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"And it may well be that my history will seem less easy to read because
of the absence in it of a romantic element. It will be enough for me,
however, if these words of mine are judged useful by those who want to
understand clearly the events which happened in the past and which
(human nature being what it is) will, at some time or other and in much
the same ways, be repeated in the future. My work is not a piece of
Writing designed to meet the needs of an immediate public, but was

done to last for ever." 9

Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War
1,22
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Valley Stream School District Thirteen Enrollment Graph — 1821 to 1848
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Wheeler Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1933

Names of Wheeler Avenue School Sixth graders — 1933
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The Forties
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Rockaway Avenue looking South from Jamaica Avenue - March 6, 1943
Tally-Ho Hotel at Merrick Road and Horton Avenue

Wheeler Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1947

Club Esquire Night Club Franklin Avenue and Wheeler Avenue - September 3, 1948
Phil Datz’s Town Tavern 371 Rockaway Ave. off Sunrise Highway November 13, 1947

Rockaway Avenue looking north to Municipal Building - Winter 1942

Rockaway Avenue from roof of Municipal Building looking south - March 6, 1943

Valley Stream Baseball Team at Grant Park - April 27, 1940

The Fifties
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11

TTT TV VT VY
—
<

TTTTWTVVBTTV TV VTV VTV
o
o0

p-33
pp- 34 to 37
pp- 38 to 41
p- 42
p-43



Corona Avenue School Children — 1960

First Grade at Corona Avenue School — 1962

PTA Honor Class at Corona Avenue School — 1967
Corona Avenue School — 1960
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First Grade at the Corona Avenue School - 1960
Second Grade at the Corona Avenue School - 1960
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The Seventies
Wheeler Avenue Faculty-Student Kickball Game ~ April 1978 pp- 12, 12a
Corona Avenue School Faculty — 1975-76
First Grade at Corona Avenue School — 1970-71
Second Grade at the Corona Avenue School — 1971-72
Sixth Grade at Corona Avenue School — 1973-74
Sixth Grade at the James A. Dever School —- 1976
Second Grade at the James A. Dever School — 1977
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The Eighties
Third Grade at the James A. Dever School - 1980 p. 13
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3 Ibid., Volume XX VB September/October 1986 The Observer Vol. 20, No. 7 at 4
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Willow Road School Dedication Brochure

Interschool Committee of District 13 flier — 1975

Chapter Nine (Joint Boards of Education)
Joint Boards minutes
Fact sheet on Valley Stream Schools —- 1965-66
State Graph on District Negotiating Teams — 2000
Joint Board Meeting — 1987
NYSSBA Journal — The school board members as collective bargaining negotiator
The Cost of Doing Business — 2002-2003
Joint Board Meeting — January 15, 1987
Chart on Nassau School Tax Rate Increases — 1999-2002
Joint Boards Meeting — January 9, 2008

Chapter Ten (Valley Stream State Park)
Ariel View of Valley Stream State Park — 1934
Valley Stream State Park 1936
Valley Stream State Park Bathing Beach
Skating at Hendrickson Park Lake — 1973
Valley Stream Swimming Pool — 1964
Swimming at Valley Stream Pool
Municipal Pool Replaces State Park Bathhouses
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Newspaper Article on Village of Valley Stream acquiring NYC property
Ariel view of Hendrickson Park and Central High School — 2002

Chapter Eleven (Civic Associations)
Parkwold Map
Parkwold Civic Flower Box - 1994
Arbor Day — June 2, 1944
Parkwold Banner — Phil and Louise LaPotra
Libby Perle and Cathy Guzzardo
Christmas Caroling — 1991
Christmas Party
Maria Turrisi ~ 1995
Christmas Caroling — 1995
Pat Cairo Foundation Dinner Dance — 1996
Marcia Grant and Judge Anthony Marano — 1996
Parkwold Civic Officers — 1996
Block Party — 1998
Holiday Party — 1998
Parkwold House — 2001
October In Parkwold
Cathy Guzzardo
Emilie Stris and Joanne Penna
Parkwold Newsletter
Gail Kostner Parent
Norman Perle and Town of Hempstead Supervisor Thomas Gullota — 1983
Parkwold Executive Board — 1982-83
Lawn Party — 1983
Banner
Franklin General Hospital, Fosters Brook and Skobliski Lumber Yard
Payan-Fletcher House - 1984
Photos of Parkwold Houses
Parkwold Maps
The Parkwold Civic Association Corporate Seal — 1982
Photo of the Parkwold Civic Association Executive Board — 1982
Valley Stream Golf Course
Morton Civic Corporate Seal — May 8, 1938
Morton Estates Homes
Morton Civic Association 75™ Anniversary Registry
Norwood Park Civic Association Newsletters
Franklin Terrace Civic Association Newsletters
Ttalian American Civic Association
Friends of Bridge, Inc
Valley Stream Chamber of Commerce
Nassau Educators Federal Credit Union

Chapter Twelve (Summertime)
Budget graph —~ 2001
Salary graphs — 2001

Appendix II (Past District Thirteen Presidents)
Photo — William F. Houston
Photo — William B. Martin
Photo — Andrew J. Hartman
Photo — John Butler
Photo — James F. Smollen, Jr.
Photo — Howard M. Holder
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Photo — Leon J. Taub

Photo — Harris Dinkoff
Photo — Arline Strumeyer
Photo — William P. Stris
Photo — Frank J. Chiachiere

Appendix III (District 13 “Hall of Fame”)
Photo — William F. Houston
Photo - James F. Smollen, Jr.
Paul and Claire Fromer — 1984
Paul Fromer at NYSSBA Convention — 1983
Paul Fromer Retirement Party Brochure — 1990
Photo - Harris Dinkoff
Campaign Literature
Photo — Arline Strumeyer
Photo — Joseph F. Quinn
Photo - William P. Stris

Appendix IV (Administration)
Harry W. Gross Newspaper Atticle
Ira C. Mummert
Ina M. Cole
Dr. Thomas J. Lee
Martin Brooks and Harris Dinkoff
Mary Ann Fithian and Margaret Daugherty
Mary Ann Fithian
Mary Ann Fithian and Robert Aloise

Appendix VI (Public Attendance at Board Meetings)
Graph of attendance at board meetings — 1958 to 2000

Appendix VIII (District 13 Educational Foundation)
Valley Stream Educational Foundation, Inc. Corporate Seal
Valley Stream Educational Foundation, Inc. Certificate
Photo of Organizational Meeting — 1995
World of Books Library Plaque — Superintendent Peg Daughterty and William Stris
Foundation Fund Raiser

Appendix XI (Tax Exempt Property)
Franklin General Hospital
American Legion Post No. 44
Veterans of Foreign Ward Post 1790
Community Services for the Mentally Retarded
Bridge, Drug Rehabilitation
Southern State Parkway Commission
Fireman’s Hall
Nassau County Department of Public Works
Valley Stream State Park

Appendix XII (Organizations that Use District Thirteen Schools)
Girl Scout Troop 2497
Brownie Troop 2504
Cub Pack Troop 74
Sea Rangers

16

T T BT B
i e = \D
W N — O

pp- 1,2

~1 O\ W

pp- 9, to 12
p- 15

pp- 16to 18
p- 20

p- 22

p- 25to 48

SRR

p.18, 20

p- 19

pp- 21 to 23
p. 24

p.- 25

p- 26

p. 27

p.- 28

pp. 13, 14, and 15

pp. 5 to 21
pp. 22,23
pp- 24, 25
pp. 26, 27
pp- 28 to 31
pp- 32 to 38
pp- 39, 40
pp. 41 to 44
pp. 45 to 59

pp- 15t0 29
pp. 30 to 33
pp- 34 to 36
pp. 37t0 52



Photos and Illustrations

Volume VIII
Dedication
District Logo
Instructional Service Staff (ISC)
Valley Stream Historical Society official Emblem

Chapter One (Introduction)
Photo of Brooklyn Avenue School — 1898
Photos Same as Volume 1

Chapter Two (Through the Decades)
Pre Twentieth Century Same as Volume I
The Teens

Brooklyn Avenue School - 1905

Thomas West’s Hotel showing contestants of bicycle marathon race on July 5, 1907

School Desk and Chair ca, 1920

Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1910
Brooklyn Avenue School Seventh Grade — 1912
Brooklyn Avenue School Baseball Team — 1911
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1913
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1915
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1915
Brooklyn Avenue School Eighth Grade — 1915
Brooklyn Avenue School Eighth Grade — 1917
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1917-18
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade ~ 1918
Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1919
District 24 Enrollment Graph — 1913 — 2003

The Twenties
Neighborhood School Room - 1920
Wheeler Avenue School — 1928
Leap Year Minstrel brochure — 1927
Wheeler Avenue School Post Card
Hoffman’s Hotel
Brooklyn Avenue School Seventh Grade — 1920-21
Brooklyn Avenue School Eighth Grade — 1921
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade - 1921-22
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1922
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1922-23
Brooklyn Avenue School Eighth Grade - 1922-23
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten - 1923
Brooklyn Avenue School Eighth Grade — 1923-24
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1924
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1925
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1925
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1925
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1926
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1928
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1926-27
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1927-28
Brooklyn Avenue School Faculty — 1928

17

i

p. 20
pp 20 to 565

p. 12

p- 13

p. 14

p- 15

pp. 16 & 17
pp- 18 & 19
p- 20

p- 21

p.- 22

p-23

pp- 24 & 25
p- 26

p- 27

p- 28

pp- 29, 30

p- 15
p. 16
pp- 17 & 18
p- 19
p- 20
p- 21
p. 22
pp- 23 & 24
pp- 25 & 26
p- 27
p- 28
pp- 29 & 30
pp. 31 & 32
pp- 33 & 34
p. 35
pp. 36 & 37
pp- 38 & 39
pp- 40 & 41
pp- 42 & 43
pp- 44 & 45
pp. 46 & 47
pp. 48 & 49



The Thirties
Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1930
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1930
Faculty, Principal, Secretaries, District 24 — 1938-39
Franklin Avenue School First Grade — 1939
Opening Night First Drive-In Theater V.S. — August 16, 1938
Hotel Pitney on Rockaway Avenue — 1938

The Forties
Franklin Avenue School Third Grade — 1940
District 24 Kindergarten — 1940
District 24 First Grade — 1941
Brooklyn Avenue — Kindergarten
Brooklyn Avenue — First Grade
Swing Band — 1947

The Fifties
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1956
Brooklyn Avenue School 50™ Anniversary — 1957

Long Island Press Newspaper article — “School Turns Back the Clock”

Brooklyn Avenue School — 50™ Anniversary — 1958
Brooklyn Avenue School Golden Jubilee Souvenir Program
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1958

Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1959

Brooklyn Avenue School 50™ Anniversary — May 3, 1958

The Sixties
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — 1968
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1968
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1968
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1968
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1968
Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1963

The Seventies
“Donahue School Is 50 Years O1d” — December 18, 1975
Brooklyn Avenue School Faculty — March 9, 1977
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — March 9, 1977
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — March 9, 1977
Brooklyn Avenue School Primary — March 9, 1977
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — March 9, 1977
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — March 9, 1977

The Eighties
Brooklyn Avenue School Faculty — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1981-82
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Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1981-82
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1981-82
“Her Legacy: Love for Words” Newsday Newspaper — June 18, 1982

The Nineties
William L. Buck Grade One — 1990-91
William L. Buck Grade Two — 1990-91
William L. Buck Grade Three— 1990-91
William L. Buck Sixth Grade — 1990-91
William L. Buck Six Sixth Grade- 1990-91
William L. Buck Sixth Grade — 1995-96
Brooklyn Avenue School Staff — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Faculty - December 1995
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Forth Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Kindergarten — October 1995
Brooklyn Avenue School First Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Second Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Third Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Forth Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1994-95
Brooklyn Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1994-95
VSUFSD Twenty-Four Enrollment Graph — 1913 to 2003
Brooklyn Avenue School Memorials
Memorial Day Parade — 2005

Chapter Three (The District Boundary Lines)

Chapter Four (Land Purchase and Building)
District 24 Schoolhouse
First Brooklyn Avenue School on Fifth Street, about 1898
Brooklyn Avenue School on Post Card
Rear of the Brooklyn Avenue School — 2005
Franklin Avenue School — later names W.M. F. Donahue School
Ground Breaking Ceremonies for the William L. Buck School — December 14, 1950
Constructing New School in District 24 — April 27, 1950
Brooklyn Avenue School on Post Card
Boy Rangers in front of Brooklyn Avenue School

Chapter Five (Transportation)

Chapter Six (Consolidation) Same as Volume I

Chapter Seven (VSTA) Same as Volume I

Chapter Eight (PTAS)
Dedication Program for the Franklin Avenue School — December 9, 1929

Donahue 50" Anniversary Brochure

William L. Buck School Monopoly Game

The Game Of Valley Stream

Dedication Program for the William L. Buck School — April 29, 1952
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Harbor Road School Dedication Brochure pp. 7,8
Valley Stream Union Free School District No. 24 PARENT HANDBOOK -1980-81  pp. 1to 17

Chapter Nine_(Joint Boards of Education) Same as Volume I

Appendix II (Past Presidents of School District 24)
Photo — William L. Buck

Photo — William R. Collins

Photo ~ Philip A. Archard

Photo — Sidney Romash

Photo — John S. McCuster

Photo — Joseph Zabatta

Photo — Anthony [adevaio
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Appendix III (School Board Hall of Fame)

William L. Buck — Photo p.-2
William L. Buck Biography p-3
Henrietta Crabonaro — Photo p.3
Carbonaro Retirement Party Photo pp. 4 &5
Carbonaro Retirement Brochure pp-7,8
Richard Glassberg — Photo p.2
Anthony Iadevaio — Photo p.-2
Eleanor Sciglibaglio — Photo p.2
Appendix IV (Administration)

Testimonial Dinner Brochure for Dudley C. Snyder — March 13, 1958 pp. 15
Appendix VIII (Gibson At A Glance)

William R. Gibson Photo -1880-1964 p.2

Gibson Civic Association Registry p. 35

Bulletin Board on Sunrise Highway p. 37

First Office of the Gibson Association p. 38
Appendix IX (Tax Exempt Properties)

American Legion pp. 5,6
Federation Employment and Federation of South Valley Stream pp- 7,8
Valley Stream Village Hall pp. 910 10
Post Office pp. 11 to 12
Senior Citizens Association pp. 13, 14
Options for Community Living pp- 15, 16
Services for the Mentally Retarded pp- 17,18
South Shore Association for Independent Living pp- 21, 22
Valley Stream Waldinger Memorial Library p-23
Valley Stream Fire Department Engine Company No. 2 pp- 24, 25
Valley Stream Fire Department pp- 26, 27

Appendix X (Historic Property Paper)

First one-room schoolhouse — 1894 p.9

Two-story frame school — 1898 p. 10
Eight-room brick building — 1907 p- 11
Brooklyn Avenue School — 1907, 1957 and 1990 p- 12
Entire student body — 1905 p. 13
Brooklyn Avenue School Post card — 1908 p. 14
Construction of the Brooklyn Avenue School — 1907 p- 15
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Valley Stream Map — 1873
Valley Stream Map — 1880
Valley stream Map 1914

Valley Stream Map — 1960

Photos and Illustrations

Volume XV
Dedication
Chapter One (Introduction) Same as Volume I & VIII

Chapter Two (Through the Decades)

The Teens and Twenties
Clear Stream Avenue School Second Grade — 1923
Clear Stream Avenue School Forth Grade - 1923
Clear Stream Avenue School First Grade — 1924
Clear Stream Avenue School Third Grade — 1926
Clear Stream Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1925
Clear Stream Avenue School Eighth Grade — 1927
Primary Documentations

The Thirties
Clear Stream Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1930
Clear Stream Avenue School Sixth Grade — June 1931

The Forties
Mrs. Mary Parrish and Valley Stream Drive-In-Movie
District Thirty Faculty - 1946-47
Arbor Day — 1946
Class of 1948 Photos
Clear Stream Avenue School Activities — 1949
Class of 1949 Photos

The Fifties
Class of 1950
Clear Stream Avenue School Activities — 1950-51
Clear Stream Avenue School Activities - 1951
Clear Stream Avenue School Activities — 1951-52
Forest Road School Faculty — 1953-54
Forest Road School Kindergarten — 1953-54
Forest Road School Photos (202 to 208, 210 to 211 & 213) - 1953-54
Forest Road School Faculty
Forest Road School Basketball Team — 1953-54
District Thirty PTA Charter Certificate — September 15, 1954
Clear Stream Avenue School Chinese Unit
School District Thirty Teacher’s Workshop — 1955
Clear Stream Avenue School - 1956
Clear Stream Avenue School Building — 1957
District Thirty Board of Education — 1957

The Sixties
Clear Stream Avenue School Faculty — January 5, 1961
Clear Stream Avenue School Kindergarten — 1960
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This project is dedicated to:

PETER K. STRIS
Father 1905 - 1982
Brother 1942~ 1962
Son 1975 -
. and
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Clear Stream Avenue School First Grade — 1960
Clear Stream Avenue School Second Grade — 1960
Clear Stream Avenue School Third Grade — 1960
Clear Stream Avenue School Fourth Grade — 1960
Clear Stream Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1960
Clear Stream Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1960

The Seventies
Clear Stream Avenue School Faculty — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School Kindergarten — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School First Grade — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School Second Grade — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School Third Grade — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School —Fourth Grade — 1973-74
Clear Stream Avenue School Fifth Grade — 1973-74

The Eighties
Clear Stream Avenue School Faculty — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Kindergarten — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade One — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade Two — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade Three — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade Four — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade Five — 1981-82
Clear Stream Avenue School Grade Six — 1981-82
Ralph Penza — PTA Awards Recipient
Wooden Shoe Nursery
District Thirty Lion

The Nineties
Shaw Avenue School First Grade — 1996-97
Shaw Avenue School Second Grade — 1997-98
Shaw Avenue School Third Grade —~ 1998-99
Shaw Avenue School Forth Grade — 1999-2000
Shaw Avenue School Fifth Grade — 2000-2001
Shaw Avenue School Faculty — 2000-2001
Shaw Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1990
Shaw Avenue School Sixth Grade — 1996-97

Chapter Three (The District Boundary Lines)

Chapter Four (Land Purchase and Building)
First District Thirty School on Buscher Ave. and Montague Street
Clear Stream Avenue School - September 10, 1955
Clear Stream Avenue School - April 10, 1955
Forest Road School October 19, 1952
Forest Road School - December 13, 1953
Forest Road School — January 3, 1953
Forest Road School — March 7, 1953
Forest Road School - February 7, 1953
Forest Road School — April 4, 1953
Forest Road School — May 3, 1953
Forest Road School — June 6, 1953
Forest Road School — July 3, 1953
Forest Road School — August 6, 1955
Forest Road School — August 13, 1953
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Forest Road School Building— 1953-54
Clear Stream Avenue School — August 6, 1955
Forest Road School Addition — September 10, 1956

Chapter Five (Transportation)

Chapter Six (Consolidation) Same as Volume I

Chapter Seven (VSTA) Same as Volume I

Chapter Eight (PTA)

Chapter Nine (Joint Boards of Education) Same as Volume 1
Appendix T (District 30 Past Presidents)

Ronald E. Palmer

Albert L. Anderson

William Wenk

Joseph M. Barry

Thomas Galgano

Richard Fisenberg

Appendix IJI (District 30 Hall of Fame)
Photo — John Beresford
Photo — Eleanor McAuliffe

Appendix VIII (Tax Exempt Property)
Quality Services for the Autistic Community

Green Acres Golden Community

Options for Community Living

Central Nassau Guidance and Counseling Inc.
Clear Stream Avenue Firechouse

Photos and Illustrations

Volume XXII

Introduction (The Structure of NYS School Board System)

Nassau County Museum Collection — Long Island Studies Collection
Culvert and Wash Gate in Conduct — 1874
Carman’s Mill — 1874
Pond above Carman’s Mill — 1874
Bridge at head of Valley Stream Pond -1874
Pines Pond Gatehouse — 1878
Pines Pond — 1879
Pond above Carman’s Mill — 1879
Mill on Watts Pond — 1880
Pines Pond — 1880
Smith’s Pond -1880
Copy of Consolidated Districts in N.Y.S.
Nassau
Erie
Westchester

23

p- 81
pp. 83 to 86
pp- 87 to 90

~ 3

10
11
12

ST B BB B

o D
N

p- 4

pp. 5,8
pp- 9, 10
pp. 11,12
pp. 13, 14

p- 17

p- 18

p- 19

p- 20

pp. 21 t0 23
p. 24

p-25

p- 26

p- 27

p- 28

pp. 29 to 34
pp. 29, 30
pp- 31,34
pp. 32,33



Chapter One (Central High School — Past & Present)
Chapter Two (The Legal Foundations of a Central High School District)

Chapter Three (Through the Decades)

The Twenties and Thirties
Central High School Building (Rented from district 13)
Mr. Gross
First Board of Education Trustee’s of the Central High School District
Faculty — 1927
Class President and Business Manager of the “Blue & Gold” yearbook
Class treasurer and Secretary — 1927
Editor of Static, Class newspaper
Class Vice-President and Author of “Class Will” — 1927
Class History — 1927
Central High School Class of 1925
Centrals High Schoo! football Team — 1926
Central High School Newspaper Staff — 1926
Central High School Orchestra — 1926
Central High School Cast of Play, Mr. Bob — 1926
Central High School Athletic Association Executives ~ 1926
Central High School Girls Basket Ball Team — 1926
Central High School Boy’s Basket Ball Team — 1926
Central High School Football Team — 1926
Central High School Band — 1928
Central High School Class of 1928
Central High School Class of 1929
Central High School Football Team — 1929
Central High School Girls basketball - 1935
Central High School Class of 1930 at School District Thirteen Building — 1930
Central High School Football League Champs — 1930
Central High School Class of 1931
Central High School Class of 1932
Central High School Freshman Football Champs — 1933
Central High School Class of 1936 — Girls Sports
Central High School Class of 1937
Central High School Girls Sports — 1938
Central High School Songs
Central Class of 1931 visits Mount Vernon in Virginia — April 1931
Central High School Tribute Dr. John Smith
Photo copy of Petition — VSCHSD vs VSUFSD 13

The Forties and Fifties
Central High School Cheerleaders — 1941
John M. Smith Band Shell at Village green Ca. 1960s

The Sixties and Seventies
District Orchestra - 1965
District Band
District chores
District Marching Band and Cheerleaders — October 16, 1974
Memorial Junior High School Staff Members — July 1978
Third Annual Music Festival Program — April 9, 1960
Symphony Orchestra Program — December 1, 1966
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Andrew Jackson high school desegregation Plan Decision

Memorial Jr. High School Musicals

The Eighties and Nineties
District Festival Chorus — 1993
District Music Festival — 1992
District Festival Band — 1994
District Festival Orchestra — 1995
District Festival Chorus — 1996
District Festival Chorus — 1997
Washington D.C. Trip
Patriot Festival — 1999
Washington D.C Trip — 1995
Washington D.C. Trip — 1998
Washington D.C. Trip — 1999
Howard Margolies and Renee Oxman Memorial
Jerry Lasewicki Memorial

Thirty-Fourth Annual Music Festival Program — March 16, 1991
District Music Festival, Chorus, Concert and Band — 2000

Music Maestro Please, Philadelphia — 2001

District Music Festival, Chorus, Concert and Band — 2003
District Music Festival, Chorus, Concert and Band — 2004

Valley Stream Central High School Staff — 2004
Memorial Day Parade — 2005

Pedestrian Bridge at South High School over Hook Creek — Trustee Iadevaio
Pedestrian Bridge at South High School over Hook Creek — Trustee Stris
Valley Stream Central High School Building ca. 2002

North High School Graduation — 2005

Mark Bernstein, VSCHSD Superintendent presenting Budget to residents — 2005

Chapter Four (Land Purchase and Buildings)
Map of VSCHSD with the elementary districts
Surveyor Map of Philips Development Company
Cafeteria Map
Site Drawings
VSCHS first building
Central High School Land Option
Central High School — May 2, 1929
Central High School Post Card - 1936
Custodian Joseph Cacabria
Town of Hempstead School Bonds
North High School Architect Construction Photos
South High School Architect Construction Photos
Ariel view of North and South High Schools
Ariel view of Central High School
Central High School Auditorium Frieze

Valley Stream District Office/Board of Education Sign

Outside view of Central High School

Principal’s office at Central High School
Hendrickson Park and Central High School
Inside View of Central High School Clock Tower

Valley Stream Central High School Clock Tower Repair

Central High School District No. 1 Dedication Exercise Program — December 17, 1929
Memorial High School Dedication Ceremony Program — November 11, 1953

Central High School Rededication Program — December 11, 1987
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The Valley Stream Central High School District
Instructional Services Center Staff
without whom this project may never have come to fruition
Thank you for your invaluable contribution.
William P. Stris

Edward Eagan
Director

Lorraine Tucci James Burke



Valley Stream Maileader Newspaper, June 12, 1975
Vol. 52 No. 24 p. 20

| Historians Pick Emblem Winner

The Valley Stream Historical Society announces the winner of its contest to choose an
emblem for the organization. At the executive board meeting of June 3, the design -
submitted by a Central High School student, Barbara Carlson of Orchard Pl., Valley -
Stream, was selected to be used by the Society. ’ - ’




PREFACE

At the December 17, 1996 meeting of the Valley Stream Union Free School
District Thirteen (hereinafter, “District Thirteen”) Board of Education, the following
resolution was unanimously approved.

WHEREAS, this District is in receipt of a grant for records management in the 1996-97
school year, and

WHEREAS, our Records Management Clerk has uncovered a list of material which might
be of interest to outside groups such as the Valley Stream Historical Society, etc., and

WHEREAS, we are mindful of the historical records maintained by the District, and

WHEREAS, the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen Board of Education
has appointed a Records Advisory Committee and Trustee William P. Stris is a member
of that Committee,

THEREFORE, be it resolved that Trustee Stris be authorized to:

a. review the material held in the District Records Room and any material under
control of the District Clerk, including board minutes, for the purpose of seeing if
a short history of District 13 can be produced’, and

b. review these materials and prepare a recommendation for the Board of Education
concerning material which might be donated and/or borrowed by the Valley
Stream Historical Society; and

. prepare a draft history of Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen to
be presented to the Board of Education.’

! A History of Public School 75 by William S. Mills, Columbia University Archives, New York, N.Y.
(New York City Public School Collection).

? Once the project had commenced, I also solicited materials from the Valley Stream community at large.
See e.g... Volume V of this text: Public Education in Valley Stream. New York During the 20% Centur
William P. Stris (2005) (hereinafter, “Public Education in Valley Stream™) District Thirteen Newsletter, It’s
Elementary Fall 1999 at 5 (“Please check Your Attic for History”) and It’s Elementary, Fall 2000 at 11
(Notice: The district is looking for copies of the following Closing Exercise Programs:) Volume II District
Thirteen Scrapbook at 3,778 to 3,782 (Material requested). (Volume XVI District Thirty Scrapbook at 447
(“Information Requested)” — See also Public Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2, Volume XXII
VSCHSD History — Appendix XVII Panorama Newsletter, February 1997, September 2004 and November
2004. Throughout this text — which encompasses twenty-seven [27] Volumes, cross-citations to particular
pages will take the form of Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume #, Description of Text
at # (referring to page number).




With the passage of this resolution, I began conducting research for a book
entitled, “The History of Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen.” As my

research continued over the years that followed, the scope of my project expanded.

The Valley Stream Union Free School District Twenty-Four®, (hereinafter,
“District Twenty-Four”) the Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirty,’
(hereinafter, “District Thirty”) and the Valley Stream Central High School District®
(hereinafter, “High School District”) each ultimately passed Board resolutions similar to
the resolution passed by District Thirteen in 1996. These additional Board resolutions
provided me access to the Board minutes of all the Valley Stream school districts as well

as to historical materials.’

* See Public Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2 Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 2,441 to
2,443. (These pages are copies of minutes of district 24 allowing Trustee Stris, “to review the minutes of
Valley Stream UFSD 24 for purposes of providing a history of Valley Stream.”) District 13 Board minutes
Book, November 16, 2004 at 1. The board accepted one complete set of Public Education In Valley Stream
New York During the 20" Century, to be housed in the Board Room, “and Volume I entitled VSUFSD
Thirteen History to be housed in each school library.”

* For the text of the District Twenty-Four resolution, see THE DISTRICT 24 BOARD MINUTE BOOKS
of December 17, 1998. See Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 3,750 for letter accepting history.

* For the text of the District Thirty resolution, see THE DISTRICT 30 BOARD MINUTE BOOKS of
January 25, 1999 at 4. The District 30 Board of Education made it very difficult to obtain their minute
books. When it was pointed out that they were public records accessible under the Freedom of Information
Act the Board relented and granted me access to one book at a time. There were over 36 books. See also
Public Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2, Volume II, District 13 Scrapbook, at 2,443 (Letter from
District 30 to research their archives for historical and educational research.), 2,833 ((Letter from District
30 to borrow one minute book at a time for a period of one year) and 3,805 (Letter from District 30
accepting history of their district).

§ For the exact text of the High School District’s resolution, see VSCHSD BOARD MINUTE BOOKS of
February 14, 1997 at 4. See VSCHSD Board Minute Books, December 14, 2004 for resolution accepting
history and “one copy will be placed in each school library and one complete set will be housed in the
office of the Superintendent of Schools.” See also Public Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2.
Volume II, District 13 Scrapbook, at 3,772.

7 In addition to material provided by the districts, I also consulted numerous other resources including local
newspapers, the archives at State Education Department in Albany, the PTA archives in Albany and each
local unit, the archives of the Town of Hempstead, the Long Island Studies Institute at Hofstra University,




\

The title of my book changed from “The History of Valley Stream, Union Free
School District Thirteen” to “Public Education in Valley Stream New York During the

Twentieth Century.”®

The final text is comprised of twenty-seven [27] Volumes. Most of
these Volumes are comprised of reproduced primary source material (i.e. photographs,

yearbooks, newsletters).” These documents chronicle the history of the Valley Stream

school system as well as the early history of the Valley Stream community.

Four [4] of the twenty-seven [27] volumes are made up of narrative chapters that T
have written. Each of these Volumes (I, VIII, XV, or XXII) is a short history of one of
the four [4] Valley Stream Districts. In preparing these four [4] Volumes, I relied
principally upon the minutes of board of education meetings of the various school

districts in Valley Stream.'® My primary goal in preparing these four [4] Volumes is to

Queens Borough Public Library (See Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 3,795), the Queens County
Clerk’s Office (See Volume II at 4,121 & 4,122 ) the incorporated Village of Valley Stream (See Volume
II at 4,123) the Valley Stream Historical Society, and the Valley Stream Henry Waldinger Memorial
Library including their Oral Tape collection (hereinafter, “Waldinger Memorial Library”.)

¥ See VSCHSD Board Minute books July 11, 2006 at 2 for donation resolution. It reads: “Whereas, this
district and the elementary school districts in Valley Stream previously passed resolutions allowing trustee
Stris access to material in order to compile a history of each district, Whereas, the VSCHSD Instructional
Service Center (I.5.C.) has assisted in reproducing copies of these histories and additional primary source
material, Whereas, five sets entitled ‘Public Education in Valley Stream New York During the Twentieth
Century’ will be produced by 1.S.C., Therefore, be it resolved that one complete set be donated to the
following institutions:

Hofstra University — Long Island Studies Institute

Valley Stream Historical Society

Valley Strearn Henry Waldinger Memorial Library

Valley Stream Union Free School District Thirteen
Therefore, be it further resolved that one volume of each School District History be donated to their
respective school library.

® Because “a picture is worth a thousand words,” | have included photographs related to the schools and old
Valley Stream. I also included many student enrollment graphs. I wish to thank my brother-in-law, Stephen
D’Onoftio, for compiling these graphs.

1% Valley Stream Union Free School Districts Thirteen, Twenty-Four, Thirty and the Valley Stream Cenizal
High School District Board Minutes are quoted exactly as written. Spelling and grammar have not been
altered. I have used brackets [ ] for clarification. I have used the short form in citing school district minutes
in footnotes (i.e. District 13 Board Minute Books for Union Free School District Thirteen minute book and




present these minutes in an organized and accessible fashion. Towards this end, I have

done three things.

Initially, I have synthesized material from numerous volumes into areas of general
interest. For example, if one were curious about busing in the district, one could simply
turn to Chapter Five entitled “Transportation.” Secondly, I have included within the
books a number of articles written by other authors. Written during various time periods,
they should make it easier for the reader to put the history of the school districts in
perspective. Finally, I have included within the Volumes many notes and references to
other sources. For those truly interested in learmning about the evolution of the Valley
Stream districts, these notes and references may prove to be an especially useful starting

point for future research.

Of particular importance in these volumes are the primary source material!! on
Valley Stream and its public school system, which is assembled in one convenient place.

I hope it will be of assistance to future students in understanding our local history.'?

VSCHSD Board Minute books for Valley Stream Central High School District). Local papers are liberally
cited throughout the work. The Qutlaw Newspaper was published in Valley Stream in 1923. (See Volume
IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 37 to 47 and 741 to 748 for some copies of the Outlaw newspaper.)
It became the Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald Newspaper in 1925, the Valley Stream Maileader
Newspaper in 1963 and the Valley Stream Herald Newspaper in 2000. For a short sketch of “Early
Newspapers” in Valley Stream consult the Valley Stream Maileader Newspaper, June 10, 1976 at 62.

! Take note of the difficulty in deciphering early handwritten documents. See Public Education in Valley
Stream Supra note 2, Volume I District Thirteen History, Chapter Two at 20 to 33.

' At the present time the fourth grade curriculum in New York State includes local history. For more
information on how to incorporate local history into the curriculum, I recommend an excellent book
entitled Consider the Source—Historical Records in the Classroom, 1995, The University of the State of
New York- The State Education Department-State Archives and Records Administration, Albany, NY
12230. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, Super note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four
Scrapbook at 645 to 718 for early newspaper references to Valley Stream.




Although official minutes provide a wealth of information about the history of a
school district, these documents have inherent limitations. Minutes, by definition, reveal
only the official actions of an organization (here, the School Board).!* While they include
the official votes of the trustees on all motions, they do not and cannot give a complete
explanation of how that vote was reached, nor how much discussion preceded such votes.
The following is an example: for three consecutive years, 1994-97, the minutes of the
District Thirteen Board of Education indicate that the School Board presidency in that
district was decided by a unanimous vote. While this was true of the public vote, the
presidency was, in reality, decided in an executive session (i.e., closed meeting) on a 4-3

split decision.*

I would like to offer a few words on the format, which I have chosen for the four
[4] narrative Volumes. As I intimated earlier, I have divided most material in these
Volumes into sections of general interest (e.g., consolidation, land & buildings, the
Valley Stream State Park, boundary lines, transportation, etc.). Within these sections I

have attempted to follow the minutes chronologically beginning in the nineteenth

century. 15

" The minutes of the boards of education of the various Valley Stream school districts are more
comprehensive than most. Even superficial reading reveals the effort taken by numerous trustees to insure
that these documents reflect events as they actually transpired.

' I know this to be fact since I was the losing candidate on all three occasions.

** I wish to thank Mr. James E. Buckley, chairman of the Trustees of the Valley Stream Historical Society
for allowing me to use the institution’s collection. He was “Person of the Year *08” — Valley Stream Herald
Newspaper, December 25, 2008 at 1 & 2. The Valley Stream Historical Society’s Collection, housed (as of
this writing) in the Pagan/Fletcher House located at 143 Hendrickson Avenue, Valley Stream, NY 11580




Of course, the reader will gain considerably more insight into the history of
Valley Stream schools if (s)he keeps the occurrence, time and significance of external
events in mind (e.g., World War I, The Great Depression, World War I, the advent and
proliferation of private schools in the community, etc.). In short, read between the lines.
Even statistics and lists of names can be more meaningful than immediately apparent. An
example of this is the change, over time; in the way PTA presidents’ names were
recorded in official documents (e.g., Emilie Stris, instead of, Mrs. William Stris). This
can probably be viewed as a consequence of the influence of the Women’s Rights

Movement on the Valley Stream Community.'®

Volume V contains an index of all names that appear in District Thirteen
newsletters (which, over the years, has gone by various names). The same is true for
Volume XII which contains District Twenty-Four newsletters. Volume XXV A & B

contains an index of all names that appear in the High School newsletter (called The

(Tel: (516) -872-4159) has an extensive collection on the High School District. I also recommend viewing
their photo collection. See Volume I District Thirteen History, Introduction at 68 and 69. I also wish to
thank the Instructional Service Center (1.S.C.) staff of the Valley Stream High School District for the
reproduction of these Volumes. This includes supervisor Edward Eagan, James Burke (See Volume I
District Thirteen History at i and Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 2,342, 2,444 and 3,137.) I think
it will be interesting for future generations to know that Volume I — District Thirteen History, and XXII ~
VSCHSD History, were created with the use of a typewriter. The author did not become computer literate
until the end of the project. Originally, Volume I was given to the 1.S.C, office at the High School to type.
As it became too burdensome to add new material, I retyped Volume I from scratch.

16 The official change in Union Free School District Twenty-Four didn’t occur until 1977. See District 24
Minute Books (June 29, 1977) (Letter of June 29, 1977 from Valerie Guido, a resident of the district,
questioning the inclusion of the husband’s first name, and stating her preference for the designation Ms.
Mary Smith. Ms. Guido is to be advised that her suggestion has been received and that in the future the
PTA will have the further option of the designation ‘Ms.” on the form we provide them.”




Observer).!” The compilation of these indices was particularly arduous and time
consuming.'® I believe, however, that these indices will be extremely helpful for future

genealogical research.

Ultimately, five [5] full sets were produced and donated to the following

institutions: '’

The Long Island Studies Institute of Hofstra University.

The Valley Stream Historical Society.

The Valley Stream Henry Waldinger Memorial Library.

The Valley Stream Central High School District’s Superintendent’s Office.
The District Thirteen Office.

One copy of the applicable school history (Volume I, VIII, XV or XXII) was

donated to each school library in the various Valley Stream districts.?’ For example,

"7 Old copies of the Observer Newsletter were removed from the closet in which they were improperly
stored. Volume XXVA & B — VSCHSD Newsletter — The Observer, contains reproductions of these past
issues. VSCHSD Board Minute books (June 10, 2003 at 23) (“The Board agreed to have the original
Observer editions sent to 1.S.C. to be placed in archival folders.”)

*® This was also true for Volume XXII VSCHSD History, Appendix XI - Athletic Awards and Academic
Scholarships.

*® On January 19, 2000 I requested that District Thirteen finance a large portion of this project. My request
was denied at this committee of the whole meeting by a 4 to 3 vote. Trustee Dinkoff, Subbiondo, Viggiano
and Chase indicated that this “expense was not necessary” and voted no. In addition to me, trustees
Chiachiere and Clerico voted to proceed. Trustee Chiachiere then proposed that District Thirteen pay to
print at least one copy of Volume I. This proposal was rejected by the same vote. Ultimately, I decided to
personally bear the expense of producing these Volumes and received some financial assistance from the
Valley Stream Central High School District.

* Each public Valley Stream School District library received the following binders to maintain updated 21%
Century material. District 13 Volumes III, IV, V, and VI - District 24 Volumes X, XI, X, and XII -
District 30 Volumes XVII, XVIII, XIV and XX and VSCHSD Volumes XXIII, XXIV, XXV, and XXVI.
See Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 3,497 and 3,508.



District Twenty-Four received one copy of Volume VIII for each of their three

school libraries. Most original papers were donated to the Long Island Studies Institute.’

It is my sincere hope that in the future someone will write, “Public Education in
Valley Stream New York During the Twenty-First Century.”2 To this end, I have
enclosed the blue pages (in the VSUFSD Thirteen set)’ to continue the original format if

desired.

Finally, I thank God, “The Great Architect of the Universe,” for giving me the
health, time, strength and ability to complete this project. As always, I take complete
responsibility for any errors in this presentation.

William P. Stris

December 31, 2000
Valley Stream Historical Society Life Member

! The PTA newsletters of District Thirteen, one incomplete set of Volume III (yearbooks of District
Thirteen), and one original set of Volume IV (calendar of events for District Thirteen), most photos in
Chapter four of Volume I, one incomplete original set of Volume III, one Volume of VA — 1954 to 1979
newsletters, one Volume of VB — 1980 to 2000 newsletters and one assorted Volume V Newsletters were
returned to District Thirteen.

Most photographs in Chapter Four of Volume I (History of District Thirteen) were donated to the Valley
-Stream Historical Society.

The PTA newsletters of District Twenty-Four along with Volume XII (District Twenty-Four Newsletters)
and one original set of Volume XIV (Closing exercise programs for District Twenty-Four) were donated to
District Twenty-Four.

The PTA newsletters of District Thirty, most photographs in Chapter Four in Volume XV (History of
District Thirty), one incomplete original set of Volume XVI (Scrapbook of District Thirty), one partial set
of Volume XVII ( yearbooks of District Thirty), one original set of Volume XVII. One original set of
Volume XVIII (Calendars of District Thirty), one original set of Volume XIX A & B (Newsletters of
District Thirty), one black bound Volume XIX, with subject index from 1957 to 1983, Volume XX (PTA
Newsletters to each school) and one original set of Volume XXI (Closing Exercise Programs of District
Thirty) were returned to District Thirty.

The High Districts’ School PTA Newsletters, Volume XXIII, (Central, North and South Graduation
Programs) were donated to the three schools.

2 This would be an excellent opportunity to add material to the original project and correct any errors.

* As of this writing the set is contained in the glass show case directly to the right of the entrance to the Elsa
Dickerson Auditorium at the James A. Dever School.




teacher at PS 75 for 30 years, where he found a complete

5 history of elementary schools since the turn of the

century.in their archives.

Stris‘has setved as a Trustee on the District 13 Board of
Education and the High School Board throughout the
past 15 years. He first started to get involved when he,
along with his wife and other parents, inquired about
creating a-gifted and talented program in District 13.
Since then, Stris became involved in many other issues,

,mdudmg BOCES and a committee for AIDS instruction.

Over the past 15 years he has seen many changes

. within the district, including the advancement in tech-

nology. “Schools have to be on the cutting edge,” he said.
“Stris said money in the district is tight, placing a
burden on taxpayers, “[you get] the bang for your buck in
the elementary schools in District 13, but [ don’t think
it's true for the high schools,” he said, adding the high
schools need a tremendous amount of work and repairs.
Stris said that one of the issues for the future is
centralization, which would create a common school
district for kindergarten through 12th grade, and permit
overcrowded elementary schools to send sixth graders to

the junior high school. Eventually, this may lead to
! separating the Junior and Sen
more room. -

ior High Schools to create

t together plctures of the houses and facts ,
llghbarhood as a gift to newcomers to the -

~Aside ,from being a hlstory buff, Stris has been a -

Parkwold Drive, Valley Stream, N,Y. 11580.

William Stris

The feasibility of consolidation is beirig looked at, but
“it will be up to the taxpayers,”. Sttis sa1d “to decide
whether this idea is passed or not.” :

Stris found the present the perfect opportumty to
compile a history. The PTA just celebrated 100 years
along with the New York State School Board Association.
This summer Stris was diagnosed with Guillain-Barré
syndrome, and he had to take a leéave from teaching for
a year. Using the time wisely, Stris decided to “take a
negative and make a positive, and Have

something to show for it,” he said.

Once Stris has finished researching the history of
District 13, he plans to have a copy in each of the school’s
libraries.

The archives only contain minute books beginning in
1927, and Stzis is missing any prior historical facts. If
anyone has or knows anyone with information: from
1927 or earlier about District 13, send it to the School
District Offices, James A, Dever School 585 N. Corona
Ave,, Valley Stream, N.Y, 11580 or Bill Stris ai 41 E.

2 Frankiin Sguare Life v L1 Market, Januvary 9, 1997
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