The Forties
1940-1949

The failure and liquidation of the Valley Stream Bank that was discussed in the

previous section finally came to closure on May 20, 1941 with the following resolution:

The following Resolution was moved, seconded and carried.
Whereas on April 13" 1933, Union Free School District No. 24, Town of
Hempstead, had deposited in the Bank of Valley Stream, Valley Stream
N.Y. funds of the school district amounting to $13,795.42 and

! District 24 Board Minute Books, September 17, 1940 at 186.

? Ibid., September 7, 1941 at 204.
* Ibid., January 20, 1942 at 209.

* Ibid., June 16, 1942 at 217.

3 Ibid., June 15, 1943 at 234.

® Ibid.,, October 25, 1944 at 255.



Whereas, on the 13™, day of April, 1933, said bank was closed by
proclamation of the President of the United States, and

Whereas, since that date the New York State Banking Department
liquidated the assets of the bank and,

Whereas, from said liquidation the said school district received
$4,526,12 as dividends and,

Whereas there is a balance of $9,269.30 remaining to the credit of
the school district on deposit with the said bank in liquidation, and,

Whereas these funds have been carried as an asset by the school
district but in reality they are not an asset because the liquidation is
completed to the best of our information.

Now it is regularly moved by Trustee William L. Buck, seconded
by Trustee Kilburn S. Arnold, and unanimously carried that this credit on
the books of the school district, in the amount of $9,269.30 be dropped
and it is further moved that the Treasurer and District Clerk be and are
hereby directed to write from the books of the school district the entry in
the amount of $9,269.30 being the balance of said funds in the Bank of
Valley Stream in liquidation after the payment of dividends, which said
funds have heretofore been carried as an asset.”

8 in the district and

The Mothers Club continued to run the two cafeterias
supported the dental clinic. Dr. DeGroot replaced long-time school dentist Dr. Cohen in

1945. In that same year a dental hygienist was also hired.

" District 24 Board Minute Books May 20, 1941 at 196-7.

8 Ibid., June 18, 1940 at 180 “Committee be appointed to confer with a committee from the Mothers Club
concerning the continuance of the Cafeteria in the Franklin [Avenue] School.” May 21, 1946 at 18 Letter
from Mothers Club thanking board for new stove was filed. October 15, 1946 at 25 Motion made and
carried “that the Clerk write a letter to the Mothers Club ordering them to stop the use of children from
working in the school cafeterias as this is a violation of the child labor laws.” August 19, 1947 at 46 “Letter
from Mrs. DeBeauchamp requesting a position in the Franklin [Avenue] School cafeteria. This letter was
turned over to the Mothers Club for them to consider and make their reply to Mrs. DeCauchamp.”



In 1947 “a committee from the Mothers Club addressed the Board concerning the
advisability of the Board taking over the running of the cafeteria but after some
discussion it was decided that the Board would apply for Federal Aid and the mothers
Club would continue to supervise the running of the cafeteria.”® This issue resurfaced two
months later when “a letter from the PTA'" of District 24 requesting the Board of
Education to take over the running of the school cafeteria” was read and the following

newspaper article and proposition were presented to the taxpayers:''

CAFETERIA VOTE SET IN DISTRICT

The high cost of food and consistent substantial meals given the
children have resulted in so great a loss to the organization they are no
longer able to meet the deficits resulting from the operation of this
department. The appropriation is so nominal, it is believed that there will
be very few dissenting votes especially in view of the fact that the
cafeterias have been of such great benefit to hundreds of pupils attending
both schools.'?

The vote on the following proposition was 118 in the affirmative and 6 in the
negative. From this moment on, the cafeteria was a district-administered service. As such
$200.00 for “provision of lunches” was placed in the 1948 budget."

Shall the Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 24,

Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York be authorized to expend
the sum of Two Thousand Three Hundred Seventy Four Dollars for the

? Ibid., April 19, 1947 at 46.

19 District 24 Board Minute Books, October 21, 1947 at 48. The PTA took over the running of the cafeteria
from the Mothers Club. The earliest reference to PTA was in the May 21, 1934 minutes.

Y Ibid., October 21, 1947 at 48.

2 yalley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, November 20, 1947 at 1.

13 District Twenty-Four minute books, March 23, 1948 at 59.




operation by the district of a cafeteria in the Franklin Ave. School and of a
cafeteria in the Brooklyn Ave. School for the pupils of the said district, for
the period commencing Nov. 3™ 1947 and ending June 30™ 1948 and to
raise the said sum of Two Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars
for such purpose by the tax upon the taxable property of the district to be
collected in one sum as provided by law."

In 1941 the Board voted to include its employees in the New York Retirement
System.

Resolution Resolved That Union Free School District #24 of the
Town of Hempstead of Valley Stream and State of New York approve of
the inclusion of the Officers and Employees of the Union Free School
District #24 of Town of Hempstead in New York State Employees
Retirement System, which system is provided for by Chapter 741 of the
Laws of 1920 as amended being Article 4 of the Civil Service Law and
which inclusion together with conditions of same, is provided for by
Chapter 591 of the Laws of 1922 as amended by Chapter 708 of the Laws
of 1923, being Article 5 of the Civil Service Law with full-time service
allowance as provided in Chapter 140 of the Laws of 1930 and any
amendments subsequent to 1930 to said Law. The number voting on the
resolution Ayes Seven, Noes None. "

Following is the salary list for the school year 1941-42'¢

Brooklyn Avenue School Special Teachers
Florence Dibble $2146.00 Louis Zeigler 1400.00
Kate Krom 2200.00 W. Tom Ward 2550.00
Lillian Milne 1600.00 Mary Gear 1600.00
Emily Moffat 1600.00 Martha Fink 1850.00
Dorothy Murphy 1600.00 Sara Laing 2500.00
Miriam Picon 2053.00
Virginia Prime 1750.00 Nurse
Eleanor Palmer 2100.00 Edna Buck $1850.00
Lois Ward 1740.00
Marjorie Wilson 1475.00 Clerks
Selma Wulpern 1500.00 Evelyn Lewis 1000.00
Dorothy Cambell 1300.00 Doris Pick 750.00

Franklin Avenue School Principal

Dudley Snyder 4000.00

% Ibid., November 25, 1947 at 51.
 Ibid., July 15, 1941 at 199.

1% Ibid., August 12, 1941 at 202.



Eilleen Aisenbrey 1425.00

Beatrice Bassett 2200.00 Custodians

Gertrude Brown 1625.00 Alfred Ehlinger 2560.00

Jean English 1875.00 William Rankin 1875.00

Helen Endicott 1800.00 William Kerwin 1950.00

Dorothy Fennel 2150.00 Dora Becht 750.00

Bessie Mudge 1810.00

Flora Setterberg 2053.00 William Bogue, Dist Tr.  550.00

Grace Tollhurst 1300.00 James F. Traver, Dis. Clk. 820.00
Lyman D. Hall, Att. 350.00”

By March 4, 1946 a salary schedule was approved after consultation with the
Joint Valley Stream Boards of Education.!” The new tenure law'® was also discussed at

this meeting.

“Teachers Salary Schedule

Salary to be Less than four Bachelors degree Masters Degree
Paid in years years training or equivalent or equivalent
1 $1700.00 $1800.00 $1900.00
2 $1800.00 $1900.00 $2000.00
3 $1900.00 $2050.00 $2150.00
4 $2000.00 $2200.00 $2300.00
5 $2100.00 $2350.00 $2450.00
6 $2200.00 $2500.00 $2600.00
7 $2300.00 $2600.00 $2700.00
8 $2400.00 $2700.00 $2800.00
9 $2500.00 $2800.00 $2900.00
10 $2600.00 $2900.00 $3000.00
11 $2700.00 $3000.00 $3100.00
12 $3100.00 $3200.00
13 $3300.00

Effective July 1% 1946
Directions for Administrating Salary Schedule
1. A maximum of three years credit will be allowed by the Board of
Education for acceptable teaching experience in other schools.
2. No increment will be granted by the Board of Education to any teacher
whose work is not deemed satisfactory by the Board.

17 Ibid., March 4, 1946.

18 Ibid.., May 15, 1945 at 270. Nassau Superintendent Gross explains the new tenure law - (Chapter 833 of
the Laws of 1945 creates teacher tenure).



3. Special teachers such as Art, Nurse, Music, Physical Education & etc.
have their place on the salary schedule determined by order of the Board
of Education.
4. Teachers moving from one bracket to another will fall in the correct
bracket representing service and training.
5. Teachers rate of pay for the school year 1946-47 will be determined by
the Board of Education in accordance with the following:

All teachers are to reach the schedule in two years,
The salary for the next two years 1946-47 and 1947-48 will be determined
by adding one half of the amount behind schedule plus the appropriate
increment for each year to the present salary.
6. In moving from one bracket to another, 32 points of credit shall be
considered as a year’s work.
7. Courses taken for credit towards an advance standing or towards
moving from one degree of training to another will not be accepted unless,
before taking the course, the teacher has received the approval of the
Principal.



The construction of a third school in the district was delayed through the 40’s due
to the economic depression and World War II. The use and management of the “Stark”
and “Augustine/Horton Avenue” properties consumed much of the Board’s attention at
this time. In the beginning of the decade efforts were expended to sell these properties."’
They were renewed in 1946.%° This did not materialize so the board rented the Augustine

Farm to its former owner in 1942.>! The house on the property was demolished in 1940.2

With the advent of World War II the two properties were initially turned over to
the Incorporated “Village authorities to be used as Victory Gardens.? This was rescinded
and a committee was formed to manage these Victory Gardens. Rents were charged and
in 1945 a motion carried “that any discharged Veterans of World War Two be allowed

one of these plots free.”®* The properties were used as Victory Gardens until 1948. The

¥ Ibid., August 20, 1940 at 185. “Mr. Sunder for the Stark property Committee reported that he had a letter
negotiating for the sale of the Augustine and Stark property. The Committee was instructed to look into the
matter and report later to the Board.”

2 Ibid., December 18, 1945 at 8. Motion passed to put “Augustine property with local Real Estate Brokers”
January 15, 1946 at 9 - “Mr. Hill reports that he had placed the Stark & Augustine property in the hands of
brokers for bids.” February 19, 1946 at 10 - “Mr. Hill reported that the Augustine property had been placed
on sale but as yet no satisfactory offers had been received.”

2 Ihid., March 17, 1942 at 211.

2 Ibid.,, October 15, 1940 at 187. The lowest bid was $100.00. November 19, 1940 at 188. “Mr. Sunder
reported that the Augustine Committee had completed the demolition of the house on that property.”

3 Ibid., March 16, 1943 at 229.

24 Ibid., June 19, 1945 at 273; May 18, 1943 at 233 “Stark property report that all Victory Gardens lots but
three or four had been taken.” June 15, 1943 at 234 “Victory Gardens Com. stated that all plots had been
taken and things were progressing nicely.” December 14, 1943 at 242 - “Letter from Yorkshire Civic
Assoc. thanking Board for the use of the Horton property last summer which was used as Victory Garden.”
And January 25, 1944 at 244 - “Recommendation of the Victory Garden Committee be accepted and the
committee sent out a letter to all those people who are interested in obtaining space for a Victory Garden.”



only negative occurred in 1948 when “Mr. Hill reported that people were stealing

vegetables from the gardens at the property.”*’

During these war years the district was affected as all districts were in many
ways. The Board commended the faculty “for the excellent service they performed during
the rationing of sugar and gas.”*® The board noted the Nassau Superintendent letter that
recommended cooperation “with a movement for enrollment by the Women’s Defense
Group in Nassau County.”*’ The district secured first aid supplies and all teachers were
exposed to “a Red Cross first aid class.”?® The district “installed the payroll War Saving
Bond Plan of the Federal Government among teachers and employees.”*® This “practice
of making deductions from teachers’ salaries for payment of Bonds” continued until

1945.%°

For many years there was a military field piece on the grounds of one of the
districts schools. Through the years there were a few requests to remove this piece as

children were apt to play on it and there was a tendency for some children to get hurt.>' In

% Ibid., July 20, 1948 at 66, May 17, 1949 at 83 - “The Board was notified that Mr. Becker was breeding
dogs at the Augustine property after which a motion was made by Mr. Collins, sec., by Mr. Hill, and
carried that the Clerk write a letter to Mr. Becker that this breeding of dogs on the school property must
cease.”

? Ibid., May 19, 1942 at 216.

2 Ibid., April 15, 1941 at 195.

% Ibid., December 16, 1941 at 208.
® Ibid., August 18, 1942.

% Ibid., June 19, 1945 at 273,

3! District 24 Minute Books., June 16, 1927.




September of 1941 the Veterans of Foreign Wars “offered to remove the piece on the

Brooklyn Avenue School grounds should the Board so desire.”*

A year later “after some discussion it was decided to write to the V.F.W. and the
Fatscher Post asking them if it would meet with their approval if the School Board were
to dispose of this field piece.””® In January of 1943 the Board passed a resolution
“granting their permission to turn in the field piece to the scrap drive” after the V.F.W.
approved and Captain Bullock at Fort Tottan visited Valley Stream “to look at the field

234

piece.””” Thus, the old Brooklyn Avenue cannon managed to see use in World War II.

The debate over employment and salary of married verses non-married teachers is
seen throughout the minutes. “Whether men and women should receive equal pay and
whether women should be allowed to teach after getting married were both hotly debated
questions.” There are numerous instances where single teachers resigned due to the fact

that they would be getting married.*® In 1941 “A motion was made by Mr. Buck,

32 1bid., September 16, 1941 at 204 - “Clerk was instructed to write them that the Board did not wish the
cannon removed.” See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-
Four Scrapbook at 240.

3 Ibid., October 20, 1942 at 224. This came about due to “a letter from Cap. A. J. Bullock in reference to
disposing of the field piece which is on the Brooklyn Avenue School grounds.”

** Ibid., November 17, 1942 at 225; December 18, 1942 at 226 and January 19, 1943 at 227.

3% A History of the New York State School Boards Association - United for Children NYS School Board
Association, Inc. 1119 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York 12210, Copyright 1999 at 6. For the
debate in School District 13 see Volume I Chapter Two pages 7 & 8.

3 District 24 Minute Books, September 17, 1934 at 77 “Mr. Gardner advised the Board that Miss
Bushweiller intended to be married and requested the Board to relieve her of her contract.” December 17,
1940 “Miss Jeanette Everson had requested that the Board cancel her contract as of Dec. 20™ 1940 as she
was leaving to get married.”




seconded by Mr. Arnold and carried, that this Board notify the single teachers now

employed that should they become married their contract may not be renewed.”’

In the last two years of the decade planning was begun for building on the Horton
Avenue property and purchasing land for a school in the south of the district. In October
of 1948 the Board started discussion and implementation of a comprehensive school
survey. “The survey is to thoroughly cover the educational needs of the district together
with a comparable building program for the same extending over a ten-to fifteen-year
period.”38 The other two elementary districts were called in to participate but they
declined.

After some discussion on the subject of having a survey of all the

districts, it was decided by consensus of opinion that Dist. 13 and Dist. 30

feel that at the present time they do not feel the need of a school survey

and therefore would not care to consider a general school survey for their
schools.”

The October 1949 Board Meeting was set aside “for the purpose of discussing a
building survey of School Dist. 24 with a view to finding out if possible just what the
building requirements would be over a period of the next five years.”*" In December the
Stark property was sold and the Board was poised for educational expansion in the fifties.

The local newspaper headlines in 1951 proclaimed:

37 Ibid., April 4, 1941 at 193.

38 Ibid., October 28, 1948 at 71. Dr. Paul R. Mort of Teachers College Columbia University was called in to
help with the survey.

% Ibid., January 10, 1949 at 74.

0 Ibid., October 4, 1949 at 97.
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“SURVEY SHOWS NEED FOR ADDED SCHOOL
The survey showed that by 1953 there will be 1,348 children enrolled.*!

The minutes contain the following enrollment and attendance figures for the decade:

Minute Dates
January 16, 1940
February 20, 1940
March 19, 1940
May 21, 1940

June 18, 1940
October 15, 1940
December 17, 1940
September 16, 1941
December 16, 1941
April 21, 1942
August 18, 1942
October 20, 1942
February 16, 1943
May 18, 1943

June 15, 1943
October 19, 1943
November 15, 1943
January 18, 1944
February 15, 1944
March 21, 1944
May 16, 1944
September 18, 1945
April 15, 1946
September 17, 1946
October 15, 1946
November 19, 1946
February 18, 1947
April 15, 1947
May 20, 1947
September 15, 1947
January 20, 1948

Enrollment

Brooklyn Ave., 408; Franklin Ave., 236 - attendance
616 — attendance

619 — attendance

618 — attendance

624 - attendance

599 — attendance

Brooklyn Ave., 361; Franklin Ave., 244 — enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 348; Franklin Ave., 238 — attendance
Brooklyn Ave., 337; Franklin Ave., 249 — attendance
Brooklyn Ave., 344; Franklin Ave., 249 - enrollment

Brooklyn Ave., 320; Franklin Ave., 320; 240 — enrollment

558 — enrollment

Brooklyn Ave. 317; Franklin Ave. 240 — enrollment
565 — enrollment

564 — enrollment

544 — enrollment

Brooklyn Ave., 287; Franklin Ave., 257 —attendance
Brooklyn Ave., 299; Franklin Ave., 256 —attendance
Brooklyn Ave., 295; Franklin Ave., 252 — attendance
546 — enrollment

Brooklyn Ave., 297; Franklin Ave., 244 — attendance
Brooklyn Ave., 356; Franklin Ave., 206 — enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 371; Franklin Ave., 216 — enrollment
Brooklyn Ave. 385; Franklin Ave., 240 — registration
632 — enrollment

649 — enrollment

637 — enrollment

633 — attendance

633 — attendance

674 — attendance

688 — attendance

April 20, 1948
May 18, 1948

Sept. 21,1948
October 19, 1948
November 16, 1948
February 18, 1949
March 15, 1949
April 13, 1949
May 17, 1949
September 20, 1949

680 — enrollment
691 — enrollment

Brooklyn Ave., 480; Franklin Ave., 232-enrollment as of 9/21/43

Brooklyn Ave., 485; Franklin Ave., 242 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 484; Franklin Ave., 242 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 483; Franklin Ave., 246 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 486; Franklin Ave., 238 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 483; Franklin Ave., 233 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 485; Franklin Ave., 234 - enrollment
Brooklyn Ave., 490; Franklin Ave., 280

Other events of note ...

4! valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, November 1, 1951 Vol. XXV, No. 40 at 1.
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Minutes
“Committee on reorganization reported through Mr. Buck that they had held a
meeting at which the advisability of retaining the seventh grade in Dist. 24
was fully discussed. The committee recommended that owing to the fact that
things in general were at the present time so uncertain, also bearing in mind
the abolition of mid-term promotion, that this matter be dropped for the
present. (January 16, 1940 at 173)
Standing of class sent to high school on September 1, 1939 “showed that
eighty-five per cent of this class had passed.” (February 20, 1940 at 174)
“A representative from the Mills Miller Corp. presented a proposition to the
Board concerning the leasing of the Horton Ave. property for a period of two
years for the purpose of a golf drive. This matter was fully discussed but no
action taken.” (March 19, 1940 at 175)
Board reaffirmed that schools cannot be used on Sundays. (November 19, 1940 at

188)

“Letter from State Education Dept. in reference to employing a female athletic
instructor.” (December 17, 1940 at 189)

“A letter from the School Board Assoc. calling the attention of the Board of
Education Law Article 18 in reference to Transportation. The Board instructed
the clerk to reply to this by returning a card on which they specified going on
record as favoring amending Section 505 paragraph 1 & 2 of the Education
law to make permissive transportation to non-public school.” (February 18, 1941

at 191)

Motion carried “that the curricular committee of the High School be given
power by this Board to investigate all subject matter, music and physical
education in Dist. 24 grade schools and to make recommendations for a
unified study in all these subjects including music and physical education.”
(March 1, 1941 at 192)

“At this time a motion was made by Mr. Arold sec. by Mr. Dyrsen and
carried, that the principals, clerks be appointed at the will of the Board and
that they be notified that if they do not reside in the school district their
services may be terminated.” (July 15, 1941 at 200)

Board votes for no smoking at school. (September 7. 1941 at 204)

“Private telephone line between schools installed.” (December 16, 1941 at 208)
“Owing to the fact that the county police have been withdrawn from the
school crossing during the present crisis, have Mr. Ehlinger, Mr. Kerwin and
Mr. Snyder be designated to act as special police for the duration.” (March 17
1942 at 211)

Motion to have janitors as school crossing guards rescinded. (April 21, 1942 at

214)

Two letters from District Superintendent. One “relative to teachers who are
called to military service.” The other “relative to evacuation of school children
in the event of an air raid.” (June 16, 1942 at 217)

Holy Name of Mary Catholic School requests “health and welfare services”
as mandated under new education law. (July 21, 1942)

12



Special meeting called to discuss changing from oil to coal at the Brooklyn
Avenue School. (January 8, 1943 at 227)

“At this time two coast guard officers appeared before the Board and
requested the use of the Franklin School in order to help start a Coast Guard
Unit in Valley Stream.” (January 18, 1944 at 243)

“Resolution, that the Union Free School Dist. 24 of the Town of Hempstead
provide Workmen’s Compensation for the members of the Board of Education
of said Dist.” (February 15, 1944 at 244)

Chapter 833 of the Laws of 1945 creates teacher tenure. (June 5, 1945 at 271)
“Public Relations Comm. The chairman requested this comm. to meet with
Mr. Snyder and work out some plan whereby the taxpayers might be informed
on school matters.” (September 18, 1945 at 4)

“Mr. Snyder reported that about 25 people [teachers] were X-rayed.” (February

19, 1946 at 10)
“The clerk was instructed to send telegrams to Senator Robert Wagner,

Senator James Mead, Congressman Leonard Hall and President Truman to
support legislation authorizing expenditure of Federal Funds to assist local
school districts in necessary school building projects to provide adequate
facilities for public education.” (February 19, 1946 at 10)

“Robert Carbonaro engaged as Physical Education teacher for the coming year
at a salary of $2,400.00” (August 20, 1946 at 23)

“On the question of forming a medical clinic” carried and “That the medical
committee be empowered to proceed with diphtheria inoculations and that the
district be properly protected with insurance coverage.” (October 15, 1946 at 25)
“Civil air patrol” uses Franklin Avenue School. (November 19, 1946 at 26)
Substitute teachers pay starting January 1, 1947 was set at nine dollars a day.
(December 17, 1946 at 31)

Board authorizes the Mothers Club to run the cafeteria for another year.
(February 18, 1947 at 33)

“The clerk was instructed to write a letter to the County Board of Health
requesting the County to set up a clinic for the immunization of the school
children in Dist. 24 from the small pox scare which is present at this time.”
(April 15, 1947 at 37)

Motion passed to pay the school doctor a flat rate for the year instead of $1.00
per pupil. (September 15, 1947)

“Board accepts the offer of Radio Station W.H.L.L. to broadcast the days on
which there will not be any school owing to storms, etc.” (January 20, 1948 at 53)
Village uses Stark property for parking. (March 16, 1948 at 56)

Non-resident tuition increased to $150.00 per year. (September 21, 1948 at 70)
Motion carried “that the Board go on record that Dist. 24 opposes the Division
of School Dist. 13 with a recommendation that the school attorney be
instructed to join in an appeal that Dist. 13 takes in the matter.” (November 16
1948 at 72)

“A petition was received by the Board requesting bus service for a part of the
District.” (June 21, 1949 at 87)

13



“Motion made and carried that Mr. Tschulte, representing the new hospital
drive, be allowed to use the Franklin [Avenue] School on Tuesdays and
Thursdays for rehearsals for a show to be given for the benefit of the
hospital.” (November 1, 1949 at 99)

Motion to send letter “to the Central High School Board requesting them to
reconsider their proposition concerning the building program for a Junior
High School.” (December 29, 1949 at 105)

14
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