The Thirties
1930-1939

The decade of the thirties saw a worldwide depression. These economic hard
times curtailed and restrained the district in many ways, not the least being the difficulty
of building a new school due to the overcrowding conditions in both the Brooklyn
Avenue and Franklin Avenue Schools. Land was purchased on Horton Avenue for
$62,500 on January 26, 1931 for the future William L. Buck School, but repeated efforts
to construct the school building failed during this decade.” See Chapter Three on, Land

Purchase and Buildings, for details.

The district responded in many ways to the economic downturn.® As early as 1930
“the nurse requested that something be done to supply glasses for children who were
unable to pay for them, after which [Trustee] Mr. Buck stated that the Lions Club would

gladly furnish glasses to any child who could not afford to pay for them.™

! District 24 Board Minute Books, February 20, 1933 at 44.

2 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 31. It
took until March 8, 1950 until the voters approved the construction of a new school building on the Horton
Avenue (Augustine farm) site.

3 Ibid., Volume I District Thirteen History, Chapter Two for the efforts taken in District Thirteen to
alleviate the effects of the depression.

* District 24 Board Minute Books, July 15, 1930.




“[Principal] Gardner requested the use of the Franklin [Avenue] School Auditorium on
the evening of January 15 [1931] as the faculty was to put on an entertainment on that
date for the benefit of the unemployed. Mr. Gardner also stated that the teachers had

volunteered a part of their salaries to the welfare committee.”

The board received a letter in 1932 requesting a sum of money be given to the
Mothers Club “to buy lunches for some of the pupils who were not in a position to pay

for their lunch.”®

“A delegation from the Mothers Club headed by Mrs. Essig called on the Board at
this time [1933] in reference to the free work which is being done by the dentist, they
wished to know if it was the desire of the Board for them to continue this Work. The
Board advised them to continue with this wc;rk wherever the child could not pay, also that
such children who were not in a position to pay that these children be treated the same as

those who did paly.”7

A motion “that Paul Holler be given the job of taking the school census at the
salary of $250.00 Motion carried. Mr. Gensch did not vote on the last named proposition
because in his opinion this job should be given to one of the unemployed who is in dire

need of the money.”

* Ibid., December 21, 1931.
® Ibid., November 21, 1932, at 32. The board replied that the money was not in the budget.
7 Ibid., February 20, 1933 at 43.

8 Ibid., July 17, 1933 at 53.



At this time there was a parochial attitude toward employment. For the first time
in the board minutes, discussion focused on local employment. In 1931 Trustee Tinsdall
stated:

Further, that if one contractor given the job he would like to have
first that all craftsman in the district be given first opportunity to
work on the job, secondly, that all craftsmen in the county be given

a chance and thirdly, all craftsman in the State. There was
considerable discussion on this but no action taken.’

In 1932 the Board passed a resolution that “all articles that could be purchased
locally should be so pulrchased.”10 This was coupled with a ten per cent salary reduction
of the Clerk, Treasurer and Truant Officer.!' In 1933 all the teachers were rehired “at
same salary less percentage agreed upon at the meeting of the combined school

Boards.”!?

In the middle of this economic depression a dispute erupted between the district
principal, Joseph Gardner, and a board member concerning a summer camp. Mr. Gardner

was dismissed by a split board vote.”> This created a firestorm with the Mothers Club

% Ibid., March 12, 1931.

1 Ibid., September 26, 1932. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, July 24, 1931 Vol. VI, No. 39 at 1
-“School consider collective buying.” The May 20, 1935 minutes inform the other Valley Stream districts
that “we would secure our own bids for supplies” in the 1935-36 school year.

" Ibid., July 5, 1932 at 26. The Janitor’s salary was reduced by $100.00.
"2 Ibid., February 27, 1933 at 45.

13 See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 38.




and other personnel coming to Gardner’s aid. The district principal was eventually

rehired.'* Mr. Gardner finally maintained his position from 1929 to 1938.

The Valley Stream Bank failed in 1933. The Board filed “a preference claim in
conjunction with the claim already filed with the Bank of Valley Stream same to be made
in legal form and signed by the Treasurer and attended to before the thirteenth of June
1933.”"° Unfortunately “Attorney Hall reported that he had attended the session of the
Supreme Court case re: Valley Stream bank in liquidation, in reference to the district
claim of preference and that Justice Steinbrick ruled that the claim could not be
allowed.”'® The taxpayers finally voted on May 1, 1934 to contribute one percent to the

depositors committee.'’

The Mothers Club of the district helped institute two very important services to
the students during the 1930’s — cafeteria service and a dental clinic. The cafeteria service
was briefly touched on in the last section. It expanded and flourished in the decade of the
thirties. In 1930 the trustees inquired of their attorney “just what the liability of the Board

is regarding the operation of the cafeteria.”'® A deficit was reported in 1929 but in 1930

1 Ibid., at 38, 39 & 42. Page 42 has a photo of Joseph R. Gardner.

15 District 24 Board Minute Books, June 19, 1933 p. at 1. Also see May 15, 1933 at 49 and June 1, 1933 at
50.

18 Ibid., January 15, 1934 at 61.
Y 1bid., May 1, 1934, The vote was 118 affirmative to 13 negative.

'8 Ibid., Tuly 15, 1930.



“all bills were paid and things were progressing nicely.”" A steam table was ordered for

the Brooklyn Avenue School in 1931° and one for the Franklin Avenue School in

19352

The dental clinic officially started in the summer of 1931. The initial investment
was $750.00.22 It was the brainchild of the Mothers Club and worked harmoniously with
the newly formed “board dental clinic committee.”> Initially the Mothers Club assumed
the obligation of paying the dentist, Dr. Cohen, for his services.”* In 1932 $250.00 was
“placed in the budget to cover the cost of maintaining the Dental Clinic.”® This Clinic
functioned during the decade with much success and appreciation. It continued even after
the board was instructed to discontinue the service. It seems they ignored the State
Education Department in this respect:

A letter from the Department of Education in Albany in reference
to the dentist wherein they advised that they considered that the Dist. was

1 Ibid., October 20, 1930.
2 Ibid., November 30, 1931 at 6 The cost was $150.00.

2! Ibid., March 25, 1935 at 84-85.

2 Ibid., July 20, 1931 and August 24, 1931. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald August 21, 1931 Vol.
VI, No. 43 at 1 — “Clinic in Dist. 24 To Be Installed in Near Future.”

2 Ibid., January 19, 1931. The Mothers Club first proposed the Clinic in January and the board stated that
there was no money in the budget at the time. The Board went on to state, “if it was decided to go ahead
with it that the movement would include all the schools in Valley Stream.”

2% Ibid., October 19, 1930 at 1.

25 Ibid., March 25, 1932 at 17 August 3, 1932 at 29. This special meeting was called to “engage a dentist to
take charge of the dental clinic for the coming year.” Dr. Cohen was selected and signed a contract to that

effect.



practicing dentistry in the school and as this is not according to law that
same should not be allowed.

In 1936 there was a lengthy discussion on the proper method of manuscript
writing in the district. The minutes do not state the conclusions made by the board. In this
debate the Nassau Superintendent and State Education Department were utilized to obtain
information on the subject:

There was a general discussion regarding manuscript writing being

taught in the schools. The Clerk was instructed to write the District Supt.

as follows: How many schools in Nassau County are using it, how many

are teaching it, how many report favorably on it, up to what grades are

they teaching it, and how many schools in the State are using it, [and] have

any of them rejected it and if so, how many?*’

Letter from the Dist. Supt relative in reference to manuscript

writing. The Clerk was instructed to write the State Dept. at Albany for
information [same questions asked] concerning same.”®

Boards of Education handle many frustrating personne]l issues. Two were
documented during the forties. A special meeting to hire a nurse, Miss Roberson, finally
carried after much discussion. “She claimed she was not getting a square deal & she
thought the faculty was against her.”®® A more serious conflict existed between Principal
Gardner and Tom Ward the “Physical Director” of the high school. The Board on several

occasions tried to mediate the problem to no success. There was even a motion that failed

% Ibid., February 15, 1938 at 140. The May 19, 1936 at 108 minutes state, “The Board granted Mr. Gardner
the privilege of employing a Miss Roushton who is a2 W.P.A. [work progress administration] worker. This
is to be no expense to the Dentist.”

27 Ibid., December 15, 1936 at 118,

% Ibid., January 19, 1937 at 118.

? Ibid., May 22, 1931.



to discuss the conflict at a combined School Board Meeting of all Valley Stream.*® The
board became so frustrated they declined to renew the principal’s contract in February of
1933.>! A month later they recanted after a delegation of taxpayers appeared before the

board with a petition in support of Gardner.*

The minutes contain the following enrollment figures for the decade:

Minute Dates Enrollment

September 18, 1933 Franklin School = 284 pupils; Brooklyn Avenue School = 569
November 19, 1934 p. 80 “888 pupils attending the schools.”

March 16, 1938 p. 141 “802 pupils enrolled”

October 18, 1938 p. 155 790 pupils

November 15, 1938 p. 156 785 pupils

December 20, 1938 p. 157 780 pupils

February 21, 1939 p. 159 775 pupils

March 21, 1939 p. 160 775 pupils

April 18,1939 p. 163 778 pupils

June 20, 1939 p. 165 785 school population

October 17, 1939 p. 170 639 enrollment

November 21, 1939 p. 171 Brooklyn Avenue School, 405; Franklin Avenue School, 231

Other events of note ...

Minutes

e Motion passed “to secure a music teacher at a salary of two thousand dollars a
year, this amount to be placed in the budget.” (February 27, 1930)

e “The Clerk had previous to the meeting been instructed by the President to write
to the Manager of Curtiss Field in Valley Stream in reference to planes flying so
low while passing over Franklin [Avenue] School.” (March 18, 1930)

e Trustee Buck instructed to discuss with other Valley Stream districts the school
being listed in the phone book under the heading “Valley Stream.”(April 15, 1930)

% Ibid., January 16, 1933.

31 Ibid., February 20, 1933 at 44. The vote was 4 to 3. Trustees Buck, Dysen, O’Brien and Erret voted to
have the teachers committee notify Mr. Gardner that his contract was not renewed. Gensch, Buckley and
Muller voted to keep the principal.

32 Ibid., February 27, 1933 at 45. The vote was unanimous.




Board decided not to have the four properties appraised. (May 23, 1930)

“There was considerable discussion on the maintenance of a kindergarten
department in the school.” Motion made to contact Nassau Superintendent
Mepham and “ascertain just what our status was in regard to this matter.” (July 15,
1930)

“Regular monthly meeting occur on the Third Monday of each month to take
effect at October meeting.” (September 16, 1930)

“A letter from the Medical Society of the County of Nassau stressing the need of
more hospital facilities for the County, and requesting the Board to go on record
as favoring the plan.” Motion made endorsing the plan and information given to
the Nassau Daily Review newspaper, as they were present. (October 20, 1930)

Letter received from Nassau Superintendent stating that the fiscal year is now
from July 1* to June 30™ of each year instead of August 1% to July 31%. (May 18,
1931)

Educational meetings of Board changed to second Tuesday of each month.
(December 19, 1932 at 39)

“The question of having the school children take part or rather march in the
Memorial Day parade was discussed after which a motion was made by Mr.
Buck, seconded by Mr. O’Brien that the Board go on record as favoring that
children go in the parade voluntarily, if they so desired, but if Mr. Gardner
thought it advisable, to keep the smaller children out of the line.” Motion carried.
(March 15, 1933 at 49)

Prohibition ends. The 18™ Amendment to the Constitution is repealed. (December 5,
1933)

“A letter from the Associated School Boards of the State of New York in
reference to the tax act for Nassau County whereby taxes might be collected twice
a year, namely April 1% and October 1% of each year.” (February 19, 1934 at 64)
Governor Letham approves Latham Bill which changes date of collection of
school taxes to October 1% and April 1°" (April 14, 1934)

“The newly, formed baseball league be allowed to use the Franklin Ave. school
grounds as their home grounds on Saturday afternoons during baseball season.
After some discussion by the members of the Board, the request of Mr. Welch
was granted, the Clerk to notify him to this effect.” (April 16, 1934 at 67)

“A letter from Mr. Mepham calling attention of the Board that according to a new
law the organization meeting should be held on the first Tuesday of July unless
that is a holiday in which case same should be held on first Wednesday of July.”
(May 21, 1934 at 69)

Nassau District Superintendent mandates the reorganization meeting of the Board
of Education be held on the first Tuesday in July. (May 22, 1934)

“A letter from E. J. Sutphin quoting a price of Fifty Dollars to repair the bell
tower at Brooklyn school.” (September 17, 1934 at 77)

“Mr. Gardner informed the Board that all the faculty would be required to take an
oath of allegiance and the chair appointed Mr. Buck to attend to this matter.”
(September 17, 1934 at 77)

“Regular meeting nights of the Board be changed to the second Tuesday of each
. month, same to be effective at once.” (May 20, 1935 at 89)



“At this time a motion was made by Mr. Errett, sec. by Mr. Buck, and carried that
the teachers be paid on the 15" and 30™ of each month or twenty payments each
year.” (July 16, 1935 at 91)

“New law requires that safety education be in the schools.” (July 16, 1937 at 130)
“Recent Court decision of the State of New York which held that employees of
school districts are subject to the regulations of the State Civil Service
Commission of the State of New York.” (January 17, 1939 at 158)

Hitler invades Poland. World War II starts — September 1, 1939.

In the late 1930’s a group of local merchants formed the Valley Stream
Businessmen’s Association. (Valley Stream Maileader, September 6, 1979. Vol. 56, No. 36
at 11)
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