CHAPTER THREE
Boundary Lines

II District Thirteen History, Chapter

! See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume
o copy of full text forming School

Two — Pre-Twentieth Century at 60 to 79 and 85 to 153. See phot
District No. 24 and other pertinent information.




As the above document demonstrates school District 24 was created “out of parts
of the territory heretofore forming school Districts Nos. 13 and 14.” “Although the
Trustees of District 13 initially “consented that the northern portion of said district be
taken to form the new district” it objected to the orders that, “included within said new
District No. 24, a strip of land, eight hundred feet in width, from said District No. 13,
lying northerly of and adjoining the Merrick and Jamaica Plank Road.” District 13 filed

an appeal in October of 1893.% The appeal was eventually successful.

The land that encompasses Common School District 30, Town of Hempstead was
in one respect not totally defined by the proclamation by Superintendent Wellington
Mepham of the Second Supervisory district in Nassau County. Twenty-four years before
the three districts - Elmont Union Free School District 16, Valley Stream Union Free
School District 24, and Valley Stream Common School District 13 - ceded parts of it’s
land to form Valley Stream Common School District 30 a boundary line was drawn that
shaped the school districts in southwestern Long Island. In 1899 the formation of the new
expansive municipality known as Greater New York set the new Nassau-Queens border.
“When the line was set it cut through a largely homogeneous rural area, and almost no

one foresaw how meaningful the placement of that boundary would become.”

2 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII, District Twenty-Four History,
Chapter Two. The appeal is reproduced in the shaded area under the Eighteenth Century in Volume VIII
and in Volume I District Thirteen History, Chapter Two.

3 Nassau County — From Rural Hinterland to Suburban Metropolis, Edited by Joann P. Krieg and Natalie A.
Nayor — The Location of the Queens-Nassau Border by Patricia T. Cairo at 55.




The portion of Queens County not consolidated into greater New York broke
away to form Nassau County on January 1, 1899. The northwesterly boundary line of
Nassau County corresponded to a pre-existing boundary line (the border between the
Town of Flushing and the Town of North Hempstead) while in the southwest it broke
new ground since it only approximated the boundary line between the Town of J amaica
and the Town of Hempstead. Suffice to state here is the fact that initially the western
border of the new county lay initially within the new Greater New York and somewhat
east of its present location. This affected the three school districts (16, 13 and 24) that

eventually encompassed common school District 30.

«“Within a month of the creation of the new County, Assemblyman
Wilbur Doughty introduced a bill in the State Legislature that would
return some of the land lost by the Town of Hempstead to Greater New
York. It called for the return of the area of Inwood, parts of Lawrence, and
that sliver north of Inwood that encompasses the westernmost parts of
what are presently Valley Stream, Elmont, and southwestern Floral Park.
By April 1899, it became law and restored Hook Creek as part of the
boundary (from the head of Jamaica Bay to Stephen Carman’s house at the
fork in Hook Creek, as well as the north-south line running from Carman’s
house to the southeasterly comner of the Town of Flushing).”*

The westerly border of school District 30 thus can be traced to the Doughty bill

that became law in 1899.°

*Ibid., at 70.

5 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XV, District Thirty History, Chapter
Three at 3 and 4. Volume I District Thirteen History, Chapter One at 315 — Newspaper articles on the
Public Schools and the Nassau/Queens border.




The first recorded words on district boundary lines, still in existence in District 24

board minutes, date to March 5, 1923:

“CONSENT OF BOARD OF EDUCATION, HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK.
“At a meeting of the Board of Education of Union Free School, District
No. 24, Town of Hempstead, held at the school on the 4 day of April,
1923, at which was present as members of the Board,

William L. Buck
Chas. H.A. Bungart
Smith C. Hendrickson

“The following resolution was adopted and the clerk was instructed and
authorized to send a certified copy to the District Superintendent,
Wellington C. Mepham at Merrick.

“Resolved that the consent of the Board of Education of the territory of a
proposed new school district, all that territory now in school district No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead, and included within the boundary lines of
the proposed new school district described as follows:

“Beginning at the point of intersection of the line of the City of Greater
New York and in the center of the stream known as the Mill Stream in a
westerly part of the Town of Hempstead, New York, thence northerly to
the center of said Mill Stream to the place where said brook crosses
Central Ave. thence still in a northerly direction along the center line of
Central Ave. to it’s intersection with the Merrick Road, thence in an
easterly direction along the center line of Merrick Road to where it crosses
Miller brook, thence in a northerly section along the center line of Mill
Brook to where it crosses East Ave. to it’s intersection of Henderson Ave.,
thence westerly along the center line of Central Ave., thence in a straight
line in a northeasterly direction to the junction of the center of Elmont
Road and Ocean Ave. and to it’s intersection with the line of the City of
Greater New York thence southerly along the line of the said City of
Greater New York to the point or place of beginning.

Board of Education,
School District 24,
Town of Hempstead, New York

Signed this 4" day of April, 1923”

The April 4, 1923 minutes record a “motion made by Bungart and seconded by

Mr. Buck to make a new resolution forming new boundary line for Clearstream School.”



It was followed with the order from the Second Supervisory District Superintendent of

Nassau. It reads:

“In the Matter of Erecting

of a New School District out

of portions of School Districts

No. 13, No. 16, and No. 24 all

of the Town of Hempstead, County
of Nassau, State of New York.

“ORDER OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
“Excluding from Common School Districts No. 13, Union Free
School District No. 16 and Union Free School District No. 24, all of the
Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau and State of New York, all those
portions of said School Districts lying within the lines described below.

“And erecting the said excluded portions of said School District
No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24 into a separate School District to be known as
Common School District No. 30, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau,
State of New York.

“WHEREAS petitions signed by a large percentage of the resident
tax payers of the above mentioned excluded portions of School Districts
No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24, Town of Hempstead asking that such
exclusions be made and the erection of a new School District therefrom,
have been filed with Wellington C. Mepham, District Superintendent
having jurisdiction, and

“WHEREAS above mentioned portions to be excluded from the
School District No. 16 and No. 24 are comparatively remote from the
school buildings in the respective districts, and

“WHEREAS Districts No. 13 and No. have crowded conditions in
their respective school buildings, and

“WHEREAS a school building within a new district erected from
the above excluded portions of School District No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24
would be easily accessible to all these sections, and

“WHEREAS the written consent of the several Boards of
Education and Trustees of School District No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24 has
been given to such exclusion.

“IT IS HEREBY ORDERED BY THE UNDERSIGNED DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT of the Second Supervisory District of Nassau



County in which supervisory district said District No. 13, No. 16 and No.
24 of the Town of Hempstead lie, according to the authority vested in him
by Art. 5, Section 121 of the Education Law as amended to July 1, 1922,
that all these portions of Common School District No. 13 and Union Free
School District 16 and Union Free School District No. 24, al of the Town
of Hempstead, County, of Nassau, State of New York, lying within a line
described as follows:

“Beginning at the point of intersection of the line of the City of Greater
New York and in the center of the stream known as the Mill Stream in a
westerly part of the Town of Hempstead, New York, thence northerly to
the center of said Mill Stream to the place where said brook crosses
Central Ave. thence still in a northerly direction along the center line of
Central Ave. to it’s intersection with the Merrick Road, thence in an
easterly direction along the center line of Merrick Road to where it crosses
West Miller brook, thence in a northerly section along the center line of
said West Mill Brook to where it crosses East Ave. to it’s intersection of
Henderson Ave., thence westerly along the center line of Central Ave.,,
thence in a straight line in a northeasterly direction to the junction of the
center of Elmont Road and Ocean Ave. and to it’s intersection with the
line of the City of Greater New York thence southerly along the line of the
said City of Greater New York to the point or place of beginning.

“Be and the same hereby excluded from the Common School District No.
13 and Union Free School District No. 16 and No. 24 all of the Town of

Hempstead.

“IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that territory excluded by this order from
Common School District No. 13 and Union Free School Districts No. 16
and No. 24 be and the same is hereby erected into a separate Common
School District to be known and designated as Common School District
No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, State of New York.

“IT IS ALSO FURTHER ORDERED that this order shall take effect and
be in force after May 14, 1923; it being understood and provided that this
order shall not in any way effect the reports of the Board of Trustees and
the Board of Education to be made and filed at the close of the school
year, July 31, 1923, such reports to be made as if this order had not been
executed.

“IT IS ALSO FURTHER ORDERED that all pupils in the respective
excluded portions shall attend the schools as heretofore until August 1,
1923 as if this order had not been executed.

“AND WHEREAS the total assessed valuation of Common School
District No. 13, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, as constituted
prior to this order, as given by the report of the Receiver of Taxes of said



Town and taken from the 1922 roll book is $1,638,882. and the total
assessed valuation of that excluded portion of said District No. 13, as
reported by the Clerk of the Board of Assessors, and established as a part
of a new Common School District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, by
this order, is $357,849. or 21.841% of the said assessed valuation of the
entire district No. 13 as constituted prior to this order and

“WHEREAS the total assessed valuation of Union Free School
District No. 16, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, as constituted
prior to this order, as given by the report of the Receiver of Taxes of said
Town and taken from the 1922 roll book is $2,786,105. and the total
assessed valuation of that excluded portion of said District No. 16, as
reported by the Clerk of the Board of Assessors, and established as a part
of a new Common School District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, by
this order, $163,125. or 5.85495% of the said assessed valuation of the
entire District No. 16 as constituted prior to this order.

“AND WHEREAS the total assessed valuation of Union Free
School District No. 24, Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, as
constituted prior to this order, as given by the report of the Receiver of
Taxes of said Town and taken from the 1922 roll book is $2,230,811. and
the total assessed valuation of that excluded portion of said District No. 24
as reported by the Clerk of the Board of Assessors and established as a
part of a new Common School District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead,
by this order, is $492,554. or 22.0796% of the said assessed valuation of
the entire district No. 24 as constituted prior to this order.

“THE UNDERSIGNED DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
FURTHER ORDERS AND PRESENT under the authority given him in
Art. V, Sec. 121 of the Education Law as amended to July 1, 1922, that the
said District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, State
of New York shall assume 21.841% of the present not bonded
indebtedness of said Common School District No. 13 as constituted prior
to this order, and the same 21.841% of the net bond indebtedness as
existing prior to this order with accruing interest, does hereby becomes a
direct charge against the excluded portion of School District No. 13, No.
16 and No. 24 and erected by this order into Common School District No.
30, Town of Hempstead. It is to be construed in all cases that no bond
indebtedness is that portion of the bond indebtedness remaining against
each respective district after the payment of money already collected for
the retirement of bonds. It further includes all bonds sold as a result of the
authorization of such by the electors at a regular called meeting held to the
issuance of this order.

“THE UNDERSIGNED DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT FURTHER
ORDERS AND DIRECT under the authority given him in Art. V. Sec.
121 of the Education Law are amended to July 1, 1922 that the said



District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, State of
New York shall assume 5.85495% of the present not bonded indebtedness
of said Union Free School District No. 16 as constituted prior to this order,
and the same 5.85495% of said net bonded indebtedness as existing prior
to this order with accruing interest, does hereby become a direct charge
against the excluded portion of School District No. 30, Town of
Hempstead.

“THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT FURTHER ORDERS AND
DIRECTS under the authority given him in Art. V. Sec. 121 of the
Education Law as amended to July 1, 1922 that the said District No. 30 of
the Town of Hempstead, County of Nassau, State of New York shall
assume 22.0796% of the present net bond indebtedness of said Union Free
School District No. 24 as constituted prior to this order, and the same
22.0796% of said net bond indebtedness as existing prior to this order with
accruing interest, does hereby become a direct charge against the excluded
portions of School Districts No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24 and erected by this
order into Common School District No. 30, Town of Hempstead.

“IT IS HEREBY FURTHER DIRECTED BY THE SAID
SUPERINTENDENT that upon the election of a Trustee or Board of
Trustees in the district created by this order, that the Board of Trustees of
School District No. 13 of the Town of Hempstead and the Boards of
Education of Districts No. 16 and No. 24 both of the Town of Hempstead
shall respectively cause to be filed with said Trustee or Board of Trustees
of District No. 30 of the Town of Hempstead, a complete statement of the
present bonded indebtedness as described in this order, together with the
rate of interest and due dates for both principal and interest, showing
amount of principal due each year and the rate of interest thereon as now
charged or authorized against the respective districts.

“IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the Trustee or Board of
Trustees of School District No. 30, Town of Hempstead, as erected by this
order shall cause its share of the bonded indebtedness and secured interest
charged against it by this order, to be paid to the treasurers of the
respective District No. 13, No. 16 and No. 24 all of the Town of
Hempstead, according to the schedules filed in compliance with this order,
on or before the dates such payments become due.

“In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, this 10" day of May,
Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-Three.

Wellington C. Mepham

District Superintendent, Second District,

Nassau County.”



As noted above the land that created Valley Stream Union Free School District
No. 30 was ceded from Valley Stream Union Free School District 24, 13 and Elmont
Union Free School District No. 16.° This was partly done do to the fact that the residence
in this westerly section of the Valley Stream Districts were demanding transportation or a
new school. When the Clearstream School was built it was decided to let that section
administer its own affairs. Even with this new district the pressure from the southerly part

of District 24 south of the railroad continued.

This pressure continued due to the fact that the southern part of District 24 was
changing from open land to residential housing. In 1922 William R. Gibson purchased
land, originally five hundred acres in order to create his suburban development.” The

July and August minutes of 1928 shed some light on the situation.

“Mr. Carter was present on behalf of a number of tax payers of the Gibson
section with a request of the use of the Auditorium at the Franklin Ave.
school on the evening of Aug. 2" for the purpose of explaining to the
people of the School District the need of rearranging the School boundary
lines of District 24, with a view of preparing for the needs of the future,
for a school in the Gibson section.” ®

“Mr. Carter then spoke and said he came to take up the matter of having
the children in the new section of Gibson taken care of before the opening
of the school term so as not to have the children get started going to
Woodmere.” “The Present then appointed a Committee of two (as per a
resolution passed at a recent meeting) to attend a meeting to be held at

® The Elmont School Board minutes are in existence as far back as 1897. The minutes of July 1923 and the
six preceding months are missing. The land was ceded in July of 1923.

7 History of Valley Stream 1840-1975 by Howard F. Ruehl at 42. See also Public Education in Valley
Stream, supra note 2 - Appendix XI on the Gibson area.

¥ District No. 24 Minute Books, July 19, 1928.




Woodmere and to confer with them in regard to adjustment of the
boundary line of School District 24.”°

Letters were sent from the South Side Taxpayers Association demanding
“annexing additional property to be included in School district 24”'° or “acquiring a piece

of land on which to erect a schoolhouse to take care of the children in the southerly

portion of the Village.”!!

The September 24, 1928 Board meeting was set aside to address the concerns

frequently vocalized from the south of the district. The minutes read in full:

“A special meeting of Union Free School District 24 in the Franklin
Avenue School. Mr. Lee stated the call of the meeting, which was to
decide on the boundary line between the School District 24 of Valley
Stream and District 14 of Woodmere.

“The new boundary line to be Munro Boulevard.

“Mr. Kepgh made an appeal to the Board that the Citizens Committee be
allowed to speak before the Board took any action.

“Mr. Buck then spoke explaining fully the action of the Board of District
24 in the matter and taking exception to the committee regarding the
article given to the newspapers, which condemned the Board of District
24,

“Mr. Carter then spoke at length replying to Mr. Buck explaining the stand
taken by the Committee from the Mass Meeting, and concluded his
remarks with the request that the Board of District 24 withhold their action
in accepting the new boundary line until further steps could be taken to
gain the desired result put forth by the citizens committee. Mr. Lee replied
to Mr. Carter explaining how the Board of District 24 had tried to work
with the Citizens Committee in order to obtain additional territory for the
extension of the District. He also stated that the Hewlett Board had made
an offer to our District and that it was a case of accepting or rejecting it.
Further that District 24 could go no further than they had gone.

“Mr. Buck then spoke making further explanations to Mr. Carter.

? Ibid., August 13, 1928. Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, September 21, 1928 at 1 Vol. III, No.
XLVIII - “School District 24 and Hewlett Board set Boundary Line”

" Ibid., August 16, 1928.

" Ibid., September 20, 1928.
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“Mr. Carter then spoke putting some questions to the chair, which were
objected to by Mr. Buck holding “Mr. Carter to the question of Boundary
line.

“Mr. Haddock then spoke explaining that he thought that District 24 had
been lax in not looking forward to changing the Boundary line to include
the new houses and territory in the District 24.

“Mr. Keogh made a motion seconded by Mr. Buck to adopt a resolution
agreeing to the proposition of Hewlet Board temporarily without giving up
the right to continue the work of securing further territory, also that the
Citizens Committee continue to function and work with the Board of
District 24. Motion carried.”

“Mr. Carter made an appeal to the Board that they take up the
Resolution from The South Side Taxpayers Association with a view to
securing a new School for the Gibson section. Mr. Carter also requested
that the Committee from the Mass Meeting be allowed to meet with the
Board of District 24 with a view to extending the District further.”'>

A “copy of the new boundary lines of School District 24 was received from Supt.
Mepham which the clerk was ordered to file for future reference.”’” The district boundary
lines adjusted in 1923 and 1928 remain essentially as described above until 1951 when
additional land was ceded to District 30."* The minutes of this transaction read as

follows:

“unanimously carried that the Board unanimously approved a
motion to transfer to Union Free School Dist. 30 that section of Dist. 24
west of Central Ave. It was further agreed that the district boundary line
would then be changed to run North and South, in the middle of Central
Ave. from Sunrise Highway to DuBois Ave.”

“Motion was then made by Mr. Collins sec by Mr. Konig and
unanimously carried that a letter be sent to Mr. Gross and Dr. Wilson of
the State Dept. advising them that we made this property change of
boundary to Dist 30 on Dec 5™ 1951.”

2 Ibid., September 24, 1928.
B Ibid,, January 17, 1929.

" Ibid., December 12, 1951 at 219.
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