
 
Memorial shines as School of Character  

 
The Valley Stream Central High School District’s Memorial Junior High School was 

named a 2016 National School of Character and received formal recognition at 
Character.org’s 23rd National Forum on Character Education, held in Washington, D.C. from 
Oct. 13-15, 2016.   

Assistant Principal John Squadrito and Library Media Specialist Joan Mahoney 
participated at the forum and received a banner to display at the building.  

Memorial was initially selected as a New York State School of Character and 
advanced to the next level based on its application. The school was found to be an 
exemplary model of character development and is among fewer than 70 schools across the 
United States that were presented with this honor.  

Character education is a focus across the district, as all students are encouraged to 
“Believe in the Rights and Values of Everyone” through the BRAVE program and its 
initiatives. Many lessons and activities held throughout the year in various subject areas 
incorporate this theme.   

 
 

 


