from the New York State Education 
Department. 

More updates will be shared in future issues of the Observer. In the 
meantime, please visit www.vschsd.org to view any timely announcements. Bo
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Director of Security Dave Buxbaum discussed the security vestibules that will be included 
in the budget.
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bring an idea to the club, we work 
together to make it happen!”

The English as a New Language Buddy 
Program is designed to help acclimate 
students who are new to the United States 
and North High School by pairing them 
with experienced former and current 
ENL students. Mentors and their buddies 
check in and meet on a regular basis, but 
formally gather as a group twice a month 
to plan different service events, such as 
writing letters to soldiers and making 
sandwiches to donate to the Interfaith 
Nutrition Network. They also participate in 
teambuilding activities and challenges. 

“The mentors clearly demonstrate 
a desire to build cohesiveness and 
community in the group and meet with 
their buddies throughout the month 
to engage in school-related activities,” 
adviser Elizabeth Swinton said. “The goal 
of these interactions is to help the ENL 
buddies make connections within the 
school community and to recognize their 
value and importance as members of it.”

North’s Rho Kappa Social Studies 
Honor Society is another club in which 
students participate in charitable events, 
specifically those that support veterans’ 
organizations. On a different note, the 
Table Tennis Club is a very unique offering 
that caters to students who want to play 
and compete in table tennis. 

A noteworthy club at South High 
School is the Cultural Society, run by 
Patty Franco and Jeff Hsi, which inspires 
an appreciation for other cultures. The 
group of approximately 150 members 
coordinates the annual World Culture 
Night variety show that features more 
than 30 diverse acts, along with other 
events throughout the year. 

South’s longstanding Falcon Report 
Club provides sound and visual setups 
for assembly programs, music and 
announcements at athletic games, lighting 
and sound for school productions, and 
live and archived video streams of large 
events. Members also create the weekly, 
10-minute news program that has been 
broadcast to the entire South community 
since 2002. The 40-50 members build 
marketable skills in television production, 
in everything from videography to 
journalism, as they develop news 
reports, commercials, sports and weather 
announcements and more.

“I started loving it and knew I wanted it 
to be my career path,” said 2018 graduate 

Seung Guk Park, who participated in 
Falcon Report from the seventh grade 
through his senior year. “We make a sense 
of community, not just within the club but 
throughout the building, with students, 
teachers and administrators.”

Center Stage, a club co-advised by 
Rita Vella DiFano and Regina Visone, 
was introduced at South in 2015 thanks 
to a grant from Atlantic Philanthropies. 
It brings life skills students together with 
their general education peers to prepare 
theatrical productions and engage in 
games and other activities. The life skills 
students get a chance to shine in the 
spotlight by holding leading roles. 

At Memorial Junior High School, all 
clubs work hard to instill the value of 
community service in students. Class 
councils raise money for their grades and 
for a schoolwide charity each year, and 
help spread positive and encouraging 
messages among their peers. The Game 
Club seeks to foster friendships, healthy 
competition and relaxation. Students 
meet weekly to play classic board games 
as well as table tennis. The Step Club 
combines highly syncopated body 
percussion such as stomps, pats, claps 
and snaps with hip hop dance moves to 
the rhythm of popular music. Students 
create the choreography themselves, from 
scratch, and perform at events such as the 
annual pep rally.

Memorial also has many clubs that 
incorporate technology. The VideoTech 
Club has come a long way since the early 
2000s, evolving from a one-camera VHS 
recording to a multicamera, prerecorded 
presentation that is broadcast digitally 
to the entire school community. In the 
STEM Club, students can work with a 
computer-aided design system to explore 
engineering processes as well as apply the 
use of 3D printers to develop their own 
inventions. A newly added laser cutter 
allows them to pursue their concepts and 
creations even further. 

“Whether students are looking to 
contribute to others’ lives through 
community service, excel in the arts or 
cultivate skills in professional fields, there 
is something for everyone to become 
involved in and uncover new passions 
in,” Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill 
Heidenreich said. “It is rewarding to see 
how motivated our students are in taking 
ownership of their club roles.”

Memorial’s Step Club combines highly syncopated body percussion 
such as stomps, pats, claps and snaps with hip hop dance moves to the 
rhythm of popular music.

Central’s SADD/YOLO Club collected books for donation earlier this 
school year. 

Members of Memorial’s Game Club meet weekly to play classic board 
games as well as table tennis.

“Whether students are looking to 
contribute to others’ lives through 

community service, excel in the arts or 
cultivate skills in professional fields, there 

is something for everyone to become 
involved in and uncover new passions in.”  

– Superintendent Dr. Bill Heidenreich

Clubs Among the Many 
Faces of Education

...continued from page 1
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Around Achievements
Central High School senior Anthony Cruz has been 

named a semifinalist for the 2019 Coca-Cola Scholars 
Program. Approximately 1,900 out of nearly 100,000 
applicants from across the country received this honor.

Coca-Cola Scholar semifinalists were selected based on 
academic excellence, leadership and service demonstrated 
in school and community activities. Anthony is actively 
involved in his school and district, serving as the Board of 
Education’s student liaison in addition to Central’s Student 
Council president and Brave Club president. He is enrolled 
in four Advanced Placement classes and was recognized as 
an AP Scholar this past October. Anthony also helps with 
outreach initiatives in the community. 

South High School student Mike Martinez was honored with a Latino 
Leaders award from the New York Mets. He receives a $325 scholarship that 
will pay for in-school college credits he is currently obtaining at South. The 
credits can be transferred to whichever college he commits to. Mike was selected 
based on outstanding achievement demonstrated in school and the community. 

CoCa-Cola SCholarS 
Program SemifinaliSt

latino leaderS 
award honoree 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bill Heidenreich, Anthony Cruz, Guidance Counselor Tina Kosel and 
Central High School Principal Dr. Joseph Pompilio

Central High School junior Laiba Mian has won second place in 
the Hofstra University/Bethpage Federal Credit Union High School 
Diversity Essay Scholarship contest. Presented by Hofstra’s National 
Center for Suburban Studies, this competition provided Laiba with a 
$1,500 scholarship prize. 

Laiba wrote about how although Long Island is a diverse part of New 
York, racial discrimination still exists. She completed her entry through 
her AP English Language course, under the guidance of teacher Jen Valis.

eSSay extraordinaire
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Around the Schools
Valley Stream students are taking the 2018-19 

school year by storm with numerous victories in 
various subjects. Here are some of the highlights 
from the winter season: 

Memorial Junior High School held its annual Stand Up Day event on 
Nov. 21.  

With the help of Central’s Brave Club and Memorial’s World of 
Difference Club, students from both schools engaged in a meaningful 
discussion about how all people can find the courage to stand up for one 
another when help is needed.  

The students demonstrated their leadership abilities as they helped to 
organize discussions and create appropriate scenarios for group discussions. 
Memorial’s students benefited greatly from the wisdom the high school 
students shared about overcoming bullying and helping one another. This 
special event is held annually in the Memorial library in remembrance 
of Stephanie Ginsberg, a former health teacher from Memorial who 
spearheaded the Brave Club in both schools.

Central High School senior Johan Mercedes has been awarded the 
prestigious QuestBridge National College Match Scholarship and will be 
attending Columbia University in the fall of 2019. After receiving a record 
high of 16,248 applicants, QuestBridge selected 6,507 finalists who were 
considered for the National College Match Scholarship. Of these finalists, 
1,044 exceptional students hailing from 47 states and the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico were selected. 

Johan will be granted a full, four-year scholarship worth over $200,000, 
which covers the cost of attendance, tuition, room and board, books and 
travel expenses. 

North High School seventh-grader Chris Cooper was selected as a winner 
of the Franklin Square and Munson Fire Department’s Annual Poster and 
Essay Contest. He completed his entry in English teacher Fran Melluso’s class 
based on the theme, “Look, listen, learn.”   

Chris focused his writing on each aspect of the theme, which was 
developed by English and Reading Chairperson Lori Belbol in collaboration 
with teachers. 

writing winner

QueStBridge SCholarShiP 
reCiPient

Stand uP, make a 
differenCe
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Congratulations to South 
High School’s Lady Falcons soccer 
team for bringing home their first 
New York State championship 
title during the weekend of Nov. 
10! They triumphed over the No. 
8 ranked team in the country, 
Jamesville-DeWitt High School, by 
a score of 1-0 in an action-packed 
overtime game. 

Kayla Camacho scored the 
game’s lone goal when she headed in a corner kick by Brianna Pizzaro with 27 seconds left 
in the first of two, 20 minute overtime periods. Senior captain Lindsey Smith, who will be 
attending West Point next year, was named the New York State Tournament MVP. 

The Falcons advanced to the finals by defeating the No. 20 ranked team in the country, 
Vestal High School, in another overtime thriller. In the semifinal, the Falcons trailed Vestal 
twice, but tied the score off goals by Brianna Pizzaro and Kayla Camacho to send the game to 
overtime. Mia Asenjo assisted on both of these goals. Lindsey Smith scored from 30 yards out 
in the second overtime period and the Falcons defense held on for the victory. 

At the 52nd Annual Gridiron Awards 
Dinner for Nassau County football, several North 
High School student-athletes were recognized 
for outstanding contributions, and the team was 
honored with a service award.

 Senior Joe Munson was named the top 
scholar-athlete/football player in Nassau County 
by the Nassau County chapter of the National 
Football Foundation. He was presented with a 
plaque by former NFL quarterback Jay Fiedler 
on behalf of the foundation. Junior running back 
Timothy Hutchinson was named to the 2019 
All-County football team and was additionally among the county’s Thorp Award nominees. Senior 
Benjamin Fuoco earned the Long Island Association of Football Officials Unsung Hero Award for 
North.

 The entire varsity football team earned the Nassau County High School Football Coaches 
Association’s Community Service Award for its more than 10 years of service, volunteering and visiting 
with the patients of St. Mary’s Hospital for Children in Bayside, Queens. This is the second time that 
North football has won this prestigious award.

South High School cross-country 
team member De Anna Martin added 
another New York State honor to 
her already long list of awards. This 
season, she is the County B champion 
and qualified to represent Section 8 
in the New York State championship. 
De Anna placed 16th overall, earning 
All-State honors. She also received the 
Section 8 Sportsmanship award for the 
second consecutive year.  

De Anna began competing on 
South’s track team in eighth grade and 
has since earned county champion titles 
in many events. She is All-State in the 
600- and 800-meter events. De Anna 
is a pivotal member of the All-State 
4x400-meter team as well. De Anna is the captain of the track and field team 
and, according to coach Nicole Bertrami, leads through words and example. 

The New York State Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance’s Nassau Zone recognized 
six Valley Stream Central High School District students as Outstanding Physical Education Students. They were 
formally recognized on Dec. 3 at the Crest Hollow Country Club for exhibiting exceptional achievement in physical 
education class; demonstrating leadership, community service and sportsmanship; valuing a healthy lifestyle and being 
positive influences on their peers.

Congratulations to Armand Fernandez and Kaitlin Gabbidon of Central High School, Joseph Munson and 
Francesca Melisi of North High School and Wayne Chen Delgado and Jillian Ledesma of South High School. 

Pictured (from left) District Director of Health, Physical Education and Athletics Scott Stueber, Armand 
Fernandez, Jillian Ledesma, Francesca Melisi, Joseph Munson, North teacher Sharon Zovich and South teacher Joseph 
Guastafeste.

South Lady FaLconS Win 
State Soccer championShipS

north FootbaLL earnS aWardS

South croSS-country 
Star earnS more honorS

diStrict ceLebrateS outStanding 
phySicaL education StudentS

AchievementsAthletic

North High School senior 
Joseph Gisonda signed an NCAA 
national letter of intent to attend 
University at Albany on a baseball 
scholarship. Joseph led the Spartans 
baseball team last spring, earning 
an All-State honor by the statewide 
baseball association. North won 15 
games that season, including playoff 
wins over Island Trees and Plainedge. 
In addition to being selected as a 
New York All-State player, Joseph 
was named a finalist for the Diamond 
Award, which is given to the best 
player in Nassau County. He batted .457 with 7 home runs, 35 runs 
and 19 RBI.

north baSebaLL pLayer 
SignS Letter oF intent
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Central High School junior Emmett Conway 
and North High School senior Amelia Cossentino 
have been selected to represent the Valley Stream 
Central High School District as members of the 
National Association for Music Education All-
Eastern Honors Band. They will perform at the 
NAfME All-Eastern Conference on April 7 in 
the Spirit of Pittsburgh Ballroom at the David 
L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

Emmett and Amelia were both selected to 
the All-State Wind Ensemble earlier this school 
year and have participated in All-County groups 
and the District Music Festival in past years. A 
French hornist, Emmett also participates in the 
Metropolitan Youth Orchestra and the Mannes 
Prep Pre-College program. Amelia is a tubist 
and was named a winner of the Durrell Blank 
Scholarship for study at the New York State 
Summer School of the Arts last spring. 

These talented students were nominated by 
their current instrumental music teachers, Doug 
Coleman and Todd Holly. They have also benefited 
from the expertise and guidance of their previous 
band teachers. The All-Eastern Honors Band 
will be conducted by Dr. Bradley Genevro of the 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

North High School sophomore Sophia Rhall had her artwork selected to appear 
on the cover of the New York State Art Teachers Association’s 2019 Legislative Exhibit 
brochure. The exhibit, which will be held from Feb. 25-March 7, includes artwork 
from all over the state. 

Sophia entered this contest under the encouragement of her teacher, Allan 
Nafte. Her winning digital photography piece features a drawing which she edited in 
Photoshop in her Studio in Art class. 

Central High School students Nadia Ernest, Kailee Finn and 
Paula Guevara each had work selected by judges at the Art Guild 
of Long Island’s High School Student Juried Art Competition and 
Exhibition. They were recognized during a reception and awards 
ceremony held in November in Port Washington, where Kailee 
received second place for her self-portrait in charcoal. High school 
students from all over Nassau County applied to have their work 
considered for this prestigious exhibition. 

Music and Art Achievements
aLL-eaStern muSicianS

artiSt Featured in LegiSLative 
exhibit brochure

art guiLd honorS

Central High School junior and All-Eastern musician Emmett Conway North High School senior and All-Eastern musician Amelia Cossentino

Kailee Finn received a second-place award in the Art Guild of Long Island’s High 
School Student Juried Art Competition and Exhibition



Memorial Junior High School’s Helen 
Kontoleon teaches seventh-, eighth- and 
ninth-grade chorus, leads the Treble Choir 
and directs annual dramas and musicals 
as the Drama Club adviser. Her 15-year 
role as a teacher is actually a second career, 
following her earlier life as a professional 
singer. She has done freelance work, 
backup vocals, musical productions and 
solos in everything from opera to rock, 
from rhythm and blues to theater. 

“It was my passion and my love,” she 
said. “I wanted to pursue it with my whole 
heart.” 

Eventually, Ms. Kontoleon desired 

to give back in the form of teaching and 
decided to complete her education credits 
at Dowling College and her Masters 
in Music Education from Five Towns 
College. She was hired at Central High 
School in 2004 as a vocal technique 
and vocal performance teacher in the 
Performing Arts Program while also 
conducting the chorus. A year later, 
the chorus director position opened at 
Memorial Junior High School, and she 
eagerly made the transition. 

Ms. Kontoleon’s love of music began 
during her teenage years, as she moved to 
Long Island from the Bronx in the ninth 
grade with no prior music education. 
Her guidance counselor placed her in a 
choir, and the director worked with her 
individually to cultivate her ability to 
sight-read music. By her senior year, she 
was performing in the prestigious New 
York State School Music Association’s 
All-State and National Association for 
Music Education’s All-Eastern festivals. 
She later won competitions and sang solo 
at Carnegie Hall, and at 19 years of age, 

was one of the youngest vocal participants 
at the California Music Center summer 
music program held at the College of 
Notre Dame (now Notre Dame de Namur 
University) in Belmont, California. 
There, she was given the smallest role of 
Cleopatra in a production, yet received 
an outstanding newspaper review proving 
that there are no small parts. 

She went to Mannes College of Music 
as an opera major and got her Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree from LIU Post in 
opera performance. She speaks English, 
Greek and Spanish and has studied under 
Metropolitan Opera Company Diction 
Coach Nico Castel.

As an educator, Ms. Kontoleon 
is encouraging and supportive of her 
students while also allowing them to see 
the reality of the performance field. She 
shares her own experiences as often as 
possible and draws upon her specialty 
in voice to help students develop solid 
vocal techniques. She prepares them for 
New York State School Music Association 
events and the like, and many go on to 

participate in the district’s Performing 
Arts Program and attend performing arts 
colleges. 

The chorus ensembles at Memorial 
each put on two concerts per year, and 
the Treble Choir performs at events 
throughout the school and community 
such as Awards Night, Lights On for 
Education, the Long Island Music Festival 
and Music in the Parks. Ms. Kontoleon 
has directed the District Music Festival 
chorus twice.

The Drama Club presents annual 
musicals and drama productions, 
including last year’s outstanding rendition 
of “The Lion King.” The group has also 
participated in Broadway workshops, 
learning dances and songs from “School 
of Rock” and Hamilton” from actual show 
staff members. 

“I want students to have a lifelong 
passion for music and the arts,” Ms. 
Kontoleon said. 

She resides in Dix Hills with her 
husband.
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Hon. Kenneth Cummings
Hon. Sean Douglas, Ph.D.

Hon. Armando Hernandez 
Hon. Lisa Pellicane

Hon. Toni Pomerantz

Hon. William P. Stris
Hon. Ingrid Wyllie-Dacon

Hon. John Maier, President   Hon. James Lavery, Vice President

Bill Heidenreich, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools

Board of Education

To contact the Board of Education, please call or email District Clerk Kristina Howley at howleyk@vschsd.org or 872-5628.

Featured Teacher: Helen Kontoleon
Memorial Junior High School Chorus Director

Dates to Remember
Monday, Feb. 11:

CHS Volleyball Tournament 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 12:
CHS 3 vs. 3 Tournament 4 p.m.
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 13:
CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m. @ CHS

SHS Ring Delivery 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 14:
CHS It’s Academic 3:30 p.m. @ Café

MJHS/NHS/SHS Valentine Sales
CHS Blood Drive

Friday, Feb. 15:
CHS Class Sports Competition 3 p.m.  

@ Gym
BOE School Waiver Deadline

MJHS Day of Sunshine

Monday, Feb. 18-Friday, Feb. 22:
Winter Recess, Schools Closed

Monday, Feb. 25:
Schools Reopen

MJHS Foreign Language Week Begins
NHS Senior High Competition Week 

Begins
NHS Trivia Challenge 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 26:
MJHS Spelling Bee 3:30 p.m. @ Library

SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.
NCAA Night 7 p.m. @ MJHS

Wednesday, Feb. 27
NHS SH Sports Challenge 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 28:
NHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

MJHS Heritage Night 6 p.m.

Friday, March 1:
NYSSMA Piano @ Nassau Community 

College
CHS Dance Concert 7 p.m.
MJHS Sports Night 7-9 p.m.

NHS Class Acts 7 p.m.
MJHS Say Hello in Another Language
NHS Senior High Competition Week

Saturday, March 2:
NYSSMA Piano @ Nassau Community 

College
SHS World Cultural Night 5:30 p.m.

CHS Dance Concert 7 p.m.

Monday, March 4: 
SHS Foreign Language Week Begins

SHS Parents Club 7:15 p.m.
NHS PTSA Liaison Meeting 3:30 p.m.

District Music Festival Chorus Rehearsal 
7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, March 5: 
BOE Committee Meeting 8 p.m.
District Music Festival Orchestra 

Rehearsal 7-9 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 6:
NHS All Honor Societies Induction Dress 

Rehearsal 3 p.m.
District Music Festival Band Rehearsal 

7-9 p.m.

Thursday, March 7:
CHS Senior Pasta Dinner 5 p.m. @ Café
NHS All Honor Societies Induction 7 p.m.

Friday, March 8:
SHS PTSA Supermarket Sweeps 7 p.m.

Progress Reports Posted

Saturday, March 9:
CHS/NHS SAT Exams

Valley Stream Legislative Breakfast  
9 a.m. @ MJHS

Monday, March 11:
District Music Festival Band Rehearsal 

7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, March 12:
District Music Festival Chorus Rehearsal 

7-9 p.m.
BOE Business Meeting 8 p.m.

Wednesday, March 13: 
NHS Spartan Club Meeting 7:30 p.m.

District Music Festival Orchestra 
Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Thursday, March 14:
MJHS Pi Day

SHS PTSA Bake Sale
CHS Pi Day 3:30 p.m. @ Gym

SHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.
MJHS Basketball Tournament 3 p.m.

CHS/MJHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m. @ MJHS 
Library

Monday, March 18:
District Music Festival Orchestra 

Rehearsal 7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, March 19:
SHS Academic & National Honor 

Society Inductions 7 p.m.
District Music Festival Band Rehearsal 

7-9 p.m.

Wednesday, March 20:
District Music Festival Chorus Rehearsal 

7-9 p.m.

Thursday, March 21
NHS PTSA Meeting 7 p.m.

District Music Festival Dress Rehearsal 
6-9 p.m.

Friday, March 22:
District Music Festival Elementary 

School Concert 9:45 a.m.
District Music Festival Scholarship 

Concert 7:30 p.m. @ CHS Auditorium

Saturday, March 23:
Weather Date for District Music Festival 
Scholarship Concert 7:30 p.m. @ CHS 

Auditorium

Monday, March 25:
CHS/NHS Foreign Language Week Begins
MJHS No Name Calling Week Begins

CHS Express Yourself 4 p.m.

Wednesday, March 27:
CHS Heritage Night 6 p.m.

SHS St. Baldrick’s 3 p.m.

Friday, March 29: 
NHS International Cultural Fair 6:30 p.m.

CHS Represent Your Roots Day
SHS JH Talent Show 7 p.m.


