CHAPTER FOUR

Land Purchases and Buildings

The first school building® in school District 24 was a branch school of District 14
(Hewlett-Woodmere). This school and the area became part of District 24 in 1894 when

the district was organized.

“ That the greater portion of district No. 14 laid to the south, and all of
district 13 laid to the north of the railroad; that the aggregate value of the
taxable property in said district No. 14 was $251,300; that there were two
school houses in said district, [district 14 Hewlett-Woodmere] one of
which was built about five years ago and was used for a branch school,
capable of accommodating about 36 pupils and was located near the
railroad station in what is known as Valley Stream™

The Brooklyn Eagle newspaper reported the following in 1893 and 1896:

! History of Valley Stream, by Robert M. Dibble at 5.

? See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XIIIB, Beacon 1993 at 47 This PTA
Newsletter states that in “1879 the first 2 room schoolhouse stood where our flag pole is now. It faced 5
Street.” This was the first school in the area that became district 24 but at the time it was in district 14.

? State of New York Department of Public Instruction In the Matter Of The Appeal of Eustace H. Wheeler,
John H. Hautsch, Elnathan Eldert Trustees of School No. 13, Town of Hempstead, Queens County vs. John
B. Merrill School Commissioner Second Commissioner District, Queens County. Vol. 3, L-10 page 10 to
14 No. 4248, May 21, 1894,




“Supervisor Edward Townsend and Town Clerk Francis Brill of
Hempstead, as a board of appeal in Valley Stream school controversy,
have found for the necessity of a new school district. For years Valley
Stream proper has had no school. Some children walked to the Hewletts
school, two and a half miles, and others to District No. 13 nearly two
miles north. School Commissioner Merrill was appealed to by the people
of the rapidly growing village and ordered the creation of a new district
[24] from sections of the other two. The Hewlett people consented to
release a part of their territory, but the taxpayers of district No. 13 chose to
fight against the division of their bailiwick and retained Counselor John
Lyon to fight the commissioners. Many hearings were held and scores of
witness testified. The board finds that a new district [24] is necessary.”™

“The handsome new school building in the village costing $10,000 was
dedicated last night, and the assembly room was filled with an interested
audience. The exercises by the school, consisting of speaking and singing
of patriotic songs, was under the direction of the principal, Charles W.
Hallock, and his assistant Miss Mabel Jacques, ...”

“The new building is a two story frame structure containing three school
rooms, a large assembly room and clock, board and library room. It
contains all the latest improvements in the way of heating and ventilating
arrangements. >

“Flag Raising At Valley Stream

“A flag raising took place with impressive ceremonies yesterday afternoon
on the grounds of the new $10,000 schoolhouse recently built by this
school district. D.B. P. Mott post No. 527, G. A.R., had charge of the
ceremonies. There were speeches by School Commissioner James Cooley,
ex-Commissioner John B. Merrill, the Rev. Thomas S. Braithewait and
Professor Smith, superintendent of schools at Woodhaven. A short
entertainment was also given by the pupils of the school.”

* The Brooklyn Eagle, Newspaper, September 21, 1893 at 1. See also_Public Education in Valley Stream,
supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 645.

5 Ibid., January 12, 1896 at 8.

S Ibid., May 30, 1896 at 7. See also_Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District
Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 646.



BROOKLYN AVENUE SCHOOL
“At a special meeting in the schoolhouse in 1898, a referendum was read, and the
people voted to purchase the present site on Brooklyn Avenue. The property was
purchased from Anton Brums and included twenty-two lots in all, two of which he
donated and the balance, he sold at $50.00 each.”’

At the 707 anniversary of the present Brooklyn Avenue School the local paper
reported:

“The present Brooklyn Avenue School building was erected in
1907 at a cost of $30,000. It was the pride of the community with eight
classrooms, electric lights and hot-air heat.
“It replaced the original one room building that had been erected in 1894
and the two story frame building that followed it in 1898.
“Eight more classrooms and an assembly room enlarged the building in
1913, and later a gymnasium was added.®

A sketch of the 1894 schoolhouse is provided in this article.

Roberts Dibble’s History of Valley Stream’ contains information on the district

prior to 1911. The oldest surviving minutes date to May 2, 1911. There seems to have
been two school buildings in the district at the time, one in use and the other closed.'® In
1912, “the District Clerk was authorized to request the New York State Department to

make an inspection of the Old School Building and request permission to again place the

" Valley Stream Maileader Newspaper, June 10, 1976 at 52.

® Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald October 27, 1977 Vol. 54, No. 43 at 6.

? See Appendix VIII in this volume at 5 to 7.

1% See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook,
at 239




said Old School Building in service for school purposes.”!! This failed to materialize and
at the May 13, 1913 board meeting the trustees voted to present to the registered voters of
the District, on June 10, 1913, the following three resolutions:

“SPECIAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING

“In accordance with resolutions adopted by the Board of Education of
Union Free School District Number 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau
County, New York, at a special meeting of said Board of Education held
at the School House on the 17" day of May, 1913.
Notice is hereby given that a Special School District Meeting of the
inhabitants of Union Free School District Number Twenty-Four of the
Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, entitled to vote at any
School Board Meeting held herein, will be at the School House in said
district on the

10™ Day of June, 1913
at 7:30 P.M.., for the purpose of considering and taking action upon the
following Proposition:
“Resolved: That the Board of Education of Union Free School District
Number 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, be,
and is hereby authorized and directed to sell the old school house situated
on the present school site, in rear of the new school building on the south
side of Brooklyn Avenue, between Fifth and Sixth Streets, Valley Stream,
in said Union Free School District, at public auction, to the highest bidder.
Said sale to be held in the manner and pursuant to such notice as said
Board of Education shall deem to be the best interest of said Union Free
School District;
“Resolved: That the Board of Education of Union Free School District
Number 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, be,
and is hereby authorized and directed to levy a tax upon the taxable
property of the said Union Free District Number 24, not to exceed the
sum of Twenty-four thousand dollars ($24,000.00), for the purpose of
erecting a new brick addition to the new brick school building, upon
the site at Brooklyn Avenue, Valley Stream, in said School District, in
accordance with plans to be adopted by the Board of Education, and
approved by the State Commissioner of Education, said tax to be
collected in annual installments of One thousand dollars (51,000.00)
each. The first installment to be collected in the year 1918.

" District 24 Minute Books., December 6, 1912 at 81.




“Resolved: That the Board of Education of Union Free School District
Number 24, of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, be,
and is hereby, authorized and directed to levy a tax upon the taxable
property of the said Union Free School District Number 24, not to exceed
the sum of Five thousand ($5,000.00), for the purpose of altering,
repairing and necessary reconstruction of the old school building, situated
in the present school site, in the rear of the new school building, in said
Union Free School District Number 24, in accordance with the plans to be
adopted by the Board of Education, and approved by the State
Commissioner of Education; and said tax to be collected in annual
installments of One thousand dollars ($1,000.00) each. The first
installment to be collected in the year 1918.

JAMES P. BROWN,
WILLIAM H. KNOCHE,
FRANCIL HAMMILL,
Members of the Board of Education.
FRANCIS HAMMILL, Clerk.”
The results of the vote were 51 Ayes and 12 Nays to sell the old school and 38

Ayes and 26 Nays to erect a new brick school for $24,000."% Since the first resolution to

sell the old school passed the last resolution to reconstruct it was rendered mote.

Mr. F Stanford Philips purchased the old school building for $345.00."° He was
granted in July of 1913 “an extension of time until the 18" day of August to remove the
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said frame Old School Building from the grounds.

On January 21, 1914 the board proposed two resolutions to be acted upon by the

voters at the February 18, 1914 annual meeting. Both motions were applroved.15

12 1bid., June 10, 1913 at 113 to 117. These pages have list of voters and how they voted.
1 Ibid,, July 17, 1913 at 141.

1 Ibid., July 24, 1913 at 144,



“Motion (1) was “not to exceed the sum of Six Thousand ($6,000)
Dollars, for the purpose of finishing construction of the Assembly
Room, located in the new brick addition to the old school building
upon the site at Brooklyn Avenue.”

“Motion (2) was “not to exceed the sum of One Thousand ($1,000.)
Dollars, for the purpose of finishing construction of hall and room for
use of Board of Education, at the end of said hall on the second floor
of the new brick addition to the old school building on the site at
Brooklyn Avenue.”

On July 9, 1919 the voters passed the following two resolutions by a 22 to zero
margin:

“Notice is hereby given by the board of education of Union Free
School District No. 24, of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County,
New York, to the inhabitants of said district, that a special school
district meeting will be held in and for said Union Free School District
No. 24, at the schoolhouse in said district on the 9 of July, 1919, at 8
o’clock P.M., to vote on the following propositions or resolutions:

(1) That the board of education of said district be authorized, empowered
and directed for and on behalf of said district, to complete and finish
two additional class rooms in the schoolhouse of said district so that
same may be used for school purposes, and to lay a new floor in the
gymnasium at a cost of not exceeding four thousand dollars; that sum
of money not to exceed four thousand dollars be raised and levied by
tax upon the taxable property of said district by installments to pay to
pay for such completion of such class rooms and floor; that said sum
be levied and collected in four equal annual installments as follows:
one in each of years 1926 to 1929 both inclusive. That said board of
education be authorized and directed to borrow so much of the sum
voted as may be necessary at a rate of interest not exceeding six per
centum, and to issue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness
therefore, which shall be a charge upon the district, and be paid at
maturity, and which shall not be sold below par; and that there be
raised annually, by tax, a sum sufficient to pay the interest and the
principal, as the same shall become due.

(2) That the board of education of said district be authorized, empowered
and directed for and behalf of said district to erect and install a
suitable and proper sanitary toilet system in said schoolhouse, at a

' Ibid., February 18, 1914 at 186-189 and 192-195 Proposition (1) initially had a tie vote of 75
each. The second vote passed by 11 votes - 72 Ayes and 61 Nayes. Proposition (2) passed the first
time by a vote of 56 Ayes and 8 Nayes.



cost not exceeding four thousand dollars; that a sum of money not to
exceed four thousand dollars be raised and levied by tax upon the
taxable property of said district by installments to pay for
installments of such toilet system; that said sum be levied and
collected in four equal annual installments as follows: one in each of
the years 1922 to 1925 both inclusive. That said board of education be
authorized and directed to borrow so much of the sum voted as may
be necessary at a rate of interest not exceeding six per centum, and to
issue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness therefore, which shall
be a charge upon the district, and be paid at maturity, and which shall
not be sold below par; and that there be raised annually, by tax, a
sum sufficient to pay the interest and the principal, as the same shall
become due.
“And also for the transaction of such other business as may properly
come before said special school district meeting.
Dated, June 16", 1919.

William L. Buck,

Charles H. A. Bungart,

Walter J. Strohmeyer,

As and constituting the Board of Education
of Union Free School District No. 24 of

the Town of Hempstead.
Harry Bayer, Clerk”

Five years later a special meeting of the voters of the district was called. At the
April 2, 1924 a motion was made to construct “an addition composed of ten classrooms, a
kindergarten, a library, an auditorium and a gymnasium” at a cost not to exceed

$243,000.'° The motion failed by 110 votes. (205 no to 95 yes)

1 Ibid., February 28, 1924. There was a proposition on May 8, 1923 for $14,000 “to finish and improve
and furnish for occupancy four unfinished rooms in the school building of the said district on Brooklyn
Avenue.” See The Qutlaw Newspaper March 30, 1923 at 19 or see also_Public Education in Valley Stream,
supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 42.




This defeat caused the board to form “a committee of representative citizens to sit
with the board” and devise a new plan.'” The following resolution was introduced ’at the
April 7, 1924 board meeting after which an informal meeting of the residence was called
where “most of the people stood in favor of a new school. There were about 100

18
present.

“Resolution introduced and carried

“WHEREAS, School District No. 24 is in need of increased school
facilities to care for the children of the District, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees have asked the committee of ten
citizens to sit in conference with the Board for the purpose of formulating
a plan for securing both adequate and economical school facilities in
sufficient time for the needs of the District, now therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that it is the opinion of this Committee that three
propositions should be submitted, viz:

1. Modify the plans of the proposed addition to the present school
building so as to provide only eight classrooms and a gymnasium and
secure an estimate of the probable cost of such an addition;

2. Secure an option on a site in the section west of the Rockaway Branch;
and

3. Secure an option on a site east of Rockaway Branch, or in such other
location as there may be an available, desirable site; and
“RESOLVED, that these tentative propositions be laid before an informal
public meeting to be held on Tuesday, April 15™ at the Schoolhouse,
during which a full discussion of the subject may be had, and that after
such public meeting the Trustees proceed with the calling of a legal
meeting to vote upon such of the propositions as may appear desirable or
such other propositions as may develop.”

The modified resolution was voted on April 30, 1924 and failed this time
by 26 votes.

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of

" Ibid., April 4, 1924 The committee consisted of William Berresford, P. Biersack, H.H. Dyrsen, W.R.
Erickson, P. Fisher, J.W. Gathard, P.J. Hoey, A.M. McDermott, J. Richards and H. Wannamcher.

'8 Ibid., April 15, 1923.



New York is hereby authorized to acquire by purchase, the following
described piece or parcel of land, to-wit;

“ALL that certain lot, piece or parcel of land situate, lying and
being at Valley Stream, in Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and
State of New York bounded and described as follows, to-wit:
BEGINNING at a point on the Southwesterly side of the highway called
Fifth Street, adjoining land belonging to Union Free School District No.
24, running thence South fifty-three degrees, twenty-one minutes
(8.53" 21 "W) West along the said Fifth Street, fifth and 1/10 (50.1) feet to
land now or formerly of Mrs. Vernon, running thence South thirty-six
degrees thirty-nine minutes East (S,36d.39°E) along the said land now or
formerly of Mrs. Vernon, one hundred forty and 15/100 (140.15) feet to
land now or formerly of Abraham F. Foster; running thence North fifty
degrees, fifty-six minutes (N.50d.56’E) East along the said Foster’s land,
one hundred twenty-four and 38/100 (124.38) feet to a locust stake in the
ground adjoining land now or formerly of A. Bruns; running thence North
sixty-three degrees, twenty-five minutes (N.63d 25°W) West along the
said land now or formally of Union Free School District No. 24; running
thence South twenty-nine degrees, one minute (29d.1°) West, five and
77/100 (5.77) feet; running thence North sixty-three degrees, nine minutes
(N.63d.9°W) West, ninety-six and 3/10 (96.3) feet to the point or place of
beginning, the last two courses being along land of the said School
District. Containing all the land within the said bounds, as an addition to
the present school site of the school district and the said board of
Education is hereby authorized to expend therefore, a sum not exceeding
TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED ($2,500.) DOLLARS for the
acquisition of the said land. The said lands as hereinbefore described are
hereby designated as an addition to the present site of the school house in
the said district.

“The said sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLARS i1s hereby appropriated for the purpose aforesaid and shall be
raised by tax upon the taxable property of the said district, to be collected

in the tax levy of 1924.”
49 yes vote 75 no vote The chair declares the resolution lost.”

FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL
Two resolutions to acquire additional land for school purposes were presented to

the voters at the districts July 1, 1924 meeting. The first passed by 241 votes, which then



formed the Franklin Avenue School and site and the second failed by 79 votes, which

would have expanded the Brooklyn Avenue School site.'® The resolutions read:

1. “RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and
State of New York is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to
acquire by purchase, the following described piece or parcel of land,
together with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, to-wit:
“All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, situated, lying and being
at being at Valley Stream, in the Town of Hempstead, County of
Nassau and State of New York, bounded and described as follows, to —
wit: BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the
Westerly line of Franklin Avenue with the Northerly line and running
thence North along the Westerly line of Franklin Avenue, Two
hundred (200) feet to the Southerly line of Valley Stream Boulevard;
running thence Westerly along the Southerly line of Valley Stream
Boulevard Four hundred eighteen and 28/100 (418.28) feet to the
Easterly line of Elmwood Avenue; running thence Southerly along
the Easterly line of Elmwood Avenue Two hundred three and 8/10
(203.8) feet to the Northerly line of Milton Avenue; and running
thence Easterly along the Northerly line of Milton Avenue Four
hundred fifty-seven and 54/100 (457.54) feet to the point of place of
beginning.

as a new school site for the said District and the said Board of
Education is hereby authorized to expend therefore a sum not to
exceeding SIXTY THOUSAND ($60,000)0 DOLLARS for the
acquisition of the said land together with the building and
improvements thereon,; the said lands as here in before described are
hereby designated as a new school house site of the said school
district; and the said Board of Education is hereby authorized and
empowered to sell the building or buildings on the said premises at
public auction to the highest bidder; and that the said Board of
Education be and hereby is authorized and directed to cause plans
and specifications to be prepared for the erection of a new school
building on the said above described premises subject to the approval
of the commissioner of Education and in accordance with the
provisions of Sections 451 and 452 of the Education Law and to erect
such new building in accordance with such plans and specifications
and to expand for such purpose, the sum of not more than ONE
THOUSAND FORTY-NINE THOUSAND FIVE HUBDRED
($149,500.00) DOLLARS; and that said Board of Education be and

' The resolutions that passed are in bold print.
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hereby is authorized and directed to acquire by purchase the
following described piece or parcel of land, to-wit:

“All that certain lot, piece or parcel or land, sitnate, lying and being at
Valley Stream, in the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and
state of New York, bounded and described as follows, to -wit:
“BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the
Westerly line of Second Street with the Northerly line of Rockaway
Road and from said point of beginning running Northerly along the
said Westerly line of Second Street, Two hundred thirty-four (234)
feet and four (4) inches; running thence Westerly along lands now or
formerly of a one Stark, one Erhard, and one Frost, two hundred
(200) feet more or less to the Easterly line of First Street at a point
thereon distance two hundred sixty-eight (268) feet to the said
Northerly line of Rockaway Road; running thence Easterly along the
said Northerly line of Rockaway Road, two hundred (200) feet more
or less to the point or place of beginning; the street lines are herein
mentioned being as shown and designated upon a certain map entitled
“Plan of Property at Valley Stream, owned by E. B. Litchrield, by
Olmstead & Fosgate, 50 Wall Street, N. Y.” filed in the office of the
clerk of the County of Queens on the 5™ day of March 1870; together
with the buildings and improvements thereon;

as a new school house site of the said school district and the said
Board of Education is hereby authorized to expend therefore a sum
not exceeding TWENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED
($27500.) DOLLARS, for the acquisition of the said lands which are
hereby designated as a new school house site of the said district; that
the said Board of Education be authorized and empowered to sell the
building or buildings on the said premises at public auction to the
highest bidder; that both of the said parcels of land here in before
mentioned be purchased and that the new school building be erected
on the first parcel of land herein described at a total cost of not to
exceed the sum of TWO HUNDRED TWIRTY-SEVEN THOUSAND
($237,000.00) DOLLARS and the said sum of TWO HUNDRED
THIRTY-SEVEN DOLLARS is hereby appropriated for the purposes
aforesaid and shall be raised by tax upon the taxable property of the
said district and be collected in twenty-five annual installments of not
more than TEN THOUSAND ($10, 100.00) DOLLARS each; and the
said Board of Education of the said District is hereby authorized and
directed in accordance with the provisions of Section 480 of the
Education Law to borrow on the credit of the said district the sum of
TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-SEVEN THOUSAND ($237,000.00)
DOLLARS, or so much thereof as may be necessary and issue bonds
or other evidence of indebtedness binding upon such district in the
denomination of ONE THOUSAND ($1,000.00) DOLLARS each,
bearing interest at a rate not exceeding SIX (6%) per annum, payable

11



semi-annually to be dated August 1%, 1924; not more than ten or such
bonds or evidences of indebtedness to mature on the 1% day of August,
1926; and not more ten thereof to mature annually thereafter on the
1* day of August in each year until all of them mature and are paid;
and the said District is hereby authorized and directed to raise by tax
upon the taxable property of the district such sum as shall be
necessary to pay each of such bonds and evidence of indebtedness as
they mature and also to pay any and all interest thereon as the same
shall be come due.

“RESOLVED, providing Resolution 1 be adopted, that the Board of
Education of Union Free School District No. 24 of the Town of
Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New York is hereby authorized
to acquire by purchase the following described pieces or parcel of land, to
-wit:

All that certain plot, piece or parcel or land, situate, lying and being at
Valley Stream in the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of
New York, bounded and described as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING at the
comer formed by the intersection of the Southerly line of Brooklyn
Avenue, with the Westerly line of Second Street and from said point of
beginning running Westerly along the Southerly line of Brooklyn Avenue,
two hundred (200) feet to the Easterly line of First Street; running thence
Southerly along the Easterly line of First Street; One hundred (100) feet;
running thence Easterly along land now or formerly of Stark and parallel
to the Southerly line of Brooklyn Avenue, Two Hundred (200) feet to the
Westerly line of Second Street; running thence Northerly along the
Westerly line of Second Street, One Hundred (100) feet to the point or
place of beginning; the streets as herein described being as shown and
designated on a certain map entitled “Plan of Property at Valley Stream,
owned by E.B. Litchfield, by Olmstead & Fosgate, 50 Wall Street, N.Y.”
filed in the office of the clerk of the County of Queens on the 5™ day of
March 1870; together with the buildings and improvements erected
thereon,;

as an addition to the school site of the said district and the said Board of
Education is hereby authorized to expend therefore a sum not exceeding
TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED ($24,500) DOLLARS
for the acquisition of the said lands with the improvements thereon; the
said lands as hereinbefore described being hereby designated as an
addition to the school house site of the said school district, and that the
said Board of Education be authorized and empowered to sell the building
or buildings on the said premises at public auction to the highest bidder;
and the said sum of TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED
($24,500.00) DOLLARS is hereby appropriated for the purpose aforesaid
and is to be raised by tax upon the taxable property of the said district and
be collected in thirteen installments of not more than TWO THOUSAND
($2000.00) DOLLARS each, and that the said Board of Education of said

12



district is hereby authorized and directed in accordance with the provisions
of Section 480 of the Education Law to borrow on the credit of the said
district the said sum of TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED
($24,500) DOLLARS or so much thereof as may be necessary and issue
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness binding upon such district in the
denomination of not more than ONE THOUSAND ($1,000.00)
DOLLARS each, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding Six (6%) per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, to be dated August 1%, 1924
and two of such bonds or evidence of indebtedness to mature on the 1%
day of August, 1926 and not more than two to mature annually thereafter
on the 1% day of August in each year until all of them mature and are paid
and the said district is hereby authorized and directed to raise by tax upon
the taxable property of the district such sum as shall be necessary to pay
each of such bonds and evidence of indebtedness as they mature and also
to pay any and all interest thereon as the same shall become due.”

“The tellers reported that the number of electors voting and the number of
ballots cast was 288; that as to resolution No.1, 263 persons voted yes and
22 persons voted no and three ballots were blank. As to resolution No.2,
84 persons voted yes and 167 persons voted no and 37 ballots were
blank.” Thus the land for the Franklin Avenue School was purchased for
$60,000 and a further addition of land to the Brooklyn Avenue School
failed.

During the two years, 1926 and 1927, more land was added to the Brooklyn
Avenue School. On August 3, 1926% the voters passed by 49 votes additional land
adjacent to the Brooklyn Avenue School. The vote was 161 to 112, with one blank. The

second occurred on December 6, 1927.The 1926 resolution stated:

“RESOLVED that the Board of Education Union Free School
District 24 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and the State
of New York, is hereby authorized to acquire by purchase, the
following described piece or parcel of land to wit:

“ALL that certain lot, piece or parcel of land situated, lying
and being at Valley Stream, in the Town of Hempstead, County of
Nassau and the State of New York, bounded and described as follows,
to wit: BEGINNING at the point on the Southwesterly side of the

2 1pid. Tune 29, 1926 This land was sold to the school district from the Baptist Association. See also
Public Education in Valley Stream. supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 2,793 and

2,832.
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highway called Fifth Street, adjoining land belonging to Union Free
School District No. 24; running thence South fifty-three degrees,
twenty-one minutes (S.530 39°W.) West along the said Fifth Street,
fifty feet and 1-10 (50.1 feet to land now formerly of Mrs. Vernon;
running thence South thirty-six degrees thirty-nine minutes East
(S.360 39’ E.) along the said land now or of Mrs. Vernon, one hundred
forty and 15-100 (140-15) feet to land now or formerly of Abraham F.
Foster; running thence North fifty degrees, fifty-six minutes (N. 500
53’ E.) East along the said Foster’s land, one hundred and twenty-
four and 38-100 (124.38) feet, to a locust stake in the ground adjoining
land now or formerly of A. Burns; running thence North sixty-three
degrees, twenty-five minutes (N. 630 25° W.) West along the said land
now or formerly of A. Burns; fifty-seven and 3-10 (57.3) feet to land of
the said Union Free School District No. 24; running thence South
twenty-nine degrees, one minute (290 1°) West, five and 77-100 (5.77)
feet; running thence North sixty-three degrees, nine minutes (N 630
9°W.) West, ninety-six and 3-10 (96.3), feet to the point or place
beginning, the last two coursed being along land of the said school
district. Containing all the land within the said bounds, as an addition
to the present school site of the school district, and the said Board of
Education is hereby authorized to expend therefore, a sum not
exceeding Two Thousand Five Hundred ($2500.00) Dollars for the
acquisition of the said land. The said land as hereinbefore described
are hereby designated as an addition to present site of the school
house in the said district.

“The said sum of Two Thousand Five Hundred ($2500.00) Dollars is
hereby appropriated for the purpose aforesaid and shall be raised by
tax upon the taxable property of the said district, to be collected in the
tax levy of 1926.”

Then on November 3, 1927 the School Attorney was instructed to draw up papers
“of adjusting the Fifth St. property.” A successful vote of the residence occurred on

December 6, 1927 at the Franklin Avenue School.

“Resolved that the following proposition be authorized to the voters at
the special Meeting of Union Free School District 24, Town of
Hempstead, County of Nassau to be held on Tuesday, December 6“‘, at
8:00 P.M., at the Franklin avenue School Building in said district.

“PROPOSITION I:- Shall the Board of Education of Union Free
School District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and the
State of New York, in consideration of the sum of One ($1) Dollar,
and other good and valuable considerations, exchange, and
hereinafter designated as parcel B. for another certain parcel of land
now owned by the incorporated Village of Valley Stream, and
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hereinafter designated as parcel A. for the purpose of altering,
changing and straightening out the course of the Street known as
Fifth Street in the Incorporated Village of Valley Stream, and for the
benefit of the said School District.

Parcel B

“All that piece or parcel of land, situated, lying and being at Valley
Stream, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New
York and more particularly bounded and described as following, to
wit:-

“BEGINNING at a point on the present easterly line of fifth Street
214 feet southerly from the corner formed by the intersection of the
southerly line of Brooklyn Avenue and the easterly line of fifth Street;
running thence southeasterly on a beginning and having a radius of
43.73 feet, a distance of 31. 16 feet, said curve being along the
proposed new easterly line of Fifth Street; thence running S. 100 -
0O’ E. on a course tangent to the above mentioned curve 43.25 feet to
the intersection of the present northerly line of Fifth Street; thence
running N. 610-03’ W. along the present northerly line of Fifth Street;
thence running N. 300-50° E. along the present line of Fifth Street
62.60 feet to the point or place of beginning. Containing 1157 Sq, feet
of land more or less.

Parcel A.
“ALL that piece or parcel of land, situate, lying and being at Valley
stream, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New
York and more particularly bounded and described as follows, to
wit:-

“BEINNING at the intersection of the southerly line of Lot #22 of L.
Warneke Subdivision and the present easterly line of Fifth Street,
running thence W. 340-34° W. on said southerly line extended
westerly 16.85 feet to its intersection with a curve, having a radius of
50 feet and which curve is tangent to the present easterly line of Fifth
Street at a point 37.22 feet southerly from the southerly line of said lot
#22, which curve is the proposed new easterly line of Fifth Street;
running thence northwesterly along said curve 16 feet more or less to
the northerly end of said curve; thence running N. 100-00° W. still
along the proposed easterly line of Fifth Street on a course tangent to
said curve a distance of 31.46 feet to the intersection with the present
northerly line of Fifth Street; running thence S. 610-03” E. along the
present northerly line of Fifth street 64.55 feet to the present easterly
line of Fifth Street; running thence S. 550-26> W. along the present
easterly line of Fifth Street 50.10 feet to the point or place of
beginning. Containing within said boundary 1637 sq. feet more or
less.”
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The decade of the twenties was the genesis for acquiring land to build a third
school in the district.*' This attempted expansion is first recorded in the December 30,

1929 minutes. It reads:

“Mr. Tisdall started the call of the [special] meeting which was to
discuss the plans for a suitable site for a new school in District 24 in order
to relieve the congestion in the two schools [Brooklyn Ave., Franklin
Ave.] now in use.”

“There were three sites presented to the Board for their
consideration. One on Rockaway Ave. at Brush drive, one further down
Rockaway Ave. below Du Bois Ave., and one lying in the strip of woods
one block west and parallel to Cochran Place about the opposite to Pine
Lane.”

“After considerable discussion on the propositions by the Board it
was decided to request that a committee of three people from the Gibson
Community Club, The South side Taxpayers Assoc. The Exchange Club,
The Lions Club, and the East End Assoc. be invited to attend a joint
meeting with the Board to further discuss this matter. The people to be
called from these Associations to be resident taxpayers of District 24. The
proposition to be considered by the meeting to be a new School south of
the tracks.”

“to look around with a view to acquiring additional property to the
present Brooklyn Ave. School and find out if it would not be possible to
build on it in preference to the locations which had already been
submitted.”

“try and secure options on property on Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Sts.
Adjoining the Brooklyn School.”
A special meeting of the board was called in January of 1930 at which time a

delegation from the Southside Taxpayers Association, the “Gibson Community Club,”

and the East End Association were present.

21 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 28.

16



“the call of the meeting which was to seek the aid of those present
to assist the School Board in a selection of a site for a new school to be
erected somewhere in the section south of the Long Island Tracks.”?
A lengthy discussion was held on three sites. It was decided to put the purchase of

a new school site to the voters to decide. All twelve representatives also agreed not to

consider a vote on an addition to the Brooklyn Avenue School.

Five month later, on June 13, 1930, the board called another special meeting “to
learn if possible which piece of property if any the taxpayers favored purchasing for a
new school.” The following transpired:
“Mr. Tisdall then called for a vote as to which piece of property the
voters favored the piece on Rockaway Ave. showed that 40 people favored
it as against 3 who did not favor it. A vote was taken as to whether the
people favored the disposal of the Stark property the same to be at the
discretion of the Board either as a sale or in trade for another piece of
property. This vote showed that 39 people favored while 2 opposed it.
Another vote was taken as to whether or not the people favored building a

new school at once and this vote showed that 35 people favored building
at once.””

Two propositions were drawn up at the June 17, 1930 meeting and voted on by
the taxpayers on July 22, 1930. Proposition 1 was to acquire land for a new school site
and if passed proposition 2 would sell school land. Propositions 1 failed by 205 votes.
There were 363 yes votes, 568 no votes and two votes were void. The wordings of both

propositions were as follows:

2 District 24 Minute Books, January 18, 1930.

B Ibid., June 13, 1930.
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“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, call a
special meeting of the inhabitants of said School District entitled to vote,
to be held at the Brooklyn Avenue School, Brooklyn Avenue, Valley
Stream, Nassau County, New York, in said School District on the 201 of
July, 1930, at 8 o’clock in the evening of that day (Daylight Saving Time),
to vote upon the following propositions in which taxes are proposed, the
amount and purpose thereof to be specified.

PROPOSITION I

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized, directed and empowered to acquire by purchase the
following described piece or parcel of land, to-wit:

“ALL those certain lots, pieces or parcels of land, situated, lying
and being at Valley Stream Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New
York, known as and by the lot numbers, ONE (1) to THIRTY-FOUR (34)
both including, in Block “B” and known as and b lot numbers ONE (1) to
SEVENTEEN (17) both inclusive, in Block “C” on a certain map entitled
“Map No. 8, Property of the Gibson Corporation, Valley Stream,
N.C.L.N.Y., Surveyed by Q. F. Disher,” which map was filed in the office
of the Clerk of the County of Nassau on the 9™ day of October, 1926,
which property is bounded and described as follows:-

“Bounded on the North by Alsop St. on the Northeast by
Rockaway Avenue, on the Southeast by North Brush Drive and on the
West by Gibson Boulevard.

“TOGETHER with all the rights, title and interest of the owners of
the above described property, if any, in and to Bow Street as the same
appears on said map.

“As a new site, and said Board is hereby authorized, directed and
empowered to expend therefore a sum not exceeding one hundred thirty-
six thousand three hundred and twenty dollars ($326,320.00) for the
acquisition of the said lands, which sum shall be raised by tax on the
taxable property of the district and be collected in annual installments as
provided by Section 467 of the Education Law; and that the said Board of
Education of said district is hereby authorized and directed in accordance
with the provisions of Section 480 of the Education Law to borrow on the
credit of said district the said sum of One hundred thirty-six thousand
three hundred and twenty dollars ($136,320.00) or so much thereof as may
be necessary, and issue bonds binding upon such district in the
denomination which shall be of such amounts and levied in such years as
may be determined within such limitation as may be fixed by the Board of
Education, and the said district is hereby authorized and directed to raise
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by tax upon the taxable of the district such sum as shall be necessary to
pay each of such bonds as they mature and also to pay any and all interest
thereon as the same shall become due.

“The said lands as hereinbefore described are hereby designed as
the site of the schoolhouse in the said district.

PROPOSITION No. 2

“RESOLVED, that the District shall sell for a price not less than Thirty-
six thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars ($36,720.00) the following
described site now owned by Union Free School District No. 24, to wit:
ALL those certain lots, pieces or parcels of land, which the building and
improvements thereon erected, situate, lying and being at Valley Stream
Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, known as and by the lot
numbers Nine (9), Ten (10), Eleven (11), Twelve (12), Thirteen (13),
Fourteen (14), Fifteen (15), Sixteen (16), Seventeen (17), Eighteen (18),
Nineteen (19), Twenty (20), Twenty-one (21), Twenty-two (22), Twenty-
three (23), Twenty-four (24), Twenty-five (25), Twenty-six (26), Twenty-
seven (27), Twenty-eight (28), Twenty-nine (29) in Block C, Section (1),
as laid out and designated on a certain map entitled “Plan of Property at
Valley Stream, Owned by E. B. Litchfield, by Olmsted and Fosgate,
Architects, 50 Wall St., New York, and filed in the office of the Clerk of
the County of Queens on the fifth day of March, 1870, as Map Number
237

“FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education be authorized,

directed and empowered to sell said property as above provided only in

the event that Proposition No. 1 at this meeting voted on, be adopted.”

Undeterred by the negative vote and driven by the “congested conditions in the
schools” another special meeting was called for September 9, 1930. Board members gave
their opinion on whether to propose acquiring new land or adding to the Brooklyn
Avenue and or Franklin Avenue Schools. It was decided “that the selection of the

committee be left to the taxpayers themselves.” At this time the board was in receipt of

 letters from the Capie Realty Corporation and John L. Richards “offering a piece of
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property to the-School Board on which to erect a new school.” This information was filed

and sent to the Citizens Committee.?*

Special meetings of the Board were held in November of 1930 to discuss and
listen to the “taxpayers committee” proposals on a new school site. A piece of land
“being located at Haig Road and Rockaway Ave. and consisting of seven acres” was
discussed. Trustee Buck was requested to see if Albany would approve plans and see if
Mr. Gibson® “would be willing to sell five acres of this piece of land, also find out if he
would be willing to take the Stark property in exchange for part payment.”*® Less then a
week later another meeting was called where it was announced that Mr. Gibson would
allow the Board to secure five acres of the six and seventh tenths acres he owns and that

“would under no consideration take the Stark property as part payment on this piece of

property.” %’

The entire matter became academic when at the December 15, 1930 meeting “Mr.
Buck stated that Mr. Mepham [Nassau Superintendent] has told him that the State Board
would not approve of the purchase of a piece of ground that would not offer relief to the

section known as the Old Gibson section, unless the guarantee of the erection of a bridge

2 Ibid., October 20, 1930.

%% See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII District Twenty-Four History,
Appendix XI, Gibson At A Glance at 2 and 3 for a biographical sketch and photo of Mr. Gibson.

% District 24 Minute Books. November 12, 1930.

7 Ibid., November 17, 1930. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, January 2, 1931Vol. VI, No. X
“School sight favored by Gibson Residents” and June 12, 1931 at 1 Vol. VI, No. XXXIII “District 24 to
vote on new School decided at Meeting”
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across the Long Island tracks could be secured. This in order that children not have to

cross a grade crossing in going to school.”

Another special meeting of the board was called for December 22, 1930 with Mr.
Mepham and the following resolution was approved which eventually formed the basis
for the future Horton Avenue (William L. Buck) School site. The $62,500.00 “Augustine
farm”?® land proposition passed by five votes on January 26, 1931. (Votes to purchase the

site were 250. Votes not to purchase the site were 245 with 2 blanks.)

“At a special meeting of the Board of Education of Union Free
School District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, State of
New York, held at the Franklin Avenue School, Franklin Avenue,
Nassau County, New York, on the 22md day of December 1930.

PRESENT:

TREVOR H. TINSDALL WALTER V. GOVER
WALTER VAN TASSEL

JOHN J. MULLER

WILLIAM L. BUCK

HERMAN J. BOHLMAN

ABSENT:

WILBUR JARVIS

“The following Resolution was offered by Trustee, WALTER V.
GOVER, and seconded by Trustee, HERMAN J. BOHLAN, to wit;-
“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County and State of New
York, called a special meeting of the inhabitants of said school District
entitled to vote, to be held at the Brooklyn Avenue School, Brooklyn
Avenue, Valley Stream, Nassau County, New York, in said School
District on the 26™ day of January, 1931, at 8 o’clock in the evening of
that day, to vote upon the following propositions in which taxes are
proposed, the amount and purpose thereof to be specified.
FURTHER;

2 Ibid., January 19, 1931 A letter from the Department of Education in Albany and Mr. Mepham approving
the Augustine site is received and filed by the board. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra
note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 31.
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“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized, directed and empowered to acquire by purchase
the following described piece or parcel of land, to-wit:- ALL those
certain lots, pieces or parcels situated, lying and being at Valley
Stream, county of Nassau and State of New York, bounded and
described as follows:-

“BEGINNING at a stake on the Easterly side of Horton Ave., 327.33
feet from the corner formed by the intersection of the Northerly side
of Rockaway Avenue with the Easterly side of Horton Avenue; thence
running South, 49 degrees, 4 minutes, 30 sections East, 401.39 feet to a
stake; thence running South 67 degrees, 2 minutes, 14 seconds, West
along land now formerly belonging to Henry Schreiber, 330.98 feet to
a stake; thence running South 67 degrees, 54 minutes, 20 seconds
West, 59.72 feet to a stake; thence running South 49 degrees, 28
minutes, 20 seconds West, 28.74 feet to a stake; thence running South,
32 degrees, 7 minutes, 20 seconds West to a stake 59.86 feet; thence
running South 53 degrees, 52 minutes, 30 sections, East along land
now called map of Estates of Valley Stream, Section 2, 624.30 feet to a
stake in the Easterly side of Horton Avenue; thence running North 33
degrees, 7 minutes, 30 sections East along the Easterly side of Horton
avenue, 389.35 feet to the point or place of beginning.

“As a new site, and said Board of Education is hereby authorized,
directed and empowered to express therefore a sum not exceeding
SIXTY-TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED ($62,500.00)
DOLLARS for the acquisition of said lands, which sum shall be raised
by tax on the taxable property of the district and be collected in
annual installments as provided by section 467 of the Education Law;
and that the said Board of Education of said district is hereby
authorized and directed in accordance with the provisions of Section
480 of the Education Law to borrow on the credit of said district the
said sum of SIXTY-TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED
($62,500.00) DOLLARS or so much thereof as may be necessary, and
issue bonds binding upon such district in the denomination which
shall be of such amounts and levied in such years as may be
determined within such limitations as may be fixed by the Board of
Education., and the said district is hereby authorized and directed to
raise by tax upon the taxable property of the district such sum as shall
be necessary to pay each of such bonds as they mature and also to pay
any and all interest thereon as the same shall become due.

“The said lands as hereinbefore described are hereby designated as a
site for a schoolhouse in the said district. “
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Now that land was acquired for a third school in the District plans for erecting this
building commenced on February 16, 1931. At this board meeting the trustees by a 3 to 2 vote
decided to construct a school building on the recently purchased Augustine property.I Mr. F.P.

Wiedersum and Mr. Joseph J. Gunther were hired on March 4, 1931 as architects for this project.

On October 5, 1931 the board approved a motion for $451,000 to present to the voters for

erect this new building.? The minutes of this meeting record the following draft of the two

architects:
General Construction Complete $306.000.00
Heating and Ventilation 55.000.00
Plumbing and Sanitary work complete 25.000.00
Electrical work complete 22.000.00
Total  $408.000.00
Gymnasium Equipment 1.700.00
Stage Equipment 2.750.00
Running Track 1/5 mile cinder path, concrete curb
Concrete basketball court, with baskets and stops, seeding 9.000.00
grading, and topsoil, Landscaping & c. 2.500.00
Wire Fence 1.700.00
Flag Pole 400.00
Lighting Fixtures 3.750.00
Furniture Complete, Shades and dental unit. 24.000.00
Sidewalks and curbs, 4.200.00
Total  $458.000.00

The final price for the proposed building was $450,000,00 and was voted on by the

residence on November 9, 1931. The proposition failed by 407 votes. (In favor of proposition

! Ibid., February 16, 1931. Trustees Muller, Gover and Bohlman votes yes, while trustees Buck and Van Tassel
voted no.

2 Ibid., March 23, 1931. The State Education Department approves plan for new school.
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were 405. Votes not in favor were 812 with 5 blanks.” The local paper stated that, “the defeat is

but another demonstration of money scarcity.”

After this defeat the board discuss a new proposition. “The new proposition would be a
school of smaller size with a combination gymnasium and auditorium. This matter was gone
over with the Architects who presented new plans for a twelve room school at a cost of
$275,000.00.” Representatives from different sections of the district were invited to discuss this

plan.

The board acted on December 21, 1931 when they went on record with the following.

“A motion was made by Mr. Gensch seconded by Mr. Gover that a twelve
room school be erected on Horton Ave. site at a cost of $275,000 fully equipped.
This motion was carried the vote showing four in favor two apposed. Mr. Buck
and Mr. O’Brien were opposed to the twelve room school for the reason that they
thought people should be given a chance to vote on an addition to the Franklin
Ave. School.”

“New School Plans Approved by Board Members, Dist. 24”
New 14 room school on Horton Ave.
“W.L. Buck declined to vote on the proposition and therefore the matter was
unanimously carried. Mr. Buck contention was that an addition to Franklin Ave.
School or a smaller building would be sufficient.””

3 Ibid., November 9, 1931 at 3. Total vote was 1,222. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, November 13, 1931
Vol. VII, No. 3 “Proposition For New School Is Defeated 2 to 1”

* Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, January 29, 1932 Vol. VII, No. 14 at 1.

5 District 24 Minute Books, November 30, 1931 at 6. Twenty-six names are listed in minutes. Each expressed their
view on the proposition.

6 Ibid., December 21, 1931 at 9.

7 Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, July 31, 1931 Vol. VI, No. 40 at 1.
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The vote was held on January 25, 1932 and failed. Eight hundred and eighty two (882)

voted against the proposition. Three hundred seventy nine (379) voted in favor.®

The rest of the decade was dedicated to managing school properties and trying to resolve

the bill from the two architects. The former can be summarized as follows:

o “Mr. Grover spoke about collecting of rent from the school tenants and also about
renting the Augustine farm for the year.””

e “The Clerk was instructed to write Frank Augustine a letter advising him that he
may have the farm for another year provided he pay all arrears and be prepared to
vacate the premises at any time on a thirty day notice.”'”

e . Mr. Augustine “ploughing the farm land on the school property and for him to
stop operations at once and remove all farm implements from the premises. This
action because of Mr. Augustine ignoring the letter from the school Board
wherein they advised him that he must pay up al arrears before he could have the
property for another year.”!!

e Motion made to authorize the building committee “to arrange with the Fire
Commissioner to burn down the Augustine house which is unoccupied provided
the Department will fill in the cellar after this has been done.”"?

e Thirty dollars expended to demolish and fill in cellar at Augustine house."

e “Board receive bid for the rental of the five acres known as the Augustine
farm.”'*

o “A letter from John Augustine submitting a bid of Seventy Five Dollars for use of
Augustine farm for the coming season.”"”

e Principal Gardner spoke of high-tension wire on Augustine property.'®

® District 24 Minute Books, January 25, 1932 at 11.

® Ibid., February 15, 1932 at 12.

' Ibid., February 15, 1932 at 12.
" Ibid., March 29, 1932 at 19,

2 Ibid., May 16, 1932 at 22.

B Ibid., September 26, 1932 at 32.
" Ibid., January 16, 1933 at 42.

15 Ibid., March 20, 1933 at 45,

6 Ibid., January 31, 1935 at 82.
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e Janitor asked to find out about high-tension wire on Augustine property.'’
e Village uses Stark property for parking.18
e Village of Valley Stream cancels lease on parking lot of Stark property."

After the January 25, 1932 defeat the problem of paying the two architects became a
problem. In March of that year a “$17,547.94 bill for services rendered for drawing up plans and
specifications for the proposed school to be erected on Horton Avenue property” was discussed

and filed.? This matter continued for two years and can be summarized as follows:

e A committee meets with architects to go over bill and if reasonable to present to

voters.”!

Architect fee submitted to State Education Department for their advice.”?

Board receives letter from architect’s lawyer.”

Taxpayers reject architects fee. The vote was 56 to pay and 214 to reject.?*

“Mr. Wiedersum and Mr. Gunther appeared before the board in reference to their

claim for fees in connection with the drawing of plans for the school District.” A

committee is formed.?

¢ Discussion of architect fee held. No decision reached to include in budget or hold
a special meeting. %

e Architect committee report: “willing to lower their demands with a view to
obtaining a settlement and the committee submitted a new figure from the
architects amounting to $5,679.51”%

17 Ibid., February 18, 1935 at 83.

18 Ibid., January 21, 1936 pat 101.
° Ibid., September 21, 1937 at 133.
2 Tbid., March 29, 1932 at 19.

2! Ibid., August 15, 1932 at 30.

2 Ibid., September 26, 1932 at 32.
3 Ibid., October 17, 1932 .

* Ibid., January 10, 1933.

% Ibid., February 20, 1933 at 43.

% Ibid., April 4, 1933 at 47.

2 Ibid., June 19, 1933 at 51.
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¢ The taxpayers vote to pay architect failed. (49 vote yes while 94 voted no.)28

e The Architect’s remind board that paragraph 12 of their contract called for
arbitration.”

e The board is served with papers over architects foe.

e Board has special meeting to decide if they want to go a judge or trial over architects fee. Voted
for trial.”’

e  “Letter from Attorney Hall advising the Board that the case of Wiedersum and Gunther vs School
Board of Dist. 24 had been appealed.*

From the January 25, 1932 building defeat till December 29, 1949 there were no more
resolutions to build schools or acquire land. During this period the community was reeling from

the Economic Depression of the 30’s and the World War of the 40’s.

In October of 1948 the board started discussion and implementation of a comprehensive
school survey. “The survey is to thoroughly cover the educational needs of the District together
with a comparable building program for the same extending over a ten to fifteen year period.”3 3
The other two elementary districts were called in to participate but they declined.

“After some discussion on the subject of having a survey of all the

Districts, it was decided the consensus of opinion that Dist. 13 and Dist. 30 feel

that at the present time they do not feel the need of a school survey and therefore
would not care to consider a general school survey for their schools.”*

2 Ibid., September 12, 1933 at 55.
% Ibid., October 16, 1933 at 58.

30 Ibid., January 21, 1933 at 63.

3! Ibid., March 6, 1934 at 65.

32 Ibid., May 21, 1934 at 69.

33 Ibid., October 28, 1948 at 71. Dr. Paul R. Mort of Teachers College Columbia University was called in to help
with the survey.

3% Ibid., January 10, 1949 at 74.
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On the last days of the decade of the forties the taxpayers approved of a proposition to
sell the Stark property to M. Frederick P. Wiedersum for $17,500 by 66 votes. The vote was

seventy-three (73) in the affirmative and seven (7) in the negative.

“RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Union Free School District No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York is hereby
authorized and empowered to sell and convey to FREDERICK P.
WIEDERSUM, or his assigns, for the sum of $17,500, all cash, the following
described property, it being no longer of any use to said District, which said
property is located on Roosevelt Avenue in said School District and being
more particularly described as follows, to wit:

“ALL those certain lots, pieces or parcels of land situate, lying and
being in Incorporated Village of Valley Stream, in the Town of Hempstead,
County of Nassau and State of New York, known as and by the lots
numbered 9 to 29, both inclusive, in Block “C”, Section 1, on a certain map
entitled, “plan of Property at valley Stream, owned by E. B. Litchfield, by
Olmstead & Fosgate, Architects, 50 Wall Street, N.Y.” and filed in the office
of the Clerk of the County of Queens on March 15, 1870 under file number
273 and in Nassau County under file number 13.”

The decade of the fifties started with a flurry of activity in proposed school construction
and land acquisition. The board “decided to call two public meetings [February 23 and March 2,
1950] to explain to the taxpayers the [two] propositions.”35 At the January 17, 1950 board

meeting these two propositions were approved by the trustees.

Proposition No. 1 — Addition to Franklin Avenue School
Proposition No. 2 — Erection of a new building on the Horton Avenue site.

At the next meeting of the board on January 24, 1950 a motion “carried that the

resolution calling for an addition on the Franklin Ave. School be rescinded.”® The second

35 Ibid., January 14, 1950 at 107.

3 Ibid,, January 24, 1950 at 109. “It was decided at this time to arrange a tour of some of the schools in Nassau
County and to invite some parents of the District to accompany the School Board on this tour.”

28



resolution to erect on the Horton site the William L. Buck School,”’ for $725,000.00 was
presented to the voters on February 1, 1950. It passed by 69 votes. There were one hundred fifty

nine (159) affirmative ballots and ninety (90) negative ballots.

“The Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 24 of the Town of
Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, hereby gives notice that a special district
meeting of the qualified voters of said School District will be held at the Franklin
Avenue School building, Franklin Avenue, in said School District, on the gt day
of March, 1950, at 7:30 P.M., Eastern Standard time, at which the polls will be
kept open between the hours of 8:00 o’clock P.M. and 10:00 o’clock P.M. Eastern
Standard Time, for the purpose of voting by ballot upon the following
propositions:

PROPOSITION NO. 1
“Shall the following resolutions be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 24
of the town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is hereby authorized to
construct and equip an addition to the existing school building on Franklin
Avenue, in said School District, at a cost not exceeding $235,000. including
incidental expenses; and to pay the cost thereof, the sum of $235,000 shall be
raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property in said School District and
collected in annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law;
and, in anticipation of such tax, bonds of said School District shall be issued.

PROPOSITION NO. 2
“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Union Free School District No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is hereby
authorized to construct and equip a new elementary school building on the
school site on Horton Avenue, in said School District, at a cost not exceeding
$725,000, including incidental expenses; and to pay the cost thereof, the sum
of $725,000 shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property in
said School District and collected in annual installments, as provided by
Section 416 of the Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax, bonds of
said School District shall be issued.”

37 Ibid., May 9, 1950 at 126, “Upon motion by Mr. Hill sec. by Mr. Vollmer it was resolved to name the new school
the ‘William L. Buck School’ in honor of Mr. Buck who had served the district and central High School Boards for
so many years. Resolution was unanimously adopted.”
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A month after the approval of the construction of the Buck elementary school the board
asked the voters to approve the purchase of another piece of property on Hungary Harbor Road.

The Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald newspaper reported the following at the time:

“The property in question is in the incorporated area of the village at Central
Avenue and Hungary Harbor road owned by Emily Reisert, consisting of about 9
acres which is designed to be used for school purposes to meet the growth in the
district. Members of the board point out that land for school expansion purposes is
becoming a scarce item and unless property is acquired at this time future
expansion of schools might require huge condemnation action or to purchase
lands at exorbitant prices.

“The site borders on the extensive development where new homes are continually
under contraction with the obvious results that tremendous educational demands
will be a future problem, according to the board.

“The following specific points are emphasized in a special bulletin, which will be
sent to every taxpayer in the district during the next week.

1. On a basis of a recent survey and a recommendation made by the State Education
Department, this school site is necessary to provide for the future building
expansion to keep pace with its school enrollment.

2. This is the best site to serve this general area.

3. The bulk of the new housing projects in the district are located in this area.

4. The acquisitiorslgof this site will provide adequate elementary schools in the district for
all times.”

On March 8, 1950 the voters approved the following resolution to expend $60,000 to
purchase the Reisert farm. This became the site of the future Harbor Road (Robert W.
Carbonaro) elementary school.* There were three hundred ninety four (394) affirmative votes to
ninety one (91) negative votes. Thus the resolution passed by three hundred and three (303)

votes. The resolution read:

“PROPOSITION

“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

38 yalley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, January 5, 1950 Vol. XXIV, No. 49.

3 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII District Twenty-Four Scrapbook, at 64.
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“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized and empowered to acquire the land hereinafter described
as a school site for the said school District, at a cost not to exceed $60,000;
and to pay the cost thereof the sum $60,000 shall be raised by the levy of a
tax upon the taxable property of said School District and collected in annual
installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; such land
being described as follows:

“ALL that certain piece or parcel of land with the buildings and
improvements erected thereon, situated, lying and being in said school
district, partly in the Incorporated Village of valley Stream, Town of
Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, bounded and described as follows, to
wit:

“BEGINNING at the corner formed by the intersection of the
northerly line of Hungary Harbor Road and the westerly line of Central
Avenue as widened by Nassau County and running thence south seventy-five
degrees thirteen minutes west along the northerly line of Hungary Harbor
Road two hundred twenty-four and 25/100 feet, thence north sixty-four
degrees three minutes west along other land of Emil Reisert and Charles H.
Reisert one hundred fifty feet, thence south thirty-eight degrees fourteen
minutes west still along other land of Emil Reisert and Charles H. Reisert
one hundred thirty-eight and 4/10 feet, thence south thirty-one degrees nine
minutes west along land of Julia Reising seventy-five feet, thence south
twenty-two degrees fifty seven minutes west partly along land of Julia
Reising and partly along land of John H. Reising, Jr., seventy-five feet,
thence north sixty-one degrees thirty minutes west along other land of Emil
Reisert and Charles H. Reisert thirty-five feet, thence on a course running
due west two hundred seventy-seven and 16/100 feet, thence north fourteen
degrees twenty-two minutes west eighty-one and 94/100 feet, thence north
fourteen degrees ten minutes west one hundred forty-six and 66/100 feet,
thence north thirty-one degrees fifty-one minutes west two-hundred seven
and 3/10 feet to land of the Gibson Corporation, the last four bearings and
distances being along other land of Emil Reisert and Charles H. Reisert,
thence north sixty-six degrees forty-nine minutes east along land of the
Gibson Corporation three hundred and sixty-nine and 57/100 feet, thence
north seventy-one degrees twenty-nine minutes east one hundred thirty-seven
and 32/100 feet, thence south eighty-nine degrees twenty-six minutes east
ninety-seven and 8/10 feet, thence north eighty degrees one minute east one
hundred twenty-four and 95/100 feet, thence north seventy-five degrees
forty-three minutes east twenty-five and 45/100 feet, thence south fifty-four
degrees thirty-one minutes east three hundred fifty-seven and 83/100 feet to
the westerly line of Central Avenue as widened, the last five bearing and
distances being along land of the Gibson Corporation, thence south eight
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degrees twenty-three minutes west along the westerly line of Central Avenue
as widened one hundred ninety-one and 19/100 feet to the point or place of
beginning, containing within said boundaries nine acres and four hundred
fifty-six ten thousandths of an acre of land (9.0456) according to a survey
made by D. S. Denton, December 29", 1949,

“And which land is hereby designated as a school site for said School
District.”

It must be remembered that at this time the Central High School District was proposing

Memorial Junior High School.* In 1953 District Thirteen would build the Howell Road and

Willow Road School while District 30 would open the Forest Road Elementary School.*!

On September 7, 1950 all bids on the proposed Buck school were rejected do to the fact

that they “exceeded appropriations.” The Board resolution read:

“WHEREAS, this Board of Education of Union Free School District
No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, on July 27,
1950 adopted a resolution providing for the consolidation into one issue of
serial bonds of this School District hereafter authorized for the construction
and equipment of a building and the purchase of a school building and the
purchase of a school site; and

“WHEREAS, no action has been taken pursuant to such resolution
and it is now desired to rescind the same; NOW, THEREFORE,

“BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, that
the resolution described in the preamble hereof be and the same is hereby
rescinded and repealed; and

“FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect
immediately.”

% See Chapter Two in this Volume for District 24’s position on Memorial Junior High School.

*l See Historical Timeline of Valley Stream, New York in Volume Zero.
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On October 10, 1950 the taxpayers passed by 240 votes a proposition reaffirming the
$725,000 passed originally on February 17, 1950 and added a sum of $275,000 to construct the
William L. Buck School.”? The vote was 311 to 71. The resolution read:

“PROPOSITION NO. 1
“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED that the board of Education of Union Free
School District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York,
is herby authorized to expend the sum of $275,000 in addition to the sum of
$725,000 authorized at a special district meeting in said School District held
March 8, 1950, for the construction and equipment of a new elementary
school building on the Horton Avenue site; and, to meet such additional
appropriation the sum of $275,000 shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon
the taxable property in said School District and collected in annual
installments, as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and, in
anticipation of such tax, bonds of said School District shall be issued.”

The action of acquiring public land for school purposes was reversed on December 12,

1951 when the district ceded to district 30 a section of District 24. The minutes read.

“unanimously carried that the Board unanimously approved a motion to
transfer to Union Free School Dist. 30 that section of Dist. 24 west of Central
Ave. It was further agreed that the district boundary line would then be
changed to run North and South, in the middle of Central Ave. from Sunrise
Highway to DuBois Ave.”

“Motion was then made by Mr. Collins sec by Mr. Konig and unanimously
carried that a letter be sent to Mr. Gross and Dr. Wilson of the State Dept.
advising them that we made this property change of boundary to Dist 30 on
Dec 5" 1951. %

“2 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook, at 66.

* District 24 Minute Books., December 12, 1951 at 219.
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The last school in the District (Harbor Road School)* to be erected proceeded from a
proposition passed by 388 votes on February 4, 1953. The vote was 664 in the affirmative and

276 in the negative. The proposition read:

“Proposition No. 1

“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School District No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is hereby
authorized to undertake the following building and land program deemed
necessary to provide adequate facilities for such School District:

a) To construct a new school building on Hungary Harbor Road school site,
in said School District, including grading and improvement of said site and
original furnishing, equipment, machinery and apparatus for said building,
and incidental expenses in connection therewith, at a total estimated cost of
$950,000; and

b) To acquire, by purchase or condemnation, the land adjacent to said
present Hungary Harbor Road school site, as an addition to such school site,
at a total estimated cost of $7,000 such land being substantially bounded and
described as follows:

ALL that certain piece or parcel of land, with the building and
improvements thereon erected, situate, lying and being in Valley Stream, in
Union Free School District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, in the Town of
Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New York, bounded and
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a point on the westerly line of Hungary Harbor Road where
the same is intersected by the southerly line of property now or formerly of
the Union Free School District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, said point also
being 224.25 feet westerly of the intersection of the Westerly line of Central
Avenue with the northerly side of Hunger Harbor Road; running thence
along said westerly line of Hungary Harbor Road South 38 degrees 14
minutes West 114.00 feet to a point; running thence North 61 degrees 47
minutes 33 seconds West 148.84 feet to the Easterly line of land now or
formerly of the said Union Free School District No.24; running thence along
last mentioned line North 38 degrees 14 minutes East 108.00 feet to the
southerly line of property now or formerly of the said Union Free School
District No. 24; running thence along last mentioned line South 64 degrees 03

4 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 66.
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minutes East 150.00 feet to the westerly side of Hungary Harbor Road and
the point or place of BEGINNING. Being a portion of Section 39, Block B-9
Lot 29 as laid out and designated on the Nassau County Land and Tax Map.

“And such sum $957,000 being the aggregate of the aforesaid amount, shall
be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School
District and collected in annual installments as provided by Section 416 of
the Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax, bonds of said School
District shall be issued.

“Dated: Valley Stream, New York
December 16, 1952”

It should be noted that at this time the four districts in Valley Stream were pursuing an
active policy of consolidation into one common school district. On January 12, 1953 the board

unanimously adopted the following resolution:

“BE IT RESOLVED that, in the consideration, discussion and drafting of
proposed special legislation for dissolution of the Central High School, District
No. 1, of the Town of Hempstead, and for centralization of Union Free School
Districts Nos. 24, 30, and 13, Henry A. Spelman, as School Attorney for this
District, present the following requirements of the Board of Education of this
District, to-wit:

1. The calling of an election for voting on the proposition of dissolution of the
Central High School and for centralization of the three Union Free School
Districts shall be authorized only upon petition of a least fifty (50) qualified
electors in each of the three Union Free School District.

2. For purposes of such election each such Union Free School District shall be
treated as a separate voting unit and approval by a majority of the qualified
electors in each district, shall be required for adoption of the proposal.

3. Legislation for centralization of the three Union Free School Districts shall
embody a provision that, for voting purposes, the present territorial district lines
remain in tact and that voting by the electors in such districts for members of
Boards of Education of the Central School District shall be as three separate units
so as to assure representation for each such District on such Board of Education.

4. Provision for state aid in respect of building construction, shall be made
retroactive to and including the calendar year 1950.”
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In the next few years the district sold and ceded land to the high school and to the Village

of Valley Stream. They include:

e Two acres of land sold to high school on May 5, 1953.

o Dedicate for public purposes a strip of land to the Town of Hempstead and the
Incorporated Village of Valley Stream on February 17, 1954

e Granted to the Village of Valley Stream a drainage easement across the William
L. Buck School property on May 7, 1957

The resolutions read:

“PROPOSITION NO. 1

“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to wit:

“RESOLVED, that the board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24, of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized to sell to Central High School District No. 1, of the Town
of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, for the sum of $13,500.00, real
estate consisting of 2 acres of unimproved land, title to which is now vested in
said Board of Education and being within said School District and bounded
and described as follows:

ALL that certain piece or parcel of land situated, lying and being in Valley
Stream, in Union Free School District No. 24, in the Town of Hempstead,
County of Nassau, State of New York, bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a stake on the boundary line between land of Section One of
Hewlett Park, Nassau County Clerk’s case #4996, and the property herein
described, distance 169.84 feet east of the east line of Gladys Street when said
distance id measured on said boundary line, and running thence east along
the boundary line between land now or formerly of Emil Clyde Reisert and
Union Free School District No. 24, 112.79 feet to a stake; thence north along
other land of Union Free School District No. 23, 515.75 feet to land formerly
of Gibson Corporation; thence S. 660 49° W, partly along land formerly of
the Gibson Corporation and partly along land of the Long Island Water
Corporation, 302.84 feet to land of Central High School District No.1; thence
along said last mentioned land the following 3 courses and distances:
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ey

S. 310 51° E. 207.3 feet; (2) S. 140 10’ E. 146.66 feet; (3) S. 140 22’
E. 81.94 feet, to the point or place of beginning, being according to a survey
of D.S. Denton, 2 acres;
and that said Board of Education or a majority of the members thereof is
hereby empowered to execute the necessary deed thereto.

May 5, 1953 Vote 51 yes, Zero no

“PROPOSITION No 1

“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to —wit:

“RESOLVED, that the board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized to dedicate for public street purposes and to convey to the
Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, that certain strip or piece of
land fronting on Hungry Harbor Road in the Town of Hempstead, Nassau
County, New York, and being part of the Harbor Road school site in said
School District, title to which is now vested in said Board of Education, such
strip or piece of land being bounded and described as follows:

ALL that certain piece or parcel of land situate, lying and being in Union
Free School District No.24, in the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau,
State of New York, bounded and described as follows:

BEGINNING at the intersection of the existing northerly line of Hungry
Harbor Road and Town of Hempstead — Incorporated Village of Valley
Stream line, said point being S. 750 13° W, distant 107.65’ from the
northwest corner of Hungary Harbor Road and Central Avenue; running
thence the following two courses and distances along the existing northerly
and westerly line of Hungary Harbor Road: 1) S 750 13° W, 116.60°; 2) S 380
14> W, 114.00’ to a point; thence N 610 47° 33” W 5.92’ to a point; thence the
following three courses and distances along the proposed new northerly line
of Hungary Harbor Road: 1) N 310 36’ 52” E, 61.33; 2) Along the arc of a
circular curve to the right, having a radius of 150’ the center of which lies to
the southeast, a distance of 96.16’; 3) N 710 58 30” E, 84.17’ to a point on the
Town of Hempstead — Incorporated Village of Valley Stream line; thence S
80 23> W, along said line 14.65° to the existing northerly line of Hungary
Harbor Road at the point or place of BEGINNING.

And that said Board of Education or a majority of the members thereof, is
hereby empowered to execute and deliver the necessary deed of conveyance
thereto.

“PROPOSITION NO. 2
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“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED, that the board of Education of Union Free School District No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is hereby
authorized to dedicate for public street purposes and to convey to the Village
of Valley Stream in the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County New York, that
the certain strip or piece of land, fronting on Hungary Harbor Road in
Village of Valley Stream, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York,
and being part of the Harbor Road School site in said School District, title to
which is now vested in said Board of Education, such strip or piece of land
being bounded and described as follows:

“ALL that certain piece or parcel of land situated, lying and being in Valley
Stream, in Union Free School District No. 24, in the Town of Hempstead,
County of Nassau, State of New York, bounded and described as follows:

“BEGINNING at the intersection of the northerly line of Hungary Harbor
and the westerly line of Central Avenue, running thence S 750 13> W, along
the existing northerly line of Hungary Harbor Road, distance 107.65° to a
point on the Town of Hempstead — Incorporated Village of Valley Stream
line; thence N 710 58’ 30 “ E, distant 110.28’ to the westerly line of Central
Avenue; thence S 80 23° W, along the westerly line of Central Avenue, 21.34°
to the point or place of BEGINNING.

“And that said Board of Education or a majority of the members thereof, is
hereby empowered to execute and deliver the necessary deed of conveyance
thereto.

Dated: Valley Stream, New York,
January 19, 1954

February 17, 1954 vote Proposition 1 = 14 affirmative Zero No Same vote
for proposition 2

Proposition #1

To grant to the Village of Valley Stream a drainage easement across the
William L. Buck School Property.

Number of votes listed —152

Number of votes cast — 142

Number of votes in the affirmative — 120
Number of votes in the negative — 22
May 7, 19577
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Due to the overcrowding of the four schools at the end of the decade an aggressive
expansion program was instituted in 1958.! A Planning Committee was formed and the minority
report of this committee was inserted within the pages of the 1958 minutes. The report is

reproduced to show the status and projections of the districts at the time. It reads:

“This report, endorsed by 4 members of the Planning Committee; namely, E.F.
MacLean, A. Buchsbaum, A Bernard Trechtman and Mrs. C. Jagde constitutes the
minority report of this Committee for submission to the School Board of District
#24, Valley Stream, New York.

“Its purpose is to offer a solution to the problems of providing adequate
facilities and good curriculum for the pupils of District #24 through the school
year of 1962-63 with reasonable cost incurred. In preparing this report, it was
accepted that the average class load in each of our four schools would be thirty-
two, or less, children. (The range of class loads for each building is indicated in
Attachment #2 “Class Loads”.)

“A review of Attachment #3 (Projected Enrollment — Census 8/30/57)
shows very clearly that in the school year of 1958-59, our district will not have an
adequate number of classrooms to accommodate the pupil enrollment in Harbor
Road or Buck Schools, even though we use the library and gym office as such.
The one additional classroom in Brooklyn and Franklin would be utilized for two
special classes; namely, the Gifted Child Class — the Retarded Child Class. The
1959-60 school year brings an additional enrollment to both Franklin and
Brooklyn, which will require the use of both of these rooms for our K-6 program.
Harbor Road school has an increased enrollment in 1960-61 which would require
an additional teaching space, while the Brooklyn Avenue school shows a reduced
enrollment which would release one classroom. Teaching space requirements in
1961-62 shows no change. Although there would appear to be a decided
improvement in the Harbor Road and Buck Schools, enrollments in the 1962-63
year, the lack of complete census figures would not allow for a varied assumption.
In summary, using the gym office and the library in the Harbor Road School
Schools as teaching spaces, our system will lack one classroom in the Buck
School and three classrooms in the Harbor Road schools in the 1958-59 school
year; the same in the 1959-60 year, with the additional need of two teaching

spaces for the special classes which have been forced out of the Franklin and Brooklyn Avenue
Schools. In 1960-61 and 1961-62 school years, the Harbor Road shortage increases to four
classrooms while Brooklyn can again accommodate one of the special classes, the Buck School

! Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, January 23, 1958 Vol. XXXII, No.47 at 1 and July 31, 1958 Vol. XXXIII,
No.24 at 1 & 16. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletters,
February 1958, Vol. I, No. 3 at 1 & 3. Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 143, 144.
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#1
#3
#6
#7
#10
#12
#15

#16

continues to need one additional classroom, the Franklin School remains filled to capacity, and
there is still one teaching space required for a special class.

“Using the information revealed by this review, we can apply these conditions to
the seventeen “possible Solutions” (Attachment #4) investigated by the Planning
Committee and eliminate, as offering no solution because they do not provide
additional teaching spaces, the following:-

#8- K4 56

#- K2 3-6

#13 - Adjustment of pupil distribution to existing facilities.

#14 - Use of transportation.
Considering the remaining ‘“Possible Solutions” it is possible to eliminate the
following: -

Solution Negative Factors
Construction of a new school lack of site — excessive cost of construction —
insufficient need
Construction of upstairs administration engineering-wise too costly rooms
Twelve-month school term insufficient support data available — imposition on
parents who have more than one child in school — inadequacy of facilities for
summer teaching
Use of Teacher Aid Program state will not permit full use of non-certified
persons
Use of South High no space available
Five-year lease of commercial property suitable properties not available
Elimination of Kindergarten the purpose of a solution was not to eliminate any
part of the existing program
Use of Sunday Schools as existing facilities they are inadequate — the
partitioning and furnishing would be too costly — churches may not permit
renovation

“The remaining solutions divide into two groupings; those related to construction
and use of existing facilities, and those related to split sessions as follows:-

Split Session
#5 Split or part-time session

#17  Split session for gifted children

Use of Construction or Existing Facilities

#2 Construction of additional classrooms

#4 Construction of temporary structure

#11  Installation of partitions in existing rooms

#18  Use of facilities that are not presently being used

“In comparing the values of each of these groups, it is necessary to appreciate the
cost incurred if each is applied. In both groups, we will be providing additional
teaching spaces and therefore incurring the additional cost of teachers. If a class
were placed on split sessions, thereby using the same classroom for both sections
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of the split class, the district would provide one additional teacher at a cost of
approximately $6,000 a year. If the same class had an additional room constructed
for it, the cost would be $38,000 for construction similar to that existing
(attachment #5 “Construction Budget Estimates 12/9/57). Amortized over a 15
year period at a 4% interest charge, the expense would be $3,420 per year or
$51,000 total cost incurred. The cost for construction of a classroom of Maximlite
construction would approximate $20,000. (construction sub-committee verbal
report 1/3/58), or an $1,800 annual expense; 27,000 total cost incurred. Using the
lesser of the two annual-construction expenses, the annual cost to the district
would be $6,000 for a teacher and $1,800 construction expense — or a total of
$7,800 for each classroom constructed. The question arises, is full day instruction
for our children worth $1,800 additional annual cost per class? Unfortunately, this
Committee has seen no studies that prove the lack of achievement of a child on
split session. However, this report will support its decisions in favor of the
additional classroom, in lieu of split session, by pointing out that 1) children who
have enjoyed a morning of play could be less receptive and have a shorter interest
span in the afternoon thereby minimizing their achievement, and 2) there would
be fewer teaching hours in a split session and, therefore, less material or situations
presented to the child; or, if the same amount were presented the child, there
would be less time for reviewing or repeating material and repetition is an integral
part of our learning process. The loss of one hour a day for 150 school days for
thirty-two pupils amounts to 4800 lost educational hours. This is a great loss.

“This report recommends the use of construction to alleviate the problems of
insufficient classrooms with the reservation that the extent and cost of
construction be commensurate with essential needs of the total district. The
specific recommendations of this report is that the school board present to the
voting public the need for:-

Six additional classrooms to be constructed onto the Harbor Road School.
This will provide the four required classrooms and release the library for its
original designed purpose. It will also release the gym office room which this
report suggests be considered for a special class. Using Maximlite construction
costs presented by the construction sub-committee, this report would recommend
a maximum limit of $150,000.

The construction of a 40’ X 30’ all-purpose room adjacent to the cafeteria of
the Buck School would minimize the extent of excavation and plumbing referred
to in the Construction Budget Estimates (Attachment $5). The construction of this
new all-purpose room would create two classrooms simply by closing the divider
in the existing all-purpose room. The additional two teaching spaces would
provide the additional classrooms necessary and release the library for its original
intended purpose. The cost of constructing a new all-purpose room could be
considerably less than the $25 per sq. ft. or $30,000 quoted by Mr. Wiedessum’s
office (Attachment #5). This report would recommend a maximum limit of
$25,000.

The construction of a 60’ X 40’ combined gymnasium and auditorium on the
Brooklyn Avenue School to satisfy adequate facilities for a full school program
for these children. This report would recommend a maximum limit of $50,000.
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4.

The construction of a 30° X 30’ cafeteria and all-purpose room on the
Franklin Avenue School to satisfy adequate facilities for a full school program.
This report recommends a maximum limit of $20,000.

“The total cost of these four expenditures is $245,000. This would mean an
annual expense of five teachers at $6,000 each, totaling $30,000 plus the annual
construction expenses of $22,050 for a total of %52,050. For this amount, the
school board can offer reasonable assurance to the parents and taxpayers of
District #24, that our school system is imposing the smallest financial burden on
the community and providing facilities for an educational program comparable to
one that could cost much more and vastly superior to that of the past three years.

“This report offers also the recommendation that the gross figures not be
converted to pennies on the tax rate for comparing it to other recommended
expenditures. Unfortunately, there are families in our community who are
burdened with as much, or more taxes than they can afford. For these people, the
casual piling of penny on penny when these pennies convert to dollar taxes
payable each year is a decided imposition.

“This report was prepared with an awareness that any unforseen
residential construction could occasion additional construction at the conclusion
of, or even during, this five year period. However, the facts reviewed by the
endorsers of this report, indicate that the solution offered will satisfy the future
pupil enrollment (Attachment #3) and all new pupils resulting from the residential
development of present vacant land (Attachment #1 — Developed and Vacant
Land in District #24), without the possibility of over-constructing. The mistake of
over constructing cannot be rectified by liquidation whereas the lack of adequate
facilities can always be accommodated by building.

“During the early meetings of this Planning Committee, a list of essentials
(Attachment #6) was presented and accepted by the Planning Committee
Members. The endorsers of this report sincerely feel that the essentials have been
respected and satisfied.

Submitted,
January 9, 1958”

Attachment #2

FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL

Use of Existing Facilities — 7 teaching spaces excluding Kindergarten.

1. Retains Library
2. Class loads excepting Kindergarten

195 1960 1961 1962

2-22 2-22 2-22 2-22
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1-30 1-25 (28) 1-25 (29) 1-30 (30) 1-25 (28)
1-31 1-30 1-30 1-32 1-30
1-32 (32) 1-11 1-32 2-34 1-32
1-36 1-32 1-34 1-36 2-36
1-40 1-36 1-36
6-194 7-198 7-201 7-210 7-199
BROOKLY AVENUE SCHOOL
Use of Existing Facilities —
1. Utilize the library in 1959 or triple session for Kindergarten
2. Class loads excepting Kindergarten
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962
1-20 1-20 1-20 1-20 2-25
3-21 3-21 3-21 1-21 4-26
2-25(27) 2-25 (26) 2-25 (26) 2-25 2-28 (28)
1-28 1-28 2-28 2-26 (27) 2-30
1-29 1-29 2-30 2-28 1-31
1-31 1-31 1-31 2-30 1-32
1-32 1-32 1-32 1-31
1-41 1-32
1-294 12-109 12-317 12-322° 12-333
Attachment #3
Union Free School District #24 Projected Enrollment Figures for
School Years 1958-63, Based On Census Figures As Of August 30, 1957
1958-1959 1959-60
Buck Harbor ‘Brooklyn Franklin Buck Harbor Brooklyn Franklin
K 85-2 101-2  70-2 59-1 K 80-2 91-2 75-2 46-1
1 753 84-3 63-2 30-1 1 72-3 86-3 56-2 44-2
2 843 93-3 50-2 32-1 2 753 84-3 63-2 30-1
3 65-2 82-3 41-2 36-1 3 84-3 93-3 50-2 32-1
4 722 94-3 42-2 25-1 4 65-2 82-3 41-2 36-1
5 652 73-2 57-2 31-1 5 72-2 94-1 42-2 25-1
6 85-3 86-3 41-1 40-1 6 65-2 73-2 57-2 31-1
Total Total
531-17 613-19 364-13  253-7 513-17  603-19 384-14 244-8
1960-1961 1961-62
Buck Harbor Brooklyn Franklin Buck Harbor Brooklyn Franklin
K 48-1 100-2  65-1 45-1 K 32-1 76-2 65-1 34-1
1 68-3 77-3  60-2 45-1 1 41-2 85-3 52-2 34-1
2 723 86-3 56-2 44-2 2 68-3 77-3 60-2 34-1
3 753 84-3  63-2 30-1 3 723 86-3 56-2 44-2
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4 84-3 933 50-2 32-1 4 75-3 86-3 63-2 30-1
5 65-2 82-3  41-2 36-1 5 84-3 93.3 50-2 32-1
6 72-2 94-3  42-2 25-1 6 65-2 82-3 41-2 36-1
Total Total
484-17 616-20 377-13  246-8 437-17  583-20 387-13 244-8
1962-1963
Buck Harbor Brooklyn Franklin Three years enrollment figures show the actual
number of eligible Kindergarteners for each year,
K 1 1 2 1 1958 through 1962. In projected figures K to first
1 28-1 64-2 52-2  25-1 Grade, 25% has been used for Franklin, 20% for
2 41-2 85-3 52-2  34-1 Brooklyn, and 15% for Harbor and Buck Schools,
3 68-3 77-3 60-2  34-1 as the probable number of Kindergarteners who will
4 72-3 86-3 56-2  44-2 transfer to Parochial Schools.
5 753 84-3 63-2  30-1
6 84-3 93-3 50-2  32-1
Total
16 19 13 8
Attachment #4
Possible Solution to be investigated
1. Construction of new school. Capital expenditure
2. Construction of additional classrooms Additional personnel
3. Construction of upstairs administration rooms
4. Construction of temporary structures
5. Split or part time session Additional personnel
6. Twelve month school term Capital expenditures
7. Teacher Aides Additional Personnel & personnel
8. K4
9. K-2 Transportation
10. Use of High School Additional furniture & personnel
11. Instillation of partitions in existing rooms Capital expenditure & Additional personnel
12. Five year lease of commercial property Additional personnel
13. Adjustment of pupil distribution to existing facilities
14. Use of transportation Operating expense
15. Elimination of Kindergarten
16. Use of Sunday schools Rentals
17. Split session for Gifted children
18. Use of facilities that are not presently being used
APPENDIX #5
CONSTRUCTION BUDGET ESTIMATES
ON

ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL

William L. Buck School Minimum Finishes
Room addition, no piling, boiler $144,000

Facilities, closets etc.

Maximum Finishes
(duplicate existing)
$152,000




Harbor Road School
Room addition, with piling, utilize $195,000 $207,000
existing boiler facilities, closets etc.

Bond Issue (10 classrooms) $339,000 $359,000
Differential Base $20,000
Cost/Pupil (assuming 30/classrooms $1,130 $1,196

The above are budget estimates by F. Wiedersum *** Associates based on existing material and labor
costs. Costs are expected to stabilize for the first half of 1958,

Notes
. Elimination of plaster, hung ceilings, trim etc.
. The proposal for an addition to replace the existing all purpose room was not included in

estimates due to:
a) Would give only 3 (maximum) rooms compared with the four room extension.
b) Frederick P. Wiedersum estimates (due to external excavation and related problems) the large all
purpose room would cost $22 to $25 per square foot (or $30,000 for a 60° x 20’ extension PLUS
extensive plumbing)

Attachment # 6
ESSENTIALS
Five year program
1. Students Reasonable class load (300 — maximum traveling — reasonable hours —

continuity of school assignment — adequate curriculum. Quality of curriculum -
quality of physical facilities.

2. Taxpayers Lowest capital expenditure
3. Faculty Minimum class load — consistent schedules and curriculum.
4. Parents Same school periods for family — same school.

5. Administration Consistent schedules and curriculum — reasonable cooperation of parents.
6. School Board Faith of all
7. State Department Minimum standards.

BUCK SCHOOL

Addition of 3 teaching spaces — Total of 15 teaching spaces.
1. Releases the library and gymnasium locker room.
2. Class loads excepting Kindergarten.

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962
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3-25 3-24 1-22 1-20 1-20
5-28 3-25 2-23 1-21 1-21
1-29 (30) 3-28 (29) 3-24 1-22 1-22
2-32 2-32 3-25(27) 2-23 2-23
2-33 2-33 3-28 3-24 3-24 (24)
2-36 2-36 1-32 3-25(25) 3-25
1-33 3-28 4-28
2-36 1-32
1-33
15-446 15-433 16-436 16-405 15-368
RECOMMENDED

Addition of two teaching spaces — Total 15 teaching spaces excluding
Kindergarten.

1. Release the library

2. Utilize one Kindergarten room for 1960 and 1961

3. Utilize gymnasium locker room until 1962

4. Class loads the same as when adding 3 rooms

Using Existing Facilities — 14 to 15 Teaching spaces excluding Kindergarten
1. Put Kindergarten on 3 sessions till 1960

2. Utilize the library for 1958 year only

3. Utilize the gymnasium locker room till 1962

HARBOR ROAD SCHOOL

Addition of teaching space —Total 18 excluding Kindergarten
1. Releases the library and gymnasium locker room
2. Class load excepting Kindergarten

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962
2-27 2-27 1-25 1-25 1-25
5-28 5-28 2-25 2-26 2-26
2-29 (30) 2-29 (30) 2-27 2-27 6-28
5-31 5-31 5-28 7-28 (28) 3-29 (29)
1-32 1-32 2-29 (29) 3-29 3-31
1-36 1-36 5-31 3-31 2-32
1-37 1-37 1-32

17-512 17-512 18-516 18-507 17-489

Addition of 4 Teaching spaces — Total 18 excluding Kindergarten

1. Utilize gymnasium locker room

2. Utilize the library room 1960 and 1961 or put Kindergarten on 3 or 4 sessions
3. Class loads excluding Kindergarten

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962
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1-22 1-22 1-21 1-21 1-21

1-24 1-24 1-22 1-22 1-24
1-28 1-28 6-28 8-28 (28) 5-28
2-29 2-29 2-29 (29) 3-29 3-29 (29)
5-31 5-31 2-30 2-30 2-30

1-32 1-32 1-32 2-32
1-36 1-36

1-37 1-37

Addition of two teaching spaces — Totaling 18 teaching excluding Kindergarten
Utilize the gymnasium locker room

Utilize the library % of each day

Split session per one grade of three classes

Quadruple session for Kindergarten 1960 and 1961

Class loads the same as adding 4 additional teaching spaces

e

Use of Existing facilities — Total 18 teaching spaces excluding Kindergarten
1. Utilize the gymnasium locker room

2. Utilize the library

3. Split session for two grades of three classes each

4. Quadruple session for Kindergarten 1960 and 1961

5. Class loads same as adding 4 additional teaching spaces

Transfer 4 1% graders to Brooklyn Ave. in 1959. Transfer 2 1* graders to Brooklyn Ave.
School in 1960. This transfer allows the 1959 and 1960 1% graders to be accommodated in 2
teaching stations each.

Class loads excepting Kindergarten

1958 1959 1960 1961 1962
325 3.25 3.25 1-20 1-20
5.28 3-28 (31) 328 (31) 1-21 1-21
1-29 (30) 2-32 1-32 325 3-25
2-32 2-33 3-33 3-28 (29) 4-28 (28)
2-33 2-34 2-34 1-32 233
2-36 2-36 2-36 3-33 2-34
2-34

“On February 20, 1958 the School Board of U.F.S. District No.24
unanimously approved that the President sign a contract for a three-room addition
to the William L. Buck School, six-room addition to Harbor Road School,
Combination all-purpose and gymnasium to be added to the Brooklyn Avenue

School, and Cafeteria and gymnasium renovation to be made at the Franklin
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Avenue School.” A sprinkler system would also be added to the
bond issue that was voted on by the residence in April. This resolution

read:

“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit: |

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York,
is hereby authorized to undertake the following building program:

a) To construct and equip a six-classroom addition to the Harbor
Road School building, at a maximum estimated cost of $138,000;

b) To construct and equip a three-classroom addition to the William
L. Buck School building, at a maximum estimated cost of $72,000;

) To reconstruct the Franklin Avenue School Building, at a
maximum estimated cost of $10,000

d) To construct a gymnasium and all-purpose room to be attached to

the Brooklyn Avenue School Building, at a maximum estimated
cost of $85,000, and to install a sprinkler system in the Brooklyn
Avenue School Building, at a maximum estimated cost of $20,000;

And such sum of $325,000, being the aggregate of the aforesaid
amounts, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised
by the Levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School
District and collected in annual installments as provided by
Section 416 of the Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax,
obligation of said School District shall be issued.

Total number of votes cast: 1,432
Votes in favor of proposition: 736
Votes against proposition: 580
Ballots void: 113
Ballots not marked: 3
April 15, 1958”

Robert Dibble, a sixth grade student wrote the following about his Brooklyn

Avenue School in 1962.

“When I started in Brooklyn Avenue School six and one half years ago, it
was almost as it looked when it was built. Since then we have had many
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changes. The new gym is one addition to the school. The new gym is
better than the old one because its ceiling is higher. It has better baskets
and there aren’t any poles in the way when playing games. It has a better
stage and a better storeroom for gym equipment. With the new gym we
have new chairs for assembly. They are much better than those old
wooden chairs that were so hard and uncomfortable.

On the second floor where stairs used to be, there is now a nurse’s office
and a teacher’s room. In the back of the school there is now a doorway and
a new stairway. My friends and I don’t like this because that is where we
used to play stickball. We have new fireproof doors in the halls and I think
that was a very good idea. During the summer the old brown walls were
painted green. Right now new doors are being put on the classrooms
doorways and on the closets.

We now have an extra class of enrichment for forty-five minutes, two
days a week. We come in fifteen minutes early each day to give us extra
time. I think my school has done very well with all its accomplishments.
My school is much safer and nicer. I am very proud of my school.”!

Any discussion of property in the district remained silent for about five years
when in 1963 the board received a letter for a hearing on rezoning property at Payan and
West Valley Stream Boulevard. The board position was the following.

“Board’s position that inasmuch as this is one of the last large
parcels in the Village, logically it should be used for either apartment or an

office building, but under no circumstance for either one-or two family

homes because of the impact on our schools and the school tax situation.”

A special board meeting was called in March of 1964 where the school attorney
“reported that he had investigated the proposed taking by the County of Nassau in
condemnation for street widening purposes of part of the most easterly area of the Harbor
Road School site bordering on Mill Road and being about 20 ft. in depth and extending

along the entire width of such school lands adjoining on Mill Road: that the said parcel of

! See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletters, February
1962, Vol. VI, No. 3 at 3.

2 District 24 Minute Books, November 26, 1963 at 8.
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land sought to be taken contains approximately 3,195 sq. ft.; and that it is part of the
kindergarten playground of said Harbor Road School.” The board then passed the

following resolution:

“RESOLVED that the application of the county of Nassau for taking in
condemnation of a part of the Harbor Road School site be opposed by this
Board, and it is further,

“RESOLVED that the attorney for the School District be and is hereby
authorized and directed in behalf of the School District to prepare and file
a written answer and take any and all other action he may deem necessary
and appropriate in opposition to the proceedings by the County of Nassau
in supreme Court, Nassau County, for condemnation of its school property
on Mill Road.””

In July of 1964 school attorney Spelman explained in full the reasons for the
proposed condemnation of school property on Mill Road and his recommendation not to

hamper the proceedings. The minutes record his remarks:

“Mr. Spelman reported that after presentation by him in the
Supreme Court, Nassau County, of the School District’s case in the
proceeding by Nassau County to acquire real property for widening of
Mill Road, a conference was called to be held on May 14, 1964 between
respective Council before Justice Hogan. On that day, the Judge advised
Council that upon the conceded facts and applicable law, he would have to
sustain the objection of the School District to the taking of the proposed
strip of the Harbor Road plot. However, he suggested to the School
Attorney that under all circumstances and subject to certain conditions,
acceptable to the County, the School District might find it desirable and
expedient to withdraw its objection; namely the fact that both the County
Department of Public Works and the State Department of Public Works
assert this to be urgently needed project, that the plan appears to be based
on good engineering practice, and that the proposed centerline of
improvement was designed to fit existing rights of way and minimize land
taking; that, if the School District be inflexible in its position, the County
then would be compelled to revise’ its plan and realign the proposed new
boundaries of the road at great expense and with the possible taking of

3 Ibid., March 5, 1964.
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more land on the east side of Mill Road; that it appears that the taking of
but nine feet of the Kindergarten playground area of the Harbor Road
School would not be irreparable and that it could be enlarged, if necessary,
by extending it to the north and resetting of enlarging the four foot chain
link fence around such playground; that the County was agreeable to
performing all work of realigning and improvement which the School
District deems necessary on Harbor Road playground because of the
taking of the strip of nine feet; and that the County offers appropriate
compensation to the School District not merely for such nine feet but an
area of 17.8 feet in depth, of which approximately six feet are within the
bed of the roadway.

“After due consideration, the School Attorney announced that he

would recommend to the School District that in view of these

circumstances and as a matter of civic responsibility and in the interest of

public convenience and welfare, it withdrew its objections on the

proceeding.”

On July 7, 1964 the following resolution was approved unanimously: “That the
districts objection to the taking of a portion of its Harbor Road School plot in the
proceedings by Nassau County to take real property and alter the alignment of Mill Road,
be withdrawn and that the action taken by the School Attorney in behalf of the School

District in accord with the facts reported and on conditions accepted by the county is

approved.”

In 1965 the school attorney “submitted maps of the Harbor Road School property
for consideration in the proposed sale of a parking area.”™ “The Clerk was directed to
write to the high school, advising it that our District had discussed the possible sale of the
property presently used as parking area by South High School at our Harbor Road

”5

School, and will entertain an offer from it.”” A month later a letter was received from the

* Ibid., September 28, 1965.

5 Ibid., October 26, 1965.
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high school but this sale never materialized. To this day a motion is always passed at the
District 24 reorganization meeting allowing the high school to use part of the their

property for parking at no cost to the high school district.

In 1966 the district proceeded to improve the physical plant of all four schools in
the district by presenting a $200,000 bond reconstruction plan. The voters approved the

plan on June 15, 1966 by 117 votes.

“Proposition
“Shall the following resolution be adopted, to-wit:

“RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Union Free School
District No. 24 of the Town Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, is
hereby authorized to undertake the following improvements in
connection with the school buildings and sites in said School District
and at the estimated maximum cost respectively set forth as follows:

a) Reconstruction and equipment of Brooklyn Avenue School, at an
estimated cost of $110,200, and the improvement of the site thereof, at
an estimated cost of $3,300;

b) Reconstruction and equipment of Franklin Avenue School, at an
estimated cost of $36,800, and the improvement of the site thereof, at
an estimated cost of $6,700;

c) Reconstruction and equipment of William L. Buck School, at an
estimated cost of $11,100, and the improvement of the site thereof, at
an estimated cost of $9,00; and

d) Reconstruction and equipment of Harbor Road School, at an
estimated cost of $17,050, and the improvement of the site thereof, at
an estimated cost of $4,950;

“The sum of $200,000 being the aggregate of the aforesaid amount, shall be
raised by the levy of a tax

upon the taxable property of said School District and collected in annual
installments by section 416 of the of said School District shall be
issued.

Education Law; and, in anticipation of such tax, obligation
BOND VOTE
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Franklin Ave= 38 yes 42 no
Buck =104 yes 99 no
Brooklyn = 120 yes 87 no”

The final discussion of property in board minutes during the decade of the 1960’s
occurred in January of 1968 when it opposed “an application for the rezoning of a parcel
of land adjacent to the Harbor Road School.” The Town Board was notified of its

opposition to this so called “downzoning.”®

The status of the school buildings in the district can be seen by the following 1976
study:

“Comprehensive Long-Range Plan
For
Educational Facilities
Valley Stream Union Free School District #24
Valley Stream, New York
1976
B. Evaluation of buildings in terms of their continued use

“Brooklyn Avenue School was erected in 1907. Over a period of years, the
Board of Education has budgeted necessary funds for the implementation
of a long range rehabilitation and modernization program (1958-1959),
including improvements in the heating plant, a building (fire) sprinkler
system, a new roof, conversion of one area to a cafeteria/all-purpose room,
the erection of a gymnasium/auditorium, the installation of fire doors and
additional entrance/exit at the rear of the building, the modernization of
two areas for use as a music room and a reading center and the conversion
of one classroom for use as a library/media center. The site provides a play
area for kindergarten children, an area for group games and a ball field.
There is no available contiguous space.

“The William F. Donahue School was erected in 1925. Over a period of
years, a number of improvements have been completed in building and
site. The auditorium/gymnasium has been moderized; the balcony area
has been closed in and converted to a media center; dead space at the ends
of hall areas have been converted for special use by staff (Principal’s
Conference room, language teacher’s office, remedial reading center).
Classrooms have been modified by installation of new light, customized

8 Ibid., January 4, 1968.
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radiator covers and bookshelves, A/V drapes and (for next year)
replacement of windows as needed. A new furniture has been installed and
the heating, electrical and plumbing system have been upgraded. A large
lawn area has been divided for use as a black-topped parking area for staff
and a play area (with equipment) for primary grade children. A portion of
the playground has been black-topped for group games, and a larger
section is maintained for a ball field and other types of activities. The
school site encompasses one entire block; there is no contiguous space
available.

“William L. Buck School was erected in 1951. A three-room addition was
erected in 1958, Internal changes include the conversion of a kitchen area
to a reading center, and of a seldom-used stage area in the ALL-Purpose
Room to space for duplicating services. Two classrooms have been
converted for use as a media center; another classroom is being used to
house a resource/learning center. A consulting engineer is developing
plans to eliminate some lower window space as part of a program for heat
conservation. Selected areas of the playground have been black-topped;
grass is maintained in the larger area for other physical activities and for
organized ball games. There is no available contiguous area.

“Robert W. Carbonaro School was erected in 1953. A six-room addition
was erected in 1958. Changes within the building have been minimal. Two
classrooms have been converted for use as a media-center; kitchen area is
being converted for use as an art room; a large office area is being used for
a resource/learning center and smaller office area for use as a reading
center. Portions of the large play area have been black-topped and are used
for selected game activities; one segment of the playground is set aside
and equipped for exclusive use by kindergarten children. There is ample
space for organized activities and ball games for the play area of this
school joins the play area of the adjoining junior/senior high school.
Lighting improvements have been made and the total electrical system has
been upgraded.

“In all buildings an inter-com system has been installed, as well as a
master antenna and TV system. As part of the Board’s planned
maintenance program, the entire interior of each building is painted every
five years (on a rotation basis).”
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Declining enrollment in the 1970 convinced the Board of Education to propose to
the voters the closing of the William F. Donahue School in 1980. School use was

discontinued as of June 30, 1980 and authorized sold by the voters on April 5, 1985.

With the money from the sale of the Donahue school the voters on March 3, 1988
passed a bond proposition for One Million Three-hundred Thousand ($1,300,000) “to
construct a district storage garage and to reconstruct roofs, replace doors and windows,
remove materials containing asbestos and make improvements to heating system and to
do certain building alterations in the buildings of the William L. Buck School, and Robert
W. Carbonaro School buildings ... and Brooklyn Avenue School building.” The
proposition passed by 68 votes. It took until 1990 to finish the “reconstruction and

renovation bond” project.®

By the mid 90s the enrollment situation was completely reversed and the board

proposed a building proposition for $860,000.00. It failed by 47 votes.

“RESOLVED: (a) That the Board of Education of the Valley
Stream Union Free School District Twenty-Four, in the Town of
Hempstead, County of Nassau, State of New York (the “School District”),
is authorized to construct an addition consisting of four (4) new
classrooms and improve the William L. Buck School on Horton Avenue,
and reconstruct and improve the Robert W. Carbonaro School on Hungary
Harbor Road and the Brooklyn Avenue School on Brooklyn Avenue and
improvements to existing school buildings, including the original

7 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII District Twenty-Four History,
Chapter Two — The Eighties. There were 626 yes to 145 no votes on the sale proposition. Volume IX
District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 508, 509 “Donahue School Comers Tumbling Down.” Volume IX
District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 545 to 598 (Appeal to Commisioner of Education) at 599 to 604
{Commissioners ruling) and 605 to 621 for other information on the closing of the Donahue School.

8 Ibid., Volume XII District 24 Newsletter., March 1990 Vol. XX VI, No. 3 at 5.
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furniture, equipment, machinery and apparatus required in connection
therewith, and to expend therefore, including preliminary costs and costs
incidental thereto and the financing thereof an amount not to exceed the
estimated maximum cost of $860,000; and

(b) That a tax is hereby voted in an amount of not to exceed
$860,000 to finance a portion of said cost, such tax to be levied by and
collected in installments not exceeding ten (10) years and in such amounts
as shall be determined by said Board of Education; and (c) that in
anticipation of said tax, serial bonds of the School District are hereby
authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed
$860,000 and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the
same shall become due and payable.9

Results of the Vote as follows: Yes —360
No — 407"

Then in September of 1997 a larger building proposition passed by 355 votes. It

read:

() “That the Board of Education of the Valley Stream Union Free
School District Twenty-four, in the Town of Hempstead, County of
Nassau, State of New York (the “School District”), is authorized to
construct additions consisting of a total of six (6) new classrooms and
additional educational facilities at the William L. Buck School (2), on
Horton Avenue, the Robert W. Carbonaro School (2), on Hungary
Harbor Road, the Brooklyn Avenue School (2), on Brooklyn Avenue,
and reconstruct, expand educational facility space for each school
building, and improve said school buildings, including the original
furnishing, equipment, machinery and apparatus required in

connection therewith for each school, and to expend therefore, including
preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof an amount
not to exceed the estimated maximum cost of $1,500,000, and

(b) That a tax is hereby voted in an amount of not to exceed #1,500,000 to finance a
portion of said cost, such tax to be levied by and collected in installments not
exceeding ten (10) years and in such amounts as shall be determined by said Board
of Education; and

(©) That in anticipation of said tax, serial bonds of the School district are hereby
authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed

° District 24 Minute Books, October 26, 1995.
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$1,500,000 and a tax is hereby voted to pay the interest on said bonds as the same
shall become due and payable.

Yes No Total
Brooklyn Avenue School 86 68 154
William L. Buck School 275 119 397
Robert W, Carbonaro School 257 111 368
Corona Avenue Fire House 97 59 156

715 360 1,075

This concluded the large building projects in the district during the twentieth century.'°

% Ibid., Volume XIIIB, Bell Tower, October 1999, Vol. 3, Issue 1 at 1. See photo of “Opening Of The East
And West Wing At BAS.”
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rooklyn Avenue on Fifth Street, about 1898

G
e
-
e s

First B

48



49



