1900 - 1919

At the 70™ anmiversary of the present Brooklyn Avenue School in 1977, the local
paper reported the remembrances of 89-year-old Mabel Ackerly who taught in the
District 24 one-room schoolhouse. “She told of how the earlier building was heated by a
Franklin stove in a time when Valley Stream was mostly farmland. She joked with the

students on how children of her youth did their schoolwork writing on slates.”

The oldest surviving minutes of the school district date to May 2, 1911 and are
recorded under the title “Union Free School District # 24 Town of Hempstead, Nassau
County, New York.” Even though there is no date of the organizational meeting for a
Union Free School District 24, it is obvious that it was the first of the three elementary
districts in Valley Stream to convert to a Union Free School District from a Common

School District.

! Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald Newspéper, Thursday February 27, 1975 Vol. 51, No. 9 at 35.

2 Ibid,, October 27, 1977 Vol. 54, No. 43 at 6. This article contains a sketch of the 1894 schoolhouse. See
also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume IX District Twenty-Four Scrapbook, at 218.




The May 11, 1911 meeting recorded the budget and its subsequent vote. At the
time the one school in the district at Brooklyn Avenue, between fifth and sixth streets,
consisted of a framed schoolhouse that was heated by coal and wood and the floor was

covered with sawdust.’

Copy of Budget as adopted

10™ Bond 01d iSSUE ....cvcevvvvvennnnnrissessssesssssscsse e 1000.00
INerest ON SAME......c..evveeveririerirtee et 50.00
5™ BONd NEW ISSUE ..o.vvveveeeereeeeeeeeres s eeeeee e eeeeeeseees 500.00
Interest on all new bond ISSUE ......coovvevevereeeereceeeceeeerenn, 1,395.00
Last certificate of indebtedness for finishing

2 rooms in new SChOOL......ccocvcvieiiieeeceece 650.00
INEIEst ON SAME. ...c..covvieieririe vttt etr e 19.50
Teachers Salaries.........occovivvieeienveciive et 4,750.00
Janitors Salary........cccocveevrenicninne e 840.00
Attendance officers’ salary ........ccccccecevvivvervieicericene e, 200.00
Secretaries’ SAlary .....cccvvvceniniieie s s 50.00
TIEasurers ©  “ooioiiieeeerr s 25.00
FUEL oottt 500.00
INSULANCE ...ttt sttt ere 75.00
PIINtING ..ooovereieeienecnre st 40.00
Electric light and power ........cccocvevvvieenieecceceeeee e, 150.00
Water SUPPLY eoeeecciccenee e et 40.00
General TEPAILS ...c.cvvvvvverrrerireeee ettt e 125.00
Transportation of children from western end of district...... 150.00
Taking CENSUS ..c.eoviviriiirrierrierereseicie ittt 15.00
Copying the tax BOOK .......cccoevrreercinrriceeesereeees 85.00
Repairing and painting old school ..........cccvvevveveircvinennen, 200.00
Painting walls of halls and classrooms and painting............ 150.00
5 10] 3 o OO TP U 75.00
School SUPPLES.....covemierrrerreeinecrnerrs e, 200.00
INCIdentals ....c.c.oovvereiereiniirr s 200.00
TEXt DOOKS.c..cvevieieinvcirirre ettt 300.00
Apparatus for school work — wall maps, charts etc............... 50.00

$11,834.50*

3 District 24 Board Minute Books, July 31, 1911 at 1 - Ordered “30 tons of egg coal and as many tons of
nut coal, as may be required at $6.00 per ton.” October 31, 1911 - Ordered “6 Ibs sawdust at .25 per barrel
and 5 cords cut wood at $8.00 per cord.”

* Ibid., May 2, 1911 at 6.




The vote on budget as presented was recorded as follows:

Aye Nay Did not vote
Mr. Jas. P. Brown *
Wm. Smith

Wallace Payan
Jos. Kodbel
Mrs. Jas P. Brown
Mr. L. H. Rullman *
Conrad Staacke *
Alfred N. Seaman
Edu. L. Hutton
Edu. Van Buskirk Sr.
Hugo Schlueter
I W. Buck
E.A. Calhoun
Mrs. 1. S. Phillips *
Mr. C. Schreiber *
1. S Phillips
Jas. L. O’Neill
Jas. Payan
I. Hammill
E.N. Hall *
Geo. Knoche
Henry Geis
Geo. Hoffmann
R. M. Dibble _
M. Fuehrer *
I E. Hill *
E. W. Miller
John Abrams
Wm. Knoche
L. M. Dristr
H. Rusch Jr.
I. G. Schmit
W. L. Buck *
I. Schwritzer *
J. W. Gathard *
I. G. Miller *
Total number of vote; 29
Ayes; 25 Naye; 4
A majority of the qualified voters having voted in favor of the budget as a whole, the same was declared to
have been approved.’

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ *

* ¥ ¥ *

¥ ¥

¥ K X ¥ X

*

At this time the board took a hands-on approach to running the district. This can
be seen when “the clerk was directed to advise Mr. H. L. Wilbur, Principal, that he be

requested to exclude from the School Building the admission of all plants, shrubs,

3 Ibid., May 2, 1911 at 5 and 6.




pictures, etc. except those that may be or have been permitted by action of the Board of
Trustees to remain or to be hereafter admitted by their permission and that all plants,
shrubs and pictures that have been brought into the School Building without the approval

of said Board of Education be removed.”®

Another example of direct involvement in school affairs was spread in full upon

the board minutes of February 8, 1916:

Special meeting of the Board of Trustees of Union Free
School District #24 of the Town of Hempstead was held for the
purpose of hearing [the] complaint of Mr. and Mrs. Stutzenstein
against the Principal of the School, Mr. Chas. V. Ryon.

Members of the Board present were Francis Hammill and
Wm. L. Buck. Francis Hammill, the President of the Board
presiding and Wm. L. Buck District Clerk recording.

The complaint by Mr. And Mrs. Stutzenstein was as
follows, that they had heard from one Alice Malone, a pupil in the
above school that the Principal Chas. V. Ryon had remarked in
open class that the Stutzenstein boys had told lies.

On examination Alice Malone denied that she had made
any statement of the above nature to Mrs. Stutzenstein: Mr. Ryon
also stated that no remark of such character had been made by him.

The complaint seems to be one of veracity between Alice
Malone and Mrs. Stutzenstein, and not for the School Board to
decide and the said parties were so informed.

Respectfully Submitted,
William L. Buck
District Clerk

S Ibid.. October 20, 1911 at 25.



In 1912 the principal and the teachers in the district were directed to attend a

meeting with the trustees.

This meeting was called for the purpose of discussing all
subjects, generally, and such rules and regulations that, in the
appreciation thereof, would have a tendency to the betterment of
conditions in general in the management of the school.

Mr. Wilbur was directed to discontinue the two division
system. The five minute recess or rest period to be continued.’

After the following “results of the examinations held in the Rockville Center

School in January” of 1913 “it was decided to omit from all class programs the study of

drawing and music until further notice.”®

Subject Number taking exam Marked satisfactory
History 2 0
English 4 0
Reading 6 3
Spelling 9 5
Geography 18 9
Arithmetic 21 1

The selection of educational methods is evident in the board’s decision to institute

the Palmer method of penmanship.

Motion made by Mr. Bungart and seconded to
change from the Spencirian to the Palmer system of
penmanship, and [to] advise the purchase of books on
instruction of same and the system to take effect September
1, 1918, the teachers to govern themselves accordingly, the
Palmer Company to be notified that their system has been
adopted and to send a representative to see Mr. Ryon.’

7 Ibid., December 6, 1912 at 79.
8 Ibid., February 26, 1913 at 91.

? Ibid., May 6, 1918.



The board allowed many local organizations to use the school. The first mention
of this in existing board meetings was in 1912 when a “letter from the Alumni Club,
request[ed] permission to use a portion of the old school for the purpose of holding
debates, lectures etc.”'® The board directed the clerk to write to the State Education
Department for an opinion “whereby the Board of Trustees may be guided in their action
in this matter.” Three years later the Mothers Club, which preceded the PTAs, was given
permission to use the school auditorium. A standard motion at the time was to direct “that
the janitor be notified to remain in the school building when the said building is used for

. . 1
public occasions.”’

In 1912, four teachers, a principal/teacher and janitor were engaged.'?

Principal H. L. Wilbur $1,200.00

Teachers Miss Cora M. Curley $750.00 per annum
Miss Ann E. Redding $700.00 per annum
Miss Agvrs Curley $650.00 per annum
Miss Elizabeth Bower $600.00 per annum

Janitor F.W. Buck $840.00 per annum

In 1913 the staff consisted of seven teachers.'?

Miss. C. Gurley $75.00 per month for 10 months
Miss. M. Bedell $70.00
Miss. A. Kerley $55.00

"% Ibid., November 26, 1912 at 75.

" Ibid., May 26, 1915; June 16, 1915 — Mothers Club has moving picture show in auditorium; February 5,
1918 - Red Cross entertainment in auditorium; March 5, 1918 - Home Defense Corp. for drill purposes;
February 17, 1919 - Mothers Club; April 7, 1919 - Daughters of Liberty; May 5, 1919 - Lutheran Church
card party; October 9, 1919 - Boy Scouts use auditorium and November 5, 1919 — Mothers Club.

"2 Ibid., April 30, 1912 at 40.

" Ibid., April 30, 1913 at 97.



Miss. A. Redding
Mrs. E. Brawen
Miss. M. Dibble
Miss. N. Lewis

$67.50
$65.00
$55.00
$60.00

Some attendance figures for this period includes:

Principal Wilbur “reports average attendance in

May 28, 1912

the various grades as follows:

1* grade 86%
2" grade 92.7%
3" grade 91%
4" grade 92%
5% grade 96%
6" grade 89%
7" grade 88%
8% grade 91%”

September 27, 1912
“Mr. HL. Wilbur reported attendance for the

month of September as follows:

Grade 1 = 65
2 = 38
3 = 39
4 = 42
5 = 45
6 = 35
7 = 35
8 = 28”
Oct. 31, 1912
“Average attendance for the month as follows:
Grade I = 74
I 40
I = 39
v = 46
\% = 48
VI = 37
VII = 22
VIIL 29~

November 26, 1912
“Average number of pupils attending each grade

Grade 1 =

A B WN
i

68
42
38.5
44
44
36.8”

Dec. 20, 1912

Average attendance

Grade 1 = 22.8
1A 43.8
I = 40.3
111 = 37.9
v 423

\% = 42.1
VI = 327
VIl = 25.2
VIII = 243

January 31, 1913
Grade IA 20.7 86.6%
I 429 89.3%
II 39.9 90.9%
I 354 90.9%
v 409  93%
\% 43.1 91.8%
VI 33.8 94%
VII 239  92%
VII 233 97.1%

February 26, 1913
“The number of pupils registered during the
month was 325.”
Grades Percent
IA 86.2
20.6 = average
I 82.6
37.9 = average
1II 86.8
39.9 = average
I 86.3
32.8 = average
v 90.9
39.9 = average
\% 95.6
44.9 = average
\%! 93.6
34.6 = average
VII 92.0
23.0 = average
vl 97.2
June 26, 1914
Promotion list
grade promoted not promoted
I-A.......... 18 14
I-B.......... 20 16
2 29 13
T 29 11
4o 31 10
R JRU 34 8
[ 34 5




23 1

9 passed regents examination

12 not passed




At the turn of the century, one of the most popular community events was the
County Fair in Mineola.'* The school was closed Friday, September 27, 1912 “to permit
children to attend [the] County fair at Mineola.”'> A year previous to 1910 “twenty
dollars [was] expended for the purpose of decorating the outside of the school building.
This decoration [was] to be put up prior to September 15 and to remain until September
18™ 1911, during carnival days.”'® In 1914, $10.00 was appropriated to purchase “medals

for pupils winning” at the Fair."

In September of 1911 “a resolution was passed fixing the tuition for pupils who
are non-residents of this school district at ten dollars per annum. Semi-annually, five

dollars.”'® This was raised to twenty dollars per year beginning February 1, 1920."

The first mention of local Dr. Foster employed by the district was in 1913. He

was directed to visit the school at least once a week.?°

" Elmont Union Free School District No. 16 Minute Book, September 29, 1925 “Motion that any child
who wanted to go to [the] Fair could go and send in an excuse and said board would grant their rights.”
Valley Stream Herald Newspaper, October 2, 2003 at 16 “Its [Fair] long history dates back to 1842, when it
was founded as the Queens County Agricultural Fair. Soon after it became known as the Mineol Fair. It
moved to Roosevelt Raceway in 1953 and to the newly-opened Old Bethpage Village Restoration in 1970.”
See also Public Education in Valley Stream, Supra note 2, Volume I District Thirteen History, Chapter One
at 30. See photo.

'* District 24 Board Minute Books, September 23, 1912 at 63.

' Ibid., September 6, 1911 at 19.
7 Ibid., September 9, 1914 at 258.
'8 Ibid., September 30, 1911 at 23.
¥ Ibid., January 7, 1920.

2 1pid., October 23, 1914 at 264.



The clerk was instructed by vote of the members of the board to
authorize Dr. J. M. Foster to examine children of Mr. Lopen on Horton
Ave. and if any contagious or infectious disease is found [or] if any
member of the family is ill with any disorder that may be communicated
to another person, then it is ordered that the children be excluded from
school and not again be permitted to attend until with consent of herein
named physician.2 !

Corporal punishment was administered to students at the time.” In 1911 a
“reported complaint of Mrs. Hanna about her boy being struck by the principal and the
clerk was authorized to advise Mrs. Hanna that the complaint was received and the

incident would be fully investigated.”23 Then in 1913 the minutes recorded:

The punishment inflicted on Elsie Kneipp by Miss Nina Lewis was
reported. Mr. Ryon was directed to instruct Miss Lewis to discontinue the
use of the rattan or any other instrument that she has used or contemplated
using to punish any of the pupils registered in her classroom. Mr. Ryon
was also directed to instruct all teachers to refrain from punishing any of
the scholars in their respective classrooms until report of misconduct or
disobedience of scholar or scholars had been made to Mr. Ryon or the
parent or guardian of the child, on whom, in the good judgment of the
teacher some, punishment is deemed necessary.

2! Ibid., January 31, 1913 at 89 & 90.

2 During the first few decades of the century, corporal punishment was outlawed only in New York City.
In other parts of the state it was up to the local Board of Education to allow and/or define the administration
of corporal punishment. See Elmont Union Free School District No. 16 Minute Books dated January 29,
1929 for a particularly severe case of corporal punishment where the Nassau District Superintendent, W.C.
Mepham, was called in to resolve. It entailed a boy who got a black eye and was flogged with a rubber
hose.

3 District 24 Board Minute Books, November 17, 1911.

2 Ibid., November 21, 1913 at 173.

10



Fifth grade teacher, Miss Lewis, was reported for insubordination the next month

as she “resents criticism of her classroom work.”%’

In 1913 the voters authorized the selling of the old schoolhouse and erected for
$24,000 “a new brick addition to the new brick school building, upon the site at Brooklyn
Avenue.”?® A year later, $6,000 was approved for an Assembly Room and $1,000 to

finish “construction of [a] hall and room for use of Board of Education.”?’

The district supplied transportation in the early years of this century. The west-
end of the district, which eventually became District Thirty, was the recipient of this early
transportation.

A motion adopted car fare payment for carrying children from

western end of [the] District will begin Oct. 1% 191328

It was agreed to give transportation to the pupils residing at the
western end of the district and only to those that had received it during the

school term of 1914-15.%°

Conveyance of children - $25.00%

 Ibid., December 22, 1913 at 176.

% Ibid., June 10, 1913. See also Public Education in Valley Stream, supra note 2, Volume VIII Chapter
Four entitled Land Purchase and Buildings.

% Ibid., February 18, 1914 at 186-89.

% Ibid, September 30, 1913. See also Public Education in Valley Stream., supra note 2, Volume VIII
Chapter Six entitled Transportation.

% Ibid., December 21, 1916.

% Ibid., February 29, 1916.
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Motion made (Mr. Buck) and carried to pay carfare to children on
stormy days beginning Nov. 15 1917, fare to be left to the judgment of
[Principal] Mr. Ryon.>!

Other events of note ...
(Minutes)

» First report in minutes of truant student. (November 27. 1911)

o First report in minutes of student excluded from district since resident of
Rosedale. (February 28, 1912)

* Principal Charles V. Ryan hired. (April 12. 1913)

* “The members of the Board decided that they did not approve of scholars below
the 8™ grade taking the regents exam.” (May 28, 1912)

¢ The principal [was] directed to issue an order to all teachers and scholars, that no
scholars will be permitted to gain admission to the roof of the school building.”
(June 13, 1912)

¢ Resolution to build new school. (June 10, 1913)

* Awarded bid for new addition to Lawrence E. Kirwin at $2,198.00. (September 4,
1913)

* “A motion adopted car fare payment for carrying children from western end of
district will begin Oct.1® 1913.” (September 30, 1913)

* “Unclean children were reported to the attendance officer for action. (February 26,
1914 at 202)

* “Mrs. George E. Wright presented to the School District a framed picture
portraying the Birth of the Flag.” (May 29, 1914 at 242)

e “A pupil of the 7™ grade is an incorrigible; he has been chastised and his conduct
reported to the parent but no improvement is evident.” (May 29, 1914 at 242)

¢ Three hundred and nine pupils in 1914. (June 26, 1914 at 245)

* Assistant Principal Miss Helen Gorsch hired. (July 10, 1914)

¢ A telephone was “installed in the office of the Board of Education “with an
extension for use by the principal. A typewriter was purchased “for use by the
Board of Education.” (August 14, 1914 at 253)

* “Report received from State Board of Education approving High School work.”
(September 9, 1914 at 258)

* In 1914 the federal government passed the Harrison Act. It was the first
comprehensive law against ingestion of drugs.

¢ First recorded telephone bill for $15.76. (September 10, 1915)

o “Carried to write Mr. Wm. McAddoo, Secretary of State, that the Board are
willing to do all in their power to help the third Liberty Loan.” (March 5, 1918)

* “..to write the Woodmere School that the matter of physical training will be
taken up at a future date and will notify them.” (July 24, 1918)

* “School closed on account of influenza from Oct. 15 to Nov. 4 — 14 days.”
(November 13, 1918)

3! Ibid., November 5, 1917.

12



Informed the Village fire chief that all complaints in the future should be sent
directly to the Board. (July 1, 1919)

“Motion made by Mr. Buck and seconded by Mr. Bungart setting the age limit of
five years to admission to the kindergarten.” (November 5, 1919)

13
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Photo taken at the New York State Museum
Albany, New York
School Desk and Chair c. 1920
School Atlas 1829

14




15






UuoJalspd BUPH ‘Ja810838d BTOTA
‘ITTHa0) UBTTITTI ‘Jaepueg ousday ‘Teddny efssop
‘TeqTe0y ufTouas) - Y 09 °T - MOY wol109g

TIoUI0) WBTTTIM ‘Az2zng se ATUO pe IoqueWeY- L #

‘I923TOMUOS UYOL ‘UOSHOTJIPUSH PIOJIBH ‘uUosIepuy
ugor ‘Teqreoy udesor ‘promsusoan Auoyszuy
‘umoag 3aeqIV - 3uFTa 09 3J9T - MOY OTDPPIH

J0qTTM Tedioutad - dog

HH@H ‘9pBJaD UYUsA®T

-
L

T WYJTHILS XTI TYVYA-9%2 TOO0OHDOS

~
i




18



