The Fifties
1950-1959

The decade of the 1950s saw the construction of two new school buildings in the

district:' the William L. Buck School in 1952 and the Harbor Road School in 1954. The

! A new eight room addition was constructed at the Brooklyn Avenue School. See also Public Education in
Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook, at 65 & 67.




latter’s name was changed to the Robert W. Carbonaro School in 1972 after his untimely

death while serving as district principal.z.

William L. Buck School’
In March of 1950 the Board hired Mr. Wiedersum “as architect for the new school

% A resolution was unanimously adopted “to

building on the Horton Avenue property.
name the new school in the district the ‘William L. Buck School’ in honor of Mr. Buck
who had served the district and Central High School for so many years” in May of 1950.°
Groundbreaking was authorized for December 9, 1950° and the cornerstone was laid on
May 12, 1951.” The dedication was held on April 22, 19528

Harbor Road School’
(Robert W. Carbonaro School)lo

2 Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, Newspaper, December 25, 1969 Vol.47, No.9 at 1

3 Ibid., January 6, 1951 at 163. Meeting called to select color of bricks of the Buck School. January 18 and
24, 1951 at 169. Meeting called to select furniture. January 30, 1951 at 169. Meeting called to select tile
for main entrance of new school. February 15, 1951 at 171. Color scheme of equipment in new school
discussed. March 8, 1951 at 175. Meeting called to purchase kitchen equipment. March 24, 1951 at 181
Board decides to have classrooms plastered. April 24, 1951 at 185. Board discusses shades and drapes for
new school.

* Ibid., March 10, 1950 at 117.

3 District 24 Board Minute Books, May 9, 1950 at 126.

¢ Ibid., November 21, 1950 at 157.
7 Ibid., April 24, 1950 at 185.
8 Ibid., March 18, 1952 at 226.

® Ibid., May 26, 1953 at 281. Board selects “style of bricks” for Hungry Harbor School. July 20, 1953 at
293 Work on school stops due to teamsters strike,

19 gee also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook at 511
and Valley Stream Herald, Newspaper November 11, 2004 at 5. - Carbonaro School celebrates 50"
Anniversary .




The Board met with the delegation from the Reisert property and were
presented with petitions containing a thousand names requesting a new
school in their section. Mr. Collins answered their questions and assured
them that the Board was doing everything possible to obtain a school in
their section.'!

In November 1952 the Board passed a motion to set up a publicity committee on a

proposed new school building. It was followed with the following:

Upon motion by Mr. Collins and seconded by Mr. Power, and
unanimously carried, the following persons will serve as a lay advisory
committee to the Board of Education in planning and preparing the
necessary data and making suggestions for the building on the Hungary
Harbor Road site:

Gibson Civic Association Mrs. Harold Boos
Mr. C. Edward Gideon
South Valley Stream Civic Association ~ Mrs. Alexander Kolesnick
Mr. Raymond Blake

Yorkshire Civic Association Mr. Samuel Harris

Mrs. Hazel Fishman
Valley Stream Civic Association Mr. Elmer Finck

Mr. Philip A. Simon
Hewlett Park Civic Association Mr. Jack Sheldon

Mrs. Audrey Nalven
Rabinwood Civic Association Mrs. Mildred Steinbook

Capt. Robert Dickson
Parent-Teacher Association Mrs. Fred Stadelman

Mr. Howard Baylis” "2

In March 1953 “the Board advertised for bids for erection of a school on the

Hungry Harbor site.”!® In August a motion failed by a vote of 5 to 2 to name “the new

" District 24 Minute Books.., October 21, 1952 at 251.

12 1bid., November 18, 1952 at 155.

B 1bid., March 17, 1953 at 271. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume I
District Thirteen History, Chapter One at 58 and 59.




school Hungry Harbor Road School.”'* This was followed with a motion to have “the
Board petition the Village Board to change the name of Hungry Harbor Road to Harbor

Road 915

In October of 1953 a motion carried “that the laying of the cornerstone at the,
Harbor Road School be held on November 14, 1953.”'% The selection of the name
“Harbor Road School” was unanimously passed at this meeting.'” In May of 1954 a
motion passed “that the Board write to the Village Board advising them that we are
opening the Harbor Road School on September 1, 1954 and that we are requesting police
protection for the pupils.”18 A dedication program was conducted on November 9,

19541

The 1954-55 school year commenced with four schools in the district. Student
distribution and overcrowding remained an issue and continued to utilize much of the

Board’s energy. Appendices I, V and VI document active trustee elections and the first

% Ibid., August 18, 1953 at 296.

'S Ibid., August 18, 1953 at 296 - “A letter from the Village of Valley Stream advising the Board that they
were holding in abeyance the proposition to change the name of Hungry Harbor Road.” October 21, 1953
at 299.

16 Ibid., October 21, 1953 at 299.

"7 Ibid., October 21, 1953 at 299.

'8 Ibid., May 18, 1954 at 32.

9 Ibid., October 18, 1954 at 48.



recorded budget defeat in the district’s history. In 1957 three of the seven trustees

resigned — Mr. Endres, Mr. Schult and Mr. Collins. The latter became the district clerk.”®

On only two occasions enrollment figures during the decade were recorded in
Board minutes. From these figures we see the district grew by 251 students in two years

and the uneven distribution of pupils.

Enrollment
May 20, 1952 February 16, 1954
Brooklyn Avenue =438 Brooklyn Avenue =488
Franklin Avenue =235 Franklin Avenue =324
William L. Buck =413 William L. Buck =525
Total = 1,086 Total =1,337

From 1954 to 1957 “the question of shifting the pupil distribution in the four
schools was discussed”?! and hotly debated. The following April 30, 1954 telegram will

attest:

Telegram was received as follows: SERIOUSNESS OF
PROPOSED FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE SHIFT AND ITS FAR
REACHING EFFECTS ON CHILDREN IN, THIS DISTRICT
WARRANT OPINIONS OF THOSE CONCERNED BE HEARD
BEFORE DECISION WAS REACHED. GROSSLY UNFAIR
THAT NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSAL WAS NOT GIVEN TO
ALL PARENTS OF THE DISTRICT. NOT RESONABLE TO
EXPECT ASSEMBLY AGE AT YOUR OPENING TO HEAR,
DIGEST AND ANALYZE IN ONE SITTING THENUMERIOUS
FACTS, FIGURES AND CHARTS INVOLVED AND REACH
MOST INTELLIGENT POSSIBLE CONTRARY
CONCLUSION. FACTS PRESENTLY AVAILABLE DO NOT
INDICATE SITUATION SO BAD AS MAKES NECESSARY
SO DRASTIC A PROPOSAL. URGENTLY REQUEST BOARD

20 Gee also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletters, October 1957, Vol.
II, No. 1 at 4.

2 District 24 Board Minute Books, January 1954 at 11.




HOLD OPEN HEARING BEFORE OPEN MEETING APRIL 26

OR POSTPONE LETTER UNTIL HEARINGS ARE HELD.
JACK SHELDON, HEWLETT PARK CIVIC ASSOC.
STEVE D’INZILO, EDUCATION COMMITTEE

About 200 parents showed up at the April 16™ meeting to express their views on
“the distribution of pupils in the schools” a lay committee was formed to study the

problem. This lay committee developed three plans:

e Plan 1 consisted of having the Kindergarten through fourth grades in three
buildings with the fifth and sixth grades attending the Brooklyn Avenue
School.

e Plan 2 had the kindergarten through sixth grade in all four buildings with
some students moving to equalize the schools.

e Plan 3, was “to operate all four buildings on a kindergarten-sixth grade
program in September 1954.” 22

Plan 1 was approved on May 25" after it was felt that the State would not approve
plan 2. This was rescinded a day later and Plan 2 was approved by a4 to 1 vote.” At the
June 16, 1955 meeting some students were transferred to equalize the school population.
An advisory planning committee was formed so “the taxpayers might be informed just

what is being done to alleviate the proper distribution of pupils in the district.”**

In 1956 the district newsletter reported:25

2 Ipid., May 25, 1954 at 33.
2 Ibid., May 26, 1954 at 34.
2 Ibid., November 15, 1956 at 126 and November 29, 1956 at 127.

25 Gee also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletter, October
1957, Vol. I, No. 1 at 3.




On September 1, 1956 there were 4,238 children, from birth to 18
years of age, in the school district. The corresponding figure for
September 1, 1957 is 4,604, an increase of 366 children.

These 4,604 children are distributed as follows:

Following is the distribution of pupils, in the district, in 1957:

William L. Buck School ......cooiiiiiiiinniiainn 531
Harbor Road School .....oovvveiiiiiieienen 603
Brooklyn Avenue School ........ccooovvienennee 367
Franklin Avenue School .......c.oooviiiiiininn 253
Total ..... 1,754

1) Enrolled in District 24 — 1,754;

2) Enrolled in private and parochial schools in the district — 470;

3) Enrolled in Central High School District #1 — 962;

4) Enrolled in private and parochial schools outside of the district — 163;
5) Minors of pre-school age — 1,193;

6) High school graduates and legally employed minors — 59;

7) Exemptions from school attendance — 3.

Starting in September of 1957 it was proposed to have some grades in the Buck and
Harbor Road schools go on split session. The administration was to determine which
grades would be affected.?® In April of 1957 “there was a delegation of taxpayers of
District 24, in reference to the transfer of pupils from one school to another” who

attended Board Meetings. They proposed the following:

1) The kindergarten in the Buck and Harbor Road Schools be set up on a
three-session basis in one classroom in each building, thus making free
one classroom for other instructional use.

2) That the hot lunch program in both the Buck and Harbor Road Schools
be discontinued and that the present all-purpose rooms be set-up to
accozr7nmodate two extra classrooms in each building for instructional
use.

26 [y;strict 24 Board Minute Books, March 11, 1957 at 133.

27 Ibid., April 24, 1957 at 137.



The last mention in Board minutes on this subject occurred in
November of 1957 when Principal Kuhn “reported the re-distribution of
children at Brooklyn Avenue is a decided improvement and is working

Well 7’28

The taxpayers voted on ten propositions during the decade.”* They can be

summarized as follows:

Date of vote
1. A $725,000 proposition to build the William L. Buck School.*
February 1, 1950
2. A $60,000 proposition to purchase site of the future Harbor Road School.”!
March 8, 1950

3. Proposition to change the date of the annual elections. June 6, 1950.
4. Expend $275,000 in addition to the $725,000 already

approved to build the William L. Buck School.* October 10, 1950
5. Expend $950,000 to erect Harbor Road School and

expend $7,000 to acquire additional land for school. February 4, 1953
6. Sell 2 acres to the CHSD for $13,500. May 5, 1953
7. Dedicate a strip of land at Harbor Rd. School to Town of Hempstead.

February17,1954

8. Dedicate a strip of land to the Incorporated Village of Valley Stream.
Februaryl7, 1953
9. Grant to the Incorporated Village an easement for drainage at the William L.
Buck School. May 7, 1957
10. Expend $325,000 to expand at three schools. ™ April 15, 1958

2 Ibid., November 21, 1957 at 182.

% See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XV District Twenty-Four - Appendix V1.

30 Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, April 27, 1950 Vol. XXV, No.13 at 21.

31 Ibid., January 5, 1950 Vol. XXIV, No.49.

32 District 24 Board Minute Books, November 15, 1950 at 155. The following resolution was passed: “A Resolution
providing for the consolidation into one issue of serial bonds aggregating $1,060,000, heretofore separately
authorized by Union Free School District No. 24 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York, for the
construction and equipment of a school building and the purchase of a school site.”

3 vValley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, January 23, 1958 Vol. XXXII, No.47 at 1 and July 31, 1958
Vol. XXXIII, No.24 at 1




At this time in the early fifties District Thirteen would build the Howell Road and
Willow Road Schools, while District 30 would open the Forest Road Elementary

School.**

It must also be remembered that at this time the Central High School District was
proposing building Memorial Junior High School. The trustees of District 24 initially

opposed the project.

The minutes state that in February 1950 a special meeting in District 24 “was
called to discuss the proposition which is to be presented to the taxpayers of the Central
High School District.””** In December of 1949 the Board went so far as to send a letter “to
the Central High School Board requiring them to reconsider their proposition concerning
the building program for a Junior High School.”*® Then the following letter was sent to
the State Education Department and residents of the district “informing them of the
position of the members of Dist. 24 Board on the proposition which was presented to the
people on Jan. 28.”

Dr. Don L. Essex, Director

School Buildings and Grounds Division

State Education Department

Albany
New York

3 See Historical Timeline of Valley Stream, New York in Volume Zero.

3 District 24 Board Minute Books, February 15, 1950 at 113.

3 Ibid,, December 29, 1949 at 105.



Dear Dr. Essex:

The Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 24, one
of the three Union Free District Boards comprising the Central High
School District No. 1 of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New
York is taking this opportunity to write you concerning the question of a
Junior High School for said Central High School District. At a recent
meeting of the Central High School Board, a resolution was passed to
invite members of the State Education Department and the District
Superintendent to study the problem. This Board would like you to have
some of the facts.

A proposition for a Junior High School was defeated in two of the
three districts in the Central High School district primarily because the
Boards of Education in Union Free School #24 opposed it. The Board
opposed it on the following grounds:

1. It did not fulfill the needs of the people in the entire Central High School
District.

2. The proposition was based on a lay committee study made in 1944, which
does not consider present day population trends and local school
enrollment.

3. No educational or building survey has ever been made covering the Junior
and Senior High Schools.

4. The proposal for the Junior High School, which was defeated on January
28" would have served the Central High School District only through
1952.

5. The Senior High School building problem has never been considered and
it too will be at peak capacity in 1952.

6. Both the Junior and Senior High Schools have been on part-time sessions
for 15 years.

Just recently, the Central High School Board of Education passed a
resolution to resubmit the same proposition to the voters again. We are
still opposed to the proposition and believe that a complete educational
and building survey should be made by the State Education Department at
once and that the Board of Education of the Central High School made
public immediately the results of such a survey and base its educational
and building program planning according to the results obtained from this
survey.

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter sent to the residents of

Union Free School District No. 24, on January 14, 1950, together with the
projected enrollment figures for the Central High School District.

10



Inasmuch as you have been invited to study this proposition, we
thought the above information might be of some value to you in arriving at
desirable recommendations. Your consideration of this information will be
appreciated.

Very truly yours,
James F. Traver
District Clerk
Enclosures
cc to District Superintendent Gross

District Clerk
Enclosures
cc to District Superintendent Gross

EXPECTED SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN VALLEY STREAM

Senior H.S. Junior H.S. 4 year H.S. Grades 7 & 8
1949-50 787 903
1950-51 863 . 927
1951-52 918 856
1952-53 956 1000 1299 623
1953-54 987 1100 1300 658
1954-55 1016 1328 1400 764
1955-56 1061 1516 1500 950
1956-57 1164 1606 1728 1070
1957-58 1388 1697 1950 1050
1958-59 1576 1788
1959-60 1666 1956
1960-61 1757 1991
1961-62 1848 2041
1962-63 2016 2041
1963-64 2051 2041
1964-65 2100 2041
YOUNGER CHILDREN NOT NOW ATTENDING SCHOOL
District #13 District #24 District #30 Total
(August 1949) (Estimated) (Estimated without
Curtis Field)
*ok -
4 - year olds 273 217 (192) 160 625
3 - year olds 284 203 (183) 160 627
2 - year olds 311 228 (203) 160 674
1 - year olds 301 234 (209) 160 670
Under 1 262 (300)* 232 (207) 160 667

&
ok

Estimated number to date
Number expected to attend public schools

11



January 14, 1950
To the Residence Of the District:

In order to clarify the position of the Board of Education of
Union Free School District #24 with reference to the Junior High School
we should like to make public our reasons for objecting to the proposition
as submitted to the voters.

OBJECTIONS?’

. We know of a need of a Junior High School and we are not opposed to this
need.

. Each Elementary District has had a survey made.

. The Junior and Senior High School problem has not been studied since
1944, which was prior to the tremendous post-war building activities.

. The proposed Junior High School building will be filled on completion
and will thus require split sessions again.

. The present proposition takes into consideration geographical location
only. It neglects a thorough study of the total population growth.

. The possible transportation problem has been entirely neglected. No
building provisions have been considered for approximately 50% of the
pupils who live south of Merrick Road.

. The Senior High School educational and building facilities have been
given no consideration at all.

. The ability to pay for all community services, including schools, is based
on a true assessed valuation of real property. In this respect the proposed
Junior High School proposition is not economical.

. The total educational and building program required for grades 7 to 12 has
not been presented to the people.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We propose a complete educational and building survey, to be
made by the State Education Department or a qualified outside agency AT
ONCE, and the Board of Education of the Central High School make
public immediately the results of such survey and base its educational and
building program planning according to the results obtained from this
survey.

Board of Education
Union Free School
District #24

Valley Stream, New York

37 Valley Siream Mail And Gibson Herald, January 19, 1950 Vol. XXIV, No. 51 at 1 & 10.
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Finally in October of 1953 a resolution passed ‘“that the Board approve the

proposition for the erection of two high schools in the High School Dist.”*®

Throughout this building expansion, a concerted effort to consolidate the four
school districts into one was actively pursued by many trustees in Valley Stream. See
Chapter Six for a full discussion on consolidation. This was the closest time the districts
have come to consolidation. It seems to have failed at the time due to the change in

trustees and their subsequent views on the matter.

It was during the fifties that the music program in Valley Stream came under the -

coordination of the Central High School.

Mr. Smith [high school music teacher] addressed the Board with a
proposition regarding the closer working of the grade schools with the
High School in respect to the music program. Motion, that the program as
presented by Mr. Smith be adopted in principle and that the chairman
appoint a committee consisting of our Supervising Principal, the music
teacher or teachers, and three members of the Board to meet with Mr.
Smith and the committee of the two Elementary Districts and the Central
High School if such action meets their approval.”

A letter from Nassau Superintendent Harry Gross reinforced this coordination.
The letter urged “the Board to give consideration to the proposal of Principal Udall that

all music programs be placed under Mr. Smith of the Central High School.”™*

38 District 24 Board Minute Books, October 21, 1953 at 299.

% Ibid., October 17, 1950 at 151.

* Ibid., March 20, 1951 at 179.
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District 24 and the other Valley Stream Boards studied the issue of “Merit Pay”
for teachers in the late 50’s under the “Career-Incentive Committee.” It was recorded in
1956 that “administrators are discussing potentialities and possibilities of merit pay rating
for teachers” and that “reports of which will be presented from time to time.”*! The issue
was discussed at meetings of the Joint Board of Education. The teachers union
“expressed opposition to any system of financial reward based upon personal and

intangible evaluation.” Eventually this project was abandoned.*

In the late fifties a study was conducted on “the Exceptional Child.”” After many
meetings the administration “reported for the Exceptional Child Committee that a class
would be established for children who would be affected and that monthly reports would

be given the Board.” This was beginning of the gifted program in the district.

Due to two budget defeats in 1958, cafeteria services at the three schools,
Brooklyn Avenue, Buck, and Franklin Avenue, were suspended. “Starting July 1, 1958 to
June 30, 1959 all personnel employed in said cafeteria [were] advised that their positions

have been abolished due to such closing.”**

1 Ibid., November 15, 1956 at 126. In September of 1957 Trustee Flick was appointed to the committee
studying merit pay.

2 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletter, October
1957, Vol. II, No.1 at 4 — February 1958, Vol. I No. 3 at 3.

3 District 24 Board Minute Books, December 15, 1966 at 89, February 16, 1959 at 95, April 19, 1956 at
103 and May 10, 1956 at 07.

“ Ibid., July 1, 1958 at 251.Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, July 3, 1958 at 1. See also Public
Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook, at 151.
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In 1958 there was a movement “to make school elections in all districts in Valley
Stream uniform.”® The school attorneys were directed to meet to work out these

“uniform voting procedures.”

In May of 1958 the Brooklyn Avenue School celebrated its 50" anniversary.*®

This golden anniversary actually lasted the entire school year with the outside of the
school lavishly decorated. The lost cornerstone story is particularly interesting.*’

In 1959 the Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Association was formed. Trustee Paul

Fromer of VSUFSD Thirteen was an active charter member:

The first written reference to a future Nassau-Suffolk School
Boards Association was made in Tax Relief Committee Chairman, Henry
E. Prew’s July 9, 1959 letter to board members: °‘...our committee
hopes...this fall to present...a practical proposal for an effective
permanent type of regional organization of Nassau and Suffolk school
boards within the framework of the New York State School Boards
Association.

Representatives of 30 Nassau and Suffolk school boards met on
October 1, 1959 to discuss formation of a regional organization of Long
Island school boards and unanimously approved a resolution to
‘...establish a Long Island Committee of School Board Members for the
purpose of forming at the earliest practicable date a regional organization
of the Nassau and Suffolk school boards to be known as the Long Island
School Boards Association, or by another similarly appropriate name.’
The belief was expressed that such an organization could beneficially
serve the mutual interests of the more than 120 school districts in the two
counties and would make possible an important exchange of information
and educational research.*®

 District 24 Board Minute Books, November 20, 1958 at 281.

% See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at
78, 86, 88, 92, 95 to 98, 102 to 115, 122 to 127.

*7 Ibid., District Twenty-Four Scrapbook at 118 and 119.

8 Nassau-Suffolk School-Board Association Newsline, August 2003 Vol. No. 68 at 1.
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Other events of note ...

Minutes
Discussion held for 4H Club running a summer recreation program ‘“‘consisting of
one day a week dealing with arts and crafts.” (April 17, 1950 at 123)
All bids on William L. Buck School rejected due to “exceeded appropriations.”
(September 7, 1950)
The appeal of a taxpayer to the election of trustees held on June 6, 1950 was
“denied in its entirety.” (August 24, 1950 at 143)
Motion passed, “that class room teachers be paid one hundred dollars bonus in a
lump sum as mandated by the State when same become law.” (April 5, 1951 at 181)
“Mr. Snyder stated that he had sent Mr. Carbonaro to Albany to attend a meeting
of the Civil Defense Authorities so that the school might know how the School
Defense plan would fit in with the State program.” (May 15, 1951 at 189)
“Mr. Collins spoke about bus transportation in the District but the opinion of the
Board was that they were opposed to giving Bus Service.” (June 19, 1951 at 191)
“The clerk was instructed to write School District 30 requesting them to arrange a
meeting of the committee which is to confer with District 24 in reference to the
two districts cooperating with a view to securing more school facilities in the
Central Ave. Dist.” (October 16, 1951 at 213)
New school committee authorized to meet with District 30 on November 27%.”
(November 20, 1951 at 218)

PTA encourages Board to hire a full-time psychologist on a yearly basis.
(December 18, 1951 at 219)

District 24 goes on record ‘“that the election of officers on the Central High
School Board be based on rotation method numerically Dist. 13, 24, and 30, same
to cover a year period.” (June 17, 1952 at 238)

“A letter from Mrs. Buckholtz, one from Mrs. Radler and one from Mrs. Zelon,
all requesting that the prayer which is being said at the opening of the school be
eliminated. These letters were ordered turned over to Mr. Snyder for him to make
the proper replies.” (October 21, 1952 at 251)

“It was regularly moved that Mr. Titschute be invited to attend the special
meeting on November 30™ to obtain from him more information as to the
organization of the Valley Stream Hospital.” (November 17, 1953 at 3)

“Mrs. Stahl explained in detail a new type of report card which is soon to be put
in practice in the near future.” (December 15, 1953 at 7)

On legal advice from the Board Attorney, the Rev. William F. Donahue’s petition
for school trustee is rejected. (April 27, 1954 at 29)

Check in the amount of $13,500 covering payment from the Central High School
for property sold to the High School was received. (October 21, 1954)

Board approves the polio injection program. (March 17, 1955 at 62)

Motion carried “that the matter of the installation telephone signal system set up
by the civilian defense be postponed for the present as we consider the cost too
high.” (April 25, 1955 at 65)
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Motion made to “give consideration to ‘Teacher Recognition Day’ and the clerk
was instructed to write a letter including the Administration and Faculty of the
schools.” (May 19, 1955 at 69)

Motion “that if Albany approves of the plan, the Board make use of certified and
uncertified teachers.” (April 23, 1956 at 105)

Optimum class size should not exceed 38. A teacher aide will be provided if it
exceeds this number. (June 26, 1956 at 112)

Motion carried “that there be no business transacted or discussed at the meeting
except items presented in the agenda, unless a majority vote of the Board so
desires.” (July 9, 1956 at 115)

Mr. Snyder spoke about what would happen in case of an alarm from the Civil
Defense. He stated that plans are all set up to meet this emergency.” (November 15,

1956 at 126)
“Board authorize the publication of a Newsletter to be decided upon and that

issues be sent out to the residents of the district three times a year, that is,
November, February and April.” (November 29, 1956 at 127)

“Mr. Collins spoke about erecting a bridge across from Harbor Road School to
South Side School.” (January 17, 1957 at 129)

Motion passed “that the Board consider moving area boundary lines to bring
children from the Harbor Road and William L. Buck Schools to the Brooklyn
Avenue School for the year 1957-58.” (March 21, 1957 at 135)

Motion passes, “that Board members shall not speak at meetings unless the matter
is referred to the Board. It was pointed out, however, that any Board member who
might speak at a Civic Association meeting would be expressing his own views
and could not speak for the Board of Education.” (March 2], 1957 at 136)

The PTA divides into individual school units. (Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald,
May 9, 1957 Vol. XXXIII No. 10 at 6)

Tuition for non-resident students for the school-year 9/57 to 6/58 is $200.00.
(September 19, 1957)

“William R. Collins re-appointed to recreation committee effective December 2,
1957, for a period of five years, conditional upon the approval of existing contract
between the Incorporated Village of Valley Stream and the Central High School
District.” (December 18, 1957 at 187)

Committee visits West Hartford, Connecticut “to interview professional
employees of the system in an effort to gain first-hand information on the
operation of their Career Incentive Program.” (February 20, 1958 at 202)

District Principal retires after twenty-six years of service. (Valley Stream Mail And
Gibson Herald March 6, 1958 Vol. XXXIII No. 3 at 1 & 16)

Motion passes “that the Brooklyn Avenue School Golden Anniversary Committee
be authorized to use the entire Brooklyn Avenue School building and grounds for
appropriate ceremonies and exhibits from 2:00 P.M. to the conclusion of the
program on Saturday, May 3, 1958. (May 3, 1958 at 215)

Motion carried “That the Board accept from the 50™ Anniversary Committee a
sign indicating ‘Brooklyn Avenue School’, same to be approved by Building
Committee and Mr. Kuhn.” (May 15, 1958 at 230)
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Policy approved on gifts to staff as developed by administration and Board
members. (May 21, 1958 at 231)

First School Psychologist hired. (June 19, 1958 at 243)

“School Board Adopts Austerity Budget.” (Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, July
3,1958 at 1 & 3)

During the 1957 Legislative Session a new law passed which makes it mandatory

that the term of office for School Board Trustee be five years. (See also Public
Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2, Volume XII District 24 Newsletter, February 1958 Vol.
I, No. 3 at 1)

“The disposition of dental equipment now idle in District #24 was discussed, it
was agreed Mr. Carbonaro would get an appraisal of the equipment and report to
Board at the March meeting.” (February 19, 1959 at 300)
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Joe Bernholz
Brooklyn Avenue School

50th Anniversary
1957

o
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