The Twenties
1920-1929

Valley Stream School District 24 can be proud of the fact that it was instrumental

in the creation of the Valley Stream Central High School District. High school work

progressed from the Brooklyn Avenue School in District 24 (1914 to 1925) to the “old

! Central Blue and Gold Yearbook, 1927 at 12. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2,
Volume VIII District Twenty-Four History at 1 Volume II District Thirteen Scrapbook

? District 24 Board Minute Books, August 14, 1914 at 253. See also Public Education in Valley Stream,
supra note 2, Volume I, Chapter Three at 1 & 2.




wooden building” in District 13 (1925 to 1929) to the new Central High School in 1929.°

This is fully documented in Volume XXII.

Two projects that dominated the decade of the twenties for District 24 were the
building of a second school in the district on Franklin Avenue and the seeding of land to
form the new Valley Stream Union Free School District No. 30. See Chapter Four for the

former and Chapter Three for the latter.

In 1924 the voters of the district added land to the Brooklyn Avenue School site
and with a further resolution built the Franklin Avenue School that was re-named the
William Donahue School in 1972. The land for the new school contained buildings,
which were sold “at public auction to the highest bidder on the 8™ day of October 19247
The minutes go on to state “that the sale will take place on the premises. Each dwelling
will be sold separately. Each garage will be sold separately. The purchaser will be
allowed to take possession of the building on November 1*" and the buildings must be

removed from the premises on or before November 10"

FRANKLIN AVENUE SCHOOL
Just seven months after acquiring the land the board of trustees “RESOLVED,

that the new school on Franklin Avenue be and is hereby designated ‘FRANKLIN

3 Valley Stream Historical Society, Oral Tape program - January 11, 1989 - Henry Joseph Vielbig at 60.
He states that high school work was in two rooms at District 24 in the old Board Room.

4 Gee also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII District Twenty-Four History,
Chapter Four at. 5 and 6.

5 District No. 24 Board Minute Books, September 26, 1924. The December 5, 1924 minutes state that, “The
houses were the district collected rent were placed with a real estate agent.”




SCHOOL OF VALLEY STREAM’”° After a lively discussion the dedication of the new
building was set for December 9, 1925.7 1t was also unanimously, “resolved that at the
dedication exercises of the new school, speakers representing organizations be required to
refrain from making any reference to their organization, its objects, etc., other than the
name thereof.”® The following dedication donations are recorded:
e Justice Council, Daughters of Liberty” offered to present flag to
new Franklin [Avenue] School. Resolution spread across the minutes.’

e Valley Stream Council No. 41, Jr. O.U.A.M. to present to Franklin
School a flag pole.'®

e Valley Stream [Masonic] Square Club tendered an offer to present
a copy of the Holy Bible to the Franklin [Avenue] School.'!

e A letter from the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan offering a donation
of a flag to be flown on the pole on the school grounds read, and motion
duly made and seconded, the offer was accepted.'

o Letter from PTA of Dist. 30 who wished to donate picture,
‘Signing of the Declaration of Independence’ to new school.'?

8 Ibid., November 26, 1924,

7 Ibid., November 17, 1925,

¥ Ibid., June 9, 1925.

® Ibid., March 5, 1925.

' Ibid., April 14, 1925. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, March 23, 1928 J.O.U.A.M. celebrates 21%

birthday. It started in 1907. May 30, 1930 Vol. V, No. XXIX - J.O.U.A.M. presents flag to High School on
Flag Day June 4, 1930. (J.O.M. stands for Junior Order of Mechanics).

" Ibid., April 14, 1925.

2 Ibid., June 9, 1925. Original letter sent by the Women of the Ku Klux Klan on April 14, 1925. The
October 13, 1925 minutes state that, “the Knights of the Ku-Klux-Klan had withdrawn their offer of a flag,
and instead were going to give a marble pedestal to hold the Holy Bible.” Offer was accepted.

" Ibid., September 25, 1925.



¢ Holy Name Society withdrew its offer to donate a picture of the
Declaration of Independence.'*

e PTA 13 offers picture for new school accepted.'
e Mothers Club furnished white and yellow chrysanthemums for the
stage setting at dedication with ten ushers for the ceremony.'®
The land that created Valley Stream Union Free School District No. 30 was ceded
from Valley Stream Union Free School Districts 24, 13 and Elmont Union Free School
District No. 16.)” This was partly done due to the fact that the residence in this westerly
section of Valley Stream and southerly section of Elmont were demanding transportation
or a new school. When the Clearstream Avenue School was built in School District 30, it
was decided to let that section administer its own affairs. Even with this new district the
pressure from the southerly part of District 24 south of the railroad continued. Village
historian Ruehl in three paragraphs summarizes the situation:
In the early twenties, children living in the west end
attended school at Districts 13, 24 and Elmont District 16. To get
to these schools they had to walk two miles. There were no school
buses and seldom did the students get a ride to school.
In 1922 the joint School Boards of District 13 and 24
proposed the following: That two schools be built, one in each
district, or that a new district be formed and a new school be

erected for the exclusive use of the children living in the new
district.

" Ibid., October 13, 1925.
1 Ibid., November 17, 1925.
1 1bid., November 27, 1925.

'7 The Elmont school board minutes are in existence as far back as 1897. The minutes of July 1923 and the
six preceding months are missing. The land was ceded in July of 1923.



After much discussion, it was presented to District
Superintendent of Schools, Wellington C. Mepham who, after
making his own investigation, made an order establishing the new
School District 30.'8

Pressure to build another school continued due to the fact that the population in
the southern part of District 24 was expanding rapidly. In 1922 William R. Gibson
purchased land, originally five hundred acres, in order to create a suburban

development.19 The July and August minutes of 1928 shed some light on the situation:

Mr. Carter was present on behalf of a number of taxpayers of the
Gibson section with a request of the use of the Auditorium at the Franklin
Ave. School on the evening of Aug. 2™ for the purpose of explaining to
the people of the school district the need of rearranging the school
boundary lines of District 24, with a view of preparing for the needs of the
future, for a school in the Gibson section. *°

Mr. Carter then spoke and said he came to take up the matter of
having the children in the new section of Gibson taken care of before the
opening of the school term so as not to have the children get started going
to Woodmere. The President then appointed a Committee of two (as per a
resolution passed at a recent meeting) to attend a meeting to be held at
Woodmere and to confer with them in regard to adjustment of the
boundary line of School District 24.”!

18 History of Valley Stream 1840-1975 by Howard F. Ruehl, at 33.

19 Ibid., at 42. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII District Twenty-Four
History, Appendix VIII for a biography of Mr. Gibson. Volume XXII VSCHSD History — Appendix XVII

Panorama Newsletter, February 2001 Vol. XXVIII, No. 5 at 2 — Gibson: The Man and the Community and
March 2001 Vol. XXVIII, No. 6 at 2 —The Gibson Corporation.

2 District 24 Board Minute Books, July 19, 1928. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald September 14,
1918 Vol. I, NO. XLVL

2 1bid., August 13, 1928. Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, September 21, 1928 Vol. III, No. XLVII
“Valley Stream Pupils Forced to Use Woodmere School Apparent”




Letters were sent from the South Side Taxpayers Association demanding

4”22

“annexing additional property to be included in School District 2 or “acquiring a

piece of land on which to erect a schoolhouse to take care of the children in the southerly

portion of the Village.””?

The September 24, 1928 board meeting was set aside to address concerns in the

south of the district. The minutes read in full:

A special meeting of Union Free School District 24 in the Franklin
Avenue School. Mr. Lee stated the call of the meeting which was to
decide on the boundary line between School District 24 of Valley Stream
and District 14 of Woodmere.**

The new boundary line to be Munro Boulevard.
Mr. Keogh made an appeal to the Board that the Citizens Committee be
allowed to speak before the Board took any action.
Mr. Buck then spoke explaining fully the action of the Board of District 24
in the matter and taking exception to the committee regarding the article
given to the newspapers which condemned the Board of District 24.
Mr. Carter then spoke at length replying to Mr. Buck explaining the stand
taken by the Committee from the Mass Meeting, and concluded his
remarks with the request that the Board of District 24 withhold their action
in accepting the new boundary line until further steps could be taken to
gain the desired result put forth by the Citizens Committee. Mr. Lee
replied to Mr. Carter explaining how the Board of District 24 had tried to
work with the Citizens Committee in order to obtain additional territory
for the extension of the District. He also stated that the Hewlett Board had
made an offer to our District and that it was a case of accepting or
rejecting it. Further that District 24 could go no further than they had
gone.

Mr. Buck then spoke making further explanations to Mr. Carter.

2 Ibid., August 16, 1928.
2 Ibid., September 20, 1928.

2 Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, September 28, 1928 Vol. III, No. XLVIII at 1 “School District
24 and Hewlett board set boundary line”




Mr. Carter then spoke putting some questions to the chair which
were objected to by Mr. Buck holding Mr. Carter to the question of
Boundary line.

Mr. Haddock then spoke explaining that he thought that District 24
had been lax in not looking forward to changing the Boundary line to
include the new houses and territory in District 24.

Mr. Keogh made a motion seconded by Mr. Buck to adopt a
resolution agreeing to the proposition of Hewlet Board temporarily
without giving up the right to continue the work of securing further
territory, also that the Citizens Committee continue to function and work
with the Board of District 24. Motion carried.

Mr. Carter made an appeal to the Board that they take up the
Resolution from The South Side Taxpayers Association with a view to
securing a new School for the Gibson section. Mr. Carter also requested

that the Committee from the Mass Meeting be allowed to meet with the
Board of District 24 with a view to extending the District further.?’

“A letter from [the] district Supt. about signing the boundary line agreement

between this District and District 14 was received and filed on December 20, 1928.72°

WILLIAM L. BUCK SCHOOL
By the end of the decade the district initiated plans to build a third school. In
November of 1928 the district superintendent, Mr. Mepham, spoke of the overcrowded
condition in the district. “A through discussion of the matter [was] followed by the Board
and the procuring of a piece of property in the Gibson section on which to erect a school

building was spoken of. Maps were referred [to] and looked over by the Board [and] also

% District 24 Board Minute Books, September 24, 1928,

% Ibid., January 17, 1929. On this date a copy of the new boundary line was received from the Nassau
Superintendent.



prices.”27 A committee was formed “to look around with a view to securing a piece of

property on which to build a school.”?®

The genesis for starting a cafeteria for the two schools in the district came from
Trustee Buck when he “raised the question of District 24 serving its pupils with at least a
bowl of hot soup and a cup of hot cocoa at noon time.” It is recorded that, “the president

of the Board [was instructed] to bring this matter to the attention of the Mothers Club.”?

A cafeteria service for the students of the district was worked out in the winter of
1929. In November the Mothers Club addressed the Board and a committee was
“appointed to work with the Mothers Club and ascertain what they would require, this
committee to have power to act to the extent of Three Thousand Dollars this amount to be
used if necessary to get the cafeteria started in both schools [and] also to procure the

necessary help.”*’

The decade of the thirties started with cafeteria service in the Brooklyn Avenue

and Franklin Avenue Schools.

27 Ibid., November 21, 1928 and see also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume II
District Thirteen Scrapbook, at 28.

2 Ibid., November 21, 1928. On July 18, 1929 the three-committee members reported that they “had been
looking around the Gibson section just north of the Gibson Station and had three locations that seemed to
them to be the only available pieces of ground on which a school could be erected.”

2 Ibid., October 8, 1929. Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald, March 8, 1940 Vol. XVI, No. 30 —
“Mothers Club Celebrates [25] Years of Local Service” The Club thus started in 1915.

3 Ibid., November 19, 1929. A Mrs. Duggan of the Mothers Club “addressed the Board [on December 18,
1929] relative to the starting of a cafeteria service in the schools naming some of the equipment which
would be required in order to get the matter started.”



The Mothers Club was also encouraged at this time to “fix up a room in school as
a clinic.”®' Board members encouraged this after the nurse gave the following report. It

finally materialized in 1931:

“The following report of nurse relative to weight of children, was submitted as follows:

Pupils underweight .................... 25t0291bs. ............ 3
« C 20t0 25 1bs. ............ 10

“ e 15t0201bs. ............ 23

“ e 10to 15 Ibs. ............ 66
« C 3to 7lbs. ............ 185

“ e 7t0101bs. ............ &9
376

294 children defective teeth
138 children enlarged tonsils”

Pupil attendance figures are liberally recorded in board minutes during the
twenties. The following is a summary of these statistics and the daily average attendance

in the district increased by 514 in the decade.

DATE OF BOARD MEETING | DAILY AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

July 1, 1920 352 May 7, 1923 458
November 8, 1920 396 June 5, 1923 457
December 3, 1920 392 September 5, 1923 560
January 25, 1921 380 September 5, 1924 730
February 7, 1921 375 October 3, 1924 736
March 7, 1921 364 November 5, 1924 754
April 4, 1921 372 December 5, 1924 756
May 2, 1921 372 February 5, 1925 : 755
June 6, 1921 377 March 5, 1925 782
July 6, 1921 377 October 13, 1925 790
October 6, 1921 422 November 17, 1925 828 **
November 4, 1921 435 December 8, 1925 817>

3! Ibid., November 17, 1925. Valley Stream Mail And Gibson Herald, August 21, 1931 Vol. VI, No. 43 at 1
- “Clinic in District 24 to Be Installed in Near Future”

32 Ibid., November 17, 1925. This number is “registration.”

* Ibid., December 8, 1925. “From now on Kindergarten figures separate.”




December 5, 1921 423 January 12, 1926 750%

January 5, 1922 426 March 9, 1926 706
February 6, 1922 421 May 2, 1926 784
March 6, 1922 413 June 8, 1926 803
April 5, 1922 417 February 17, 1926 820
May 4, 1922 435 April 21, 1927 810
June 5, 1922 420 October 20, 1927 938%
June 30, 1922 403 December 11, 1927 886
October 5, 1922 460 March 15, 1928 825
November 6, 1922 462 May 17, 1928 785%
December 5, 1922 460 November 15, 1928 914
January 6, 1923 447 December 20, 1928 916%
February 5, 1923 446 April 18, 1929 884
March 5, 1923 419 May 16, 1929 866
April 4, 1923 431

SEPTEMBER 8" to SEPTEMBER 28, 1926
Total Registration .......... Sept. 24, 1926 ..o 894
Present Registration .........oovvviniiiiiiiiii i 891
Per Cent of Afendance .......ooviiiiiti i e e e 98
Number visits of Attendance Officer ... 8

Registration by Grade September 26, 1926

Brooklyn Avenue School Franklin Avenue School
STIDD GRS .......... 36 FIELD GR7......... 27
CAMPBELL GRS8.......... 34 SETTERBERG GR6.......... 35
KROM GRS .......... 33 SLOCUM GR5.......... 33
MUNGGER GR7.......... 38 WERNER GR4.......... 40
GOODWIN GR6.......... 39 BASSETT GR3.......... 43
REARDON GR6.......... 26 PETERSON GR2.......... 36
SMITH GRS5.......... 36 PAGE GR1....... 40
WORTH GRS5.......... 33 BENTON GR Kgn. .....34
BRADELY GR4.......... 35 288
PARK GR4.......... 34
LANE GR3.......... 39
WALKER GR3.......... 42
GILLETTE GR2.......... 40
CURTISS GR2.......... 37
LINCOLN GR1...... 44
ORR GR1....... 46

602

* Ibid., January 12, 1926. Kindergarten = 27.

3 Ibid., October 20, 1927. “Census report a total of 1,683 scholars and a total of 5,347 Adults and
Children.”

3% Ibid., May 17, 1928. “Total enrollment 1,017; Present enrollment 902, Per Cent of Attendance 84;
Number in Franklin School 301; Number in Brooklyn Avenue School 601. An epidemic of German

Measles has lowered the attendance.” October 18, 1928 “Enrollment 1,752 and the population of District -
5,476.”

37 Ibid., December 20, 1928 “Total registration 999.”

3 Ibid., August 10, 1926.
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The March 7, 1921 board minutes fixed “the minimum salary for teachers at

$1,200.00.%%°

“The following wage schedule was adopted for the year 1921-22.”

C.V. Ryon 2,500
T. Sheehy 1,400
A .M. Stransbury 1,400
E.M. Bradely 1,350
F.G. Steinbarge 1,350
M. Leese 1,350
Pearl] Giles 1,350
C.M. Gurley 1,500
V.G. Bacon 1,300
E. Cotter 1,350

The mid-century budget was adopted on September 5, 1923. It included:

RESOLVED, that the following Budget of necessary claims and expenditures in School District
No. 24, of the Town of Hempstead, N.Y., for the school year 1923-1924, amounting to $45,307.20, be and
the same is hereby adopted.

Teachers Salary ............... $28,000. Fuel ..o, $1,450.
Med. Inspector ...........ocovnnee 300. Light ... 400.
Cletk ..ooveviviiiiiiiiiin. 200. Maps & Globes ................ 50.
Treasurer ..........ccoovviininnen. 200. Transportation .................. 25.
Janitor .......oooiiiiiiiii 2,500. Bonds & Notes ................. 7,500.
Attendance Officer ............. 300. Interest ........ocoviiieiiiiini 3,329.
Tuition .....oocveveviiiiniiinn 2,500. Repairs ....ccoovvvveiiiiiininnn, 1,000.
Taking Census ................... 50. Incidentals ..............coceen 500.
Library ......coocvviiiiinininnn, 100. Insurance ...........cooooeeiiinnnn 500.
Text Books ......vevvvvennnennn, 500. Water Supply ..ovovevviiienianns 300.
Ord. Supplies. .............oeeee. 550. Janitor’s Supplies ................ 300.
$50,554.00
Amount received from State,
Steward and Long Beach Funds .................. 5,246.80
$45,307.20

% Ibid., March 7, 1921.
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The decade of the twenties ended with “the call of the [special] meeting which
was to discuss the plans for a suitable site for a new school in District 24 in order to
relieve the congestion in the two schools [Brooklyn Ave., Franklin Ave.] now in use.”

The last board meeting of the decade on December 30, 1929 recorded the following:

There were three sites presented to the Board for their
consideration. One on Rockaway Ave. at Brush Drive, one further down
Rockaway Ave. below Du Bois Ave., and one lying in the strip of woods
one block west and parallel to Cochran Place about the opposite to Pine
Lane.

After considerable discussion on the propositions by the Board it
was decided to request that a committee of three people from the Gibson
Community Club, the South Side Taxpayers Assoc. The Exchange Club,
the Lions Club and the East End Assoc. be invited to attend a joint
meeting with the Board to further discuss this matter. The people to be
called from these associations to be resident taxpayers of District 24. The
proposition to be considered by the meeting to be a new School south of
the tracks.

Also “to look around with a view to acquiring additional property
to the present Brooklyn Ave. School and find out if it would not be
possible to build on it in preference to the locations which had already
been submitted.

Also, “try and secure options on property on Fifth, Sixth, and
Seventh Sts. Adjoining the Brooklyn School.*

Other events of note ...
(Minutes)

o Tuition was raised for pupils from $10.00 to $20.00 a year beginning February 1,
1920. (January 7, 1920)

e Motion, “that entry to kindergarten can be only at the beginning of the term in
September 1 and February 1.” (April 4, 1921)

e Motion, “that the school patronize home trade whenever conditions allow.”
(August 29, 1921)

0 Ibid., December 30, 1929.
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“Letter received from Supt. Mepham in reference to the pension fund and also to
notify each teacher that wishes to join that 4 months deduction will have to be
made from the next check.” (December 5, 1921)

Motion to change the annual meeting from the first Tuesday in May to first
Tuesday in August. Passed. (April 30, 1922)

Bid to paint the schoolhouse put in Valley Stream Record newspaper. (July 27,
1922)

Population in district approximately 3,000 to 3,500 in 1923. (June 5, 1923)

“Mr. Ryon [Principal] submitted a report showing total attendance of 730,
compared with registration of one year ago of 565, showing an increase of 165
during the year. The total registration was 744, registration over last term
attendance of 58.” (September 5, 1924)

“The clerk was directed to file the name of each teacher receiving $1,000 or more
during 1924 and amount thereof with the State Income Tax Department.” (April 14,
1925)

Motion carried “inviting the press to sit in on all regular board meetings
unanimously carried.” (August 11, 1925)

“The census for School District No. 24 about completed shows a population of
4,764 as against 4,065 for last year.”(September 8, 1925)

“President authorized to get in touch with the fire commissioner to work out ‘a
signal code’, so that children would know not to start to school on these days was
to be no session.” (February 9, 1926)

Board meeting on second Tuesday of each month changed to third Thursday
starting on December 1926. (October 13, 1926)

“Principal Ryon now reported on visitors day which was recently held in school
District No. 24 stating that it was his opinion that the same should be held each
year as the taxpayers showed interest on taking advantage of this day to inspect
buildings and working of classrooms.” (December 16, 1926)

“Principal Ryon now reported serving of milk in schools during the past week,
there were 155 bottles in the Brooklyn Ave. School, and 85 bottles in Franklin
[Avenue] School.” (December 16, 1926)

“Principal Ryon now advised that schools would be without Christmas Greens of
any kind, owing to the fact that [the Masonic] Square Club who formerly
furnished same were now holding their Christmas Festival in School [District]
No. 13, therefore he requested permission to purchase $5.00 worth of greens.”
(December 16, 1926)

“The question arose as to teachers insisting on doctor’s certificate from children
returning to school after a siege of contagious disease.” (June 8, 1926)

“Quite a lively discussion arose as to the advisability of conducting a Summer
School for backward students.” (March 17, 1927) .
Committee from American Legion requesting to plant eight Norway Trees
standing 12 feet high on Franklin grounds, each tree to bear separate name plate
of boy from Valley Stream who died in service [World War I] and bodies still
remain over there.” (April 21, 1927)

Concern of cannon on Brooklyn Avenue school grounds. Children can be hurt
playing on cannon. (June 16, 1927)

13



“The Summer School term had been started with an attendance of 67 pupils. Mrs.
Fields having charge of grades 1-2-3, with 29 pupils and Ryon in charge of grades
5-6-7-8, with 38 pupils.” Ryon received $500.00 and Fields $200.00. (July 21, 1927)
Resolution supporting “building a State Normal School on Long Island.” (February
16, 1928)

“Letter read from Mr. Mepham about changes in the number of school attendance
days requiring 190 days for the coming year also changing the age limit from
eight to seven years and the medical inspector hereafter given examinations of
pupils who desire employment certificates.” (May 17, 1928)

Eighty-seven graduates this year on June 25, 1928. Eighth grade commencement.
(June 21, 1928)

Bicycle house approved. (August 13. 1928)

The district enrollment stood at 1,752 and the district population at 5,476. (October
18, 1928)

Special meeting called to hear complaint of a parent that her child received a
“black eye” from one of the teachers. Case dismissed since parent did not appear.
(January 24, 1929)

Regular meeting night of the Board changed from third Thursday in the month to
the third Tuesday of each month. (August 1, 1929)

New Principal Gardner asked Boards view on Corporal Punishment “and was
advised by the Board not to allow teachers to use corporal punishment but to have
pupils sent to him and for him to use his own Judgment.” (August 20, 1929)

14



Photo taken at the New York State Museum
Albany, New York
Neighborhood School Room c. 1920
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Wheeler Avenue School
District 13, Valley Stream, L.1.
Ready for use Sept. 1925
8 Room Addition—In use May, 1928
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Wheeler Avenue School Postcard
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‘where Rudy Vallee and Guy Lombardo started. Another, Hoffman’ $, was-on

Valley Stream had two famous rc:sa{ihauses Qne was the Pavillon Royal

Central Avenue and Merrick Road, later occupied by “Texas Guinan” who, in

her middle age, became a nightclub queen. She greeted her custamers wzth'
“Hello sucker”, to make tbe drinkers feel'r}ght at hm ne

16
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