AP Espariol avanzado lenguaje y cultura

Nombre

Trabajo veraniego

1. Read and complete ali the activities in the packet in preparation for AP Spanish Language
and Culture course. At the end of each unit, please take notes on the cultural reading.

2. Go to quizlet.com, create an account (if you do not already have one) and make a quizlet of

the vocabulary words for each chapter. (4 in total)

This packet will be gradad and will be included in your first quarter grade.

This work will be due: Friday, September 11



UNIT ONE
Negatives

You have already seen examples of the basic negative in Spanish, which is formed by
putting no in front of the verb:

No trabajamos.
We do not work.

No estoy contento.
I am not happy.

More complex negative ideas can be expressed by using the negative words:

nada nothing
nadie nobody
nunca never
ninguno no, none

nadie and nada

nadie, meaning ‘nobody’, can be used as the subject or the object of the verb. When it is
used as the subject it is normally placed after the verb with no in front. Alternatively
nadie can be placed in front of the verb without no:

no trabaja nadie or nadie trabaja nobody works

nada ‘nothing’, can be used in the same way, although the second version is never used
in everyday language:
no tengo nada or nada tengo I have nothing

When nada is being used as direct object of the verb it is also normally placed after the
verb with no in front:

No oigo nada.
I don’t hear anything.

No dice nada.
He doesn’t say anything.



However, the sentence could possibly be ambiguous if nadie were used in the same way:
e.g. No ve nadie.

This could mean “Nobody can see’ or ‘S/he can’t see anyone’ if we simply used it in the
same way as nada. In order to avoid this ambiguity, nadie is preceded by the personal a
when it functions as the direct object of a verb — just as we saw with the interrogative
word ¢quién? in Unit 5. This applies whether or not there is potential ambiguity.

No ve a nadie. She can’t see anyone.
No miro a nadie. I’m not looking at anyone.
nunca

nunca, meaning ‘never’, can be placed after the verb with no preceding the verb, or it
can precede the verb and be used in its own:

no trabaja nunca or nunca trabaja he never works

no salgo nunca or nunca salgo I never go out

Placing the nunca before the verb tends to give it slightly more emphasis, but this is not a
hard and fast rule.

Exercises

1 Answer the following questions with nadie, nunca or nada (e.g. ¢ Qué tienes? No
tengo nada.):

1 ¢A quién quieres?

2 ¢ Qué tienes ahi?

3 ¢{Con quién hablas?

4 ;Cuando vas al cine?
5 ¢Para quién es eso?

6 ¢ Trabajas los sabados?
7 ¢Con qué limpias?

8 ¢ Qué lees?

9 ¢ Trabajas mucho?

10 ;Tienes cambio?

11 ¢ Para quién trabajas?
12 ;Qué comes?

13 ;Cuéando estudias?
14 ¢ A quién llamas?

15 ;Qué compras?
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2 Answer these questions with ninguno/ninguna:

1 ; Tienes hermanas?

2 ¢Ves la llave?

3 ¢Usas perfume?

4 ;Quieres un pastel?

5 ¢Necesitas una moneda?

6 ¢Esperas un regalo?

7 ¢Llevas un boligrafo?

8 ¢ Tienes un pafiuelo?

9 ¢ Necesitas dos bolsas o una?
10 ¢ Quieres tres manzanas?

3 Respond to the following questions with nadie, nunca, ninguno/a or nada:

1 Tengo un hermano ¢y ta?

2 Estudio mucho ¢y td?

3 Tengo un billete de 5€ ¢y t4?

4 Voy a la playa en verano ¢y t0?

5 Vivo con mi padres ¢y td?

6 Tengo monedas ¢y t0?

7 Pinto cuadros ¢y ta?

8 Colecciono sellos ¢y t0?

9 Admiro a Nelson Mandela ¢y ta?
10 Compro ahi todos los dias ¢y tG?

4 Make these sentences negative, using more than one negative word:

Example: Siempre compro regalos a mi familia en Navidad.
No compro nada a nadie nunca.
Nunca compro nada a nadie.

1 Siempre leen una novela.

2 Doy siempre ropa a mi hermana.

3 Compramos el pan a menudo en esa tienda.
4 Llevo a mi madre al cine los domingos.

5 Viajan siempre con mi hermana.

6 Leen el periddico todas las mafianas.

7 Trabajan siempre mucho.

8 Siempre cocinan para nosotros.

9 A veces hablan con vosotros.

10 Entiendo todo siempre.



Cultural brief

Algunos estereotipos espafioles

Dicen que los espafioles siempre hacen la siesta pero no es verdad. Algunos espafioles
hacen la siesta, especialmente en verano porque la temperatura es muy alta, pero la
mayoria de los espafioles que trabajan nunca tienen tiempo para la siesta.

La gente cree que todos los espafioles bailan flamenco pero no es verdad. El flamenco
es tipico de Andalucia y no de otras regiones de Espafia. Muchos espafioles nunca bailan
flamenco o escuchan ese tipo de musica y jnadie va por la calle normalmente con un traje
de faralaes a no ser cuando estan en fiestas!

Dicen que los espafioles hablan alto ... es verdad jalgunas veces! cuando hay
mucho ruido en el ambiente.

Key vocabulary for Unit 1

alto
alguno/a/os/as

ambiente (m.)

loud (sound)
some

environment

a menudo often

a veces sometimes
bolsa (f.) bag

cambio (m.) change (money)
cine (m.) cinema
cocinar cook
coleccionar to collect
cuadro (m.) picture
estereotipo (m.) stereotype
gente (f.) people

hay there is
manzana (f.) apple
moneda (f.) coin

mucho much, a lot
novela (f.) novel
pafiuelo (m.) handkerchief

pastel (m.)

cake



perfume (m.) perfume

periddico (m.) paper

pintar to paint, draw
ropa (f.) clothes

ruido (m.) noise

sello (m.) stamp

traje de faralaes (m.) ‘flamenco dress’
todo everything
verano (m.) summer

Toma apuntes del 'Cultural brief' aqui
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UNIT TWO
Possessives

Possessive adjectives

In order to indicate the owner of an object or objects, the following possessive adjectives
are used. Notice that they agree with the object(s) owned, not the owner:

my mi/mis
your (ta) tu/tus
his/her/its/your (usted) su/sus
our nuestro/nuestra/nuestros/nuestras
your (Vosotros) vuestro/vuestra/vuestros/vuestras
their/your (ustedes) su/sus
e.g. my books mis libros
your money tu dinero
his magazines sus revistas
our house nuestra casa
our friends nuestros amigos
their family su familia

As you can see, ‘your’ can be tu(s), su(s) or vuestro(s) depending on whether you are
talking to one person or more than one person and whether you would address the person
(people) with the familiar ta/vosotros or the formal usted/ustedes, hence:

tu amigo your friend (talking to one person you know well)
tus amigos your friends (talking to one person you know well)

vuestro gato  your cat (talking to more than one person you know well (i.e. belonging to

vosotros)
vuestras your daughters (belonging to vosotros)
hijas
su casa your house (talking to one person or more than one person you do not know well)

sus billetes your tickets (talking to one or more than one person you do not know well)

There is no problem with tu and vuestro as long as you remember that the possessive
adjective must agree in number and gender with the object owned and not the owner, but



su can sometimes be ambiguous. Normally, the context makes the meaning clear, but if
there is doubt it is possible to clarify the meaning as follows:

La casa de Ud. (su casa)
your house

La casa de Uds. (su casa)
your house (when more than one person owns the house)

The same applies to ‘his’, ‘her’ and ‘their’, although this is less common as it is usually
assumed that su will be third rather than second person unless the context makes it clear
that this is not the case:

La casa de él La casa de ella
his house her house

La casa de ellos La casa de ellas
their house their house

Possessive pronouns

If the object that is ‘possessed’ is omitted, the possessive adjectives described above have
to be replaced by ‘possessive pronouns’ — ‘pronouns’ because they replace the noun. As
with the possessive adjectives, the pronouns must agree in number and gender with the
object(s) owned, not with the owner:

Mis zapatos
my shoes

Los mios
mine (referring to a masculine plural object)

Tus zapatos son blancos, los mios son azules.
Your shoes are white, mine are blue.

The forms of the possessive pronouns are:

mine el mio la mia los mios las mias
yours el tuyo la tuya los tuyos las tuyas
his/hers/its/yours (Ud.) el suyo la suya los suyos las suyas
ours el nuestro la nuestra los nuestros las nuestras
yours (plural) el vuestro la vuestra los vuestros las vuestras
theirs/yours (Uds.) el suyo la suya los suyos las suyas



As with the possessive adjectives, suyo may be ambiguous and if this is the case it can be
replaced by the following:

yours (book) el de Ud.
e.g. Mi libro es interesante, pero el de Ud. es aburrido.

My book is interesting, but yours is boring.
yours (books) los de Ud.
e.g. Mis libros estan aqui, pero los de Ud. estan en el coche.

My books are here, but yours are in the car.

yours (more than one owner) el de Uds.
los de Uds.

his (sisters) las de él

e.g. Mis hermanas viven en Madrid pero las de él no.

My sisters live in Madrid, but his don’t.
hers (house) ladeella
e.g. Mi casa es grande pero la de ella es pequefia.

My house is large, but hers is small.
theirs (car) el de ellos
e.g. Mi coche es un Seat pero el de ellos en un Renault.

My car is a Seat but theirs is a Renault.

Note: The definite article (el/la/los/las) is often omitted before the verb ser unless special
emphasis is required:
e.g. Esta casa es mia.

This house is mine.
Esos libros son suyos.

Those shoes are his.

Exercises
1 Translate the following phrases into Spanish:

1 my sister

2 your (ta) brother
3 his uncle

4 her cousin

5 our mother



6 your (Vd.) grandmother

7 your (vosotros) parents

8 their aunt

9 your (Vds.) mother-in-law
10 my sister-in-law

11 our son-in-law

12 her grandson

2 Fill in the blanks with the appropriate possessive adjective:

Tengo una hermana y un hermano. EI nombre de (1) hermana es Lolay (2)
hermano se Ilama Mario. (3) madre vive en Madrid, muy cerca de

4 hijos. Mario esté casado, (5) mujer se llama Elena y (6)
hijas se llaman Rocio y Almudena. Lola esta casada con Jesus. (7) suegros
viven en Navarra. Ellos tienen s6lo un hijo, (8) hijo se llama Luis. A Luis
le gusta mucho jugar con (9) primas en casa de (10) abuela.

3 Choose the correct possessive adjective for each blank (you will always have one left

unused, which does not fit in either of the blanks in the sentence):

1 hermana vive en Madrid. hijos en Barcelona. (sus, mi, nuestro)

2A suegra le gusta el futbol, a marido el tenis. (nuestra, sus, su)

3 cufiada es abogada y cufiadas son profesoras. (nuestro, vuestras,
nuestra)

4 No veo mucho a nietos pero hija viene todas las semanas. (mi,
vuestras, mis)

5 hermano tiene tres coches. Todos coches son deportivos. (nuestros,
sus, vuestro)

6 ¢ Tiene cufiado hermanos? hijas dicen que si. (tu, vuestra, sus)

7i problemas estan solucionados! hermano nos presta dinero. (nuestros,
mi, nuestra)

8 hermano dice que tenéis una moto nueva ¢ Es esa moto nueva?

(vuestra, sus, su)

4 Change the following possessive adjectives into possessive pronouns as in the example:
Example: mi libro

el mio

1 tu problema
2 mi pantalén
3 nuestro perro
4 su prima

5 sus apuntes
6 su piel

7 vuestra moto
8 sus sistemas



9 mis papeles
10 su jardin
11 mi pintura
12 tu jersey

5 Complete the sentences with the verb and the possessive pronouns as in the example:
Example:  Nosotros estamos haciendo nuestra cama y vosotros ...

Nosotros estamos haciendo nuestra cama y vosotros hacéis la vuestra.

1 Ellos esta leyendo sus periédicos y nosotros ...

2 Yo estoy pintando mi acuarelay Vds ...

3 Nosotros estamos pintando nuestra habitacién y ta ...

4 Vd. esta esperando en su colay yo ...

5 Maria esta haciendo sus deberes y vosotros ...

6 Vosotros estais comiendo vuestros bombones y ella ...

7 T estas limpiando tu habitacion y ellos ...

8 Uds. estan hablando con su jefe y Vd....

9 Yo estoy acabando mi trabajo y vosotros ...

10 Nosotros estamos jugando con nuestras cartas y ellos ...

Cultural brief

Ecuador

La cultura y la historia de Ecuador son tan ricas y diversas como su paisaje, que se
caracteriza por sus altas montafias y la selva amazénica. La antigua civilizacién pre-
colombina de Ecuador se conoce por sus pinturas, esculturas, su ceramica y sus trabajos
de orfebreria.

Su capital es Quito y el pais tiene una poblacién de alrededor de doce millones de
personas. La mayor parte de su poblacion es o mestiza o india, con un pequefio
porcentaje de descendientes de espafioles o africanos.

Ecuador tiene una gran atraccion turistica por las islas Galdpagos, que se conocen en
el mundo entero por su belleza y la riqueza natural de su ecosistema y son una reserva
natural protegida.

Key vocabulary for Unit 2

caracterizar characterize

carta (f.) playing card, letter
cerédmica (f.) pottery
civilizacion (f.)) civilization
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cufiado
deberes (m.)
diverso
escultura (f.)
nieto(m.)
orfebreria (f.)
paisaje (m.)
papel (m.)
porcentaje (m.)
pre-colombino
piel (f.)
reserva natural (f.)
selva (f.)
sistema (m.)
suegro (m.)

yerno

brother-in-law
homework
diverse
sculpture
grandson
precious metal work
landscape
paper
percentage
pre-Columbian
skin, fur
national park
rain forest
system
father-in-law

son-in-law

Toma apuntes del 'Cultural brief' aqui
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UNIT THREE
The preterite tense

The preterite tense in Spanish, sometimes called the simple past tense in English, is used
to describe completed actions in the past. For example:

We bought a house.
He played football.

The actions took place at a specific time and are over and done with.

This tense would not be used to describe actions that were on-going (e.g. ‘he was
watching television’) or that happened repeatedly (e.g. “When | was young we always
went to Spain for our holidays”) and it would not be used for descriptions (e.g. “The sun
was shining’). The tense required for the preceding examples will be discussed in Unit
18.

The preterite has three sets of endings; one for -ar verbs, another for -er and -ir verbs
and the third for a small number of verbs that undergo a stem change.

The endings for regular -ar verbs are as follows:

e.g. comprar (to buy)
-é compré I bought
-aste compraste you bought
-6 compro he/she bought

you (Ud.) bought

-amos compramos we bought
-asteis comprasteis you bought
-aron compraron they bought

you (Uds.) bought

Here are some examples of other -ar verbs in the preterite tense:

Desayuné a las ocho.
I had breakfast at eight o’clock.

Escuché un ruido.
He heard a noise.

12



Trabajaron todo el dia.
They worked all day.

¢ Terminaste el libro?
Did you finish the book?

The endings for regular -er and -ir verbs are as follows:

e.g. comer (to eat) escribir (to write)
-1 comi escribi
-iste comiste escribiste
-i6 comié escribio
-imos comimos escribimos
-isteis comisteis escribisteis
-ieron comieron escribieron

Here are some examples of regular -er and -ir verbs in the preterite tense:

Decidimos vender la casa.
We decided to sell the house.

No vieron la pelicula.
They did not see the film.

Bebi mucho vino anoche.
I drank a lot of wine last night.

Vendi6 su coche.
He sold his car.

Note: The preterite of the verb dar (to give) uses -er endings: di, diste, dio, dimos,
disteis, dieron.

Spelling changes

Some verbs require spelling changes in the stem of the preterite to conform to the normal
rules of pronunciation (see introductory section on ‘Pronunciation’, pp. ix—X).

-ar verbs whose stem ends in z, ¢ or g need a spelling change in the first person
singular as follows:

empezar to begin empecé

13



aparcar to park aparqué

pagar to pay pagué

-er and -ir verbs whose stem ends in a vowel change the i of the ending to a y in the third
persons singular and plural:

leer to read leyd, leyeron

caer to fall cayo, cayeron

distribuir to distribute distribuyd, distribuyeron
oir to hear oy0, oyeron

Radical changing verbs in the preterite

Most radical changing verbs do not undergo any spelling change in the preterite. The
only radical changing verbs that do have a change are those in the -ir group, such as
dormir, morir, servir, pedir, preferir, reir.

The spelling change in the preterite only affects the third persons singular and plural,
and in these persons e in the stem becomes i and o in the stem becomes u. For example:

servir (to serve): servi servimos
serviste servisteis
sirvio sirvieron
morir (to die): mori morimos
moriste moristeis
murié murieron

‘Strong’ preterites

There is a group of verbs, sometimes called ‘strong’ preterites, in which the stress is not
on the last syllable, but on the last but one syllable. The endings for these verbs are as
follows:

e.g. hacer (to do/to make)
-e hice -imos hicimos
-iste hiciste -isteis hicisteis
-0 hizo* -ieron hicieron

*Note spelling change ¢ to z.
You will have noticed that there is also a change in the stem of this verb, and this is
the case with many of the verbs in this group, consequently they are sometimes referred

14



to as “irregular’ verbs in the preterite. The number of verbs in this group is quite small
and it is best to learn them by heart. The following common verbs are in this group:

andar to walk anduve, anduviste,
anduvo, etc.

conducir* to drive conduje

decir to say, tell dije

estar to be estuve

poder to be able pude

poner to put puse

querer to want quise

saber to know supe

tener to have tuve

traer to take traje

venir to come vine

*Similarly other verbs ending in -ucir such as traducir (to translate), producir (to
produce), etc.

Note: Verbs with stems ending in -j, omit the i of the third person plural ending:
trajeron, condujeron, dijeron, etc.

The verbs ser and ir have the same preterite and only the context makes it clear which
verb is being used. The preterite form of these verbs does not follow any of the preceding
patterns and has to be learnt separately. It is as follows:

fui I was/I went fuimos we were/we went
fuiste you were/you went fuisteis you were/you went
fue he was/he went fueron they were/they went
she was/she went you (Uds.) were/
you (Ud.) were/you went you went
Exercises

1 Give the appropriate form of the preterite (-ar verbs):

1¢,Aquéhorate (levantar) ayer?

2:0s_ (duchar) ayer después de mi?

3¢ (cantar) Juan en ese coro?

4;No__ (nadar, Vd.) mucho el verano pasado?

5 En 1936 los republicanos (luchar) por la libertad.

6ijvds. (bailar) mucho anoche en la discoteca!

7Tame (explicar) ayer esto pero no lo entiendo todavia.

15



8 Nos (cortar) el pelo ayer por la mafiana.
9 Elena no (comprar) nada ayer.
10¢ (lavar, vosotros) el coche la semana pasada?

2 Give the appropriate form of the preterite (-er verbs):

(leer, nosotros) El Quijote en el colegio.
(beber) demasiado en la fiesta de anoche.

1 El curso pasado
2 Pedro y Juan

3 No (entender, yo) lo que me contd.
4 (comer) Elisa contigo ayer?

5¢____ (vender) Vd. su casa el afio pasado?

6 Ayerse _ (romper) la pierna.

7¢0s___ (coser) los botones ayer?

8i__ (correr, Vds.) demasiado ayer!

9¢Le  (agradecer, t0) su invitacién?
10Nole___ (conocer, ellos) hasta el afio pasado.

3 Give the appropriate form of the preterite (-ir verbs):

1¢  (recibir, tu) el mes pasado la revista?

2 ¢Cuéndo __ (vivir, Vd.) en Madrid?

3 (subir, nosotros) las escaleras corriendo.

4No ___ (escribir, Vds.) el informe ayer.
5¢;Aquéhora___ (salir) suvuelo?

6 (lucir, ella) un vestido largo para la fiesta de Versace.
7No____ (sucumbir, vosotros) a la tentacion.

8 (vivir, yo) con mis padres hasta 1987.

9¢;Cuando ___ (exhibir, ellos) ese cuadro por Gltima vez?
10 (rescindir, t0) el contrato de Juan el mes pasado.

4 Translate the following sentences into Spanish:

1 | started my job in January.

2 | parked my car in that street.

3 He read all the books in the library.

4 He fell down and broke his leg.

5 Did you (Vd.) hear my programme last night?
6 You (Vd.) didn’t read the report.

7 They didn’t hear you last night.

8 The girls didn’t fall down. He pushed them.

5 Give the appropriate form of the preterite:

1Se (dormir, Vd) pronto anoche?
2Le (pedir, ellos) la llave al conserje.

16



3 Se (reir, Vds.) mucho anoche en el cine.

4 Cuando (morir) tu padre?

5 (preferir, ellos) ir al teatro

6 (competir, VVd.) en la carrera de ayer?

7Se (despedir, ellos) de sus novias antes de partir.
8Luiste (pedir) un favor ayer, ;no?

9 (sentir, VVd) mucho no verle.

10Nome (repetir, ellos) la explicacion.

6 Translate the following sentences into Spanish using strong preterites:

1 1 walked 10 kilometres yesterday.

2 She could not do that.

3 We drove a very small car in Madrid.

4 He gave you my address.

5 Did you go to Paris last summer?

6 | wasn’t here yesterday.

7 They went to Paris without me.

8 He told them the news.

9 Did you (VVd.) have a good trip?

10 You (Vds.) didn’t want to accept my invitation.

7 Answer the following questions in Spanish with the information provided in the
brackets:

1 Where were you (vosotros) last year? (In Rome)

2 How many books did you (\Vd.) bring? (ten)

3 When did you (ta) walk around with him? (last summer)
4 Where did he put the parcel? (under the table)

5 How did they go to Germany? (by car)

6 What did we say? (nothing)

7 When did you (Vd.) do that work? (yesterday)

8 Did he fit (caber) in there? (no)

9 How did she come to England? (by train)

10 Were you able to buy the present? (no)

Cultural brief

Camilo José Cela

Camilo José Cela es un escritor espafiol, premio Nobel, autor de obras narrativas, poesia,
memorias y libros de viajes. Naci6 en lIria Flavia (Galicia), estudié en la universidad
Complutense de Madrid y luché en el bando franquista durante la Guerra Civil espafiola.
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Posteriormente rechazd la dictadura de Franco y mantuvo una actitud independiente. Su
primera novela fue La familia de Pascual Duarte (1942). Debido a problemas con la
censura, La Colmena (1951), una de sus novelas mas celebradas, tuvo que publicarse en
Buenos Aires.

En 1956, Cela fund6 una revista literaria donde publicé a muchos escritores espafioles
en el exilio durante la dictadura franquista. Escribi6 libros de viajes que incluyen Viaje a
la Alcarria (1948), su libro més celebrado de los de este género. Publicé también poesia,
numerosos relatos, articulos periodisticos y ensayos. Entre otros premios recibié el
Premio Nobel de Literatura en 1989, y el Premio Cervantes en 1995. En 1996 se le
nombrd marqués de Iria-Flavia.

Cela se cas6 dos veces y muri6 a los 89 afios de edad.

Key vocabulary for Unit 3

articulo periodistico (m.) newspaper article
bando (m.) side
casarse to get married
censura (f.) censorship
debido a due to
dictadura (f.) dictatorship
ensayo (m.) essay
exilio (m.) exile
franquista (m.) Francoist
género (m.) genre
guerra civil (f.) civil war
incluir include
literario literary
luchar to fight
mantener to maintain
marqués (m.) Marquis
memorias (f.) memoirs
morir to die
nacer to be born
narrativo narrative
poesia (f.) poetry
premio (m.) prize
publicar publish
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rechazar reject
relato (m.) short story

revista (f.) magazine

Toma apuntes del 'Cultural brief' aqui
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UNIT FOUR
The imperfect tense

In Unit 17 we saw that the preterite tense, or simple past tense, is used for completed
actions in the past. Spanish distinguishes between completed actions (preterite tense) and
repeated or continuous actions in the past (imperfect tense).

The imperfect tense is used for descriptions and for actions that took place on a regular
basis or over a period of time. The emphasis is on the on-going process rather than the
completion of the action.

Compare the two verbs in the following sentence:

We were watching the television when the phone rang.
The first verb “were watching’ describes an on-going action, whereas ‘rang’ describes a
sudden, completed action. In this sentence the difference is evident in the English form of
the verb, but it is not always this obvious, as in the case of habitual action:

When | was young we (usually) went to Spain for our holidays.
The idea of “usually’ or ‘always’ indicates that a different tense is required but sometimes
the verb itself conveys the notion without any such explicit adverb.

In the case of descriptions it is clear that this is not a completed action, but an on-

going state of affairs, hence the need for the imperfect tense:

The sky was blue and the sun shone.

The imperfect tense of -ar verbs in Spanish is formed as follows:

comprar (to buy) compraba comprabamos
comprabas comprabais
compraba compraban

The first person singular and the third person singular forms are the same, so if there is
any possible ambiguity, the subject pronoun can be used for clarity.

Notice that a stress mark is required on the first person plural — comprabamos.

Here are some examples of the use of the imperfect tense of -ar verbs:

Juan trabajaba en una fabrica.
Juan worked (used to work/was working) in a factory.
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Yo cantaba en el coro.
I sang (used to sing/was singing) in the choir.

Los chicos bailaban en la discoteca.
The boys danced (were dancing/used to dance) in the disco.

Te esperabamaos en la estacion.
We were waiting for you at the station.

The endings for the imperfect tense of -er and -ir verbs are the same and are as follows:

comer (to eat) vivir (to live)
comia vivia

comias vivias

comia vivia
comiamos viviamos
comiais viviais
comian vivian

Here are some examples of the use of the imperfect tense of -er and -ir verbs:

La familia Jiménez vivia en Madrid.
The Jiménez family lived in Madrid.

Luis siempre bebia demasiado vino.
Luis always drank too much wine.

Nunca entendia lo que me decian.
I never understood what they were saying to me.

Juan y yo nos queriamos mucho.
Juan and | loved each other very much.

There are only three verbs that do not follow the above patterns and they are:

ser (to be) ir (to go) ver (to see)
era iba vela

eras ibas veia

era iba veia
éramos ibamos velamos
erais ibais velais
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eran iban veian

Here are some examples of these irregular verbs in the imperfect tense:

Era un dia estupendo y hacia un tiempo magnifico.
It was a wonderful day and the weather was magnificent.

No veiamos nada.
We couldn’t see anything.

Nunca ibamos al cine cuando yo era joven.
We never went to the cinema when | was young.

You will notice that in all the examples given of the use of the imperfect tense, the action
of the verb is either on-going, repeated or went on over a period of time. In no cases does
it describe a sudden or completed action.

Past continuous tense

In Unit 15 we saw that the verb estar can be used with the gerund to form the present
continuous tense. Similarly the imperfect tense of estar can be used with the gerund to
form the past continuous tense:

e.g. Estaba esperando el autobus.
I was waiting for the bus.
Estabamos comiendo.

We were eating.

Preterite or imperfect tense?

Although these two tenses have quite distinct functions, it can sometimes be difficult for
the non-native Spanish speaker to decide which is most appropriate. The following
guidelines should help you to avoid mistakes.

The imperfect tense is generally concerned with the process of an activity whereas the
preterite is concerned with its completion:

e.g.  Juan escuchaba la radio.
Juan was listening (when | arrived)/used to listen to the radio.
Juan escucho la radio.

Juan listened to the radio (last night).
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The imperfect tense is often incomplete without reference (whether stated or implied) to
another action in the preterite, in other words it describes what was going on when
another action took place:

e.g. Preparaba la cena cuando sono el teléfono.
I was preparing supper when the phone rang.
Luis leia el periddico cuando llegd su novia.

Luis was reading the newspaper when his girlfriend arrived.

The imperfect tense sets the scene for other actions:
e.g. Hacia buen tiempo cuando llegamos.

The weather was fine when we arrived.

The choice between the two tenses is often more related to how the speaker sees the
situation than to strict linguistic guidelines, so careful observation of native speaker use
will help you to use them correctly.

Exercises

1 Write the correct form of the verb in bracket in the imperfect tense:

1 Mihermano a Barcelona dos veces por semana. (ir)
2lreneyJuan en un grupo todos los miércoles. (bailar)
3Rocioyyo en un piso muy bonito. (vivir)

44 Ud. mucho esa empresa? (visitar)

5Yo en aquel restaurante todos los dias. (comer)
6 Elenaytad un perro, ¢no? (tener)

7 Aquellatarde __ mucho. (llover)

8 Nosotras con los amigos de mi hermano. (salir)
9¢No Uds. apartamentos? (alquilar)

10 Misamigas en un coro. (cantar)

11Pepe deporte dos veces a la semana. (hacer)
12 Mis padres chino muy bien. (hablar)

13Yo_ muy bueno cuando pequefio. (ser)

14 Miabuelo un coche muy viejo. (conducir)
15Juany Lucianunca nuestras opiniones. (compartir)

2 Complete the following sentences with the appropriate form of the imperfect:

1 Mientras yo (afeitarse), mi mujer (ducharse).

2 Mientras mi hermano (desayunar), mi hermana (peinarse).

3 Mientras Uds. (preparar) la reunidn, nosotros (hablar) con nuestros
clientes.
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4 Mientras vosotros (ir) a la compra, ellos la comida (hacer).
5 Mientras nosotros (estar) en el cine, Juan (quedar) con Marisol.

3 Express the following in Spanish:
Cuando era pequefio ...

1 1 used to play football in the park.

2 He used to go to this school.

3 She used to sing in a choir.

4 You (Ud.) used to understand French.
5 You (t0) used to write stories.

Cuando éramos pequefios ...

6 They used to go to church.

7 We used to eat at school.

8 You (Uds.) used to play sports.

9 We used to ask for ice-cream all the time.
10 You (vosotros) used to read horror stories.

4 Answer the following questions as in the example:
Example: ¢ Qué haciais cuando llegaron? (comer)

Estdbamos comiendo.

1 ¢Qué hacian (ellos) cuando llegasteis? (leer)

2 ¢Qué hacia (él) cuando llam6? (estudiar)

3 ¢ Qué hacia Ud. cuando recibi6 la noticia? (desayunar)

4 ;Qué haciamos cuando los vimos? (vender en la calle)

5 ¢ Qué hacias cuando lo descubriste? (escribir una nota)

6 ¢Qué hacian (Uds.) cuando lo supieron? (ver la television)
7 ¢Qué hacia yo cuando él vino? (dormir)

8 ¢Qué hacia Nuria cuando Arancha lleg6? (planchar)

5 Preterite or imperfect?

Don Juan Carlos I, rey de Espafia, (1) (nacer) el 5 de enero de 1938 en Roma, donde
) (vivir) la Familia Real, que (3) (abandonar) Espafia en 1931.

El Rey (4) (llegar) a Espafia por primera vez a los diez afios. Sus padres, entonces, no
(5) (residir) en Italia, sino en Portugal. El rey (6) (quedarse) en Espafia

para completar su formacion académica y militar.
El 14 de mayo de 1962 (7) (casarse) en Atenas con la Princesa Sofia de Grecia. En
1963 (8) (nacer) la primera de sus tres hijos, la
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Infanta Dofia Elena, dos afios més tarde (9) (venir) al mundo la Infanta Dofia
Cristina y en 1968 el Principe Don Felipe.

Don Juan Carlos (10) (empezar) su reinado el 22 de noviembre de 1975, tras la
muerte de Franco.

6 Preterite or imperfect?

Ernesto Che Guevara (1) (ser) argentino. (2) (estudiar) medicina
y en su pais (3) (participar) en la oposicidn politica contra el general Perén. A partir
de 1953 (4) (viajar) por varios paises de Latinoamérica.

En 1955 mientras (5) (estar) en México (6) (conocer) a Fidel
Castro, que (7) (estar) preparando una expedicion revolucionaria a
Cuba. EI Che (8) (convertirse) en uno de los hombres de confianza de Castro
y (9) (entrar) con él en La Habana en 1959. Fue Fidel Castro quien le
(10) (conceder) la nacionalidad cubana.

Cultural brief

Bolivia

La historia de Bolivia estd muy unida a la historia de Per( hasta finales del siglo XVIII.
En la época precolombina, Bolivia formaba parte del imperio de los Incas. Durante la
Conquista, Bolivia dependié del Peri y no fue hasta 1809 cuando se inici6 un
movimiento revolucionario para la independencia de este pais. La independencia lleg6 en
1825 y el primer presidente de la nueva republica fue Simdn Bolivar y, por él, Bolivia
adopt6 el nombre con el que la conocemos hoy.

Durante el siglo XX se produjeron en Bolivia varios levantamientos populares que
tuvieron como consecuencia grandes problemas socio-econémicos para el pais.

En la actualidad Bolivia tiene una poblacion de alrededor de ocho millones y medio de
habitantes y estd haciendo un gran esfuerzo para el desarrollo de su economia de
Mercado.

Key vocabulary for Unit 4

abandonar to leave
adoptar to adopt
afeitarse to shave
cliente (f., m.) client
compartir to share
confianza (f.) trust
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consecuencia (f.)
depender de

ducharse

economia de mercado (f.)
empresa (f.)

en la actualidad
formacion (f.)

imperio (m.)
independencia (f.)
levantamiento popular (m.)
llover

movimiento (m.)

muerte (f.)

peinarse

planchar

quedar

residir

revolucionario

siglo (m.)

venir al mundo

consequence

to depend on

to have a shower
market economy
company
nowadays
education, training
empire
independence
popular uprising
to rain

movement

death

to comb one’s hair
to iron

to meet, to arrange to meet
to live
revolutionary

century (Note: In Spanish, centuries are written
with roman numerals.)

to be born

Toma apuntes del 'Cultural brief' aqui
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