The Seventies
1970-1979

! District 24 Board Minute Books, February 24, 1970.

2 Ibid., June 25, 1974.

3 Ibid., September 23, 1975.
* Ibid., March 23, 1976.

* Ibid., April 26, 1977.

8 Ibid., March 22, 1979.



The decades of the 50s, 60s and 70s were when the Baby Boomers passed through
the schools of America.” They contributed to the turbulent 60s and 70s, when “nearly
one-forth of the adult population were immature idealists on testosterone.”® For two
decades vandalism, drugs and other disruptive activities complicated the mission of

education as the above quote attest. Other institutions were also not immune.

The closing of the Village Green, enforced by Village Security, has caused
extensive vandalism at the Donahue School.”

During the decade of the 70s two of the four schools in the district were renamed
~ the Harbor Road School became the Robert W. Carbonaro School in 1970 and the
Franklin Avenue School became the William F. Donahue School in 1972.° The former

was named after the district principal [superintendent] and the latter, a school Trustee.

VS District Principal Dies of Heart Attack
Robert W. Carbonaro, 48, the district principal of Valley Stream
Union Free School District 24 and president of the Nassau Association of
Chief School Administrators, died of a heart attack Saturday night at the
South Nassau Community Hospital in Oceanside.

“Carbonaro, who resided at 88 Bixley Heath, served the district in
numerous capacities for 24 years. After coming to the district in 1946, he
served for seven years as physical education department supervisor. From
1952 to 1958 he was principal of William L. Buck Elementary School. In
1959 he was appointed district school principal, a position in which he had
long distinguished himself.

7 The original Baby Boom boosted the U.S. Population by 44 percent. The Baby Boom generation was
from 1946 to 1964.

® On Board, New York State School Board Association Newspaper, July 29, 2002 at 5.

® District 24 Board Minute Books, October 27, 1977.

' Ibid., February 27, 1992. There was a request by a Board visitor “to change [the] name of the Brooklyn
Avenue School to William G. Rudolph School” after his passing. He was a long time treasurer in the
district.



Born May 3, 1921, Mr. Carbonaro graduated from New York University
in 1941. After receiving a Masters degree from Rutgers in the following
year, he entered the Navy.

His service oversees during World War II included active
participation in the D-Day invasion at Normandy, but ended when a mine
exploded disintegrating his landing craft. After the war, Mr. Carbonaro
maintained his affiliation with the Navy, rising to the rank of Captain in
the Navel Reserve. Since June, he had served as group commander at the
U.S. Naval Reserve Training Center in Whitestone, Queens.

Among the many educational organizations to which he belonged
were the National, State and County Associations of Chief School
Administrators, the National, New York State and Nassau Elementary
School Principals Association and he was an honorary life member of the
State Congress of Parents and Teachers.

Religious services will be held at 8 P.M., Tuesday at the Moore
Funeral Home in Valley Stream, with Masonic and American Legion
services to follow. Burial will be Wednesday afternoon in Pinelawn
National Cemetery.

Mr. Carbonaro is survived by his widow, Henrietta, 13-year old
daughter, Barbara Anne, and his mother, Elizabeth of Brooklyn.”11

As early as January 6, 1970 the board was in receipt of a letter from Mr. Irving J.
Stern, “recommending the renaming of the Harbor Road School as a fitting tribute to Dr.
Robert W. Carbonaro.” This letter was acknowledged “with the advice that his suggestion
will be before the trustees when they meet in the near future to consider a memorial.”'? A
Scholarship Fund was established and the chairlady “reported that at a meeting, it was the
unanimous decision of the members of the committee present to recommend the

renaming of one of the school buildings, preferably the Harbor Road School, to the Dr.

1 v7alley Stream Maileader, December 25, 1968 Vol. 47, No. 9 at 1.

2 District 24 Minute Books, January 27, 1970.




Robert W. Carbonaro School.””? “The Harbor Road School PTA advised that the
Executive Board of the Harbor Road PTA would be delighted and honored to have the
Harbor Road School renamed for Dr. Carbonaro.”** On June 30, 1970 a motion passed
unanimously to rename the Harbor Road School the Robert W. Carbonaro School. At the

July 28, 1970 meeting the Board appropriated $475 for the new lettering."”

The renaming of the Franklin Avenue School was the next to be renamed. It was

first recorded in Board minutes in 1972.

Mrs. Downes [board president] read various correspondence which
had been delivered to her directly, all of which contained the request that
the Brooklyn Avenue School be re-named ‘The Reverend William F.
Donahue School. Included in this correspondence were letters from Mr.
William X. Sypher, the Gibson Civic Association, the Chief of the Valley
Stream Fire Department, and the Kiwanis Club, as well as petitions signed
by approximately 250 residences of the community and by approximately
130 members of the Fire Department.

A motion by Mrs. Dubin that the Board re-name the Brooklyn
Avenue School ‘The Reverend William F. Donahue School’ was not
seconded.

Mr. Buchsbaum explained for the benefit of the number of visitors
who had come to this meeting in the interest of this proposal that the re-
naming of a school was not a matter that could receive immediate action
of the Board, and he recommended that this matter be discussed by the full
Board at the next committee meeting in Mr. Donahue’s presence. It was
the consensus of the Board that this procedure be followed.'®

B 1bid, May 26, 1970. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District
Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 169.

¥ Ibid., June 4, 1970.

% Ibid., October 23, 1973 - “Letter of October 17, 1973 from Mrs. Henrietta Carbonaro offering as a gift to
the Robert W. Carbonaro School a portrait of her late husband.”

'® Ibid., September 26, 1972



“But it wasn’t that simple, and the ensuing debate served as a reminder that
naming a new school or renaming an old one can be one of the most intense, emotional
and controversial issues a school Board will encounter.!’ It is often a personal, highly
political process, with the potential for tearing a community apart.”'® Letters and petitions

pro and con inundated the board. Some examples include:

Letter of October 24, 1972 from the Franklin Avenue School PTS
Executive Board, stating that it had unanimously voted to request that the
Franklin Avenue School be re-named the William F. Donahue School.

Letter of October 24, 1972 from Sandra S. Randell, President of
the Brooklyn Avenue School PTA, stating that a poll of its executive
committee had shown that a majority was against changing the name of
the Brooklyn Avenue School.

Petition ascribed to by 192 residents and taxpayers of District No.
24 stating their wish that the name of the Brooklyn Avenue School remain
unchanged.

Letter of October 16, 1972 from Engine Company No.2, stating
that it had voted to request changing the name of the Brooklyn Avenue
School to honor their chaplain, William F. Donahue.

Letter of October 16, 1972 from Henry Berkoudt, Director of the
Wayside School for Girls, in support of movement to name a District No.
24 school in honor of William F. Donahue.

Mr. Joseph Perez submitted a petition containing approximately
1,389 signatures of taxpayers and residents of District No. 24, asking the
Board to rename, in Rev. Donahue’s honor, either the Franklin Avenue or
Brooklyn Avenue buildings as the ‘William F. Donahue School.’

' See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at
146, 213. Valley Stream Maileader Newspaper, September 21, 1972 Vol. 49, No. 38 at 20.

'8 American School Board Journal, September 2002 Vol. 189, No. 9 at 32 - Article “What’s in a Name? —
When it comes to school names and team mascots, the answer is — plenty.” By Lottie L. Joiner.



The Board split 3 to 3 at the October 1972 meeting. The motion finally passed at
the November 14, 1972 meeting by a 4 to 3 vote.'” Trustee Donahue cast the deciding
vote in his favor while saying that it was nice to smell the roses while still alive. 2° This
same vote was recorded for releasing money for the new lettering.?' The local newspaper

covered the controversy as follows:

Special Meeting Of Dist. #24
A special meeting of District 24’s Board of Education in Valley
Stream was scheduled for Tuesday night at the Wm. L. Buck School.

The district, which has been discussing the possibilities of
renaming one of its schools in honor of Rev. William F. Donahue, a
member of the School Board, has been wracked with dissention over the
matter.

There have been several votes by the Board of Education, the last
one being a 3-3 tie, until broken by the ‘aye’ vote of the pastor. Several
community leaders contend that the meetings have not been held in strict
accordance with parliamentary procedure, as Robert’s Rules of Order
require that anyone personally involved in the matter at hand, refrain from
casting a vote.”

Another controversy that engulfed the Board in the early 70s was the resignation

of the district superintendent.” It seems that Superintendent Santore had a falling out

¥ District 24 Minute Books, November 14, 1972. “Mr. Glassberg raised the point of order that it is illegal
for a person concerned in a motion to vote on the motion. Mrs. Dowers responded that she had checked
with the school attorney, who said that everyone has a right to vote.” See also Public Education in Valley
Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 172.

2 Trustees Dubin, McCuster, Dowers & Donahue voted yes. Trustees Glassberg, MacLean & Bucksbaum
voted no.

! Ibid,, January 23, 1973. “Audrey Reinhart, Secretary of Citizens for Naming of Wm. F. Donahue
School, indicating that by public subscription the Citizens will donate and erect the lettering and/ or sign
for placement on the Franklin Avenue School.” The gift was accepted.

22 yalley Stream Maileader Newspaper, November 16, 1972 Vol. 49, No. 46 at 2.

2 Mr. Nicholas J. Santore was hired in June of 1970 after the death of Mr. Carbonaro, resigned January 26,
1972 and was reappointed March 28, 1972.



with a majority of the school Board. After his resignation many letters from staff and 9
petitions consisting of approximately 479 names to have the Board reconsider his
resignation failed.** It eventually passed by a 4 to 3 vote and after the following statement

he was rehired for the 1972-73 school year.

Mr. Santore acknowledged with gratitude the support he had
received from staff and community. He went on to state that after several
discussions with the Board, he believed that the groundwork for a
continued relationship was in evidence; that he had a commitment to the
district and would endeavor to the best of his ability to fulfill that
commitment.”’

The local paper covered all bases in their editorial.

An Editorial -
A Step in the Right Direction

The decision of Nicholas J. Santore, district principal of U.F.S.D.
#24, to continue in his present position, must be regarded as another small
step forward on the road to truly representative government.
“Both the community and the School Board are to be congratulated. Had
the parents and faculty not mobilized their forces and united together to
make their will known to the school authorities, action would have been
fruitless.

Had the Board not been sensitive to, and aware of, the wishes of
the community, and had they not been responsive to the ‘will of the
majority,” democracy would have been a meaningless word.

We salute all concerned for a meaningful example of community
action and representative government.*®

* District 24 Minute Books, February 22, 1972, Trustees Bucksbaum, MacLean & McCuster voted to
reconsider resignation, while Donahue, Dowers & Bubin voted no. Valley Stream Maileader, March 2,
1972 Vol. 49, No. 9 at 1 & 3. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District
Thirteen Scrapbook, at 2,974 to 2,977. This communication from the Nassau Superintendent to the
Commissioner of Education refers to the confusion in the district at the time. Volume IX District Twenty-
Four Scrapbook at 170, 171.

3 Ibid., March 28, 1972.

% Valley Stream Maileader. April 6, 1972 Vol. 49, No. 14 at 1.




The issue even reached the State Education Department as the following letter

will attest.

March 15, 1972
Dr. William T. Callahan
District Superintendent of Schools
125 Jericho Turnpike
Jericho, New York 11753

Dear Bill:

Your letter of March 1, 1972 to the commissioner regarding the
situation in Valley Stream has been referred to me for reply. Having
received a copy of the letter from you directly, I have reviewed its
contents and frankly we are confident that you are on top of the situation.
If, however, the situation should develop that you need assistance from us,
please do not hesitate to write or call.

In the meantime and with best regards, [ am
Sincerely,

Leo A. Souey

Cc: Dr. Sheldon
Dr. Longworthy

9527

Controversy breeds change. The residents of the community changed the face of
the district through the ballot box in many ways during this decade.”®
e Seven times during the decade the budget was defeated and on three

separate occasions the district was forced to declare an austerity budget. It
failed twice in 197029, 1972, once in 1975 and twice in 1979.

27 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at
2,974.

2 Ibid., Volume VIII District Twenty-Four, Appendix VI for complete details.

¥ District 24 Minute Books, August 25, 1970. Motion carried “to terminate the milk program during the
period of austerity.”




e The hot lunch program was eliminated in 1972 when a proposition to
cover the cost of this program failed.

e In 1973 the terms of trustees was reduced from five years to three years.>

e A proposition passed in 1973 changing the election to the Board of
Education from designating a particular vacated Board seat (and running
against that individual) to an at large election.’’ From 1973 to the present
the trustees that receive the most votes in rank order are elected.

0

Even the manner of appointment to the high school Board of Education was changed.
Prior to 1971 the election/appointment™ to the high school Board was conducted every

year at the reorganization meeting. Now it ran concurrent with one’s board seat.

Mr. MacLean reviewed the provisions of the State Education Law
which provide that a duly appointed representative of a component
Elementary School District board of education to a High School Board
may retain that position as long as he remains a member of the Elementary
School Board. Mr. MacLean stated that in view of this reading of the
statute, there presently existed only one vacancy in our representation on
the High School Board, and he was affirmed in this understanding by the
school attorney.>

The president announced that Mrs. Dowers, Messrs. Bucksbaum
and MacLean, the current representatives to the High School Board, would
continue as such representatives by law until their respective terms of

30 Ibid., February 27, 1973. “Petition signed by 55 residents of the district, asking the Board to include in
the next election a proposition, which, if passed, would increase the term of a school Board member from
five to three years.”

31 Ibid., January 32, 1973. “Letter of January 23, 1973, signed by Mesdames Randell, Yanofsky, Weiner
and Hartig, presidents of the district’s PTAs, stating that their Executive Board are predominately in favor
of a reduction in length of office of members of the Board of Education, and asking that the Board take the
necessary steps to decrease the term of a school board member to three years.” February 27, 1973 “Prior to
the voting, members of the audience who had signed the petition were asked their reason for this move. The
consensus was that 1) there was increasing difficulty in getting candidates for a five-year term, and 2)
where there is dissatisfaction with the quality of a trustee, a shorter term would be desirable.” On April 24,
1973 a motion was defeated by a 4 to 3 vote for [the] Board to go on record against [the] proposition.
Trustees MacLean, Glassberg & Bucksbaum were apposed to proposition.

32 Technically one is appointed to the high school Board by the elementary Board. That is why the high
school set-up is not in violation of the 14 Amendment to the Constitution — one-person one vote rule. See
also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XXII VSCHSD History, Chapter Two at 7 &
8.

33 District 24 Minute Books, July 6, 1971.




office as members of the component elementary district are over or they
.34
resign.

\

The many controversies did not go unnoticed by the Board. The board’s public
relations committee was used “to fill a gap between the Board of Education and the
community and to establish a true relationship. Steps being taken include a monthly
message from the Bpard in PTA Newsletters and articles in the District Newsletter and

33 An example of this cooperation was the Board

local newspapers, for a beginning.
working with the Brooklyn Avenue PTA to get a traffic light at their school. At the
December 21, 1976 Board meeting it was announced that a “traffic signal at Rockaway

Ave. at Seventh & Alsop Street has been installed.”

In 1973 the State required all districts to adopt a simplified name.*® “Valley
Stream Union Free School District No. 24” was proposed but the State asked that the
number be spelled out. Thus, the official name of the district became “Valley Stream
Union Free School District Twenty-Four.” This became true for Valley Stream Union
Free School Districts Thirteen and Thirty. These three districts are the only ones in the

State that have numbers in their names.>’

Ad Hoc Study and Citizen Advisory Committees were used extensively during
this decade. The following gives a glimpse of the district in 1976 and was taken from one

of those studies.

3 Ibid., July S, 1972.
3 Ibid., September 23, 1975.
3 Ibid., May 22, 1973 & July 24, 1973.

37 The only exceptions are Special Act Districts.
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Current Enrollment as of December 1976

(by grade and building)
From: Comprehensive Long-Range Plan For Educational Facilities
Brooklyn William F. William L. Robert W.
Grade Avenue Donahue Buck Carbonaro District
K 32 36 39 51 158
1 27 34 47 66 174
2 32 36 43 54 165
3 38 18 42 62 160
4 35 29 43 82 189
5 33 31 60 75 199
6 28 26 52 72 178
Total 225 210 326 462 1223
Impact Of Non-Public Schools Closing
Col. A — Non-Public Within District (1)
Col. B — Non-Public Outside District (6)
Col. C - Totals
Brooklyn William F. William L. Robert W.
Avenue Donahue Buck Carbonaro Total
Grade ABC ABC ABC ABC A B C
K 30 3 2.0 2 1 01 6 1 7 12 1 13
1 7 1 8 g8 0 8 1 01 50 5 21 1 22
2 8 0 8§ 4 0 4 0 1 1 10 2 12 22 3 25
3 4 1 5 9 0 9 11 2 3 2 5 17 4 21
4 51 6 7 0 7 0 1 1 8 0 8 20 2 22
5 3 5 8 8 0 8 516 11 3 14 27 9 36
6 101 11 3 03 235 62 8 21 6 27
TOTALS 49 41 17 59 140 26 166
Type of Dwelling: 1 = One Family
2 = Two Family
3 = Multiple (3 or more families)
4 =Vacant
5 = Senior Citizen
Brooklyn William F. William L. Robert W.
Tvpe Avenue Donahue Buck Carbonaro
1 405 405 885 1361
2 369 416 141 70
3 209 170 2 11
4 28 24 22 14
S 169

Comprehensive Long-Range Plan
For
Educational Facilities
Valley Stream Union Free School District #24
Valley Stream, New York
1976
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B. Evaluation of buildings in terms of their continued use

[The] Brooklyn Avenue School was erected in 1907. Over a period
of years, the Board of Education has budgeted necessary funds for the
implementation of a long range rehabilitation and modernization program
(1958-1959), including improvements in the heating-plant, a building
(fire) sprinkler system, a new roof, conversion of one area to a
cafeteria/all-purpose room, the erection of a gymnasium/auditorium, the
installation of fire doors and additional entrance/exits at the rear of the
building, the modernization of two areas for use as a music room and a
reading center and the conversion of one classroom for use as a
library/media center. The site provides a play area for kindergarten
children, an area for group games and a ball field. There is no available
contiguous space.

The William F. Donahue School was erected in 1925. Over a
period of years, a number of improvements have been completed in
building and site. The auditorium/gymnasium has been modernized; the
balcony area has been closed in and converted to a media center; dead
space at the ends of hall areas have been converted for special use by staff
(Principal’s Conference room, language teacher’s office, remedial reading
center). Classrooms have been modified by installation of new lights
customized radiator covers and bookshelves, A/V drapes and (for next
year) replacement of windows as needed. New furniture has been installed
and the heating, electrical and plumbing system have been upgraded. A
large lawn area has been divided for use as a black-topped parking area for
staff and a play area (with equipment) for primary grade children. A
portion of the playground has been black-topped and for group games, and
a larger section is maintained for a ball field and other types of activities.
The school site encompasses one entire block. There is no contiguous
space available.

[The] William L. Buck School was erected in 1951. A three-room
addition was erected in 1958. Internal changes include the conversion of a
kitchen area to a reading center, and of a seldom-used stage area in the
All-purpose room to space for duplicating services. Two classrooms have
been converted for use as a media center; another classroom is being used
to house a resource/learning center. A consulting engineer is developing
plans to eliminate some lower window space as part of a program for heat
conservation. Selected areas of the playground have been black-topped
and grass is maintained in the larger area for other physical activities and
for organized ball games. There is no available contiguous area.

[The] Robert W. Carbonaro School was erected in 1953. A six-

room addition was erected in 1958. Changes within the building have been
minimal. Two classrooms have been converted for use as a media-center;

12



[the] kitchen area is being converted for use as an art room, a large office
area is being used for a resource/learning center and a smaller office area
for use as a reading center. Portions of the large play area have been
black-topped and are used for selected game activities; one segment of the
playground is set aside and equipped for exclusive use by kindergarten
children. There is ample space for organized activities and ball games for
the play area of this school joins the play area of the adjoining
junior/senior high school. Lighting improvements have been made and the
total electrical system has been upgraded.

In all buildings an inter-com system has been installed, as well as a
master antenna and TV system. As part of the Board’s planned
maintenance program, the entire interior of each building is painted every
five years (on a rotation basis).

The district as all others in the area sustained enrollment decline during the
1970s.%® This precipitated a full-blown Ad Hoc Advisory Committee in 1979 to study the
educational facilities in the district for the future.” I have reproduced the committee’s

charge as their finding eventually was instrumental in the closing of one school in the

district.

Committee Charge
The Board of Education of Union Free School District Twenty-
Four charges the Educational Facilities Study Committee:

To study factors which may affect or influence the long-term
organization and operation of the schools and

To recommend a plan of operation which reflects efficiency and
economy at the same time that it promotes modern educational practices
and maintains educational quality.

As a guide the Board suggests the committee study:
a. The superintendent’s long-range plan.
b. Declining enrollment and census projections.

38 District 24 Minute Books, June 28, 1978. Effective July 1, 1979 a school psychologist, curriculum
coordinator, foreign language and library teacher were eliminated.

% Ibid., January 25, 1979.
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C. Class size — current facility needs.
d. Class size — future facility needs through a five-year projection.
e. Utilization of facilities.
f. Economic impact of the Committee’s recommendations on the school
district.
g Alternative recommendations.
(REGULATIONS)
Purpose:

This is an Ad Hoc Advisory Committee to the Board of Education. The
committee will be charged with studying long-range plans for the
District’s educational facilities. The study will be aided by data contained
in the superintendent’s “Comprehensive Long-Range Plan for Educational
Facilities,” and other information as may be applicable,

Selection of members:

The Board of Education will select individuals and invite them to serve on
the advisory committee. The Board will seek to represent as many
different segments and areas of influence in the community as possible.
The Board will not appoint two members of an immediate family to the
committee. No person who is related by blood or marriage to a member of
the Board of Education will be nominated or appointed to serve on this Ad
Hoc Advisory Committee. Once appointed, each member will officially
represent only himself or herself. No member will be appointed as an
official representative of any group or organization in the district.

Appointment:
Tnvited individuals who express a willingness to serve will be appointed

by the Board of Education. New members will not be added once the
committee has held its organization meeting, but members may be
replaced by the Board of Education if they fail to attend committee
meetings with some regularity.

Term of service:
All members will serve from the date of formal appointment until June 1,
1979. If the Board finds any need for continuing the committee beyond
that time, members may be appointed and continue to serve for a pre-
determined period of time.

Staffing:
The Committee will have one or more staff members assigned by the

superintendent of schools as liaison to the Committee (a liaison person and
a substitute). The liaison person will be expected to attend all regular
committee meetings. The liaison person will not have a vote, will not
serve as an officer of the committee and will not serve on a sub-
committee, which prepares the written report to the Board of Education.
Any staff resource person needed will be made available for committee

14



meetings on request. Board members will not be involved with committee
work or attend committee meetings.

Meetings:
At the organization meeting the committee will establish a regular

calendar of meetings. The president of the Board of Education will attend
the organizational meeting to outline the Board’s charge to the committee.

“The Committee will select its own chairperson, assistant chairperson, and
secretary. The chairperson will preside at all meetings and serve as
spokesperson of the committee before the Board of Education. The
assistant chairperson will serve in the chairperson’s absence. The secretary
will prepare minutes of each meeting to be distributed and approved at the
following meeting. A copy of the minutes of each meeting shall be
supplied to the Board of Education.

Agenda:
The chairperson and the liaison person will prepare an agenda to be sent to

each member in advance of each meeting — one week in advance
whenever possible. Each agenda will include a request that a committee
member notify the chairperson or the liaison person if unable to attend the
next meeting.

Line of communication:

The Committee is appointed by and is solely responsible to the District 24
Board of Education. It does not have an independent entity. The
committee will present a written report by May 15, summarizing the
committee’s work and listing recommendations for the Board. If there is
disagreement on recommendations, the committee may choose to present
both the majority and the minority report or a number of recommendations
in a given area. The report or reports must be presented to and approved
by the committee as a whole before it is officially communicated to the
Board of Education. The committee may wish to meet with the Board of
Education to make an oral presentation concerning its final report, after
the written report has been submitted. If so, a meeting will be arranged by
the Haison person. The committee (or any individual member of the
committee) is not free to communicate with the general public, except
with_the approval of the Board of Education. The committee may not
make any commitments to, or binding agreements with, other groups or
organizations, except with the approval of the Board of Education.

Service to committee:
Normal business of the committee involving stenographic, typing,
duplication and mailing to members will be handled by and at the expense
of the Board of Education. Special expenses for the committee, if any,
may not be encumbered except with the prior approval of the

15



superintendent of schools. Membership on the committee is voluntary with
no remuneration.

Responsibilities:

Acceptance of appointment to the committee represents a commitment to
meet with and participate in the deliberations of the committee. This
requires regular attendance and failure to attend regularly (i.e. absence
from three consecutive meetings) may subject the member to removal
from the committee. Service on the committee does not presuppose any
commitment to or agreement with the Board of Education or
superintendent of schools on any issues under study. The work of the
committee is deemed to be privileged unless and until it is released to the
public by the Board of Education, and it is expected that members of the
committee will use discretion in discussing privileged committee work.
Acceptance of appointment to the committee shall also constitute
agreement by the committee member to abide by all of the foregoing
limitations and regulations.

Other events of note ...

Minutes
“Mr. Herman reported that last Saturday the Brooklyn Avenue School had passed
the Civil Defense inspection. He reviewed the material stored in the building by
the Civil Defense inspection.” (May 26, 1970)
“118 participated in the 1970 summer school. 113 in remedial reading and the
balance in either speech correction or remedial Spanish.” (November 24, 1970)
Student fees under austerity. Superintendent Santore stated “that 48 families
representing 69 children had not completed their payments, accounting for a total
of $492 delinquent to date out of a total of over $18,000 estimated receipts. It was
suggested that a letter over the president’s signature go to each of these families,
advising them that the Board will take action if payment is not made.”
“Triple session kindergarten classes planned for the William L. Buck School for
the coming year.” (July 6, 1971)
Economic Stabilization Act of 1970 imposed by Executive Order. (August 24, 1971)
“Petitions signed by several hundred residents asking that format for primary
grades at the Brooklyn Avenue School revert immediately to a graded structure.”
This pilot program was in effect since 1969. (October 26, 1971)
“Mr. William X. Gimello, Executive Secretary of the Valley Stream Teachers
Association, went on record as objecting to the U.S. Cost of Living Council’s
decision in regard to their inequitable application of the wage freeze as it applies
to teachers. The Association has filed a law suit against the U.S. Cost of Living
Council.” (December 21, 1971)
Nassau Superintendent Callahan recommends against Board Committee
meetings. (July 5, 1972)
School Attorney Spelman reviewed recent legislation pertaining to school
districts, to wit:
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2)

b)

that state aid payments for the coming year would be received at the rate of 8
1/3% in September, October and November and 25% per month in April, May
and June.

That we must adopt a popular name for our school district and so advise the state
commission by January, 1973; and

That we are obliged to adopt by-laws by November, 1972 relating to conduct on
school premises. (July 25, 1972)

The Fleischman Commission Report will be given in Huntington Station. (October

24.1972)
Citizens Committee consists of one member from the Rotary Club, Gibson Civic,

Hewlett Park Civic, Kiwanis Club, Father Thomas F.B. Carroll Council of the
Knights of Columbus, the Lions Club, East Valley Stream Taxpayers Association,
4 PTAs and 13 others. (November 28, 1972)

President of the Board signs agreement with Red Cross for “use of our facilities in
the event of a mass disaster.” (April 29, 1975)

Offer “of a mural depicting the history of the William F. Donahue School in the
media center with the cost of materials to be absorbed by the PTA.” (September 23,

1975) ‘
“Pursuant to Part 185, Title 8 of the Official Compilation of the Codes, Rules and

Regulations of the State of New York” a resolution on Records and Disposition
was passed. (Qctober 28, 1975)

New election law: “registered voters in the general election are eligible to vote at
[school] district elections.” (January 27, 1976)

Major renovations underway: re-wiring at Brooklyn Ave. School, new windows at
William F. Donahue School and painting at William L. Buck School. (July 28,

1977)
“Mr. Lieban [school attorney] rendered his opinion on the applicability of the

‘Openness Law,” stating that our Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting could be kept
closed, and that we are generally handling our procedures well.” (August 25, 1977)
Letter from Executive Director of Council of Administrators and Supervisors
Local 12, AFSA, AFL-CIO, advising that “CAS is representing the administration
and supervisors of Districts 13, 24, and 30, as well as those in the Central High
School District.” (March 23, 1978)

“Mr. Santore [superintendent] expressed regret that District 24 was recently
singled out by the Village Green for being the major consumer of tax dollars. A
meeting has been scheduled to discuss this presentation with the mayor.”
(September 28, 1978)

R.W. Carbonaro School has been selected to accommodate handicapped
youngsters as mandated by state law, estimated cost $15,000. (April 26, 1979)
Education Committee recommends elimination of, effective July 1, 1979,
curriculum coordinator. One school psychologist, one foreign language teacher,
and one library teacher. (June 28, 1979)

In response to a letter from the Brooklyn Avenue School PTA asking if a decision
had been made to close a school, the president [of the board] indicated that the
decision would be made in January. Closing of a school has been an “an ongoing
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consideration since 1978, but decision has been reached by the Board.” (September

27, 1979)
High School Report: “reported the 25™ anniversary of Mathletes, which include

eighteen schools with three hundred participants. Mr. Santore mentioned that
District 24 pioneered the Mathletes program on the elementary school level.”
(October 25. 1979)

TV “Channel 13 will come into the Brooklyn Avenue School to look at the Seattle
and Berkely projects there in January 1980.” (October 25, 1979)

“New York Times food section had an article featuring [Trustee] Mrs. Walsh and
her culinary art.” (November 29, 1979)
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‘Z'humdw ﬁmemb@r i&l‘??:«

The Willlam ¥, Donabus
Sehool, formerly the Frankis
ave, Sedonl of Distriet 24,
resshed 1ts hall-ceistory maark
Do, 9, sl sittlng srowdly in
the beart of the Villuge,

K-8 puplibs have participaled
i weekly assembly proprams
sinees . Seplember boworing the
arpiversary, & booster came
palpn for the Goldes Anniversary
Joursal sl o sude of souveniy
puktons,

Highitght of the esishraitons
was & progkmn on Ded. 3, ibe
date of the dedlestlon ceree
montes 1o 1985, ore han
300 persons, ineluding aduwmai,
former teachers sl Bourd of
pdueation members joined the
present stuff, Bourd of Edona-
Hon, P.T.A. 3o residents in the
gaiz celobrabtion,

Svaskers included Mayor Do
ek M, Minerva; Rev. Willum
¥, bonatue (for whon fheschool
waz named in 19733, Joseph 2as
batta, Board of Educstion prosie
demt; Nicholas Santore, Distriet

, Brincipal, and WoTdm Ward, g
Mayor and former teucher,

Fatriela Walsh apoke for he
Teacher's Associstionand selonl
staft, Davld Light for the she
dents, and Asn Twdevilo for the
A, Rev, Heury Phillips,
Pastor of Holy Nums of Mury,
dadivered the [nvocation, ﬁau
Bobert Boward of Grace Malhe
adist Chureh gave the Benedioe
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A sketeh, e Deunabue
=olden Juldles®” presested by
Mrs, Lowis' sixih goade, dew
Hented e audieges, Speciud
recognition was glven W MIn
Peurl Frelds, o teucher in 1820,
wiip eslebrabed her Toth birthe
dav by vraveling from East Duve
mam, X.¥, fo atlend s pioe
gram, ,

Ardist anthony Tallerico was
alse honored for hiz. art con=
tribation  for the annlversaty.
In addition o his design of the
Donabue emblem, and an amvie
yersary postsr, ko will seon
mepin b6 paint the P04, hise
torieal mural b the Media Cons
ter, A plague from Hie PJLA.
presented for s contribubion
was npcepted by Principal Lovise
Dtiourks,

The Asuiversary Jeurnal, fi-
nzsved by pupll conteltnfions and
over 450 Donahine Bopkters, was
presented fu goests by Harey
Fopan, chairman of the journis
sommitter, Distribullon ollour-
nals gontinves tds week, Exw
hinite depicbing various decsdes
of sehool history were of special
interest to the guests as they
snjpored o soclal bour followlng
the program when e P.T.A.
served  Amversary obhke and
sutien.

Pesidants are invited o view
the eahibits whizh Wil e dig-
played throueh January,
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